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INTRODUCTION. 

Natal  grass  ^  is  a  South  African  plant  which  has  been  known  in 
Florida  for  a  long  time.  In  recent  years  it  has  become  popular  on 
the  sandy  soils  of  the  State,  and  to  some  extent  along  the  Gulf  coast 
westward  into  southern  Texas.  It  is  a  perennial,  but  does  not  survive 
the  winter  where  the  temperature  falls  much  below  freezing.  -It  is 
usually  treated  as  an  annual  crop. 

In  the  United  States  it  is  now  cultivated  more  extensively  in 
Florida  than  elsewhere.  In  that  State  estimates  of  its  acreage  in 
1915  were  secured  from  growers,  from  boards  of  trade,  and  through 
field  observation  by  agents  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  These 
estimates  indicate  that  Lake  County  has  fully  10,000  acres,  probably 
a  larger  acreage  than  any  other  county,  though  Marion  County  has 
nearly  as  much.  Sumter  County  has  about  3,000  acres,  and  Pasco 
County  probably  an  equal  area.  Hillsborough  and  De  Soto  Counties 
have  over  2,000  acres  each,  and  many  other  counties  have  smaller 
areas.  The  acreage  is  being  extended  very  rapidly  in  many  sections 
of  the  State  where  the  soil  is  suited  to  its  growth.     Farther  west 
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along  the  Gulf  coast  Natal  grass  succeeds  well,  but  has  not  yet  been 
extensively  planted.  The  accompanying  map  (fig.  1)  shows  the  re- 
gions in  the  United  States  where  this  grass  has  been  found  of  great 
value  and  other  regions  where  it  should  be  more  thoroughly  tested. 
It  is  grown  very  extensively  in  Australia,  and  it  is  from  that  country 
that  most  of  the  seed  has  been  imported. 


E^G.  1. — Outline  map  of  the  United  States,  indicating  the  regions  to  which  Natal  grass  is 
adapted.  The  blaclc  areas  show  where  it  succeeds  best  and  the  Bhade4  areas  where  it 
should  be  tested. 

While  it  can  be  grown  as  a  summer  annual  as  far  north  as  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  it  is  not  likely  to  become  of  much  importance  as  a  field 
crop  except  in  the  extreme  South. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  NATAL  GRASS. 

When  a  single  plant  of  Natal  grass  is  allowed  abundant  room  it 
will  form  a  large  tuft,  sometimes  3  to  4  feet  in  diameter.  The  lower 
branches  soon  become  decumbent,  while  the  central  stems  are  more 
nearly  erect.  When  planted  closely,  however,  the  tufts  are  much 
smaller,  often  making  only  a  few  stems,  and  those  nearly  erect.  The 
stems  are  slender,  3  to  4  feet  high,  and  well  covered  with  leaves, 
which  are  so  nearly  erect  that  few  are  lost  in  mowing  the  hay. 

The  seeds  are  produced  in  large  clusters  of  about  the  size  and 
shape  of  a  panicle  of  oats,  as  shown  in  figure  2.  In  most  cases  the 
seed  clusters  are  bright  red  or  rosy  crimson  in  color,  and  for  that 
reason  the  grass  has  sometimes  been  called  redtop,  Australian  red- 
top,  and  Hawaiian  redtop.  It  is,  however,  very  different  from  the 
common  northern  grass  known  as  redtop.  For  this  reason  the  name 
Natal  grass,  which  indicates  the  country  of  which  it  is  a  native,  is 
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more  appropriate  and  distinctive  and  is  the  one  now  in  most  com- 
mon use. 

The  root  system  is  miusually  strong,  the  roots  being  numerous  and 
penetrating  very  deeply  into  the  soil,  so  that  they  reach  permanent 
moisture  in  the  subsoil  and  enable  the  plants  to  make  a  continuous 
growth  even  in  very  dry 
weather.     These  roots  are 
very    slender    and    decay 
quickly,  so  that  they  do  not 
interfere  with  the  planting 
of  other  crops  immediately 
after  the  ground  has  been 
plowed. 

While  the  grass  is  very 
persistent  with  annual 
plowings,  and  fairly  so 
without  plowing,  it  never 
becomes  a  troublesome 
weed.  The  plants  are  killed 
by  a  single  plowing,  and 
by  keeping  the  land  culti- 
vated in  other  crops  through 
the  whole  of  a  single  season 
all  the  seeds  in  the  ground 
will  have  germinated  and 
the  young  plants  will  be 
killed  by  the  cultivation. 

Natal  grass  can  be  culti- 
vated profitably  only  when 
used  for  the  production  of 
hay  or  of  seed  or  both.  Its 
greatest  value  is  for  mak- 
ing hay,  for  which  it  is  the  ^'^*'-  -— ^<^<^  *^pnds  of  Nutal  j:rass  (.1,  .1)  and  a 
I      .  .    -         J  ii       XL  »^^  ^^)   (greatly  enlarged). 

best  grass  yet  found  for  the 

well-drained  sandy  soils  in  Florida.  The  stems  and  leaves  are  very 
slender  and  cure  into  hay  easily  and  quickly.  The  seed  now  finds  a 
ready  market  at  a  fair  price. 

HISTORY  AND  INTRODUCTION  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Natal  grass  was  first  described  by  Nees  in  1835,^  from  specimens 
collected  in  South  Africa.     Its  attractive  appearance  led  to  its  be- 

^Necs  Ton  Escnbeck,  C.  G.  D.  Annotationea  botanlcae  ex  Indicc  semlnum  hort.  bot. 
VratislavlenslB,  anno  1835.  In  Ann.  Sci.  Nat.  Bot.,  s.  2,  t.  6,  p.  105.  August,  1836. 
Original  not  available. 

The  description  is  given  also  In  Linnaca,  Bd,  11,  Lit.  Ber.,  p.  129,  1837:  also  in  Nees* 
von  Esenbeck,  C.  Q.  D.,  Florae  Africae  Australioris  ...  I.  Gramineae,  p.  17.  Glogaviae, 
1841. 
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ing  cultivated  as  an  ornamental  plant,  and  it  was  grown  in  the 
United  States  for  that  purpose  as  early  as  1866,  as  is  shown  by  speci- 
mens still  preserved  in  the  National  Herbarium.  It  was  grown  as  a 
forage  plant  in  the  trial  gardens  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  1878.  A  recent  letter  from  T.  A.  Carroll,  now  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  states  that  he  found  it  growing  on  a  trash  pile  at  Reddick,  Fla., 
in  1875,  and  by  1894  it  was  abundant  in  that  region.  In  1884  seed 
was  sent  by  a  naval  officer  from  Brazil  to  an  orange  grower  near 
Altamonte  Springs,  Fla.,  and  by  1890  it  had  spread  a  few  miles  in  all 
directions  from  there.  In  1891  it  was  received  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  from  Natal,  South  Africa,  and  from  Queensland,  Aus- 
tralia; in  1892  it  was  secured  from  India,  and  in  1894  from  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  In  1892  it  was  grown  at  the  Florida  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  then  located  at  Lake  City,  from  seed  grown 
from  that  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture  had  received  the 
previous  year,  and  it  soon  spread  in  several  parts  of  Florida.  In 
1906  the  Department  of  Agriculture  obtained  a  large  quantity  of  seed 
from  Reddick,  Fla.,  and  distributed  it  during  the  following  year.  At 
that  time  the  grass  was  very  abundant  there  over  an  area  of  perhaps 
15  miles  in  length  and  6  to  8  miles  in  width.  Several  persons  who  had 
lived  there  many  years  stated  that  it  had  become  well  established 
as  early  as  1884.  At  the  time  this  seed  was  gathered  a  considerable 
area  of  the  grass  was  being  cut  for  hay  for  local  use.  Within  the 
last  five  years  the  cultivation  of  the  grass  for  hay  has  become  very 
extensive,  especially  in  the  central  part  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

CLIMATIC  ADAPTATIONS. 

Natal  grass  requires  a  long  and  warm  season  for  its  growth.  Being 
a  perennial,  it  grows  continuously  until  checked  by  cold  weather,  so 
the  longer  the  warm  season  the  greater  will  be  its  period  of  growth. 
It  is  not  injured  by  moderately  cool  weather,  but  its  growth  is  always 
stopped  by  the  first  frost,  and  nearly  all  the  plants  are  killed  by 
even  a  slight  freezing  of  the  ground.  Heavy  freezing  when  the 
ground  is  damp  not  only  kills  the  plants,  but  it  also  kills  many  of 
the  scattered  seeds  and  so  prevents  the  reseeding  of  the  ground.  The 
cultivation  of  this  grass  is  not  recommended  where  heavy  winter 
freezes  occur,  or  even  where  light  freezes  are  frequent. 

Natal  grass  makes  it's  principal  growth  in  middle  and  late  sum- 
mer, and  most  of  that  now  cultivated  in  Florida  is  grown  in  rotation 
with  some  winter  or  early-spring  crop. 

SOIL  PREFERENCES. 

Natal  grass  is  like  any  other  plant  in  that  it  makes  its  best  growth 
on  the  richest  soil.    Fertilizers  are  seldom  used  directly  on  the  grass. 
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They  are  not  needed  for  making  a  good  crop  on  land  which  has  been 
newly  cleared,  as  such  soil  always  produces  a  heavy  yield.  Older 
fields  are  usuaUy  well  fertilized  in  the  fall  for  the  growing  of  some 
winter  crop,  and  the  residue  of  that  fertilizer  is  suflScient  to  make  a 
good  growth  of  the  grass  during  the  following  seasons.  When  any 
special  fertilizer  is  used  on  the  grass  it  should  be  largely  nitrogenous, 
cottonseed  meal  or  niti'ate  of  soda  being  the  materials  most  commonly 
used. 

The  best  soil  for  the  grass  is  one  which  is  sandy  and  well  drained. 
On  such  soils  it  makes  a  better  growth  than  any  other  grass  and  re- 
seeds  itself  freely.  Excellent  crops  of  Natal  grass  have  been  grown 
<m  muck  soils  in  various  sections  of  Florida,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  will  be  as  profitable  there  for  either  hay  or  grazing  as 
grasses  which  make  a  heavier  growth,  like  Para  grass  and  Rhodes 
grass. 

While  Natal  grass  grows  well  on  clayey  soils,  there  is  yet  little 
experience  to  show  whether  it  will  reseed  the  ground  as  thoroughly 
on  such  soils  as  on  those  which  are  more  sandy. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SEED  BED. 

No  special  preparation  of  the  ground  is  necessary  before  sowing 
the  seed  except  that  the  surface  should  be  made  as  fine,  mellow,  and 
even  as  possible,  as  for  seeds  of  all  hay  grasses.  The  field  sho.uld  be 
made  so  smooth  that  a  mowing  machine  can  be  used  without  trouble. 
It  costs  far  more  to  run  a  mowing  machine  over  a  field  which  is  rough 
and  uneven  than  it  does  to  harrow  the  same  field  until  all  bumps  are 
leveled  and  all  holes  filled. 

If  the  soil  is  heavy  or  cloddy  the  harrowing  should  be  much  more 
thorough  than  where  it  is  light  and  sandy.  If  the  field  has  been 
used  for  some  crop  which  was  grown  in  rows  it  should  be  disked  and 
harrowed  imtil  no  trace  of  the  rows  can  be  seen.  All  stumps  should 
be  removed,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  securing  additional  ground  on 
which  the  grass  may  grow,  but  also  to  avoid  injuries  to  the  mowing 
machine  and  other  implements  used  in  harvesting  the  crop.  It  pays 
well  to  put  the  ground  in  the  best  possible  condition  before  the  seed 
is  sown. 

TIME  OF  SEEDING. 

In  central  and  southern  Florida  seeding  may  be  done  at  any  time 
during  the  year,  though  spring  is  the  favorite  season  and  the  only 
season  in  which  it  should  be  done  farther  north.  In  southern 
Florida  many  growers  prefer  to  sow  in  September  or  October. 
Sown  at  that  time  the  seeds  germinate  quickly  and  the  young  plants 
go  through  the  winter  with  little  or  no  loss  and  give  a  much  earlier 
cutting  of  hay  than  plants  from  seed  sown  in  the  spring. 
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When  the  ground  is  not  occupied  by  a  winter  crop  it  may  be 
plowed  or  disked  in  late  winter  or  early  spring,  fertilized  if  neces- 
sary, and  the  seed  sown.  Such  seeding  will  give  a  good  cutting  of 
hay  in  May  or  June,  and  two  or  three  cuttings  later  in  the  season. 

METHODS  AND  RATE  OF  SEEDING. 

The  seed  is  always  broadcasted,  as  it  will  not  feed  through  a  drill 
evenly.  The  seeds  are  very  hairy  and  usually  stick  together  in  large 
bunches  when  dry,  so  it  is  well  to  dampen  and  roll  them  in  soil  or 
wood  ashes  before  sowing.  When  treated  in  this  way  they  remain 
separate  and  it  is  much  easier  to  secure  an  even  distribution  over 
the  groimd.  After  sowing,  a  plank  dragging  or  a  rolling  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  cover  the  seeds.  Many  planters  think  it  better  to 
leave  the  covering  wholly  to  the  rains.  The  seed  should  never  be 
covered  deeply,  and  therefore  it  is  important  that  the  surface  of  the 
ground  be  made  fine  and  smooth  before  the  seed  is  sown. 

In  sections  where  the  grass  is  abundant  it  spreads  naturally  to 
cultivated  fields,  the  seeds  being  carried  by  the  wind,  the  feet  of 
animals,  farm  implements,  and  in  other  ways.  When  a  field  is  once 
covered  by  a  good  stand  of  the  grass,  no  attention  need  be  given  to 
subsequent  seeding,  as  the  grass  will  volunteer  each  year. 

The  quantity  of  seed  to  be  use^  will  vary  with  its  quality,  with 
the  season  when  sown,  and  the  time  when  a  full  crop  of  hay  is  ex- 
pected. When  the  seed  is  of  good  quality. and  the  sowing  is  done 
in  early  spring  while  the  ground  is  still  occupied  with  oats,  potatoes, 
or  some  other  winter  crop  and  no  hay  crop  is  expected  until  late 
summer,  the  seeding  may  be  very  light,  only  2  or  3  pounds  per  acre. 
If  not  done  imtil  later  in  the  season  it  should  be  much  heavier,  8  to 
10  poimds  per  acre,  so  as  to  secure  a  full  stand  as  soon  as  possible. 

When  the  ground  is  occupied  by  some  other  crop  in  the  spring,  it 
is  a  frequent  practice  to  set  out  young  plants,  placing  them  8  to  10 
feet  apart,  instead  of  using  seed.  Such  plants  ripen  a  crop  of  seed 
earlier  than  those  from  seeds  planted  at  the  same  time  and  so  give 
the  ground  a  full  reseeding  earlier.  Setting  plants  is  more  trouble- 
some and  expensive  than  the  planting  of  seed  and  is  not  recom- 
mended except  where  a  full  crop  of  hay  is  desired  as  promptly  as 
possible  after  removing  the  other  crop.  The  few  plants  needed  can 
always  be  set  so  that  they  will  not  interfere  with  the  growing  crop. 
They  cost  only  the  labor  of  planting,  and  their  use  hastens  the  se- 
curing of  a  full  stand. 

ROTATION  AND  MANAGEMENT. 

A  common  practice  in  growing  Natal  grass  is  to  plow  the  ground 
after  the  last  cutting  has  been  made  in  the  fall  and  then  plant  the 
land  to  oats  or  some  winter  truck  crop.    After  the  winter  crop  is 
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removed  in  the  spring,  the  land  is  given  a  shallow  plowing  or  disk- 
ing and  is  harrowed  until  smooth.  When  treated  in  this  way  no 
reseeding  is  necessary,  as  the  fall  plowing  buries  the  scattered  seed 
in  the  ground,  where  it  remains  in  good  condition  through  the 
winter,  while  the  spring  plowing  or  disking  brings  it  back  near  the 
surface,  where  it  germinates  quickly.  *0n  fields  treated  in  this 
way  the  first  cutting  for  hay  can  be  made  about  two  months  after 
the  spring  disking,  and  later  cuttings  from  six  to  eight  weeks  apart. 
If  the  land  be  plowed  deep  in  the  fall  and  not  replowed  in  the  spring, 
most  of  the  seeds  will  be  so  deep  in  the  ground  that  they  can  not 
germinate,  and  the  stand  of  grass  will  be  thin  and  uneven. 

When  a  truck  crop,  like  melons,  is  not  planted  until  early  spring 
the  grass  crops  will  be  later  in  maturing.  Where  such  truck  crops 
are  grown,  a  little  care  in  cultivation  will  leave  the  ground  suf- 
ficiently smooth  for  the  use  of  a  mowing  machine,  and  the  first  cut- 
ting for  hay  can  be  secured  about  two  months  after  the  last  cultiva- 
tion. In  this  case,  the  several  cultivations  of  the  truck  crop  bring 
sufficient  seed  near  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  insure  a  good  stand 
of  the  grass. 

Where  the  ground  is  well  set  with  the  grass  and  it  is  not  plowed 
in  the  fall,  it  will  give  a  cutting  in  the  spring  much  earlier  than 
when  plowed  in  fall  and  spring,  and  usually  four  or  five  cuttings 
may  be  secured  during  the  season,  though  the  total  yield  for  the 
year  will  be  about  the  same  as  when  plowed.  After  the  second  or 
third  year  without  plowing,  other  grasses  and  weeds  begin  to  come 
in,  making  the  quality  of  the  hay  inferior  and  decreasing  the  yield. 
One  objection  to  leaving  the  ground  without  plowing  in  the  fall  is 
that  in  the  spring  the  plants  start  into  growth  very  unevenly,  so 
that  by  the  time  there  is  enough  of  the  grass  to  pay  for  cutting,  some 
of  the  stems  will  be  old  and  dry,  while  others  will  be  only  partly 
grown.  When  plowed  in  the  fall  and  disked  in  the  spring  the  plants 
start  much  more  evenly  and  the  first  cutting  is  of  a  decidedly  better 
quality,  as  is  shown  in  figure  3. 

It  has  not  been  found  advisable  to  sow  Natal  grass  with  cowpeas, 
beggarweed,  or  any  other  forage  crop  yet  tested  for  the  purpose,  as 
they  do  not  mature  at  the  same  time.  Whatever  other  crop  has  been 
used  for  mixing  with  Natal  grass,  its  growth  has  been  so  small  be- 
fore the  Natal  grass  is  ready  for  cutting  that  there  is  little  or  no 
increase  in  the  total  yield  of  the  crop  and  no  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  hay. 

When  a  suitable  field  has  once  been  seeded  it  will  continue  to  pro- 
duce the  grass  for  many  years,  and  perhaps  indefinitely,  if  the  land 
is  cultivated  occasionally,  so  as  to  kill  out  broom  sedge  and  other 
weedy  grasses  and  to  break  up  the  crust. 
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HARVESTING  THE  HAY. 

The  mowing  of  Natal  grass  should  begin  as  soon  fits  a  considerable 
part  of  the  seed  begins  to  ripen.  If  the  weather  should  be  unfavor- 
able at  that  time  it  can  stand  several  days  without  great  injury,  as 
it  is  making  a  continuous  growth  of  new  shoots.  When  the  cutting 
is  delayed  too  long  the  quality  of  the  hay  is  injured  by  the  shattering 
of  the  seeds  and  by  the  drying  up  and  breaking  off  of  the  older 
stems.  The  greatest  ^oss  from  delaying  the  cuttings  too  long  is 
the  consequent  postponement  of  the  subsequent  cuttings.  To  secure 
the  greatest  yield  during  the  year  and  to  make  hay  of  the  highest 
quality,  all  of  the  earlier  cuttings  should  be  made  as  soon  as  the 
grass  is  in  proper  condition,  though  the  last  cutting  may  be  delayed 
until  a  few  days  before  frost  is  expected,  as  the  grass  is  growing 


PiQ.  3.— A  field  of  Natal  grass  In  Florida. 

rapidly  at  that  time  and  the  late  cutting  insures  a  good  supply  of 
seed  on  the  ground  for  the  following  spring. 

The  grass  dries  so  quickly  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the 
groimd  only  a  short  time.  Unnecessarily  long  exposure  bleaches  the 
hay  and  makes  it  less  palatable,  less  nutritious,  and  less  salable. 
The  best  hay  is  that  which  is  cured  in  the  shortest  time  and  with  the 
least  exposure  to  the  weather.  Exposure  to  rain  bleaches  and  in- 
jures the  hay  seriously,  and  even  exposure  to  heavy  dews  deadens  the 
color  and  makes  the  hay  less  attractive  in  appearance.  One  can 
usually  be  reasonably  sure  of  the  weather  several  hours  in  advance 
and  choose  a  time  for  cutting  when  the  hay  can  at  least  be  cured 
sufficiently  to  put  it  in  the  cock  before  it  is  wet  by  rain  or  dew. 
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When  the  weather  is  favorable  for  curing,  it  is  best  to  mow  in  the 
morning,  from  the  time  the  dew  is  off  imtil  noon,  and  then  windrow 
and  cock  in  the  afternoon.  The  hay  should  remain  in  the  cock  until 
thoroughly  field  cured.  The  time  required  for  this  field  curing  will 
depend  on  the  condition  of  the  weather.  If  very  favorable  it  may 
be  safe  to  haul  it  to  the  bam  after  it  has  been  in  the  cocks  36  to  48 
hours,  but  a  longer  time  is  often  necessary. 

Field  curing  may  be  regarded  as  completed  when  the  stems  are  so 
dry  that  they  will  break  when  a  small  wisp  of  the  hay  is  twisted 
tidily,  when  it  does  not  feel  cool  if  pressed  to  the  cheek,  and  when 
stirring  it  slightly  produces  a  dry  rustle. 

When  conditions  are  unfavorable  for  drying,  as  in  rainy,  cool,  or 
cloudy  weather,  the  field  curing  requires  a  much  longer  time  and  is 
often  unsatisfactory. 

With  all  the  judgment  which  the  grower  may  use,  some  hay  will 
occasionally  be  caught  by  rain,  and  it  then  requires  special  care  to 
cure  it  thoroughly.  If  it  rains  on  the  hay  soon  after  it  is  cut  little 
harm  will  be  done,  but  the  injury  will  be  greater  if  the  rain  comes 
after  it  is  partially  dry.  If  the  dry  or  even  partly  dry  hay  be  wet 
with  rain,  it  should  not  be  touched  imtil  the  surface  has  become 
thoroughly  dry.  If  it  is  still  in  the  swath  it  will  need  no  attention 
unless  the  crop  is  very  heavy,  when  it  should  be  tedded  or  turned 
with  a  fork.  If  in  the  windrow  or  cock  it  should  be  opened  and 
spread  as  soon  as  the  outside  has  become  well  dried. 

Much  field  injury  from  rain  may  be  prevented  by  the  use  of  hay 
caps  for  covering  the  cocks.  These  caps  are  made  in  various  styles, 
but  the  one  most  generally  liked  is  a  piece  of  heavy  cotton  cloth 
4  to  5  feet  square,  with  a  pin  of  heavy  wire  a  foot  in  length  fastened 
to  each  comer.  When  the  cap  is  put  in  place  and  the  pins  are  pushed 
into  the  cock  to  prevent  it  from  being  blown  off,  the  hay  will  stand 
a  heavy  rain  with  very  little  injury.  The  hay  should  not  be  put  into 
the  bam  or  the  stack  until  it  is  so  dry  that  there  will  be  no  danger 
from  heating  and  molding,  and  when  the  weather  is  not  very  warm 
and  dry  it  is  not  safe  to  bale  it  until  at  least  a  week  after  it  is  cut. 
In  case  it  must  be  taken  to  the  barn  while  still  slightly  damp,  a  dress- 
ing of  salt,  about  5  pounds  per  ton,  or  a  light  sprinkling  of  freshly 
slaked  lime  will  aid  in  its  preservation. 

The  field  curing  should  be  as  thorough  as  the  weather  will  permit, 
after  which  the  hay  should  be  hauled  to  the  barn  and  the  final  curing 
completed  there. 

At  present  a  large  part  of  the  Natal  grass  hay  is  put  in  stacks  when 
hauled  from  the  field.  In  many  cases  this  can  not  be  avoided,  but 
with  the  frequent  and  heavy  rains  which  occur  in  Florida  it  is  much 
safer  to  store  it  in  a  bam  or  under  a  shed.    When  stacked,  there 
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is  always  considerable  loss  from  leaching  and  bleaching  on  the  out- 
side of  the  stack,  a  loss  which  may  be  almost  wholly  prevented  when 
the  hay  is  protected  from  the  weather.  The  sweating  and  final  curing 
are  much  more  even  when  completed  in  a  mow,  and  so  a  better  quality 
of  hay  is  secured  than  is  possible  from  an  exposed  stack.^ 

The  hay  should  remain  in  the  mow  imtil  it  goes  through  a  sweat, 
as  this  develops  a  sweeter  aroma  in  the  hay  and  makes  it  safe  from 
heating  and  molding  in  the  bale.  The  degree  of  heat  developed  in 
this  sweating  will  depend  very  largely  on  the  amoimt  of  moisture  in 
the  hay.  If  the  hay  is  put  in  the  mow  before  it  is  well  air  cured, 
the  heat  may  be  excessive  and  the  hay  discolored.  If  it  is  only  mod- 
erately browned  its  actual  feeding  value  is  injured  very  little,  though 
the  hay  is  less  readily  salable. 

In  humid  regions  like  Florida  it  is  never  safe  to  bale  hay  direct 
from  the  field  or  within  a  day  or  two  after  cutting,  as  is  sometimes 
done  in  the  dry  climate  of  the  West.  If  hay  be  baled  before  it  has 
gone  through  the  sweating  process,  it  is  always  liable  to  sweat  in  the 
bale  and  perhaps  become  moldy  and  worthless. 

While  it  may  appear  dry  and  well  cured  there  is  almost  sure  to  be 
moisture  left  in  some  of  the  stems,  especially  in  the  joints.  This 
moisture  is  often  sufficient  to  cause  heating  in  the  bale,  and  when  the 
hay  reaches  the  market  it  will  be  found  so  damaged  as  to  be  classed 
as  of  very  low  grade. 

Natal  grass  hay  is  of  such  recent  introduction  that  it  has  not  yet 
secured  a  standing  in  the  general  markets.  With  proper  care  in 
curing  and  handling  it  will  probably  rank  with  any  other  good  hay 
in  popular  favor  and  bring  an  equal  price  on  the  market;  but  the  hay 
can  never  establish  its  proper  reputation  unless  great  care  is  taken 
that  none  is  offered  except  that  which  is  bright  in  color  and  well 
cured.  No  hay  which  is  not  strictly  of  high  quality  should  ever  be 
placed  on  the  outside  market.  If  it  is  off  color  or  inferior  in  any 
way  it  should  not  be  shipped,  but  kept  for  home  use  and  the  local 
market. 

YIELD  OF  HAY. 

The  average  yield  of  Natal  grass  hay  is  2^  to  3  tons  per  acre,  or 
about  three-fourths  of  a  ton  for  each  cutting.  Double  those  quan- 
tities are  sometimes  secured  where  conditions  are  unusually  favor- 
able. When  the  ground  is  plowed  in  the  fall  and  disked  in  the 
spring,  three  mowings  are  usually  secured;  while  if  not  plowed  or 
disked,  four  or  five  mowings  are  made,  though  the  total  yield  in  both 
cases  is  about  the  same. 

»  For  further  details  In  regard  to  the  drying  and  curing  of  hay,  see  Piper,  C.  V.,  McClnre, 
ri.  B.,  and  Carrier,  Lyman,  "  Growing  hay  In  the  South  for  market,"  U.  8.  Dept.  Agr. 
Farmers'  Bull.  677,  22  p.,  10  fig.     1915. 
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A  report  of  the  Florida  Agricultural  Experiment  Station^  says, 
in  writing  of  this  grass : 

The  seed  was  sown  in  drills  one  foot  apart  on  May  1  and  2,  1908.  Soil  and 
weather  conditions  were  favorable  at  this  time,  and  a  good  stand  was  obtained. 
Ninety  days  after  planting  the  crop  was  ready  to  be  cut  for  hay ;  but  since  it 
was  our  desire  to  obtain  as  much  seed  as  possible,  It  was  not  cut  until  the  seed 
was  ripe.  A  good  crop  of  seed  was  gathered  by  hand  from  August  10  to  15. 
The  grass  was  cut  for  hay  on  August  18,  and  gave  a  yield  of  3,833  pounds  of 
field-cured  hay  per  acre.  About  November  10  a  second  crop  of  seed  was 
gathered,  and  a  second  crop  of  hay  was  cut  November  19,  giving  a  yield  of  1,417 
pounds  of  field-cured  hay  per  acre.  The  total  yield  for  the  season  was  5,250 
pounds  per  acre,  or  2.6  tons.  Natal  grass  is  without  doubt  a  most  promising 
crop  for  Florida  farmers.  With  favorable  soil  and  moisture  conditions  It  is 
believed  that  a  yield  of  three  or  four  tons  per  acre  can  be  expected. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  results  reported  above  were  secured  at 
Gainesville,  Fla.,  which  is  somewhat  north  of  the  best  Natal  grass 
region,  and  that  the  main  object  in  growing  the  grass  was  to  secure 
seed.  Allowing  it  to  mature  two  good  crops  of  seed  undoubtedly 
decreased  the  yield  of  hay  very  materially. 

QUALITY  OF  THE  HAY. 

Good  Natal  grass  hay  is  an  excellent  feed.  The  stems  and  leaves 
are  not  tough,  are  very  palatable,  and  are  eaten  without  waste.  The 
stems  are  so  slender  that  the  hay  makes  an  attractive-looking  bale 
and  so  sells'  well  on  the  market.  The  commercial  use  of  the  hay  has 
been  developed  in  the  last  few  years,  and  wherever  offere  dit  usually 
brings  the  same  price  as  timothy,  though  in  the  Tampa  market  it 
sells  even  higher.  For  many  years  timothy  has  been  the  standard  of 
excellence  for  a  market  hay,  and  any  hay  which  can  compete  with  it 
successfully  must  have  many  desirable  qualities.  Natal  hay  is  easily 
cured,  is  richer  in  protein  than  timothy,  sells  well  on  the  market, 
is  eaten  well  by  stock,  and  therefore  is  able  to  compete  with  timothy 
in  all  regions  where  it  can  be  grown. 

It  is  a  well-established  fact  that  when  a  grass  is  cut  while  young  it 
contains  a  higher  proportion  of  protein,  the  most  desirable  element 
in  a  food,  than  the  same  grass  cut  after  it  becomes  older. 

Natal  grass  makes  a  constant  growth,  continuing  to  develop  new 
stems  through  the  entire  season,  so  that  each  cutting  contains  a  very 
considerable  proportion  of  young  shoots  with  the  more  mature  stems. 
Grasses  which  give  only  a  single  annual  cutting  usually  mature 
evenly  and  are  not  cut  until  most  of  the  stems  and  leaves  are  fairly 
well  matured;  consequently,  they  contain  a  smaller  proportion  of 
protein  than  they  would  if  cut  when  only  partly  grown  and  there- 
fore they  have  a  smaller  feeding  value. 

1  Scott,  J.  M.  Report  of  animal  Industrialist.  In  Fla.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Rpt.  [1908]/(>9, 
p.  xix-xx.      [1909.] 
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Table  I  gives  the  chemical  analysis  of  Natal  grass  hay,  based  on 
that  reported  by  the  Florida  Department  of  Agriculture,^  but  re- 
duced to  a  water-free  basis  to  compare  with  the  timothy  analysis, 
and  also  the  average  analysis  of  272  samples  of  timothy  hay,  as  com- 
piled by  Mr.  G.  L.  Bidwell,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Table  I. — Chemical  analyses  of  Natal  grass  hay  and  timothy  Tiay. 


Constituents  (dry  material). 

Natal 
grass  hay. 

Timothy 
hay. 

Fiber. 

PereenL 

40.72 

5.56 

8.25 

43.47 

1.99 

Peremt. 
32.86 

Ash 

6.82 

Protein.. 

7.87 

Nitroffen-free  extract               .           

50  40 

Kther  extract. 

3.05 

The  palatability  of  the  hay  is  something  which  can  not  be 
measured,  but  cattle  and  horses  seem  to  prefer  Natal  grass  hay  to 
most  other  kinds. 

A  hay  which  is  easily  cured,  which  is  rich  in  protein,  which  sells 
well  on  the  market,  and  which  is  eaten  well  by  animals  is  good  hay. 

VALUE  AS  A  SMOTHER  CROP. 

When  planted  on  a  favorable  soil  Natal  grass  makes  such  a  vigor- 
ous growth  as  to  choke  out  most  other  grasses  and  weeds.  Sand 
spurs  of  several  kinds  are  frequently  a  great  pest  on  sandy  soils, 
though  where  abundant  they  are  sometimes  cut  for  hay,  making  a 
crop  of  light  yield  and  inferior  quality.  Sand  spurs  almost  wholly 
disappear  when  the  land  is  seeded  to  Natal  grass,  so  that  many  fruit 
growers  and  truckers  claim  that  it  is  worth  more  than  it  costs  for 
that  purpose  alone.  Sand  spurs  are  especially  troublesome  in  citrus 
groves,  often  being  so  abundant  as  to  make  work  in  them  extremely 
disagreeable.  The  growing  of  Natal  grass  in  the  groves  not  only 
prevents  the  growth  of  the  sand  spurs,  but  it  also  gives  two  or  three 
crops  of  excellent  hay  annually.  Citrus  groves  need  thorough  culti- 
vation in  the  spring,  to  stimulate  them  into  a  vigorous  growth  in 
early  summer,  and  little  cultivation  in  late  summer,  so  as  to  reduce 
them  to  a  dormant  condition  for  the  winter.  The  growing  of  Natal 
grass  between  the  rows  of  trees  accomplishes  both  these  results  very 
satisfactorily.  The  grove  may  be  cultivated  thoroughly  during  the 
early  spring  months,  when  cultivation  is  most  needed,  and  in  late 
summer,  when  cultivation  should  cease,  the  Natal  grass  takes  po^es- 
sion  of  the  ground,  prevents  the  growth  of  sand  spurs  and  weeds, 
checks  the  growth  of  the  trees,  and  gives  one  or  two  cuttings  of  hay, 

1  Fla.  Dppt.  Agr.  Quart.  Bui.,  v.  18,  no.  1,  p.  9fi.  190S ;  Fla.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Rpt.  [1908]/09, 
p.  XIX  [1010]  ;  Fla.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Press  Bui.  208,  1913. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


NATAL  GRASS.  13 

which  are  so  much  additional  profit  in  the  cultivation  of  the  grove. 
A  grove  treated  in  this  manner  is  siiown  in  figure  4. 

SAVING  SEED. 

WTien  new  fields  are  to  be  sown  with  Natal  grass  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  secure  seed  which  will  germinate  welL  Good  seed  should 
show  80  to  90  per  cent  of  germination,  but  many  samples  show  less 
than  10  per  cent.  This  low  germination  of  some  samples  is  due 
wholly  to  faulty  methods  of  gathering  and  handling,  as  well-ripened, 
fresh  seed  which  has  been  properly  cured  always  germinates  well. 
The  more  common  custom  of  gathering  the  seed  is  to  have  cheap 
labor — ^mostly  negroes  and  children — ^gather  the  seed  by  hand,  the 
usual  payment  for  the  work  being  at  the  rate  of  about  10  cents  a 


Fio.  4. — Natal  grass  in  an  orange  grove. 

pound.  Of  course,  the  workers  want  to  gather  as  many  pounds  as  is 
possible  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  ripe  and  the  immature  seed 
heads  look  very  much  alike,  except  that  the  ripe  heads  are  paler  in 
color  and  appear  a  trifle  more  woolly.  An  expert  who  examines  the 
grass  will  see  the  difference  at  once,  but  the  laborers  usually  employed 
for  the  gathering  are  seldom  discriminating  and  strip  the  head 
nearest  to  the  hand,  regardless  of  its  condition.  The  immature  heads 
are  more  compact  and  more  easily  stripped  than  are  those  which 
are  mature.  For  these  reasons,*  a  large  proportion  of  the  seed  gath- 
ered by  such  laborers  is  so  immature  as  to  be  nearly  worthless.  Seea 
should  never  be  gathered  until  the  deep-crimson  color  of  the  imma- 
ture heads  begins  to  fade  to  the  paler  red  of  those  which  are  ripe 
and  until  the  glossy  appearance  of  the  immature  heads  is  obscured 
by  the  spreading  hairs  of  those  which  are  really  ripe. 
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Attempts  have  been  made  to  gather  the  seed  by  machinery,  using 
a  machine  similar  to  a  suction  sweeper.  This  gathers  only  the  ripe 
seeds,  which  separate  from  the  heads  more  easily  than  those  which 
are  unripe.  Where  the  crop  is  fairly  well  matured,  this  machine, 
with  one  man  and  one  horse,  will  gather  about  10  pounds  of  seed 
per  hour ;  but  this  cuts  down  the  value  of  the  hay  crop  nearly  half, 
as  the  grass  must  be  overripe  for  hay  before  the  seed  is  ripe  enough 
to  be  gathered. 

Where  the  grass  has  made  a  good  growth,  the  yield  of  seed  is 
about  100  pounds  per  acre  from  the  first  growth,  which  can  be 
stripped  with  little  injury  to  the  hay.  It  is  claimed  that  a  ton  of 
seed  per  acre  can  be  gathered  if  the  crop  is  allowed  to  grow  through 
the  whole  summer  without  being  cut. 

When  inmiature  seeds  are  gathered,  they  are  full  of  moisture  and 
heat  very  quickly  unless  spread  out  to  dry.  This  heating  kills  many 
of  the  good  seeds  which  may  have  been  gathered  with  those  which 
are  immature.  When  mature  seeds  are  gathered  early  in  the  morn- 
ing while  still  damp  with  dew,  they  will  heat  and  soon  be  killed. 
A  closely  packed  sack  of  seed  which  has  been  gathered  on  one  day  is 
almost  sure  to  become  so  heated  as  to  be  nearly  worthless  the  next 
morning.  When  freshly  gathered  seeds,  even  those  which  are  fairly 
mature,  are  left  in  a  closely  packed  sack  for  two  days,  very  few  of 
them  will  germinate. 

Good  seed  can  be  saved  in  Florida  if  it  is  carefully  selected  in  the 
gathering  and  then  dried  properly.  The  freshly  gathered  sacks  of 
seed  should  be  emptied  at  noon  and  at  night,  or  whenever  brought  to 
the  barn,  and  the  seed  spread  on  the  floor  so  it  will  not  be  more  than 
a  foot  deep. 

Prompt  and  thorough  drying  is  essential  to  preserve  the  seed  in 
good  condition.  After  it  is  emptied  from  the  sacks  it  should  be 
stirred  frequently,  at  least  twice  daily,  until  it  is  well  air  dried,  after 
which  it  may  be  again  put  in  sacks  for  storage.  If  the  weather  is 
very  warm  and  dry,  the  seed  may  be  dried  in  two  or  three  days,  but 
if  cloudy  and  cool  the  drying  may  require  a  much  longer  time.  The 
smaller  the  bulk  of  the  seed  and  the  more  frequently  it  is  stirred,  the 
more  quickly  it  will  dry.  If  only  ripe  seed  is  gathered  and  it  is 
thoroughly  dried  out  at  once,  it  may  be  kept  in  good  condition  for 
some  years  if  stored  in  a  thoroughly  dry  place.  The  seed  is  very 
light,  weighing  only  7  pounds  per  bushel  when  well  packed. 

A  large  quantity  of  this  seed  has  been  imported  from  Australia, 
as  seed  from  that  country  has  generally  given  a  high  germination, 
while  the  Florida  seed  has  usually  been  found  to  have  a  low  ger- 
mination. This  has  given  many  growers  a  strong  and  probably  jus- 
tifiable prejudice  in  favor  of  the  imported  seed.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  larger  portion  of  the  Florida-grown  seed  has  been  of  poor 
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quality,  but  there  are  a  few  growers  who  save  seed  of  a  higher  via- 
bility than  has  been  shown  by  imported  seed  which  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  tested.  Florida  can  produce  as  good  seed 
as  can  be  obtained  anywhere,  provided  the  growers  will  use  proper 
care  and  intelligence  in  its  gathering  and  curing.  Ordinary  Flor- 
ida-grown seed  is  often  sold  for  25  to  50  cents  a  pound,  while  the  im- 
ported seed  usually  costs  about  a  dollar.  Florida  growers  who  save 
seed  which  is  really  better  than  the  imported  say  that  they  can  not 
afford  to  sell  it  for  less  than  $1  per  pound.  In  this  case,  as  in  most 
others,  the  low-priced  seeds  are  really  the  most  expensive.  Poor 
seeds  are  expensive  at  any  price.  The  chief  essential  in  produc- 
ing good  Natal  grass  seed  in  Florida  is  intelligent  gathering  and 
handhng. 

TESTING  THE  SEED. 

The  quality  of  the  seed  is  so  variable  that  it  should  be  tested  before 
planting.  This  testing  may  be  done  by  scattering  a  few  seeds  between 
pieces  of  damp  blotting  paper  and  retaining  them  in  a  warm  room 
a  few  days,  keeping  the  blotting  paper  constantly  damp,  but  not  wet. 
A  still  better  method  is  to  plant  a  few  rows  of  seed  in  a  box  of  soil, 
as  tomato  and  cabbage  plants  are  often  grown.  This  testing  should 
be  begun  at  least  a  month  before  the  seed  is  to  be  sown.  If  the  seed 
proves  to  be  good,  from  3  to  10  pounds  per  acre  should  be  used,  while 
if  it  germinates  poorly  a  correspondingly  larger  quantity  should  be 
sown. 

VARIETIES. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  Natal  grass,  which  are  as  distinct  as 
are  varieties  of  oats  or  corn.  Some  of  these  varieties  show  differences 
in  color  of  seed,  which  varies  from  dark  red  to  light  pink,  pinkish 
yellow,  or  nearly  white;  some  have  leaves  of  a  bright-green  color, 
while  others  have  leaves  which  are  almost  blue  and  quite  glaucous; 
some  are  killed  by  light  frosts,  while  others  live  through  moderately 
severe  winters;  some  are  nearly  erect  in  growth,  while  in  others  the 
earlier  stems  soon  become  very  decumbent  and  take  root  at  the  joints 
where  the  stems  rest  on  the  ground;  in  some,  the  leaves  are  very 
narrow,  slender,  and  erect,  while  in  others  they  are  much  broader 
and  somewhat  drooping. 

Several  varieties  from  Brazil  and  elsewhere  are  of  such  recent 
introduction  that  it  is  still  impossible  to  say  which  may  be  of  the 
greatest  general  value  or  which  may  have  special  value  for  special 
locations.  All  of  these  varieties,  together  with  several  others,  are 
now  being  tested  under  ordinary  field  conditions  in  the  expectation 
that  distinct  standard  varieties  will  be  developed  in  the  near  future. 
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It  is  quite  possible  that  a  mixture  of  varieties  may  prove  more 
prolific  than  any  one  sort  when  grown  alone.  This,  however,  can  be 
determined  only  by  further  field  tests. 

PASTURES. 

Natal  grass  makes  good  grazing  for  cattle  and  horses  during  late 
summer  and  fall;  but  other  pasturage  is  abundant  at  that  time  and 
can  usually  be  had  at  less  expense.  Natal  grass  gives  little  grazing  in 
winter  and  early  spring.  It  does  not  grow  well  on  ground  which  has 
never  been  plowed,  and  as  the  land  on  which  it  is  grown  should  be 
plowed  at  least  once  every  two  years,  it  can  not  be  recommended  as 
a  foundation  for  permanent  pastures. 

There  are  few  permanent  pastures  in  Florida  except  the  native 
range  in  the  pine  woods,  and  as  Natal  grass  makes  a  good  growth 
only  on  soils  which  have  recently  been  in  cultivation  it  has  little 
value  as  an  addition  to  such  permanent  pastures  as  now  exist. 

It  is  not  suited  for  use  on  the  lawn,  as  it  grows  tall  and  does  not 
make  a  turf. 

SUMMARY. 

(1)  Natal  grass  is  a  subtropical  grass  which  is  valuable  for  culti- 
vation in  the  United  States  only  in  the  extreme  South. 

(2)  Natal  grass  is  the  most  valuable  hay  grass  yet  found  for  the 
sandy  soils  of  Florida,  and  it  will  probably  prove  of  value  in  south- 
ern Texas,  and  perhaps  farther  west  in  Arizona  and  California. 

(3)  Natal  grass  is  best  adapted  for  growth  on  well-drained  sandy 
soils  and  apparently  does  not  reseed  itself  freely  on  heavy  soils. 

(4)  Natal  grass  is  well  suited  for  use  as  a  summer  crpp,  to  follow 
such  winter  crops  as  oats  or  vegetables. 

(5)  When  sandy  land  is  once  seeded  Natal  grass  does  not  need  re- 
seeding  if  the  land  is  plowed  in  the  fall,  a  winter  crop  grown,  and 
the  land  again  plowed  or  disked  in  the  spring. 

(6)  If  the  land  on  which  Natal  grass  is  grown  is  not  used  for 
a  winter  crop  and  not  plowed,  it  will  give  not  only  a  cutting  earlier 
in  the  spring,  but  a  greater  number  of  cuttings  during  the  season, 
though  the  total  yield  of  hay  will  be  about  the  same  as  if  a  winter 
crop  had  been  grown. 

(7)  This  grass  is  not  desirable  for  lawns  and  is  of  only  moderate 
value  for  pastures. 

(8)  The  hay  is  of  excellent  quality,  being  easily  cured,  richer  in 
protein  than  timothy,  attractive  in  appearance,  and  very  palatable. 

(9)  Natal  grass  seed  of  high  quality  can  be  grown  in  Florida,  but 
care  and  intelligence  must  be  used  in  its  gathering  and  handling. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

During  recent  years  a  transformation  of  large  import  has  been 
taking  place  in  the  Great  Plains  area.  From  a  vast  territory  de- 
voted largely  to  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  with  a  very  small  popula- 
tion it  has  become  an  area  in  which  great  quantities  of  grain  and 
other  crops  are  produced  annually,  with  a  corresponding  increase 

Note. — This  bulletin  is  intended  especially  for  those  in  the  Gront  Plains  area  who  are 
interested  in  growing  fruit  for  home  use,  but  some  parts  of  it,  especially  the  discussion 
about  pruning  and  shaping  trees,  are  of  general  interest  to  people  living  in  other  sections 
of  the  country. 

The  information  is  based  largely  upon  the  results  obtained  in  a  dry-land  fruit  garden 
which  was  established  in  1908  at  the  Dry-Land  Agriculture  Field  Station  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Akron,  Colo.  Most  of  the  illustrations  are  from  photographs  taken  in  tblR 
garden. 

This  bulletin  supersedes  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Circular  No.   51,  entitled  "Fruit 
Growing  for  Home  Use  in  the  Central  and  Southern  Great  Plains." 
32073*'— Bull.  727—16 1 
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in  the  number  of  homes.  Though  some  sections  are  still  very  sparsely 
settled,  the  aspect  of  the  entire  area  has  been  materially  changed 
by  the  influx  of  people  who  have  come  from  many  different  parts  of 
the  country. 

The  Great  Plains  area  is  not  "  a  natural  fruit  country,*'  as  those 
regions  in  which  native  fruits  abound  or  where  the  conditions  are  spe- 
cially favorable  for  fruit  production  are  often  called.  On  the  other 
hand,  very  few  native  fruits  occur  in  this  area,  and  comparatively 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  planting  of  the  cultivated  fruits. 
However,  many  of  the  recent  comers  are  from  sections  where  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  grow  what  fruit  was  needed  for  home  use. 
It  naturally  follows  that  in  many  instances  upon  establishing  new 
homes  in  this  area  they  have  planted  a  few  fruit  trees.  As  a  result 
there  are  numerous  ranches  widely  distributed  throughout  the  Great 
Plains  where  some  attempts  are  being  made  to  grow  a  home  supply 
of  fruit. 

In  a  few  instances  orchards  of  some  commercial  importance  have 
been  developed.  Most  of  these  are  the  outgrowth  of  one  or  more  of 
several  conditions:  (1)  The  location  has  proved  to  be  exceptionally 
well  suited  to  the  growing  of  fruit;  (2)  the  owner  has  had  consider- 
able experience  in  fruit  growing  before  coming  to  this  section;  or  (3) 
the  owner,  as  he  has  gained  experience  here  with  a  small  orchard,  has 
foimd  himself  better  qualified  for  the  details  of  fruit  raising  than  the 
ranchers  generally,  and  has  gradually  increased  his  fruit  interests  to 
good  advantage. 

The  surplus  fruit  from  the  home  orchards,  as  well  as  that  produced 
in  those  of  larger  size,  always  finds  a  ready  sale,  buyers  sometimes 
driving  many  miles  to  obtain  it. 

Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Great  Plains  area  there  are  a  few 
restricted  districts  that  are  under  irrigation.  In  some  of  these,  or- 
chard interests  of  considerable  commercial  importance  have  been 
developed.     These  interests  are  not  discussed,  however,  in  this  bulletin. 

The  tree  fruits  that  occur  most  conmionly  in  the  dry-land  ranch 
orchards  are  apples,  cherries,  and  native  plums.  In  some  of  the 
milder  parts  of  the  area,  esi>ecially  in  the  southern  section,  pears  and 
peaches  are  more  or  less  common,  while  still  less  frequently  apricots 
are  found.  Currants  and  gooseberries  are  probably  the  most  im- 
portant as  well  as  the  most  common  of  the  small  fruits.  June  berries, 
buffalo  berries,  and  strawberries  are  sometimes  to  be  found. 

The  successes  and  failures  in  this  area,  as  in  other  sections,  are 
quite  largely  dependent  upon  the  care  and  attention  given  by  the 
owner.  In  certain  regions,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  succeed,  while 
in  others  a  complete  fruit  failure  is  comparatively  rare.  The  one 
controlling  factor  in  the  Great  Plains  area,  outside  of  those  sections 
where  water  for  irrigation  is  available,  is  the  lack  of  moisture,  yet 
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after  the  trees  have  become  well  established  it  is  not  often  that  this 
causes  more  than  temporary  loss,  such  as  a  crop  of  fruit  for  a  single 
season. 

In  some  sections  winds  and  hailstorms  occasionally  cause  damage, 
but  these  losses  are  not  more  frequent  with  fruits  than  with  the  field 
crops.  However,  the 
trees  sometimes  suffer 
permanent  damage 
from  hailstones,  even 
being  killed  in  some 
cases. 

The  majority  of  the 
sutlers  on  the  Great 
Plains  must  depend 
upon  their  own  plan- 
taticms  for  a  supply 
of  fruit  for  home  use. 
Most  of  those  who  do 
not  have  home-grown 
fruit  are  obliged  to 
do  without  it.  The 
chief  interest,  there-' 
fore,  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  fruit  in  this 
area  centers  about 
the  home  and  the 
production  of  enough 
to  meet  the  needs  or 
desires  of  each  fam- 
ily. In  other  words, 
fruit  growing  here  is 
a  home-making  rather 
than  a  money-making 
enterprise. 

The  geographical 
position  and  extent 
of  the  Great  Plains 
area  are  show^n  in  fig- 
ure 1.  Its  western  boundary,  as  indicated,  is  the  5,000-foot  con- 
tour ;  its  eastern  boundary  is  arbitrarily  placed  at  the  ninety-eighth 
meridian. 


Fio.  1. — Sketch  map  of  the  Great  Plains  area,  which  In- 
cludes parts  of  10  States  and  consists  of  about  400,000 
square  miles  of  territory.  Its  western  boundary  is  indl 
cated  by  the  5,000-foot  contour.  Each  dot  within  a  circle 
(0)  Indicates  the  location  of  a  field  station  of  the  Office 
of  Dry-Land  Agriculture  Investigations  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry. 
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SITES  FOR  FRUIT  PLANTATIONS. 

Probably  the  greatest  obstacle,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the 
successful  growing  of  fruit  in  the  Great  Plains  area  is  lack  of  moisture 
in  the  soil.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  site  for  an  orchard  or  small 
fruit  garden  should  be  selected  with  a  view  to  securing  the  maximum 
supply  of  soil  moisture.  In  many  instances,  particularly  on  the 
smaller  ranches,  the  conditions  are  so  nearly  uniform  that  there  is  no 
choice  in  this  respect  The  convenience  of  the  site  with  regard  to  the 
buildings  will  usually  be  the  ruling  factor  in  such  cases. 

But  on  many  ranches  there  are  sites  that  are  more  favorable  for 
fruits  than  others,  on  account  of  the  soil-moisture  factor;  for  in- 
stance, where  a  small  stream  or  arroyo  passes  through  the  ranch  it 
may  furnish  an  additional  supply  of  water.  In  some  cases  the  topog- 
raphy is  such  that  a  reservoir  can  be  made  by  building  a  small  dam 
across  the  stream  and  diverting  the  water  to  the  orchard.  Not  in- 
frequently some  of  the  larger  streams  that  pass  through  this  area 
have  an  underflow  that  extends  some  distance  on  either  side.  Where 
this  condition  prevails  and  the  underflow  is  reached  by  their  roots, 
the  trees  often  make  a  remarkable  growth. 

Again,  there  are  many  instances  where  the  lay  of  the  land  is  such 
as  to  result  in  a  large  amount  of  run-off  during  heavy  rains.  If  this 
run-off,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost,  can  be  collected  in  small  con- 
tour ditches  and  distributed  where  fruits  are  planted,  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  supply  of  moisture  is  secured.  Sites  for  fruit  plant- 
ings can  be  selected  sometimes  with  reference  to  this  possibility.  Ad- 
vantage should  be  taken  of  every  factor  which  will  increase  or  con- 
serve the  supply  of  moisture  in  the  soil. 

CLIMATIC  FEATURES  OF  THE  GREAT  PLAINS. 

"  The  climate  of  the  Great  Plains  has  been  classified  as  semiarid. 
It  may  be  better  to  say  that  it  is  variable.  One  season  may  have 
almost  humid  and  another  almost  arid  conditions.  The  mean  an- 
nual precipitation  is  relatively  low.  Years  of  relatively  high  pre- 
cipitation may  be  followed  by  years  of  relatively  low  precipitation. 
Other  climatic  factors  usually  correspond  with  the  rainfall.  In  a 
year  of  relatively  high  rainfall  there  will  be  a  lower  rate  of  evapora- 
tion and  higher  humidity  than  in  a  year  of  low  rainfall. 

"  Another  climatic  factor  of  much  importance  in  crop  production 
on  the  Plains  is  the  distribution  of  the  rainfall.  This  is  probably 
more  important  in  crop  production  than  the  amount  of  annual  rain- 
fall. A  relatively  low  rainfall,  properly  distributed,  may  produce 
a  crop  where  a  much  higher  rainfall,  unfavorably  distributed,  may 
accompany  a  crop  failure. 
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Table  I. — Annual  and  seasonal  precipitation  and  seasonal  evaporation  at  four- 
teen stations  in  the  Orcat  Plains  area.^ 


Precipitatic 

n  (faiches).* 

Seasonal  evapc 

ration 

station. 

Annual. 

Seasonal. 

(inches).* 

Mfail- 

Iffaxl- 

Aver- 
age. 

Mfail- 

Tmim. 

Ifaxi- 
muuL 

Aver- 
age. 

Mini- 
mum. 

Maxi- 
mum. 

Aver- 
age. 

Judith  Basiii. 

4.228 
3,000 
1,875 
2,543 
1,468 
2.253 
2,950 
3,950 
3,000 
4,600 
2,050 
2.900 
4,000 
3,676 

14.96 
11.92 
10.28 
11.93 
11.94 
12.72 
6.64 
13.77 
11.18 
14.51 
15.59 
11.82 
13.69 
10.60 

23.78 
11.92 
18.99 
21.22 
21.95 
15.68 
17.73 
18.51 
23.01 
22.46 
27.80 
23.58 
16.35 
27.80 

18.06 
11.92 
14.84 
16.69 
16.71 
14.20 
13.11 
16. 14 
18.05 
18.28 
21.30 
18.54 
15.11 
18.28 

7.04 
5.92 
4.75 
6.85 
7.85 
8.92 
4.08 
2.53 
6,86 
6.42 
8.18 
2.79 
5.09 
6.17 

17,21 
6.02 
14.49 
16.28 
14.98 
12.47 
9.78 
8.52 
12.36 
13.86 
17.97 
14.43 
9.85 
11.38 

9.84 
5.97 
9.66 
9.79 
10.11 
10.36 
6.90 
4.69 
9.45 
9.02 
11.17 
8.65 
8.01 
9.13 

22.012 
23.754 
20.422 
20.673 
18.663 
21.539 
26. 472 
23.804 
28.445 
26.064 
30.625 
34.325 
35.459 
33.804 

29.353 
24.214 
26. 877 
25.745 
24.893 
28.239 
33.750 
29.381 
38.168 
35.654 
44.373 
43.510 
41.748 
42.076 

24.491 
23.984 

Wnii^tnn 

24. 216 

nk>friTi<ann      . 

23.919 

Edgeley 

21.866 

Hettinger 

24.639 

BeUeFourche 

Scottebluff  

28.794 
26.081 

North  Platte 

Akron 

32.359 
31.420 

Hays 

35.790 

Garden  City 

Dalhart 

38.185 
38.988 

Amarlllo , . . . 

36.724 

>  The  period  of  time  covered  by  the  investigations  made  at  the  several  stations  ranged  from  two  to 
eight  years,  depending  upon  the  time  when  the  different  stations  were  established,  tlie  same  period 
being  covered  oy  the  data  reearding  precipitation  and  evaporation  &hown  here. 

>  The  altitude  given  is  based  in  most  cases  on  that  of  the  nearest  tow  n. 

<  The  records  of  annual  precipitation  for  1914  are  not  included.  The  records  of  seasonal  precipitation 
and  evaporation  for  1914  are  included  for  all  stations,  being  figured  from  Mav  1  to  Sept.  1.  Evanoration 
measurements  are  made  from  a  free  water  surface,  in  a  tank  sunk  into  the  soil  to  almost  its  full  depth.  The 
water  surface  is  kept  about  level  with  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

1. 

"Table  I  gives  the  maximum,  minimum,  and  average  annual  pre- 
cipitation and  the  seasonal  maximum,  minimum,  and  average  pre- 
cipitation and  evaporation  of  the  Great  Plains  area.    By  seasonal  is 


Fio.  2. — ^Diagram  showing  the  average  frost-free  periods  and  the  earliest  and  the  latest 
dates  at  which  the  last  killing  frost  in  the  spring  and  the  first  killing  frost  in  the  fall 
has  occurred  at  fourteen  stations  in  the  Great  Plains  area. 

meant  the  period  between  the  average  time  of  seeding  and,  the  aver- 
age time  of  harvest.     *     *     * 

"  Figure  2  shows  the  earliest  and  latest  dates  of  the  last  killing  frost 
in  the  spring,  the  earliest  and  latest  dates  of  the  first  killing  frost  in 
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the  fall,  and  the  average  length  of  the  frost-free  period  at  each  station. 
Each  hatched  horizontal  bar  represents  the  period  between  the  aver- 
age dates  of  the  last  killing  frost  in  the  spring  and  the  first  killing 
frost  in  the  fall.  The  number  of  days  in  the  average  frost- free 
period  for  the  station  is  shown  in  the  figures  above  the  bar.  The 
solid-line  curve  at  the  left  shows  the  earliest  date  at  which  the  frost- 
free  period  has  begun.  The  broken-line  curve  at  the  left  reprints 
the  latest  date  at  which  the  last  killing  frost  of  the  spring  has  oc- 
curred. The  solid-line  curve  at  the  right  represents  the  earliest  date 
and  the  broken-line  curve  at  the  right  the  latest  date  at  which  the  fii-st 
killing  frost  of  the  fall  has  occurred. 

"  This  diagram  [fig.  2]  shows  clearly,  the  increase  in  the  length  of 
the  frost-free  period  from  the  north  to  the  south.  The  shortest  aver- 
age period  is  100  days,  at  Hettinger,  and  the  longest  194  days,  at 
Amarillo."^ 

In  the  Great  Plains  area  the  regional  restrictions  to  fruit  growing, 
so  far  as  the  natural  conditions  are  concerned,  are  primarily  factors 
of  temperature  and  moisture. 

In  some  sections  of  this  area,  especially  the  northern  part,  fruits 
for  planting  must  be  selected  with  a  view  to  their  hardiness  and 
their  ability  to  endure  extremely  low  temperatures  in  winter.  But 
throughout  the  Great  Plains  area  as  a  whole  unseasonable  frosts 
during  the  blossoming  period  or  at  other  critical  stages  of  growth 
more  often  cause  damage  than  extreme  cold  during  the  dormant 
period.  However,  the  combination  of  relatively  low  winter  tem- 
peratures, limited  moisture  supply,  and  drying  winds  that  some- 
times prevail  is  extremely  trying  on  most  fruit  trees  and  may  cause 
serious  damage  where  any  one  or  even  two  of  these  factors  operating 
at  the  same  time  would  not  adversely  affect  the  trees. 

The  general  climatic  features  of  this  area  are  well  indicated  in 
the  paragraphs  above  quoted.  In  that  connection  the  statements  are 
applied  to  the  production  of  general  agricultural  crops,  but  they  are 
none  the  less  applicable  to  fruit  growing. 

Another  climatic  factor  that  occasionally  does  great  damage  is 
hail.  Trees  of  considerable  size  are  sometimes  completely  killed  or 
so  badly  bruised  or  otherwise  injured  as  to  render  them  worthless. 
Hailstorms  occur  much  more  frequently  in  some  parts  of  this  area 
than  in  others.  In  sections  where  they  are  known  to  be  severe,  the 
planting  of  fruits  is  likely  to  prove  disappointing. 

Some  sections  of  the  Great  Plains  are  further  characterized  by 
winds  which  blow  almost  continuously.  While  the  wind  may  not 
be  a  prohibitive  factor  in  the  growing  of  fruit  in  any  section  it  is 

1  See  Chllcott,  E.  C,  Cole,  J.  S.,  and  Burr,  W.  W.,  "  Crop  production  In  the  Great  Plains 
area  :  Relation  of  cultural  methods  to  yields,"  V.  S.  Dopt.  A;^r.  Bui.  2G8,  p.  4.  fig.  2.     1915. 
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a  serious  one  where  it  blows  much  of  the  time.  It  not  only  results  in 
the  premature  dropping  of  the  fruit,  but  it  becomes  practically  im- 
possible to  prevent  the  tops  of  the  trees  from  growing  very  much 
to  one  side. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  LAND  FOR  PLANTING. 

For  fruits,  land  that  has  been  in  cultivation  for  one  season  or 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  the  sod  to  have  become  thoroughly 
rotted  is  very  much  to  be  preferred  to  newly  broken  land. 

The  planting  of  fruits  in  this  area  should  be  done  as  a  rule  in  the 
spring,  and  in  any  special  preparation  that  may  be  made  the  aim 
should  be  to  handle  the  soil  so  that  it  will  contain  as  much  moisture 
as  possible  at  the  time  the  planting  is  done. 

In  seasons  of  fairly  abundant  precipitation,  especially  if  there  is 
considerable  rainfall  or  fairly  heavy  snows  during  the  winter,  there 
may  be  enough  moisture  stored  in  the  soil  in  the  spring  to  insure  the 
starting  of  the  trees,  even  if  a  crop  has  been  produced  the  previous 
season.  But  because  of  the  wide  seasonal  variation  in  the  amount 
of  precipitation,  frequently  falling  far  below  normal,  and  the  im- 
portance of  an  abundant  supply  of  soil  moisture  in  the  spring  at 
planting  time,  it  is  generally  advisable  to  summer-fallow  during 
the  season  that  precedes  the  planting. 

In  addition  to  summer-fallowing,  an  adequate  supply  of  soil 
moisture  is  still  further  insured  if  deep  furrows  are  opened  in  the 
fall  along  the  lines  of  the  tree  rows.  'These  will  serve  to  collect  both 
the  drifting  snow  and  some  of  the  run-off  during  heavy  rains  which 
might  otherwise  be  lost. 

One  very  successful  fruit  grower  on  a  dry-land  ranch  even  supple- 
ments the  furrows  by  digging  in  the  autumn  rather  large  holes  where 
the  trees  are  to  stand.  The  run-off,  as  well  as  the  snow  caught  in  the 
furrows,  will  tend  to  settle  in  the  holes  and  thus  still  further  augment 
the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil  in  the  immediate  radius  of  the 
trees.  In  some  cases,  cross  furrows  or  furrows  made  at  an  angle  to 
the  direction  taken  by  the  run-off  and  leading  to  the  holes  might 
also  be  usefuL 

Under  ordinary  climatic  conditions  this  method  of  preparing  the 
land  should  result  in  its  being  well  supplied  with  moisture,  and  the 
trees  should  start  into  growth  readily  and  make  a  good  development 
of  roots  so  far  as  the  soil  moisture  is  concerned. 

NURSERY  STOCK. 

In  the  central  p>ortion  of  the  Great  Plains  area,  as  represented  by 
the  Akron  Field  Station,  Akron,  Colo.  (fig.  1),  the  most  favorable 
period  for  planting  is  usually  the  last  of  April  and  early  in  May. 
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It  varies  in  other  parts  of  the  area  from  earlier  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion to  somewhat  later  farther  north.  Normally,  nursery  stock  is 
delivered  in  the.  spring  rather  than  in  the  autumn.  It  is  absolutely 
essential  for  success  that  it  reach  its  destination  in  a  perfectly  dormant 
condition.  Hence,  it  follows  that  while  it  may  be  satisfactory  for 
those  ordering  stock  for  planting  in  the  southern  part  of  the  area 
to  secure  it  from  northern  sources,  it  is  not  well  to  obtain  it  from  the 
south  for  planting  in  the  northern  sections,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  buds  may  start  on  stock  from  the  south  before  the  most 
favorable  period  for  planting  in  the  north  has  arrived. 

On  account  of  the  arid  or  semiarid  conditions  of  this  region  the 
period  following  the  planting  of  the  trees  is  very  trying  unless  there 
is  a  sufficient  supply  of  moisture  stored  in  the  soil  and  available  for 
th^ir  use.  The  moisture  in  the  trees  is  being  dried  out  constantly,  and 
more  rapidly  than  would  be  the  case  in  a  humid  region.  The  roots 
of  newly  planted  trees  do  not  at  first  readily  take  up  moisture  from 
the  soil,  and  if  it  is  excessively  dry  the  trees  may  die  before  they 
can  start  into  growth.  Because  of  these  moisture  factors  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  secure-  only  trees  and  other  nursery  stock 
which  are  most  likely  to  start  into  growth  readily  and  quickly  when 
planted. 

In  many  fruit-growing  regions  apple,  pear,  plum,  and  cherry  trees 
are  commonly  planted  when  2  years  old;  that  is,  after  they  have 
made  two  seasons'  growth  in  the  nursery  from  the  bud  or  graft. 
However,  in  some  commercial  apple  and  cherry  growing  sections 
there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  1-year-old  trees  for  plant- 
ing in  preference  to  older  ones.  The  younger  trees  have  an  advantage 
in  that  it  is  possible  to  form  the  tops  at  any  desired  height.  The 
heads  are  already  formed  on  2-year-old  trees  when  received.  Not 
infrequently  the  trees  have  been  headed  too  high  to  be  desirable,  and 
it  is  not  always  possible  or  practicable  to  plant  such  trees  deep  enough 
to  overcome  this  objection.  And,  again,  good,  strong  1-year-old  trees 
as  a  rule  withstand  transplanting  fully  as  well  as  older  trees;  they 
are  lighter  to  handle  in  shipping  and  in  other  ways  are  more  desir- 
able.   This  is  true  of  other  trees  as  well  as  of  apples  and  cherries. 

Inexperienced  buyers  of  fruit  trees  not  infrequently  measure  the 
value  and  grade  of  the  trees  delivered  by  their  size;  the  larger  the 
tree  the  better  it  is  supposed  to  be.  But  experience  has  proved  that 
thrifty,  medium-sized  trees  are  better  for  planting  in  the  Great 
Plains  area  than  larger  ones,  with  a  preference  for  good,  strong 
1-year-old  trees.  The  larger  2-year-old  trees  as  a  rule  do  not  with- 
stand transplanting  as  well,  nor  are  they  as  likely  to  live  and  make 
a  good  growth  as  the  medium-sized  ones  of  the  same  age. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  very  radical  distinction  must  be  made  be- 
tween medimn-sized  or  relatively  small  healthy  trees  and  those 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GBOWING  FBUIT  FOE  HOME  USE  IN  THE  GREAT  PLAINS  AREA.  9 

which  are  small  because  they  have  been  stunted  by  some  adverse  con- 
dition. Weak,  stunted  trees  should  be  refused  absolutely.  They 
are  likely  to  be  expensive  even  as  a  gift. 

Grood  root  systems  are  also  of  special  importance  in  satisfactorily 
starting  trees  planted  under  the  conditions  which  normally  prevail 
in  this  area.  In  sections  where  all  the  factors  influencing  growth  are 
favorable,  the  difficulties  incident  to  poor  roots,  if  not  too  serious, 
may  be  overcome  perhaps  without  permanently  harmful  results;  but 
in  the  region  under  consideration  well-developed  and  abundant  root 
Bystems  are  especially  important  If  the  roots  of  trees  consist  of 
oiily  a  very  few  large  parts,  new  growth  does  not  start  as  readily  and 
as  quickly  as  it  does  if  the  plants  are  well  provided  with  a  large 
number  of  small  roots. 

But  here  again  caution  is  necessary.  A  large  mass  of  very  fine 
threadlike  roots  is  due  cause  for  suspicion.  Such  roots  may  indicate 
a  disease  known  as  hairy-root,  a  form  of  crown-gall.  While  there 
is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  and  experience  concerning  the  serious- 
ness of  this  trouble,  it  is  by  far  the  safer  plan  to  discard  trees  so 
affected ;  the  roots  in  any  event  are  abnormal  and  if  planted  there  is 
always  the  possibility  that  the  trouble  will  develop  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  affect  seriously  the  vigor  and  durability  of  the  tree.  All  trees 
and  vines  showing  crown-gall  or  abnormal  growths. of  any  kind 
should  be  rejected. 

The  height  of  the  tree  is  as  important  as  its  root  system.  Trees 
that  have  been  headed  from  1^  to  2|  feet  higl^as  a  rule  start  into 
growth  more  readily'  and  develop  better  than  trees  headed  3  to  3^ 
feet  high.  In  a  large  majority  of  c&ses  the  high-headed  trees,  even 
when  they  live,  make  only  a  very  small  growth  the  first  season  and 
rarely  develop  well-formed,  satisfactory  tops  as  they  increase  in  age. 

HANDLING  THE  STOCK  WHEN  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  NURSERY. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  planting  in  the  spring  rather  than 
in  the  autumn  is  to  be  advised  in  this  area.  To  insure  the  timely 
arrival  of  the  stock  from  the  nursery  it  is  wise  to  order  it  shipped 
with  a  view  to  its  arriving  at  its  destination  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  actual  date  of  planting.  Otherwise,  an  unexpected  delay  in  ship- 
ping or  during  transit  may  result  in  inconvenience  or  in  the  undue 
starting  into  growth  of  the  stock  before  it  is  received. 

To  hold  trees  and  other  plants  in  good  condition  until  planted, 
they  should  be  unpacked  immediately  upon  arrival  and  heeled  in 
without  delay  in  a  well-drained  spot.  The  heeling  in  is  accomplished 
by  digging  a  trench  12  or  15  inches  deep,  sloping  on  one  side.  The 
roots  are  placed  in  the  trench,  the  trunks  of  the  trees  lying  at  right 
angles  to  it  on  the  sloping  side.  The  position  is  illustrated  in  figure  3. 
320r3'— Bun.  727—16 2 
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In  case  the  trees  are  tied  in  bundles  when  received  they  should  be 
separated ;  otherwise,  the  roots  can  not  be  properly  protected.  Moist, 
finely  pulverized  soil  should  then  be  worked  thoroughly  in  among 
the  roots,  completely  filling  all  the  spaces,  and  the  roots  finally  cov- 
ered several  inches  deep. 

If  it  is  necessary  for  any  reason  to  have  the  trees  heeled  in  for  a 
long  time  before  they  are  planted,  it  may  be  advisable  to  cover  the 
tops,  entirely  or  nearly  so,  with  soil,  to  prevent  the  sap  from  being 
dried  out  to  an  undue  extent.  With  the  first  advent  of  warm 
weather,  however,  the  branches  should  be  uncovered. 

The  soil  that  is  placed  over  the  roots  and  such  other  parts  of  the 
trees  as  may  be  covered  should  be  packed  very  firmly.    This  is  not 


Pig,  3. — Peach  trees  heeled  in.     The  position  In  which  the  trees  are  placed  is  to  be  noted. 

only  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  as  much  air  as  possible,  but  to 
lessen  the  danger  of  mice  finding  a  harbor  among  the  trees,  where 
they  might  cause  injury  by  gnawing  the  bark. 

Trees  that  are  heeled  in  should  be  examined  frequently,  with  espe- 
cial reference  to  moisture  conditions.  While  the  soil  about  the  roots 
should  not  be  kept  in  a  water-soaked  condition,  it  should  not  be  per- 
mitted, on  the  other  hand,  to  become  thoroughly  dry.  The  sap  in 
the  trees  would  be  likel\^  to  dry  out  and  the  bark  shrivel  if  this  should 
occur.  Difficulties  of  this  sort  can  be  avoided  easily  by  the  judicious 
application  of  water. 

Berry  bushes  and  other  small  fruits  are  handled  in  essentially 
the  same  manner  as  trees,  but  the  trenches  in  which  the  roots  are 
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placed  are  shallower  than  for  tree  fruits,  to  correspond  with  the  size 
of  the  plants. 

PLANTING  THE  TREES  AND  OTHER  NURSERY  STOCK. 

The  most  satisfactory  time  for  planting  fruit  trees  and  bushes  in 
eastern  Colorado  in  the  average  season  is  the  last  of  April  or  the  first 
of  May.  The  soil  is  usually  in  good  workable  condition  at  this  time, 
and  as  a  rule  it  is  a  period  during  which  there  is  considerable  precipi- 
tation. These  conditions  are  favorable  for  growth,  and  if  a  tree  or 
oHker  plant  reestablishes  itself  readily  in  its  new  place  and  growth 
begins  promptly  one  of  its  most  critical  periods  is  past. 

The  best  time  for  planting  fruits  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Great 
Plains  area  may  vary  somewhat  from  the  dates  for  Colorado  given 
above.  GeneraUy,  it  may  be  done  earlier  in  the  southern  sections 
and  later  in  the  north.  It  should  be  done  after  the  danger  of  hard 
freezing  temperatures  is  past  and  when  the  soil  is  in  good  condition 
for  working. 

The  method  of  planting  fruit  trees  in  this  area  does  not  differ  in 
any  essential  from  that  commonly  foUowed  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  In  handling  the  trees  every  possible  precaution  needs  to 
be  tefcm  to  prevent  the  roots  from  becoming  dry  when  the  trees  are 
roEQKired  from  place  to  place.  The  roots  diould  not  be  exposed. to 
Urn  mir  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  Covering  with  wet  bur- 
lap iBy  perhaps,  the  most  convenient  means  of  giving  protection, 
bot  wet  chopped  straw,  damp  moss,  or  other  materials  that  can  be 
maiflfalied  and  covered  over  the  roots  may  be  made  to  serve  the  pur- 
pOM;  or  the  roots  may  be  protected  by  puddling  them.  This  con- 
adktnerely  in  dipping  the  roots  in  a  puddle  of  clay.  The  clay  should 
be  of  such  consistency  that  a  thin  layer  of  mud  will  adhere  to  the 
roots  when  they  are  dipped  into  it  and  at  the  same  time  permit  them 
to  be  moved  about  in  it  with  perfect  ease  and  freedom.  Such  a  coat- 
ing of  mud  will  afford  considerable  protection  against  undue  drying 
out  from  exposure  to  sun  and  wind.  By  observing  this  precaution 
at  all  times,  including  the  period  of  exposure  incident  to  planting 
the  trees,  there  should  be  no  loss  due  to  dried-out  roots. 

The  holes  are  made  broad  enough  to  receive  the  roots  without 
bending  them  from  their  natural  position  and  deep  enough  so  that 
when  filled  even  with  the  surrounding  surface  the  trees  will  stand 
2  or  3  inches  deeper  than  they  did  in  the  nursery.  Sometimes  the 
holes  are  made  in  the  autumn,  as  previously  described. 

Before  planting,  the  ends  of  all  broken  roots  and  roots  otherwise 
injured  should  be  removed  with  a  smooth  cut.  As  the  trees  are 
placed  in  position  in  the  holes  the  soil  is  carefully  worked  around  the 
roots  and  firmly  packed  by  tramping.  If  the  soil  is  moderately 
moist  it  will  not  be  necessary  as  a  rule  to  water  the  trees  when 
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planted ;  but  if  the  soil  is  dry  it  may  be  well  to  pour  a  pail  or  two  of 
water  into  the  hole  after  it  has  been  partially  filled  with  soil,  and 
then  complete  the  filling  after  the  water  has  soaked  in.  The  subse- 
quent use  of  water  should  be  governed  by  conditions.  If  it  continues 
dry  after  the  trees  are  planted  an  occasional  application  of  water 
sufficient  to  keep  the  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  the  roots  well  moistened 
may  enable  the  trees  to  grow  readily  when  otherwise  tiiey  mi^t  fail 
entirely  from  lack  of  moisture. 

When  the  trees  are  planted  they  should  be  headed  back  to  the 
desired  height.  It  is  believed  from  experience  and  observations  under 
Great  Plains  conditions  that  the  main  stem  or  trunk  of  the  tree 
should  not  exceed  2  or  2^  feet  in  height,  measuring  from  the  surface 
of  the  ground  after  the  tree  is  planted.  In  many  cases  the  heads  may 
well  be  formed  even  lower  than  this.  Trees  with  low  heads  are  not 
as  likely  to  be  injured  by  sun  scald  as  those  with  high  heads,  nor  are 
they  as  much  affected  by  the  wind.  If  the  trees  have  been  headed  in 
the  nursery,  as  is  the  case  with  stock  2  years  old,  it  is  often  impossible 
to  handle  them  so  as  to  place  the  heads  at  the  desired  hei^t.  With 
1-year-old  trees  this  difficulty  does  not  exist 

There  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  and  practice  among  fruit 
growers  as  to  the  details  to  be  observed  in  shaping  the  permanent 
head  of  the  tree,  but  the  conditions  attending  tree  growth  in  this 
area  are  such  that  it  is  believed  an  open  head  which  develops  from 
a  few  main  branches  is  preferable  to  one  so  managed  tiiat  it  becomes 
dense  and  bushy. 

To  develop  an  open  head,  only  four  to  six  branches  should  be  left 
when  the  tree  is  pruned  at  the  time  it  is  planted,  or  when  it  is 
formed  later  if  1-year-old  trees  have  been  used.  These  branches 
should  be  selected  with  a  view  to  their  position  on  the  trunk.  They 
should  be  arranged  symmetrically  and  spirally  about  the  trunk  and 
should  start  from  different  levels,  thus  leaving  some  space  vertically 
between  the  different  limbs.'  If  two  limbs  branch  from  the  trunk 
at  the  same  level  there  is  much  more  danger  that  they  will  split 
down  in  later  years  under  the  weight  of  a  large  crop  of  fruit  ov 
during  a  heavy  wind  than  where  the  formation  is  as  suggested  above. 

The  branches  selected  for  the  permanent  top  of  a  2-year-old  tree 
should  be  cut  back  considerably  at  the  time  the  tree  is  planted.  If  the 
tree  has  made  a  fairly  vigorous  growth  in  the  nursery  the  preceding 
season,  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  length,  as  a  rule,  may  be  cut 
away.  This  will  tend  to  make  the  branches  strong  and  stocky  ratiier 
than  slender  and  "  leggy,"  as  when  no  cutting  back  is  done. 

This  plan  of  forming  the  head  also  reduces  the  number  of  branches 
which  the  roots  are  required  to  supply  with  moisture  during  the  first 
season's  growth.     It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  a  considerable 
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portion  of  the  root  system  is  lost  in  digging  the  tree  from  the  nursery 
and  that  the  branches  need  to  be  reduced  proportionally. 

The  plan  described  is  illustrated  in  figure  4  and  still  further  shown 
in  figures  5  to  10.    Figure  4  shows  a  Mcintosh  apple  tree  in  July 
of  its  second  season's  growth  in  the  Akron  fruit  garden.    It  was 
headed  low,  the  number  of  permanent  branches  was  reduced  to  four 
or  five,  and  from  the  very  beginning  the  top  has  been  kept  open. 
The   same  plan  of 
development  may  be 
seen    in    the    other 
illustrations     men- 
tioned. 

The  method  fol- 
lowed in  planting 
small  fruits  is  es- 
^ntially  the  same 
as  that  described 
for  tree  fruits. 
They  are  planted, 
as  a  rule,  a  little 
deeper  than  they 
They  ure  cut  back, 
were  originally, 
if  necessary,  to 
make  the  tops  cor- 
respond to  the  root 
system,  and  in  other 
respects  the  direc- 
tions given  above 
are  readily  adapted 

to  handling  small-  p„07«hp 

fruit  plants. 

Because  the  roots 
of  small  fruits  are 
nearer  the  surface  than  those  of  tree  fruits  it  may  be  necessary  to 
give  more  attention  to  watering  newly  set  plants  until  after  they 
start  into  growth  than  is  suggested  for  trees.  This  applies  with 
special  emphasis  to  strawbemes. 


Fio.  4. — A  Mcintosh  apple  tree  in  July  of  its  second  season's 
growth,  which  has  been  pruned  with  a  view  to  develop- 
ing an  open  head.    Akron,  Colo.,  July  19,  1913. 


PROPER  DISTANCES  FOR  PLANTING- 

The  distance  between  fruit  trees  is  a  matter  of  greater  importance 
than  is  commonly  realized.  The  space  unoccupied  at  the  time  the 
small  trees  are  planted  seems  out  of  proportion  to  their  size,  but  the 
requirements  when  the  trees  are  mature  must  be  anticipated.     It 
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requirements  when  the  trees  are  mature  must  be  anticipated.  It 
should  be  remarked  that  the  roots  extend  very  much  farther  than 
the  spread  of  the  branches,  contrary  to  a  commonly  expressed  notion. 
At  Cftieyenne  Wells,  Colo.,  the  roots  of  a  14-year-old  apple  tree  were 
traced  26  feet  in  one  direction  from  the  tree  and  some  9  or  10  feet  in 
the  opposite  direction,  making  a  spread  of  at  least  35  feet;  in  fact,  the 
actual  spread  was  several  feet  more  than  this,  as  it  became  imprac- 
ticable to  trace  the  roots  in  the  very  dry,  hard  soil  to  their  ends.* 
The  great  number  of  roots  that  develop  on  apple  trees  under  semi- 
arid  conditions  is  suggested  by  Figure  11,  and  the  expanse  of  the 
roots  is  shown  in  Figure  12.    It  was  26  feet  from  the  stump  to  the 


FiQ.   5. — A   Delicious  apple  tree  after  two  Fig.  t$. — The  Delicious  apple  tree  shown  in 

seasons*  growth  as  it  appeared  before  its  Figure  5  after  being  pruned.     Both  fii;- 

annual  pruning.     The  foundation  for  the  ures  were  reproduced  from  photographs 

top  consists  of  four  or  Ave  main  limbs  taken  at  Akron,  Colo.,  November  12,  1914 

end  of  the  root  held  by  the  man  shown  on  the  left  in  the  illustration 
(fig.  12). 

It  therefore  appears  that  trees  in  their  earlier  life  may  suffer  more 
from  the  crowding  of  the  roots  than  from  the  crowding  of  their  toj^ 
The  bearing  which  these  facts  have  on  the  welfare  of  the  trees  is 
largely  in  relation  to  the  moisture  supply.  If  the  trees  are  too  close 
together  their  combined  moisture  requirements  may  exceed  that  fur- 
niSied  by  normal  precipitation. 

■  ' 

*This  study  of  the  root  systems  was  made  in  August,  1010,  at  the  Dry-Land  Substation 
of  the  Colorado  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  by  J.  E.  Payne,  then  connected  with  that 
station,  and  one  of  the  writers.  For  further  details,  see  Payne,  J.  B.,  "  Notes  on  a  dry- 
land orchard,"  Colo.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Bui.  173.     1910. 
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Too  close  planting  is  a  common  fault  in  many  of  the  commercial 
fruit-growing  districts  in  irrigated  as  well  as  in  humid  sections. 
Its  results  in  semiarid  sections  where  irrigation  is  not  practiced  are 
likely  to  be  particularly  serious. 

Although  fruit  trees  may  not  grow  as  large  under  the  semiarid 
conditions  of  the  Great  Plains  as  in  humid  sections,  it  is  not  believed 
that  this  fact  is  suf- 
ficient to  warrant 
close  planting.  On 
the  other  hand,  the 
size  attained  here  by 
trees  is  likely  to 
be  governed  very 
largely  by  the 
amount  of  moisture 
available. 

In  the  light  of  the 
foregoing  statements, 
the  following  dis- 
tances each  way  for 
the  planting  oi  dif- 
ferent fruits  are  sug- 
gested : 

Apples,  30  to  35  feet. 

Pears,  25  to  30  feet. 

Peaches,  20  to  25  feet. 

Plums,  20  to  25  feet. 

Cherries,  20  to  25  feet. 

Sand  cherry-plum  hy- 
brids, 10  to  15  feet. 

Cnrrants,  5  to  6  feet. 

Gooseberries,  5  to  6  feet. 

Raspberries,  6  to  7  feet. 

Blackberries,  6  to  7  feet. 

Strawberries,  usually  in 
rows  3  or  3%  feet 
apart,  with  the  plants 
1%  to  2  feet  apart  in 
the  row. 


Fig.  7. — ^The  same  Delicious  apple  tree  shown  In  Ftinires  5 
and  6  as  it  appeared  In  July  of  tiie  following  season. 
Tlie  buds  near  the  ends  of  the  stubs  In  Figure  6  have  de- 


Many  of  these  dis- 
tances may  seem  ex- 
cessive at  first,  but 
they  allow  none  too 
much  space  when  the  demands  of  mature  trees  and  other  plants  for 
moisture  and  plant  food  are  taken  into  account. 


veloped  into  branches,  thus  making  a  good  framework  for 
the  development  in  the  future  of  a  strong,  well-branched 
tree.     Akron,  Colo.,  July  21.  1915 


TILLAGE 

The  tillage  (or  cultivation,  as  it  is  more  commonly  termed)  of  a 
fruit  garden  or  orchard  in  this  region  should  be  very  thorough.  Its 
primary  objects  are  to  maintain  the  surface  of  the  soil  in  a  fine 
granular  condition,  so  that  it  will  readily  absorb  all  of  the  rainfall, 
and  to  prevent  the  growth  of  weeds.  A  fine  dust  mulch  does  not 
take  up  the  moisture  as  freely  as  a  granular  surface  does. 

The  other  objects  of  tillage  will  generally  follow  as  a  matter  of 
course.     Usually  it  should  be  continued  fairly  late  in  the  season. 
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in  1910  the  seasonal  cultivation  in  the  dry-land  ranch  garden  at 
Akron  was  discontinued  early  in  August.  This  was  done  in  order 
to  kvoid  further  stimulation  of  growth  and  to  insure  a  thorough 
ripening  of  the  wood  before  the  advent  of  cold  weather.  However, 
no  beneficial  results  followed  that  could  be  attributed  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  cultivation  as  early  as  this;  and,  besides,  it  might  prove  a 
rather  hazardous  plan  in  some  seasons.  The  growth  of  weeds  fol- 
lowing the  cessation  of  cultivation  so  early  in  the  season  was  suflB- 
cient  to  make  a  serious  drain  on  the  supply  of  soil  moisture.  The 
danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  moisture  in  the  soil  might  be  reduced 


Fig.  8. — An  Utter  apple  tree  after  its  third  Fig.   9. — The  Utter   apple   tree   shown    In 

season's  "prowth  as  it  appeared  before  Its  Figure  8  after  being  pruned.     Both  Ulus- 

annual    pruning.     In    previous   years   the  trations  (Pigs.  8  and  9)  were  reproduced 

pruning  has  been  directed  toward  keeping  from  photographs  taken  at  Akron,  Colo.» 

the  top  open  November  11,  1914 

to  such  an  extent  that  the  trees  would  suffer  durin^j  the  winter  or  the 
following  season  in  case  there  was  little  precipitation. 

Tillage  in  the  garden  at  the  United  States  Dry-Land  Field  Sta- 
tion has  been  frequent  enough  to  destroy  weeds  before  they  have 
made  any  considerable  growth,  to  prevent  the  soil  from  blowing, 
and  to  insure  against  any  run-off  during  heavy  showers.  To  these 
ends  the  surface  has  been  kept  in  a  rough,  granular  condition.  In 
accomplishing  these  objects,  the  soil  moisture  has  been  well  conserved 
against  evaporation  from  tne  surface.  Tillage  has  usually  been  con- 
tinued until  the  latter  part  of  August,  or  late  enough  to  prevent  any 
considerable  growth  of  weeds  and  to  avoid  all  danger  of  their  going 
to  seed. 
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This  practice  with  regard  to  tillage  has  given  good  results  in  the 
Akron  garden.  Moreover,  in  its  general  principles  it  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  ranchers  in  other  sections  of  this  area  in  the  successful 
growing  of  fruit.  Slight  modifications  of  this  plan  of  tillage  may  be 
nece^ary  under  some  soil  and  climatic  conditions,  but  it  is  believed 
that  it  embodies  the  essential  features^  so  far  as  this  operation  is  con- 
cerned, in  maintaining  orchards  and  fruit  gardens  in  this  area,  not 
only  while  they  are  young  but  after  they  reach  maturity. 

Clean  tillage  throughout  the  season  during  the  early  life  of  an 
orchard  amounts  practically  to  summer  fallowing.  During  the  first 
three  or  four  years 
and  before  the  roots 
have  extended  very 
far,  the  demands 
made  by  the  trees 
upon  the  soil  mois- 
ture are  compara- 
tively small.  With 
normal  precipitation 
the  tendency  obvi- 
ously would  be  for 
the  percentage  of 
soil  moisture  in  the 
spaces  between  the 
trees  to  increase 
rather  than  to  de- 
crease under  this 
method  of  manage- 
ment. In  this  way, 
the  greater  demands 
of  the  trees  for  mois- 
ture as  they  reach 
larger  size  are  an- 
ticipated in  a  meas- 
ure, at  leas-t  for  a 
time. 

Cover  crops  and 
green-manure  crops 
serve  a  most  impor- 
tant      purpose       in 

maintammg  the  f  er-     no.  lO. — The  mmo  utter  apple  tree  shown  in  FlRures  8  and 
tility  of  orchard  soil         Co?o./juT21?ioiV'"^^  ""^  ^''^  following  year.     Akron. 

in  humid  and  irri- 
gated sections,  but  in  this  area  where  the  soil  moisture  is  so  largely 
the  limiting  factor  their  use  rarely,  if  ever,  can  be  advised.  The 
growing  of  these  crops  usually  would  draw  so  heavily  upon  the 
moisture  in  the  soil  that  they  would  be  a  menace  rather  than  a  bene- 
fit to  the  fruit.  The  humus  furnished  by  such  crops  in  sections 
where  they  can  be  grown  must  be  supplied  here  by  applying  manure 
or  vegetable  matter  in  some  other  form. 

For  a  similar  reason  the  interplanting  of  crops  between  the  rows 
of  trees  in  young  orchards,  as  is  commonly  done  in  commercial  f ruit- 
81230*— 26 3 
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growing  sections,  can  not  be  recommended  in  this  area.  In  the  case 
of  appfe  trees  planted  30  or  35  feet  apart,  a  row  or  two  of  com  or 
some  vegetable  possibly  could  be  planted  for  the  first  two  or  three 
years  midway  between  the  rows  of  trees  without  irreparable  harm, 
to  the  latter,  but  the  wisdom  of  even  this  limited  competition  with 
the  trees  would  usually  be  doubtful. 

The  tools  used  in  cultivating  fruits  may  be  a  disk  harrow,  com 
cultivator,  or  shovel  cultivator,  as  conditions  or  convenience  may 
dictate.  While  there  are  specially  constructed  orchard-tillage  im- 
plements, the  same  tools  used  in  the  cultivation  of  general  crops  may 
be  used  advantageously  in  most  cases. 


Fig.  11. — Fart  of  the  root  syHtem  of  a  14-ypar-oId  Ben  Davis  apple  tree.     Colorado  Ex- 
periment Station,  Plains  Substation,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo.,  August  11.  1910 

PRUNING 

There  is  probably  no  phase  of  fruit  growing  on  the  Great  Plains 
which  requires  greater  care  and  attention  in  order  to  obtain  the 
best  results  than  the  operation  of  pruning.  Although  this  is  espe- 
cially  true  of  tree  fruits  it  is  also  of  importance  with  small  fruits. 

One  of  the  commonest  faults  to  be  found  with  fruit  trees  on  many 
ranches  in  the  Great  Plains  area  is  the  density  of  the  tops.  This 
fault,  however,  is  not  more  characteristic  of  fruit  growing  in  this 
area  than  it  is  in  many  other  parts  of  the  coimtry.  It  is  a  natural 
conse<iuence  in  the  first  place  of  planting  trees  without  properly 
forming  the  heads  at  the  time  they  are  set  out  and  of  improper 
pruning  or  no  pruning  at  all  in  after  years.  In  fact,  as  will  be 
illustrated  later,  it  is  often  practically  impossible  to  correct  the 
faults  incident  to  improper  pruning  at  the  time  of  planting  by  prun- 
ing when  the  trees  are  several  years  old. 
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If  only  a  single  idea  were  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  pruning  a  fruit 
tree  throughout  its  life,  that  idea  might  well  be  to  keep  the  top 
sufficiently  open  to  admit  air  and  simshine  freely.  If  this  is  accom- 
plished, most  of  the  other  objects  for  which  fruit  trees  should  be 
pruned  will  also  be  realized. 

The  fear  that  the  branches  will  be  injured  by  exposure  to  the  sun 
is  frequently  offered  as  a  reason  for  allowing  the  tops  to  become 
very  dense.  It  is  true  that  where  a  large  limb  which  has  been  shaded 
continually  is  suddenly  exposed  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sim  serious 
injury  may  result,  but  when  a  tree  is  grown  from  the  beginning 
with  an  open  head  and  is  properly  pruned  there  is  little  danger 
from  this  cause. 

In  further  understanding  the  principles  of  pruning,  the  reader 
will  be  assisted  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  illustrations,  most 


Fig.  12. — The  same  stump  of  a  Ben  Davis  apple  tree  shown  in  Pijnire  11.  The  roots 
were  traced  a  distance  of  26  feet  on  the  left  and  9  or  10  feet  on  the  ri^ht.  The 
small  extremities  of  the  roots,  amounting  probably  to  several  feet  in  length,  still 
remaiiied  in  the  soil 

of  which  are  made  from  photographs  taken  in.  the  Akron  fruit 
garden. 

Figure  4,  previously  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  planting  of 
trees,  shows  also  the  pruning  which  was  done  following  the  first  sea- 
son's growth.  The  limbs  were  cut  back  to  the  points  just  below  the 
level  of  the  upper  part  of  the  spade  handle,  where  the  secondary 
branching  may  be  seen.  Branches  which  may  have  crossed  each 
other  and  other  superfluous  growth  were  also  cut  out.  While  the  top 
is  open,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  main  limbs  are  well  protected  by 
leaves  that  developed  from  short  spurs  or  buds.  In  a  very  dense  top 
there  would  be  but  little  development  of  leaf-bearing  spurs  along 
these  limbs.  The  photograph  reproduced  here  was  taken  in  July, 
1913.  A  good,  strong  current  season's  growth  is  evident.  This 
growth  would  normalfy  be  headed  back  during  the  dormant  season 
following  the  growth  made  in  1914,  and  such  thinning  out  as  might 
seem  necessary  to  maintain  the  top  in  a  well-opened  condition  would 
be  done  at  the  same  time. 
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Figure  5  shows  a  Delicious  apple  tree  that  was  planted  in  the 
spring  of  1913.  The  top  was  lightly  pruned  in  July  of  that  year, 
the  superfluous  branches  being  removed.  This  figure  shows  the  tree 
as  it  looked  in  November,  1914.  The  current  season's  growth  of  some 
of  the  branches  was  2  to  3  feet,  with  practically  no  side  branches. 
Figure  6  shows  the  same  tree  after  it  had  been  pruned.  The  results 
of  this  heavy  heading  back,  in  November,  1914,  become  apparent  by 
reference  to  Figure  7,  which  shows  the  same  tree  in  July,  1915 ;  that 
is,  during  the  middle  of  the  following  season's  growth. 

The  strongest  growth  has  taken  place  from  buds  near  the  ends  of 
the  stubs  of  branches  shown'  in  Figure  6.  This  is  resulting  in  a  well- 
proportioned  stocky  tree,  vet  one  which  can  be  kept  well  opened  to 
the  air  and  sunshme  with  a  minimum  amount  of  pruning.  Had 
this  tree  been  left,  as  shown  in  Figure  5,  without  heading  back,  the 
branching  during  1915  would  have  occurred  probably  from  buds 
near  the  ends  of  the  branches,  thus  making  a  top  composed  of  long, 
slender,  "leggy"  limbs  instead  of  having  the  compact  framework 
that  is  seen  developing  in  Figure  7.  Perhaps  this  tree  is  not  quite 
as  tall  now  as  it  was  in  Figure  5  before  it  was  pruned  in  November, 
1914,  but  it  is  more  stocky  and  in  better  shape  for  its  future  develop- 
ment than  it  would  be  if  it  had  not  been  headed  back. 

Figures  8  and  9  illustrate  still  further  the  idea  expressed  in  Fig^ 
ures  4  to  7  with  reference  to  developing  trees  with  stockv,  open  tops. 
These  show  an  Utter  apple  tree  that  was  planted  in  the  spring  of 
1912.  The  photographs  from  which  these  illustrations  were  made 
were  taken  m  November,  1914,  before  and  after  pruning.  The  tree 
then  had  completed  three  seasons'  growth.  From  the  beginning,  it 
has  been  hanclled  with  a  view  to  keeping  the  top  ,open.  As  may  bo 
seen  from  Figure  8,  in  comparison  with  Figure  9,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  but  little  wood  at  this  pruning,  even  though  the  current  sea- 
son's growth  had  been  very  strong,  many  of  the  limbs  having  in- 
creased 2  feet  or  more  in  length.  The  tree  was  started  the  first 
year  with  a  framework  of  four  or  five  branches.  With  these  to  serve 
as  a  foundation  and  with  a  small  amount  of  corrective  pruning  each 
year  the  tree  remains  within  easy  control. 

In  contrast  with  the  average  apple  tree  to  be  foimd  in  this  area^ 
the  one  shown  in  Figure  9,  as  it  here  appears,  may  seem  to  many  to  be 
entirely  too  open.  During  the  next  season,  however,  the  develop- 
ment of  leaves  and  many  small  side  branches,  which  may  be  ex- 
pected eventually  to  form  fruit  spurs,  causes  the  tree  to  present  a 
very  different  appearance,  as  shown  in  Figure  10.  As  seen  here  it  is 
in  its  fourth  season's  growth.  It  will  not  be  headed  back  very  much 
in  the  pruning  which  it  receives  in  the  future.  Heavy  heading  back 
tends  to  stimulate  additional  wood  growth.  This  tree  has  now  been 
well  shaped.  The  limbs  that  form  the  framework  of  the  top,  as  well 
as  the  trunk,  are  stocky  and  strong.  It  is  in  good  condition  to  begin 
to  bear  fruit.  There  is,  therefore,  no  further  need  of  pruning  to  en- 
courage additional  wood  growth,  but  more  or  less  thinning  out  of 
the  top  probably  will  be  necessary  each  year.  Slight  heading  in  at 
times  may  be  advantageous,  but  the  foundation  work,  so  far  as  prun- 
ing is  concerned,  has  now  been  completed. 

The  keeping  of  the  top  well  opened  during  the  first  few  years  is 
favorable  for  the  development  of  spurs  and  short  branches  along  the 
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limbs,  thus  tending  to  the  production  of  a  large  bearing  surface.  It 
is  on  such  growth  that  many  fruit  buds  subsequently  develop.  This 
so  distributes  the  fruit  on  the  main  limbs  that  there  is  the  least  pos- 
sible danger  of  their  breaking  from  its  weight. 

It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  there  is  much  yet  to  be  learned 
about  the  effect  of  heading  back  the  annual  growth  year  after  year. 
If  trees  with  strong  stocky  limbs  are  to  be  developed,  rather  heavy 
heading  in  for  several  years  after  planting  seems  as  a  rule  to  be 
necessary.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is 
considerable  evidence 
that  if  this  practice 
is  carried  too  far  it 
very  materially  re- 
tards the  time  of 
bear  ing.  Moreover, 
in  this  respect,  it 
seems  probable  that 
trees  of  different  va- 
rieties should  be  han- 
dled  differently. 
Some  varieties  natu- 
rally make  a  strong 
stocky  growth  and 
do  not  branch  exces- 
sively, while  others 
develop  long,  slender 
branches.  Obviously 
these  two  types  of 
trees  should  be 
treated  differently 
with  respect  to 
pruning. 

It  is,  of  course,  de- 
sirable   that    a   tree 
should    come    into 
fruiting  as  early  as 
possible   after   it   is 
planted,  but  the  gain 
of    a    year    or    two 
in  earliness  of  bear- 
ing is  of  small  im- 
portance    compared 
with    the    develop- 
ment of  a  type  of  tree  which  in  later  years  will  best  meet  the  ends 
for  which  it  is  grown.    It  is  the  nice  balance  between  earliness  of 
beating  and  other  characteristics  and  the  development  of  a  tree 
which  in  the  long  run  shall  be  best  suited  to  fulfill  the  ends  in  view 
that  constitutes  the  real  problem  in  pruning  during  the  early  life  of 
an  orchard. 

In  rather  strong  contrast  to  the  trees  shown  in  Figures  4  to  10 
are  those  in  Figures  13  to  17.  The  latter  illustrate  apple  trees 
planted  in  the  spring  of  .1908.    The  photographs  used  in  making 


Fio.  13. — A  Wealthy  apple  tree  planted  In  the  spring?  of 
1908,  which  received  no  further  pruning  until  after  its 
third  season's  growth.  Because  of  these  years  of  no 
pruning  it  has  not  been  possible  in  more  recent  years  to 
bring  toe  top  to  a  desirable  form.  Akron,  Colo.,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1914 
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these  illustrations  were  taken  in  November,  1914,  after  the  trees 
had  completed  their  seventh  season's  growth.  Because  these  trees 
are  considerably  older  than  those  shown  in  Figures  4  to  10,  the 
illustrations  in  the  two  groups  are  obviously  not  entirely  comparable. 
Yet  they  show  certain  contrasts  that  are  of  fundamental  inportanoe 
in  pruning  fruit  trees  at  the  time  of  planting  and  during  the  first 
three  or  four  years  thereafter. 

In  contrast  to  Figures  4  to  10,  Figures  13  to  17  show  apple  trees 
that  were  not  trimmed  with  any  particular  ideal  in  view  when  they 
were  planted,  and  they  received  no  further  pruning  until  after  they 

had  completed  their 
third  season's 
growth  in  1910. 
Since  then  they  have 
been  pruned  each 
year.  To  the  casual 
observer  the  objec- 
tionable features  of 
these  trees  may  not 
be  conspicuous,  but 
they  become  very 
real  to  the  one  who 
wishes  to  prime 
them  in  a  rational 
manner. 

Figures  13  and  14 
show  a  Wealthy  ap- 
ple tree  and  Figures 
15  and  16  a  Patten 
tree  in  November, 
1914,  before  and 
after  pruning.  Fig- 
ure 17  is  a  North- 
western Greening 
apple  tree  not  yet 
pruned  in  1914.  It 
will  be  seen  by  ref- 
erence to  the  figures 
showing  the  trees 
before  pruning  that 
.  the  tops  are  not  ex- 

FiQ.  14. — The  Wealthy  apple  tree  shown  in  Fijsure  13  after        f«^im»lTr  /loncsA    oo  a4- 
being  pruned.     Akron.  Colo..  November  11.  1914  tremely  OeUSe,  aS  at 

the  time  the  photo- 
graphs were  taken  (November  11,  1914)  a  good  deal  of  the  foliage 
had  dropped.  When  the  pruning  was  begun  in  1910,  following  three 
years  of  unrestricted  growth,  the  tops  of  these  trees  were  veritable 
heaps  of  brush.  The  pruning  since  1910  has  been  directed  primarily 
toward  the  gradual  removal  of  superfluous  wood.  However,  because 
of  the  fact  that  the  trees  were  not  well  formed  at  the  time  they  were 
planted  and  during  the  first  year  or  two  thereafter,  the  pruning  in 
subsequent  years  has  failed  and  must  continue  to  fail  to  reduce  the 
work  to  the  simple,  systematic  operation  that  it  is  in  the  case  of  trees 
that  are  well  pruned  from  the  beginning.    Most  of  the  branches  in 
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these  three  trees  (figs.  13,  15,  and  17)  are  relatively  long  and  slender 
because  they  radiate  so  largely  from  a  common  axis  or  nearly  from  a 
common  center.  To  keep  the  tops  suitably  pruned  is  difficult.  If 
one  of  the  larger  limbs  with  its  component  branches  is  removed  to 
open  the  top,  the  result  is  an  unsymmetrical  head ;  one  side  is  made 
considerably  lighter  than  the  other. 

The  alternative  in  maintaining  the  tops  sufficiently  open  for  the 
free  access  of  sunshine  and  air  is  to  cut  away  a  considerable  number 
of  the  smaller  branches.    This  tends  toward  the  development  of  long 
slender    unbranched 
limbs,  with  the  bear- 
ing surface  a  little 
later  in  the  life  of 
the    trees    occurring 
only    near    the    ex- 
tremities. 

The  point  in  ques- 
tion is  especially  evi- 
dent in  Figure  17, 
where  the  tendency 
to  make  long,  slen- 
der ^owth  IS  very 
<»nspicuous,  in  spite 
of  the  effort  made 
during  the  past  three 
or  four  years  to  put 
the  tree  into  the  best 
shape  that  its  condi- 
tion   has   permitted. 

A  study  of  the 
illustrations  here 
used  emphasizes  the 
fact,  which  all  fruit 
growers  recognize, 
that  the  natural 
habit  of  growth  of 
different  varieties 
must  be  considered 
in   intelligent  prun- 

1    ^*. .      »  .,     trr    1^  ^1*5.    15. — A   Pattc*n  apple  tree  planted  In   the  spring  of 

nablt  of  tne  Wealtny  1908.  which  has  received  treatment  similar  to  that  of  the 

tree  (figs.  13  and  NovembVfilSo'if  '''^'''''  ^"^  ^'^"^  ^^'  '''''°°*  ^''^°- 
14)  and  the  round- 
ish form  of  head  shown  by  the  Patten  (figs.  15  and  16)  and  the 
Northwestern  Greening  trees  (fig.  17)  make  the  problem  of  pruning 
these  two  types  quite  different  m  each  case,  even  though  the  prin- 
ciples involved  are  the  same.  The  Utter  tree  in  Figure  8  snows 
still  another  type  of  growth  in  that,  even  if  left  entirely  unpruned, 
the  top  would  not  be  likely  to  become  as  dense  as  that  of  the 
other  varieties  illustrated,  because  it  does  not  branch  so  profusely. 
It  is  therefore  less  trouble  to  keep  it  well  pruned,  though  the 
principles  are  the  same  as  in  pruning  trees  of  the  more  profusely 
branching  type. 
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The  manner  of  pruning  other  fruit  trees  does  not  differ  in  prin- 
ciple from  that  followed  with  apple  trees.  Ordinarily  the  tops  of 
plum  and  cherry  trees  are  not  kept  quite  as  open  as  apples,  prin- 
cipally because  of  the  greater  natural'tendency  to  form  fruit  spurs 
along  thie  branches;  but  if  due  attention  is  not  given  to  the  proper 
forming  of  the  tops  when  planted  and  to  wise  pruning  subsequently^ 
the  same  troubles  as  those  detailed  for  apples  are  sure  to  follow. 
This  fact  is  made  evident  by  Figure  18,  showing  a  native  plum  tree 
planted  in  1908,  as  were  the  older  apple  trees  referred  to,  which 
formed  a  head  so  dense  that  it  was  only  with  considerable  difficulty 
that  the  fruit  on  the  interior  of  the  tree  could  be  picked.  Figure  1^ 
is  a  De  Soto  plum  tree  that  was  planted  in  1909.    This  variety  does 

not  make  naturally 
as  dense  a  growth  as 
does  the  one  in  Fig- 
ure 18;  besides,  it 
was  planted  one  year 
later,  so  that  it  be- 
gan to  receive  sys- 
tematic pruning  that 
much  earlier  in  its 
life.  These  plum 
trees  have  been  head- 
ed back  to  some  ex- 
tent during  the  past 
three  or  four  years, 
but  they  will  not  be 
likely  to  require  very 
much  more  heading 
back. 

The  Early  Rich- 
mond cherry  tree  in 
Figure  20  was  also 
planted  in  1909.  It 
has  responded  fairly 
well  to  the  corrective 
pruning  that  it  has 
received  during  the 
past  three  or  four 
years. 

P"iG.  16.— The  Patten  apple  tree  shown  In  FMeure  15  after  A«i^fVi^i.     rkT*/\KlAm 

being  pruned.     Akron,  Colo.,  November  11.  1914  iUlOtner     prODiem 

in    pruning    is    sug- 

fested  by  the  tree  shown  in  Figure  21.  In  some  parts  of  the  Great 
lains  area  rather  strong  winds  blow  much  of  the  time.  The  influ- 
ence of  such  winds  can  be  more  or  less  checked  as  a  rule  by  growing 
a  well-arranged  system  of  shelter  belts  that  extend  across  the  path 
of  the  prevailing  winds.  A  little  can  be  accomplished  also  by  prun- 
ing. The  branches  should  be  kept  well  headed  in.  This  heading  in 
may  need  to  be  done  during  the  growing  season  if  a  long,  slender 
growth  is  being  developed  and  it  is  being  continuously  forced  far 
from  its  normal  position.  The  top,  if  kept  well  opened,  will  offer 
less  resistance  to  the  wind  than  where  it  is  allowed  to  become  dense. 
Besides,  if  the  tops  are  not  too  dense  the  branches  will  probably  be 
less  impeded  in  resuming  their  normal  positions  when  the  wind  ia 
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not  blowing.  However,  a  complete  counteracting  of  the  influence  of 
strong  prevailing  winds  is  hardly  to  be  expected  except  as  the  force 
of  the  winds  is  broken  by  shelter  belts  of  some  kind. 

Great  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  pruning  with  a  view  to  keep- 
ing the  tops  open.  There  are  other  reasons  why  systematic  annual 
pruning  should  be  done.  Without  regard  to  the  order  of  relative 
importance,  the  more  evident  reasons  may  be  enumerated  as  follows : 

(1)  Every  branch  is  reaching  out  for  sunlight.  If  the  top  is  sufficiently 
open  so  that  every  leaf  receives  its  full  complement  of  sunshine  there  is  less 
competition  among  the  different  branches  than  where  the  top  is  very  dense. 

(2)  With  the  decreased 
stniggle  for  existence 
among  the  branches,  the 
crowding  of  the  weaker 
ones  and  the  resulting 
dead  wood  in  the  top  of 
the  tree  are  largely 
eliminated. 

(3)  The  development 
of  fruit-bearing  spurs 
weU  within  the  center  of 
the  tree  is  encouraged 
because  they  receive  sun- 
Ugbt,  and  sunlight  in 
fuU  measure  is  essential 
to  healthy,  vigorous 
growth. 

(4)  When  a  tree 
reaches  bearing  age  it 
can  be  sprayed  thor- 
oughly, and  it  is  evident 
that  spraying  will  be 
necessary  in  this  area  if 
good  fruit  is  to  be  grown. 
Besides,  the  fruit  can  be 
picked  with  reasonable 
ease  and  comfort.  But 
not  so  if  the»picker  must 
crawl  through  a  brush 
pfle  to  reach  it 

(5)  The  above  reasons 
are  common  to  aU  fruit- 
.growing  regions.  An- 
other is  of  special  sig- 
nificance on  the  Great 
Plains  because  of  the 
limited  rainfall.  The 
conservation  of  the  mois- 
ture in  the  soil  is  of  the 

greatest  importance.  Great  quantities  of  moisture  are  taken  up  by  a  tree 
and  given  off  through  the  foliage.  In  general,  the  greater  the  amount  of  foliage 
the  more  rapidly  is  moisture  given  off.  By  proper  pruning  and  thereby  the 
liolding  of  the  top  to  a  form  or  condition  as  to  the  number  of  branches  and  the 
amount  of  foliage  which  are  most  consistent  with  the  objects  for  which. the 
tree  is  desired,  the  less  wiU  be  the  loss  of  moisture  from  the  soil  through  the 
foliage.     Hence,  it  foUows  that  wise  pinning  helps  to  conserve  soU  moisture. 


Fig  17. — A  Northwestern  GnH^nlnK  apple  tree  plant«'d  In 
the  sprlne  of  1008,  which  has  received  treatment  similar 
to  that  of  the  Wealthy  apple  tree  shown  in  Figure  13. 
This  Is  the  largest  apple  tree  in  the  garden.  Akron, 
Colo..  November  11,  1914 


IRRIGATION 


Altho'ugh  fruit  growing  on- the  average  ranch  in  the  Great  Plains 
area  must  be  largely  under  dry-farming  methods,  a  relatively  small 
quantity  of  water  for  irrigation  may  sometimes  save  fruit  trees, 
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and  especially  strawberries  and  other  small-fruit  plants,  during  a 

particularly  dry  period. 
Wells  of  large  capacity  and  windmills  are  to  be  found  on  many 

]*anches  and  orten  furnish  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  use  in 

tidinor  fruits  over  a  crisis  of  drought.    On  other  ranches  a  supply 

of  water  for  emer- 
gency use  is  some-^ 
times  stored  in  earth 
reservoirs,  as  sug- 
gested in  Figure  22. 
Such  a  reservoir 
is  made  by  excavat- 
ing the  earth  and 
mounding  it  up 
somewhat  about  the 
edge  or  rim.  The 
inside  is  then  pud- 
dled with  clay  or 
in  some  other  way 
made  suflSciently  im- 
pervious to  water 
to  prevent  seepage. 
Obviously,  it  should 
be  located  if  possible 
on  a  slightly  ele- 
vated site.  It  may 
be  filled  from  the 
ranch  well  when  the 
water  is  not  required 
for  other  purposes^ 
and  the  water  may 
be  siphoned  out 
when  wanted  for 
irrigation. 


spring  of  11)08,  which  is  the  largest  troe  of  any  kind  in 
the  gardon,  though  during  1914  the  apple  tree  shown  in 
Figure  17  nearly  overtook  It.  It  has  received  treatment 
similar  to  tlie  Wealthy  apple  tree  shown  In  Figure  13, 
but  it  is  in  better  shape  for  a  plum  than  the  Wealthy  Is 
for  an  apple.     Akron,  Colo.,  November  11.  1914 


ORCHARD  PESTS 

F'icj.  18. — A  pium  tree  of  unknown  Identity  planted  In  the 

11)08,  which  is  the  largest  tree  of  any  kind  in  _-, 

The  orchard  pests 
in  the  Great  Plains 
area  are  not  known 
to  be  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  those  in  other  regions  except  as  they  are  influenced  by 
regional,  primarily  climatic,  conditions. 

On  account  of  the  comparative  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  fungous 
diseases  are  not  as  prevalent  as  in  the  humid  regions,  where  condi- 
tions are  more  favorable  for  their  development. 

Insects,  such  as  the  codling  moth  and  currant  worm,  may  be 
expected  to  occur.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the  methods  of  control 
that  are  effective  in  other  regions  will  be  equally  effective  in  this 
area. 

Rabbits  are  likely  to  injure  young  trees  during  the  winter  by 
gnawing  the  bark,  and  in  some  sections  pocket  gophers  and  prairie 
dogs  may  be  troublesome.     Information  regarding  the  control  of 
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these  pests  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Sun  scald  sometimes  occurs  during  the  winter  on  the  south  or 
southwest  side  of  the  trimks,  especially  in  the  case  of  high-headed 
trees.  Injuries  of  this  kind  can  be  prevented  bv  shading  the  trunks 
in  some  way  during  the  winter.  Binding  laths,  narrow  strips  of 
board,  or  cornstalks  about  the  trunks,  or  even  wrapping  them  with 
newspapers,  will  furnish  all  the  protection  needed.  The  material 
used  should  be  removed  in  the  spring. 

HAIL  INJURY 

On  September  22, 
1910,  the  trees  in 
the  Akron  fruit 
garden  were  seri- 
ously injured  by  a 
hailstorm.  The  re- 
sults may  be  of  in- 
terest in  connection 
with  the  handling 
of  trees  in  other 
parts  of  this  area 
which  may  be  in- 
jured by  hail.  The 
oldest  trees  in  the 
garden  were  com- 
pleting their  third 
season's  growth 
when  the  storm  oc- 
curred. The  bark 
on  the  north  side  of 
the  tnmks  and 
larger  limbs  of 
many  of  the  trees 
was  badly  bruised, 
and  in  some  in- 
stances practically 
torn  from  the  trees. 
Nearly  all  varieties 
of  apples  and  cher- 
ries sustained  sub- 
stantially the  same 
degree  of  injury. 
There  were  several 
varieties  of  apples,  however,  that  appeared  as  if  by  chance  to  escape 
in  a  slight  degree,  but  it  is  hardly  to  be  assumed  that  this  was  due 
to  any  greater  resistance  of  these  particular  sorts  to  the  hail.  Most 
of  the  plum  trees  passed  through  this  storm  with  relatively  less 
injury  than  that  received  by  the  apple,  pear,  and  cherry  trees.  The 
tops  of  the  peach  trees  were  practically  killed. 

I)uring  the  two  years  following  this  injury  the  tops  of  a  good 
many  of  the  apple  trees  died,  and  to  some  extent  those  of  other  kinds 
also.     The  seriousness  of  the  wounds  on  the  trunks  became  very  evi- 


Fio.  10. — A  De  Soto  plum  tree  planted  In  the  spring?  of 
1909,. which  has  received  treatment  similar  to  the  other 
trees  planted  prior  to  1911,  but  as  its  tendency  to  branch 
is  less  pronounced  the  top  never  became  as  dense  as  some 
of  the  other  sorts.     Akron,   Colo.,   November   12,   1914 
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dent.  In  many  instances  where  the  tops  were  injured  beyond  re- 
covery, good,  strong  sprouts  developed  from  some  point  alon^  the 
trunks.  The  one  best  suited  for  renewing  the  top  was  selected  and 
the  original  top  cut  away. 

The  results  which  followed  such  serious  hail  injury  have  made  it 
clear  that  the  wiser  course  as  a  rule  is  to  dig  up  and  discard  trees 
that  show  severe  damage,  especially  where  they  have  been  planted 
only  two  or  three  years.  If  tney  have  reached  bearing  age,  or  nearly 
50,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  do  everything  possible  to  aid  the  trees 
in  outgrowing  the  injuries. 

Durmg  the  eight  years  since  this  garden  was  established  the 
hailstorm  that  took  place  on  September  22,  1910,  is  the  only  one 

that  has  caused  in- 
jury of  any  conse- 
quence in  this  garden. 

FRUIT  VARIETIES 
SUGGESTED  FOR 
PLANTING 

Although  the  cul- 
tural methods  used 
in  fruit  growing  in 
this  area  have  much 
to  do  with  the 
measure  of  success 
that  is  attained, 
they  are  not  more 
important  than  the 
selection  of  varieties 
that  are  adapted  to 
the  conditions.  In 
fact,    the     choosing 

FiQ.  20.— An   Early  Richmond  cherry  tree  planted  in   the  ^*  *"?  ^f^  Varietl^, 

spring  of  1009,  an  example  of  a  tree  that  did  not  receive  especially        OI        the 

proper   pruning   and   shaping   of   the   top   the   first   two  .    ^  £      '4.  t 

years,  but  which  has  responded  fairly  well  to  corrective  tree  irUltS,  lOr 

pruning   during   the   past    three   or   four   years.     Akron,  r^lo-nfiTifr  in    f>io    A\4 

Colo.,  July  20.  1015  planting  in  ine  aii- 

ferent  sections  of 
the  area  is  really  more  of  a  problem  than  to  determine  what  methods 
of  culture  to  adopt.  This  is  true  in  a  measure  with  regard  to  every 
region  in  which  fruits  are  grown.  But  where  the  conditions,  as  in 
this  area,  are  especially  trying  and  present  at  best  but  a  rather 
narrow  margin  between  possible  success  and  prohibitive  limits,  the 
problem  of  varieties  becomes  especiallv  acute. 

As  mentioned  in  the  discussion  ot  the  climatic  conditions,  the 
limited  moisture,  relatively  low  temperatures,  and,  in  some  parts  of 
the  area,  a  good  deal  of  wind  which  increases  evaporation  make  a 
combination  of  climatic  influences  that  is  very,  trying  to  fruit  trees. 
Not  all  varieties  will  do  equally  well  throughout  the  Great  Plains. 
In  the  southern  part  of  the  area  the  winter  temperatures  are  much 
milder  than  they  are  in  the  north,  but  the  wind  is  a  more  serious 
factor  in  the  south  than  in  the  north.  The  very  low  winter  tem- 
peratures reached  in  the  north  make  it  possible  to  grow  only  the 
fruits  that  have  a  high  degree  of  resistance  to  cold. 
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Although  very  much  yet  remains  to  be  determined  with  reference 
to  the  adaptability  of  varieties  to  the  Great  Plains  area,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  mention  of  a  number  of  different  fruits  which  have 
been  planted  more  or  less  may  be  suggestive  and  of  some  help  to 
those  who  are  without  experience  in  choosing  varieties  to  plant  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 

APPLES 

Southern  section, — A  few  of  the  varieties  of  apples  that  may  well 
be  considered  for  the  southern  part  of  this  area  are  the  1  ellow 
Transpai-ent,  Red  June,  San  Jacinto,  Maiden  Blush,  Gravenstein, 
Wealthy,  Grimes 
Golden,  Jonathan, 
Kinnard,  Northwest- 
ern Greening,  Texas 
Eed,  Winesap,  Mis- 
souri Pippin,  Arkan- 
sas Black,  Ralls,  and 
Limbertwig;  for  crab 
apples,  the  Florence, 
Hyslop,  and  Dartt. 
These  varieties, 
named  approxi- 
mately in  the  order 
in  which  they  ma- 
ture, represent  a  long 
sequence  of  ripening, 
from  the  early  to  the 
long-keeping  sorts. 

Central  section. — 
Most  of  the  varieties 
that  succeed  best  in 
the  southern  part  ot 
the  area  could  doubt- 
less be  planted  in  the 
central  section.  How- 
ever, the  behavior  of 
the  fruits  in  the  gar- 
den at  the  A&on 
Field  Station  may  be 
used  to  further  the 
information  concerning  varieties  in  this  part  of  the  area,  at  least  so 
far  as  the  growth  of  the  trees  is  concerned.  Reference  to  the  various 
illustrations  in  this  bulletin  showing  apple  trees  in  this  garden  will 
be  of  assistance  in  this  connection. 

Among  the  older  trees  in  the  garden,  the  following  seem  espe- 
cially promising  for  this  section:  Yellow  Transparent,  Oldenburg, 
Wealthy,  Northwestern  Greening,  Patten,  and  the  Hyslop  crab. 

Other  varieties  that  have  been  planted  include  the  Benoni,  De- 
licious, Eastman,  Jonathan,  Lowland  Raspberry,  Longfield,  Mc- 
intosh, Malinda,  Okabena,  Peerless,  Peter,  Plumb  Cider,  Stayman 
Winesap,  Tolman  Sweet,  Utter,  and  Windsor,  and  the  Dartt,  Lyman, 


Fio.  21. — A   Northwestern   Greening  apple  tree  planted  in 
Amarlllc   "^        '  '" 
,  -      .  poared   on         _        ,  _  . 

prevailing   winds   liave    blown   so   incpHsantly   as    perma- 


\g  apple  tree  plj 

the  spring  of  1911  at  the  Amarlllo  Cereal  Field  Station, 
Amarlllo,  Tex.,   as  It  appeared   on   July   23,   1915.     The 


nently  to  force  the  branches  to  grow  largely  in  one  direc- 
tion, thus  making  an  unsymmetrlcf^l  top 
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Minnesota,  Transcendent,  and  Whitney  crabs,  most  of  which  have 
made  good  ^owth. 

These  varieties  appear  to  be  sufficiently  hardy  to  withstand  the 
normal  conditions  in  this  region,  but  thus  far  they  have  been  disap- 
pointing in  fruit  production.  Though  old  enough  to.  bear  consider- 
able fruit  as  compared  with  other  sections,  they  nave  produced  very 
little  here. 

A  number  of  dwarf  apple  trees  were  planted  during  the  first  year 
or  two  following  the  establishment  of  the  garden.  These  include  the 
Yellow  Transparent,  Oldenburg,  Gravenstein,  Wealthy,  Bismarck, 
Mcintosh,  Esopus  Spitzenburg,  and  Northern  Spy.  Thus  far  these 
trees  have  done  well,  and  their  behavior  is  such  as  to  make  them 
seem  rather  promising.    Dwarf  apples  can  not  be  recommended  for 


Fio.  22. — An  earth  "  tank,"  or  re8»*rvoir,  for  irri^atin^  small  i^ardens  and  fruit  plantations, 
(B'rom  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Circular  No.  51,  entitled  '^  Fruit  Growing  for  Home  Use 
in  tlie  Central  and  Southern  Great  Plains") 

planting,  however,  until  after  they  have  more  definitely  demonstrated 
their  value. 

Northern  section. — Naturally  the  varieties  that  can  be  planted  in 
this  part  of  the  area  must  be  restricted  to  the  hardier  sorts  on  ac- 
count of  the  extremely  low  winter  temperatures.  These  include  the 
Oldenburg,  Wealthy,  Hibernal,  McMahon,  Northwestern,  Greening, 
Patten,  Malinda,  the  Hyslop  crab,  and  possibly  some  others  named 
in  the  Akron  Field  Station  list  for  planting  where  the  conditions  are 
not  too  extreme.  There  are  some  localities  in  this  section,  however, 
where  even  the  hardiest  sorts  would  be  of  doubtful  value. 

PEARS 

There  are  hardly  enough  pears  now  growing  in  this  area  to  show 
the  range  of  their  possibilities,  unless  their  comparative  absence  is 
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to  be  interpreted  as  signifying  that  they  are  not  well  adapted  to 
these  conditions.  The  Kieffer,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme  {Duchess)^ 
Bartlett,  and  possibly  one  or  two  other  sorts  are  occasionally  grown 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  area.  A  variety  supposed  to  be  the 
Warner  has  grown  well  at  the  Akron  Field  Station,  but  has  pro- 
duced only  lightly.  The  Flemish  Beauty  is  one  of  the  hardiest  sorts 
and  sometimes  succeeds  farther  north  tnan  most  other  varieties. 

PEACHES 

Peach  growing  in  this  area  is  largely  confined  to  tlie  southern  sec- 
tion, wheye  a  considerable  number  of  varieties  are  grown  to  a  limited 
extent.  These  include  the  Alexander,  Sneed,  Triiunph,  Arp,  Car- 
man, Mamie  Ross,  Chinese  Cling,  Elberta,  Heath  Cling,  Greneral 
Lee,  Lemon  Clingy  and  others. 

At  the  Akron  Field  Station  peach  trees,  including  a  number  of  the 
hardier  sorts,  were  killed  to  the  ground,  or  nearly  so,  every  winter. 

PLUMS 

Plums,  particularly  the  native  sorts,  are  among  the  most  depend- 
aUe  of  all  the  tree  fruits  for  planting  on  the  Great  Plains.  They 
have  l)een  planted  quite  widely  throughout  most  of  this  area,  and 
tktn  is  a  fairly  large  number  of  varieties  from  which  one  may 
cilMae.  Of  these  the  following  are  named,  especially  for  the  south- 
ern sections:  America,  De  Soto,  Golden  {Gold  of  Stark  Bros.), 
£nAl  (Poolers  Pride) ^  Pottawattamie,  Six  Weeks,  Surprise,  Wila- 
gMW^  Wolf,  and  Wyant. 

Among  tne  more  promising  varieties  at  the  Akron  Field  Station 
ara  ttie  lollowing:  Brittlewood,  Emerald  {Burwood)^  Cheney,  De 
dolQy  Surprise,  Terry,  Wolf,  and  Wyant.  The  identity  of  the  plum 
sfaMm  in  Figure  18  is  unfortunately  unknown,  but  it  is  one  of  the 
nmt  promising  sorts  in  the  Akron  garden.  It  resembles  the  Brittle- 
wood  somewhat  and  may  prove  to  be  that  variety.  Most  of  these 
varieties  have  been  planted  widely  throughout  the  Great  Plains  area. 
Several  varieties  of  European  plums,  including  the  Lombard,  Arctic, 
Shropshire  (Damson),  and  others,  have  also  been  planted  at  this 
station.  None  of  them  can  be  considered  promising.  The  trees 
make  only  small  growth  as  a  rule,  and  they  do  not  withstand  the 
winter  conditions  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

In  parts  of  the  northern  section  the  following  varieties  are  more 
or  less  grown:  Cheney,  De  Soto,  Forest  Garden,  Surprise,  Waneta, 
Wolf,  and  Wyant.  Some  comparatively  new  sorts  tnat  appear  to 
merit  testing  are:  Elliot,  Red  Wing,  Tonka,  and  Underwood. 

The  native  plum  trees  in  the  fruit  garden  at  the  Akron  Field 
Station  have  not  been  very  long  lived  as  a  rule.  In  fact,  in  nature 
where  they  occur  in  thickets,  the  perpetuation  of  the  latter  is 
usually  dependent  largely  on  the  growth  of  sprouts  or  seedling  trees. 
The  trees  in  the  center,  and  others  as  they  attain  age,  are  apt  to 
weaken  and  die.  The  grower  therefore  should  not  be  discouraged 
if  he  finds  it  necessary  to  replant  plum  trees  every  few  years.  It 
would  probabhr  be  wise  to  make  new  plantings  occasionally  in 
anticipation  of  the  loss  of  older  trees  through  natural  causes. 
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CHERRIES 


Of  the  tree  fruits,  sour  cherries  are  perhaps  of  equal  value  with 
native  plums  for  this  area.  The  number  of  varieties  commonly 
grown  IS  small,  the  Early  Richmond,  Montmorency,  arid  English 
Morello  comprising  nearly  all  the  trees  that  have  been  planted;  in 
fact,  there  are  probably  to  be  found  many  times  more  trees  of  a 
single  A'ariety — ^the  Montmorency — than  all  the  others  combined. 
These  varieties  are  successful  generally  in  the  central  and  southern 
sections,  as  well  as  in  some  parts  of  the  northern  section,  but  in  the 
latter  there  are  large  regions  where  the  conditions  practically  pre- 
clude the  growing  of  cherries.  The  Zumbra,  a  recently  introduced 
variety,  is  promising  for  some  parts  of  the  northern  Gre&t  Plains. 
It  is  a  supposed  compound  hybrid  of  a  pin  cherry,  a  sweet  variety, 
and  the  sand  cherry. 

An  Early  Richmond  cherry  tree  planted  at  the  Akron  Field  Sta- 
tion in  1909  is  shown  in  Figure  20.     Several  trees  of  the  Black 


FIG.  23. — Sand  cherries  planted  In  the  spring  of  1911.  fruiting  heavily  In  1013.     Akron, 

Colo.,  July  19,  1913 

Tartarian  and  other  sweet  cherries  have  also  been  planted  at  this 
station,  but  they  have  either  died  or  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion.   It  is  not  believed  that  sweet  cherries  are  likely  to  withstand 
the  conditions  anywhere  in  this  area. 

Sand  cherries  also  do  well  in  many  parts  of  the  Great  Plains  area. 
The  ones  shown  in  Figure  23  were  planted  in  1911  and  fruited  in 
1913.  The  fruit  is  of  value  primarily  for  making  jelly  or  preserves 
rather  than  for  use  in  the  fresh  state.  But  as  the  sand  cherry  is 
native  to  the  Great  Plains,  doubtless  selections  could  be  made  which 
would  bear  fruit  of  fairly  good  edible  quality. 

SAND  CIIEKBY — PLUM   HYBRIDS 

Of  this  type  of  fruit  the  Compass  cherry,  a  hybrid  between  the 
sand  cherry  and  the  Miner  plum,  has  been  widely  planted  in  this 
area.  It  is  proving  to  be  of  distinct  value.  Trees  planted  at  the 
Akron  Field  Station  in  1910  began  bearing  in  1912  and  produced 
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pood  crops  in  1913  and  1914.  Though  not  of  high  quality,  the  fruit 
IS  very  acceptable.  The  tree  comes  into  bearing  early  and  seems 
to  be  perfectly  hardy  here.  Figure  24  shows  a  Compass  tree,  planted 
in  1910,  as  it  appeared  in  November,  1914.  The  tree  makes  a  very 
open  growth ;  practically  no  thinning  out  of  branches  has  been  done 
in  the  tree  shown  here. 

A  number  of  other  varieties  of  the  same  general  type  have  been 
developed  and  in  recent  years  have  been  planted  more  or  less.    They 
are  desirable  for  the  Great  Plains  area  generally,  being  very  hardy 
and  seemingly  well  adapted  to  the  conditions  under  which  many 
other     fruits     fail. 
The     Opata,     Sapa, 
Sansoto,  and  Hanska 
are  the  better  laiown 
varieties  of  this  group 
of  hybrids. 

CURRANTS 

Currants  appear 
to  be  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  small 
fruits  for  the  Great 
Plains.  Most  varie- 
ties do  about  equally 
well  and  are  gen- 
erally hardy.  The 
London  Market  is 
perhaps  grown  in 
larger  quantities 
than  any  other  sort, 
but  the  Cherry,  Vic- 
toria, Red  Dutch, 
and  North  Star,  for 
red  sorts,  and  the 
White  Grapej  for  a 
white  variety,  have 
done  well  at  the 
Akron  Field  Sta- 
tion and  include  the 
sorts  most  commonly 

found     elsewhere      in      fig.  24.— a  compass  cherry  planted  in   1910.     The  open, 

the    Great    Plains       ?fJvemiSfr  11^4''''^^'*^  ^  Akron,  coio. 

area. 

The  plants  as  a  rule  are  a  little  slow  the  first  year  in  getting 
started,  but  when  well  established  they  make  a  good  growth  if 
properly  pruned.  Figure  25  shows  some  currant  bushes  planted 
m  1909  or  1910  which  are  quite  typical  in  growth  of  all  the  varieties 
at  the  Akron  Field  Station. 

GOOSEBERRIES 

In  general,  what  has  been  stated  regarding  currants  is  true  also 
of  gooseberries.  They  are  quite  dependable  wherever  currants  are 
:succeeding. 
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As  in  the  ,case  of  the  latter,  the  plants  are  a  little  slow  in  getting 
established  and  do  not  oft^n  make  a  very  strong  growth  the  first 
season.  After  they  are  once  well  established,  mey  appear  to  be 
hardy.  To  keep  them  vigorous,  however,  the  sprouts  that  habitually 
grow  from  the  ground  in  rather  large  numbers  should  be  kept  well 
thinned  out 

Probably  the  Downing,  Houghton,  and  Poorman  can  be  planted 
generally  in  this  area  with  as  much  assurance  of  satisfaction  as 
any  other  varieties. 

RASPBERRIES,  BLACKBERRIES,  AND  DEWBERRIES 

Raspberries,  blackberries,  and  dewberries  have  not  proved  very 
successful  in  this  area,  and  they  have  not  been  planted  as  a  rule  in 

the  ranch  fruit  gar- 
dens. Generally 
speaking,  they  do 
not  withstand  dry 
weather  well.  Even 
in  the  humid  sec- 
tions heavy  losses 
sometimes  occur  as 
a  result  of  drought. 
In  many  instances 
in  this  area  the 
plants  are  slow  in 
starting  growth 
after  teing  set  out, 
though  when  once 
established  the  roots 
are  quite  persistent. 
The  canes,  however, 
are  very  apt  to  kill 
to  the  ground  dur- 
ing the  winter.  To 
some  extent  winter 
injury  can  be  pre- 
vented   by    bending 

Fig.    25. — Currant    bushes    planted    about    1910,    showing        i.v»r»       nontxa      +^       +ki> 
typical  growth.     Akron,  Colo..  November  11,  1914  ^^^      canes      MJ       Uie 

ground  and  covering 
them  with  soil,  but  how  widely  this  method  of  winter  protection 
can  be  used  successfully  is  not  definitely  known. 

Of  the  varieties  observed  in  this  ar.a  there  seems  to  be  but  little, 
if  any,  real  preference,  as  there  has  been  no  important  difference  in 
their  behavior.  Of  the  raspberries,  the  Cuthbert,  Loudon,  King,  and 
Sunbeam,  for  red  sorts,  and  the  Cumberland,  Kansas,  and  Winfield, 
for  black  varieties,  have  been  planted  at  the  Akron  Field  Station. 
They  have  all  borne  a  little  fruit;  possibly  the  Sunbeam  has  done 
fully  as  well  as  any  variety.  The  canes  of  all  varieties  have  winter- 
killed so  badly  that  there  is  little  choice  for  planting.  No  winter 
protection,  however,  has  been  given  them. 

Blackberries  at  the  Akron  Field  Station  have  behaved  in  essen- 
tially the  same  manner  as  the  raspberries.  They  are  rather  slow  to 
start  into  growth  after  planting.    The  canes  have  been  killed  back 
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to  the  ground,  or  nearly  so,  every  winter,  and  practically  no  fruit 
has  been  produced.  The  Himalaya,  a  variety  the  canes  of  which 
are  perennial  and  normally  do  not  die  after  producing  a  crop  of 
fruit,  as  do  the  ordinary  varieties,  has  made  a  fairly  strong  growth 
each  year.  However,  it  is  not  hardy  enough  to  withstand  the  winters, 
though  it  does  not  usually  kill  back  as  far  as  do  the  other  sorts.  It 
has  produced  a  very  small  quantity  of  fruit,  which  ripens  over  a 
long  period,  and  only  a  few  fruits  are  ever  ripe  at  the  same  time, 
even  on  10  or  12  large  plants.  The  berries  are  small  and  imperfect, 
merest  nubbins,  and  the  proportion  of  seed  to  pulp  is  so  large  as  to 
make  the  fruit  almost  inedible.  Besides  the  Himalaya,  the  Snyder, 
Mersereau,  and  Rathbun  varieties  have  been  planted,  none  of  which 
seem  to  be  promising  for  this  area. 

Only  one  variety  of  dewberry,  the  Lucretia,  has  been  planted. 
This  bore  a  little  miit  in  1912,  but  in  general  its  behavior  has  been 
the  same  as  that  of  the  raspberries  and  olackberries. 

It  is  probable  that  much  of  the  winter  injury  to  th-^se  fruits  is  due 
to  the  limited  moisture  supply  rather  than  to  the  direct  effect  of  low 
temi>eratures,  especially  in  tne  southern  and  central  sections.  In 
the  northern  part  of  this  area  extreme  cold  is  doubtless  a  limiting 
factor  in  itself,  except  where  the  plants  are  adequately  protected.  To 
the  extent  that  the  difficulty  is  a  matter  of  moisture,  proper  irriga- 
tion before  the  ground  freezes  in  the  late  fall  might  be  of  con- 
siderable  importance. 

STRAWBERRIES 

Success  with  strawberries  in  this  area  seems  to  be  more  largely  a 
matter  of  the  plants  becoming  well  established  and  having  an  ade- 
quate moisture  supply  during  certain  periods  than  in  the  pmnting  of . 
•any  particular  variety;  in  fact,  the  establishment  of  the  plants  is 
usually  dependent  upon  a  suitable  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil. 
The  roots  are  so  near  the  top  of  the  ground,  at  least  until  after 
growth  has  been  well  renewed,  that  they  are  very  susceptible  to  the 
surface  conditions  of  the  soil.  The  roots  of  strawberries  may  dry 
out  completely  before  a  new  growth  starts,  where  other  kinds  of 
plants  with  their  roots  deeper  in  the  soil  would  not  be  seriously 
affected.  Hence,  if  newly  set  plants  can  be  watered  as  needed  until 
they  are  well  reestablished  after  transplanting,  the  chief  danger  of 
failure  in  the  beginning  is  eliminated.  Unless  this  can  be  done,  the 
plants  will  die  in  many  cases  before  a  new  growth  starts. 

It  is  also  important  that  water  be  available  for  use  during  the 
development  of  the  fruit.  At  this  period  the  strawberry  requires  a 
relatively  large  Quantity  of  water.  If  it  is  lacking,  the  fruit  wiU 
be  small  and  mucn  of  it'may  fail  to  develop. 

By  mulching  with  straw  during  the  winter  to  prevent  repeated 
thawing  and  freezing  as  well  as  to  protect  the  plants  from  extreme 
temperatures,  strawberries  can  probably  be  crotv^n  almost  anywhere 
in  the  Great  Plains,  provided  water  can  be  applied  during  the 
critical  periods  mentioned. 

While  irrigation  might  be  quite  advanta^ous  at  times  in  the 
growing  of  other  fruits,  it  may  often  be  practicable  to  water  a  small 
strawberry  bed  that  can  be  located  near  the  dwelling  house,  when 
it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  water  a  fruit  garden  more  or  less 
distant  from  the  buildings. 
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As  to  varieties,  the  Excelsior,  Beder  Wood,  Crescent,  and  Dunlap 
are  suggested.  Of  these,  the  Crescent  is  the  only  one  that  has  im- 
perfect flowers ;  it  must  therefore  be  planted  with  a  perfect  flowering 
sort  in  order  to  produce  fruit. 

JUNE  BERRIES 

Not  many  June  berries  have  been  planted  in  this  area.  As  a  rule 
they  do  not  make  a  very  vigorous  growth,  but  appear  to  be  hardy 
when  well  established  and  may  be  expected  to  bear  considerable  fruit. 
The  fruit,  while  not  of  high  quality,  will  add  an  agreeable  variety 
for  home  use. 

BUFFALO  BERRIES 

Of  the  wild  fruits  that  are  native  to  this  area  the  buffalo  berry  is 
worth  consideration,  especially  for  the  northern  sections,  where  the 
ran^e  of  fruits  that  can  be  grown  is  more  limited  than  in  other  parts 
of  tne  area.  The  fruit  is  small  and  very  sharply  acid.  Its  most 
important  use  is  probably  for  making  jelly,  though  it  is  eaten  in  the 
fresh  state  to  a  limited  extent. 

The  fruit-producing  blossoms  are  borne  on  separate  plants  from 
those  that  bear  the  poUen-producinj^  blossoms.  As  only  the  former 
bear  fruit,  bushes  for  plantmg  should  be  largely  of  that  type,  thou^ 
a  small  proportion  of  the  others  must  also  be  planted  to  supply  pollen 
for  the  fertilization  of  the  fruit-producing  blossoms. 

GRAPES 

There  is  very  little  definite  knowledge  concerning  the  possibilities 
of  grape  growing  in  this  area.  Liow  temperatures  in  the  north  are 
larcelv  prohibitive,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  other  sections  it  is 
probable  that  a  measureable  degree  of  success  could  be  obtained,  espe- 
cially in  localities  where  wild  grapevines  are  found.  The  foUowii^ 
varieties,  among  others,  have  been  tried  to  a  limited  extent  in  this 
area:  Beacon,  Beta,  Captain,  Carman,  Concord,  Fern  Munson, 
Headlight,  Herbemont,  Janesville,  Lenoir,  Marguerite,  B.  W.  Mun- 
son. However,  no  special  recommendations  or  suggestions  as  to 
their  adaptability  to  any  part  of  the  Great  Plains  can  be  made  at 
this  time. 

MIXED  PLANTING  ADVISABLE 

Attention  should  be  here  called  to  the  fact  that  many  varieties  of 
apples,  plums,  pears,  cherries,  and  other  fruits  are  more  or  less 
sterile  with  their  own  pollen.  Such  varieties,  therefore,  mav  be  un- 
fruitful, even  though  they  blossom  abundantly,  unless  planted  in  close 
proximity  to  other  varieties  of  the  same  kind  which  olossom  simul- 
taneously with  them.  While  not  all  varieties  are  self-sterile,  and 
sometimes  those  which  are  so  under  certain  conditions  are  not  self- 
sterile  under  others,  the  matter  is  of  too  ^reat  importance  to  be  dis- 
regarded when  planting  orchards  or  frmt  gardens.  It  is  therefore . 
always  wise  to  select  at  least  two  varieties  of  each  kind  of  fruit  for 
planting,  unless  one  has  good  evidence  that  under  his  oonditions  a 
variety  which  he  desires  is  self -fertile. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  dewberry  is  closely  related  to  the  blackberry,  having  a  root 
that  lives  for  many  years  and  a  top  that  lives  only  two  years.  Like 
the  blackberry,  it  bears  fruit  upon  last  year's  canes^  which  die  soon 
after  they  have  fruited.  It  is  distinguished  from  the  blackberry  in 
having  canes  that  trail  on  the  ground,  while  those  of  most  black- 
berries are  upright  From  this  habit  it  receives  the  name  "  trailing 
blackberry,"  which  is  commonly  applied  to  it.  In  the  wild  state 
the  canes  of  the  dewberry  form  new  plants  by  rooting  at  the  tips, 
while  blackberries  propagate  themselves  by  suckers.  Further,  the 
center  flower  in  a  dewberry  cluster  blossoms  first,  and  the  clusters  are 
small  and  open,  while  in  the  blackberry  cluster  the  outer  and  lower 
flowers  open  first  and  the  clusters  are  usually  rather  dense.  Figure 
1  shows  this  difference  between  the  fruit  clusters. 
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The  fruit  of  the  dewberry  is  similar  to  that  of  the  blackberry. 
Because  it  ripens  earlier  than  the  fruit  of  the  true  blackberry  its 
culture  has  proved  profitable  in  many  sections.  Recently  some 
hybrids  between  the  dewberry  and  the  blackberry  have  come  into 
cultivation,  and  the  fruit  of  some  of  these  ripens  even  earlier  than 
that  of  the  dewberry.  These  hybrids  have  not  been  sufficiently 
tested  to  indicate  their  entire  range  of  adaptability,  but  in  somQ 
places  they  have  proved  valuable. 


PMtHP  AND  PtlTH^ 

Fig.  1. — A  cluster  of  Mayes  dewberries,  on  the  left,  and  of  Mersereau  blackberries,  on 
the  right.  Note  the  small  cluster  of  the  Mayes  dewberry,  with  Its  long  berry  stems, 
as  compared  with  the  larger  and  denser  cluster  of  the  Mersereau  blackberry. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  DEWBERRY. 

The  dewberry  is  a  native  of  America,  and  all  varieties  are  of 
American  origin.  The  Lucretia  was  the  first  to  be  introduced  into 
general  cultivation  and  is  to-day  the  principal  variety  grown.  It 
was  found  in  West  Virginia  soon  after  the  Civil  War  and  brought 
to  general  notice  about  1886.  Since  then  many  other  varieties  have 
been  introduced,  and  at  present  about  25  are  to  be  found  under  culti- 
vation, none  of  which  is  as  popular  as  the  Lucretia. 

The  two  States  in  which  the  dewberry  is  grown  extensively  on  a 
commercial  scale  are  North  Carolina  and  New  Jersey.  It  is  also 
grown  in  Maryland,  Texas,  Missouri,  Michigan,  Colorado,  and  to 
some  extent  in  most  of  the  other  States.  The  Lucretia  variety,  al- 
though the  one  chiefly  grown,  is  not  very  hardy,  and  for  this  reason 
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its  culture  has  been  confined  in  the  past  to  the  milder  climates.  Be- 
cently  it  has  been  grown  more  in  the  Northern  States  and  in  Colo- 
rado and  is  proving  profitable  in  favorable  locations  or  when  pro- 
tected from  severe  winter  conditions. 

SITE  OF  A  PLANTATION. 

In  regions  where  winter  conditions  are  severe,  the  site  for  a  dew- 
berry plantation  should  be  as  well  protected  as  possible  from  cold 
and  from  winds.  In  order  to  secure  good  air  drainage,  a  site  elevated 
above  the  surrounding  country  is  preferred  to  low  ground.  How- 
ever, it  should  not  be  exposed  to  drying  winds  or  to  other  trying 
conditions. 

Long  hauls  by  wagons  and  jolting  over  rough  roads  will  bruise  the 
berries  so  they  will  not  hold  up  well  on  the  market.  Therefore,  the 
plantation  should  be  as  near  local  markets  or  a  shipping  station  as 
possible. 

SOILS. 

The  cultivated  dewberry  is  grown  on  many  types  of  soil.  In  its 
wild  state  it  is  foimd  in  open  fields  and  pastures  and  by  roadsides, 
especially  where  the  soil  is  poor  and  the  growth  of  grass  and  herbage 
is  thin.  In  such  locations  its  leaves  can  get.  more  sunlight  than 
where  the  soil  is  rich  and  the  grass  rank.  Though  the  plants  will 
grow  on  poor  land,  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  produce  good  crops  of 
fruit  that  it  be  fertile  or  that  plant  food  be  supplied.  In  North 
Carolina  the  soil  in  many  of  the  large  dewberry  fields  is  a  coarse 
sand.  Fertilizers  are  applied  liberally  to  plantations  on  such  soils. 
In  other  sections  clay  loams  and  other  soils  are  used  for  dewberry 
fields,  and  if  they  are  fertile  less  plant  food  need  be  added.  As  the 
dewberry  has  a  very  deep  root,  it  is  able  to  get  moisture  from  a  con- 
siderable depth  and  is,  therefore,  not  as  particular  in  its  require- 
ments as  many  other  plants. 

Dewberries  should  not  be  set  on  wet  soil.  Because  of  their  deep 
rooting  system  they  are  more  susceptible  than  many  other  fruits  to 
wet  soils.  In  some  sections  root-rot  has  been  found  to  kill  plants 
where  the  soil  was  only  slightly  wet ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  soil  must 
furnish  a  sufficient  moisture  supply,  especially  at  the  time  the  berries 
are  developing  and  ripening.  Coarse  sandy  loams  with  a  clay  sub- 
soil have  proved  a  desirable  type  in  one  dewberry  section.  Any  fer- 
tile soil  provided  with  good  drainage  and  yet  with  a  good  supply  of 
humus  to  retain  moisture  is  suitable  for  growing  dewberries. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SOIL. 

As  the  dewberry  plants  are  to  occupy  the  soil  for  several  years  the 
land  should  be  very  thoroughly  fitted  before  they  are  set  out.    If 
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the  soil  lacks  humus,  the  use  of  cover  crops  before  planting  dewberries 
will  be  helpful.  Much  better  results  will  be  secured  if  the  land  is 
planted  to  cultivated  crops  for  two  years  prior  to  setting  it  to  dew- 
berries. The  plants  will  grow  better  the  first  year,  and  a  crop  will 
be  secured  earlier  than  without  such  preparation.  Usually  very  little 
fruit  is  obtained  the  year  after  planting,  yet  figure  2  shows  a  planta- 
tion set  the  previous  year  which  was  yielding  a  good  crop.  This 
field  had  been  carefully  prepared  before  the  plants  were  set. 


PIMM  HP 

Fio.  2. — A  field  of  Lucretla  dewberries  in  North  Carolina  bearing  a  good  crop  the  y«ar 
after  planting.     (Photographed  June  12.) 

PLANTING. 

Dewberry  plants  are  usually  set  during  the  winter  and  early  spring 
in  the  South  and  in  early  spring  in  the  North.  More  mature  plants 
are  secured  for  setting  in  the  spring  than  in  the  fall.  Figure  3  shows 
strong  Lucretia  dewberry  plants  ready  to  be  set.  Because  the  essen- 
tial factor  of  success  in  planting  dewberries  is  a  moist  soil,  they 
should  be  set  as  early  in  the  spring  as  possible,  for  there  is  usually 
more  moisture  in  the  ground  at  that  time  than  later  and  a  larger 
percentage  of  the  plants  will  live. 

The  plants  should  be  set  as  soon  as  possible  after  being  received 
from  a  nursery  or  after  being  dug.  Exposure  of  the  roots  to  the  air 
dries  and  weakens  them.  When  planting,  the  soil  should  be  thor- 
oughly  packed  about  the  roots.    Thorough  packing  brings  the  soil 
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moisture  in  contact  with  the  roots  and  prevents  the  air  from  drying 
them. 


Pio.  3. — Tip-rooted  Lucretia  dewberry  plants  ready  to  be  set. 

If  the  hill  system  of  training  is  to  be  used,  the  plants  are  usually 
set  5  feet  apart  each  way.    Figure  4  shows  a  field  in  which  the  canes 


Pio.  4. — A  field  of  Lucretia  dewberries  In  New  Jersey  In  their  first  season's  growth, 
following  spring  planting.     (Photographed  July  30.) 

are  to  be  trained  to  stakes  after  the  plants  have  made  several  months' 
growth.     If  the  canes  are  to  be  trained  in  solid  rows  the  plants  are 
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usually  set  3  feet  apart  in  rows  which  are  4  to  6  feet  apart.     Figure 
5  shows  such  a  field. 

INTERCROPS. 

During  the  first  season  vegetable  intercrops  that  require  frequent 
cultivation  early  in  the  season  may  be  grown  between  the  rows.  Let- 
tuce, radishes,  early  cabbage,  and  cauliflower  are  well  adapted  to 
this  purpose,  as  they  can  be  harvested  before  the  dewberry  canes 
become  very  long.  If  the  soil  has  been  properly  fitted  and  the  plants 
grow  well,  the  canes  should  begin  to  spread  over  the  ground  by 
August.  Intercrops  that  require  cultivation  later  than  August 
should  not  be  grown,  as  the  young  canes  are  likely  to  be  injured. 


Fio.  5. — A  field  of  Mayes  dewberries  Id  Tennessee  trained  to  the  matted-row  system, 
with  a  low  wli^  under  the  row.     (Photographed  May  0.) 

CULTIVATION. 

Cultivation  should  begin  immediately  after  the  plants  are  set.  In 
some  sections  cultivation  should  be  as  frequent  as  once  each  week 
during  the  first  season,  in  order  to  keep  the  ground  moist  and  the 
plantation  free  from  weeds.  In  others,  such  frequent  cultivation 
will  not  be  necessary,  once  every  10  days  being  sufficient.  When  the 
canes  which  are  allowed  to  trail  on  the  ground  the  first  year  begin 
to  interfere,  cultivation  should  be  discontinued,  and  nothing  f urUier 
should  be  done  in  the  field  until  the  following  spring  except  in  sec- 
tions where  winter  protection  is  necessary.  Any  work  during  the 
autumn  or  winter  is  likely  to  injure  the  young  canes.  If  they  are 
bruised,  they  may  break  off  at  the  bruised  point  in  the  next  fruiting 
season  and  the  fruit  be  lost.  Therefore  caution  should  be  used  at  all 
times,  as  not  only  in  the  fall  but  at  any  time  during  the  following 
spring  and  summer  serious  damage  may  be  done  by  carelessness. 
The  canes  become  very  brittle  and  when  loaded  with  fruit  are  very 
easily  broken. 
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In  most  sections  the  canes  are  tied  to  stakes  or  wires  before  growth 
starts  in  the  spring.  Cultivation  should  be  started  immediately  after 
growth,  begins  and  continued  at  frequent  intervals  until  the  new 
canes  begin  to  interfere  with  cultivation,  which  is  usually  some  time 
in  August. 

COVER  CROPS. 

At  the  last  cultivation  some  growers  sow  a  cover  crop  broadcast 
in  the  plantation,  to  be  turned  under  the  following  spring.  Others, 
in  sections  where  cowpeas  are  used,  drill  one  or  two  rows  of  these 
between  the  rows  of  the  berry  plants.  Wherever  possible  cover  crops 
should  be  used,  as  they  help  to  protect  the  canes  during  the  winter, 
prevent  the  land  from  washing,  and  add  humus  to  the  soil.  If  cow- 
peas  are  used  and  the  vines  grow  very  long,  they  may  increase  the  ex- 
pense of  tying  up  the  canes  in  spring,  but  the  value  of  the  cover  crop 
will  more  than  offset  this. 

FERTILIZERS. 

The  use  of  fertilizers  in  dewberry  fields  must  be  governed  by  the 
same  principles  that  apply  to  their  use  with  other  fruits.  As  soils 
vary  in  the  quantity  and  availability  of  the  plant  food  they  contain, 
the  fertilizer  problem  is  a  local  one  which  each  grower  must  solve 
for  himself.  By  using  varying  amounts  of  the  different  elements  of 
plant  food  on  different  plats  and  keeping  a  record  of  the  yield,  each 
grower  can  readily  determine  what  kinds  and  quantities  of  fertilizers 
to  apply. 

In  one  section  of  North  Carolina  dewberries  are  grown  on  coarse 
sandy  soils.  These  soils  as  a  rule  are  lacking  in  all  the  elements  of 
fertility,  and  the  application  of  a  complete  fertilizer  is  usually 
necessary.  Although  larger  amounts  of  fertilizer  are  applied  than 
may  be  generally  necessary,  the  following  description  of  the  prac- 
tices of  successful  growers  in  this  section  may  prove  of  interest. 

As  soon  as  the  plants  have  become  established  and  are  2  or  3  inches 
high,  cottonseed  meal  or  stable  manure  is  used  to  encourage  a  vigorous 
growth  the  first  season.  Some  growers  use  about  500  pounds  of  cot- 
tonseed meal,  while  others  use  10  to  15  tons  of  stable  manure  per  acre. 

After  the  first  season  two  applications  of  fertilizer  are  given  each 
year,  the  first  one  being  made  as  soon  as  the  canes  have  been  tied  up 
in  the  spring.  At  this  time  a  complete  fertilizer  is  usually  applied, 
composed  of  10  per  cent  of  phosphoric  acid,  2  or  3  per  cent  of  nitro- 
gen, and  8  per  cent  of  potash.  Some  growers,  having  found  tliat 
they  do  not  need  nitrogen  for  their  soils,  apply  only  potash  and 
phosphoric  acid.  The  quantity  applied  likewise  varies  with  the  soil 
and  with  the  different  growers,  but  500  pounds  per  acre  of  a  fertilizer 
analyzing  10-2-8  are  commonly  used. 
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The  second  application  of  fertilizer  is  made  unmediately  after 
the  fruit  has  been  picked  and  all  the  canes,  both  old  and  new,  are 
cut  off,  the  object  being  to  induce  a  rapid  growth  of  vigorous  new 
canes  for  the  next  year's  crop.  A  fertilizer  containing  a  large 
amount  of  nitrogen  is  used  at  this  time.  Either  stable  manure  or 
cottonseed  meal  is  conmionly  used.  An  application  of  500  to  600 
pounds  of  cottonseed  meal  per  acre  is  considered  sufficient,  although 
there  are  growers  using  as  much  as  1,000  pounds.  Growers  using 
stable  manure  consider  an  application  of  10  to  20  tons  per  acre 
sufficient.  In  addition  to  supplying  nitrogen,  stable  manure  adds 
large  amounts  of  humus  to  the  soil  and  is  preferred  when  it  can  be 
readily  secured. 


Fig.  6. — A  Lucretia  dewberry  field  In  North  Carolina  with  the  plants  set  5  by  5  feet 
apart  and  the  canes  trained  to  stakes.     (Photographed  June  11.) 

The  practices  mentioned  above  are  those  used  by  successful  grow- 
ers in  North  Carolina,  and  should  prove  helpful  to  growers  in  other 
sections  in  determining  the  applications  for  use  under  their  particular 
conditions. 

SYSTEMS  OF  TRAINING  AND  PRUNING. 

The  system  of  training  to  be  used  depends  upon  the  climate,  the 
cost  of  materials,  and  individual  preference.  In  general,  where  suit- 
able stakes  can  be  secured  for  a  reasonable  price,  the  system  of  plac- 
ing one  at  each  hill  and  tying  the  canes  to  it  will  be  most  satisfactory; 
but  in  sections  where  stakes  are  very  expensive  some  cheaper  method 
must  be  used.    Figure  6  shows  a  field  with  the  plants  5  feet  distant 
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in  rows  5  feet  apart  and  a  stake  driven  beside  each  plant.  Under 
this  system  the  plants  are  farther  apart  than  under  other  systems. 
The  expense  of  cultivation  will  be  less,  as  more  can  be  done  with 
horse  labor  and  very  little  hand  hoeing  will  be  needed.  Picking 
will  be  much  easier  than  imder  most  other  systems  and  fewer  ber- 
ries will  be  lost. 

Under^  North  Carolina  conditions,  where  the  canes  grow  vigor- 
ously, the  stakes  should  be  from  7  to  7^  feet  long.    There  the  stakes 
are  made  from  yellow  pine  and  are  about  2  by  8  inches  in  size.    In 
other  sections  stakes  of  any  wood  that  will  not  decay  quickly  in  the 
ground  are  used.    These  stakes,  placed  about  3  inches  to  one  side 
of  the  plant,  are  driven  about  2  feet  into  the  ground.    The  canes  are 
tied  to  the  stakes  in  early  spring.    This  is  done  before  growth  starts, 
but  after  danger  of  severe  freezing  weather  is  past.    Gloves  are  used 
in    gathering   the 
canes   in    a    bundle 
and    winding   them 
around  the  stake  in 
a  spiral,  as  shown  in 
figure  2.    The  canes 
are  tied  to  the  stak6 
in    two    or    three 
places,   once  at  the 

top,  and  either  once       p^^    7.— Long-handled  shears  used  in  North  Carolina  for 
more    half    way    up  pruning  dewberries.    The  steel  blades  are  curved  upward, 

the   stake   or  in   two  ^^"'  enabling  the  pruner  to  cut  the  canes  close  to  the 

crown  without  much  stooping. 

places  distributed 

along  the  stake.  Soft  string  must  be  used  for  this  tying,  as  a  small, 
hard  string  is  likely  to  break  the  canes.  The  ends  of  the  canes  are 
cut  off  about  6  inches  beyond  the  upper  tying. 

In  North  Carolina  and  in  other  States  having  a  similar  growing 
season,  all  the  canes,  both  old  and  new,,  are  cut  off  as  close  to  the 
crown  of  the  plant  as  possible  immediately  after  the  fruit  has  been 
picked.  Figure  7  shows  a  tool  used  for  this  purpose.  If  there  is  a 
severe  drought  this  cutting  should  be  delayed  till  after  a  rain.  The 
canes  are  removed  from  the  field  and  usually  burned.  After  they 
have  been  removed  cultivation  should  start  at  once  and  be  continued 
imtil  the  new  canes  begin  to  interfere.  This  will  induce  a  vigorous 
new  growth,  on  which  the  fruit  for  the  following  year  will  be  borne. 
The  new  canes  are  allowed  to  run  on  the  ground  and  are  left  there 
until  the  next  spring,  when  they  are  tied  to  stakes  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  previous  year's  growth. 

Sometimes,  instead  of  single  plants  5  feet  distant  two  plants  are 
used.    These  are  set  about  a  foot  apart  and  a  stake  is  driven  into  the 
32074'*— Bull.  728—16 2 
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ground  between  them,  the  canes  of  both  plants  being  trained  to  it. 
This  method  of  planting  offers  no  advantages  over  a  field  with  one 
plant  beside  each  stake,  provided  such  a  field  is  properly  treated. 

Another  similar  system  is  shown  in  figure  8,  where  the  plants  are 
set  3  feet  apart  in  rows  5  feet  apart.  More  plants  are  used  to  the 
acre  by  this  method,  and  the  yields  recorded  for  such  fields  have 
been  very  much  less  than  for  the  system  where  the  plants  are  set  5 
feet  apart  each  way.  More  hand  labor  also  is  required  under  this 
system,  and  the  training,  though  like  that  in  the  system  described,  is 
more  diflScult. 

Still  another  method  is  illustrated  in  figure  9.  Under  this  system 
the  plants  are  usually  set  3  feet  apart  in  rows  6  feet  apart.    A  stake 


Fig.  8. — A  Lucretla  dewberry  field  In  North  Carolina,  showing  plants  set  3  feet  apart 
in  rows  5  feet  apart  and  the  canes  from  two  plants  trained  to  one  stake.  (Photo- 
graphed June  8.) 

projecting  about  3  feet  above  the  ground  is  set  half  way  between  two 
plants.  In  the  Central  West  the  canes  from  each  of  the  two  hills  are 
brought  directly  to  the  top  of  the  stake,  the  canes  from  one  hill  tied 
to  those  from  the  other,  and  both  sets  of  canes  tied  to  the  top  of  the 
stake.  On  the  Pacific  coast  a  stiff  curved  wire  is  sometimes  used  to 
help  support  the  canes.  One  end  of  the  wire  is  placed  in  -one  hill. 
It  is  curved  over  the  top  of  the  stake  and  fastened  to  it  and  the  other 
end  is  placed  in  the  second  hill.  The  canes  from  each  hill  are  wound 
around  this  wire  before  being  tied  to  the  end  of  the  stake.  This 
system  of  tying  the  canes  from  two  hills  to  one  stake  seems  especially 
adapted  to  regions  where  the  canes  do  not  grow  very  long. 
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Where  stakes  are  expensive  a  wire  trellis  is  often  used.  The  plants 
are  set  about  3  feet  apart  in  rows  6  feet  apart.  Posts  are  set  along 
the  row,  from  20  to  40  feet  apart,  depending  on  their  strength  and 
the  vigor  of  the  canes.  The  posts  project  about  4  feet  above  the 
ground,  and  a  wire  about  3^  feet  above  the  ground  is  stretched  along 
them.  The  canes  are  gathered  together  in  a  bunch  and  tied  to  the 
wire,  as  shown  in  figure  10.  In  Michigan  the  ends  are  commonly  cut 
off  just  above  the  wire.  In  some  places,  however,  the  ends  are  tied 
along  the  wire  and  left  to  bear  fruit. 

In  some  regions  a  trellis  is  made  with  two  wires.  The  posts  are 
set  about  5^  feet  high  and  the  wires  are  strung  one  above  the  other, 
about  3  and  5  feet  above  the  ground.  The  canes  are  tied  to  the  wires, 
part  along  the  upper  wire  and  part  along  the  lower.  This  method  is 
r  arely  used  except  on  the  Pacific  coast. 


Fig.  0. — A  field  of  dewberry  plants  in  eastern  Maryland  trained  to  posts.     The  canes  of 
two  plants  are  tied  to  the  top  of  one  post.     (Photographed  May  26.) 

In  other  regions  neither  stakes  nor  a  wire  trellis  are  used.  The 
plants  are  set  from  18  to  36  inches  apart  in  rows  4  to  6  feet  apart. 
Throughout  the  summer  the  plants  are  cultivated  in  one  direction 
only.  The  tips  are  usually  allowed  to  root  at  will  along  the  row,  but 
not  between  the  rows.  In  Texas,  where  this  system  is  used,  it  is 
necessary  before  picking  to  go. over  the  plantation  with  a  sickle  or 
knife  to  cut  the  new  canes  back.  The  canes  interfere  with  the  pick- 
ers, and  the  cutting  back  does  not  injure  the  plants.  After  the  crop 
has  been  harvested  the  canes  are  mowed  as  close  to  the  ground  as  is 
possible  with  a  machine.  When  dry  they  are  burned  without  being 
removed  from  the  field.  This  cleans  the  field  of  diseases  and  in- 
sects that  may  be  on  the  canes,  besides  saving  the  cost  of  removing 
the  old  canes.    The  fields  are  then  cultivated  during  the  remainder 
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of  the  summer  and  the  new  canes  are  allowed  to  make  a  solid  row. 
Occasionally  in  Texas  a  plow  is  used  to  cut  off  all  the  plants  just 
below  the  crowns.  This  removes  all  diseases  and  insects  in  the 
crowns  and  the  new  canes  spring  directly  from  the  roots.  These 
canes  will  not  be  as  strong  as  those  from  the  crown,  but  will  bear  a 
good  crop  the  following  year  and  a  full  one  the  second  year.  In 
Texas  many  dewberry  fields  when  trained  in  this  manner  are 
mulched  during  the  winter  or  spring  with  prairie  hay.  The  berries 
are  borne  so  near  the  ground  that  a  thick  layer  of  this  hay  is  needed 
between  the  rows  to  protect  both  the  pickers  and  the  berries  from 
the  soil  in  case  of  rain.    It  also  helps  to  conserve  the  moisture.    After 


Pig.  10. — A  Lucretia  dewberry  field  in  southwestern  Michigan.  The  bearing  canes  of 
each  plant  have  been  tied  to  the  wire  In  a  bunch  and  the  ends  cut  off  about  6  inches 
above  the  wire.     (Photographed  July  9.) 

picking  is  over  the  hay  can  be  placed  on  the  rows  to  help  burn  the 
old  canes.  Sometimes  as  the  new  canes  come  up,  the  ends  are  pinched 
back  so  they  will  form  a  small  much-branched  bush. 

In  Colorado  no  trellis  is  used  and  the  plants  are  trained  in  rows. 
When  the  young  canes  reach  a  height  of  about  18  inches  they  are 
cut  back  to  about  12  inches,  to  force  the  laterals  to  start.  Just 
before  picking,  the  laterals  are  shortened  to  enable  the  pickers  to  get 
the  berries  easily.  No  further  pruning  is  done  until  the  following 
spring,  when  the  old  canes  are  removed  and  the  younger  ones 
shortened  to  about  3^  feet.  Under  this  system  clean  picking  is 
difficult  and  many  soft  berries  are  liable  to  be  put  into  the  baskets, 
as  the  fruit  is  often  partially  concealed  by  the  foliage. 
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Variations  of  this  system  are  in  use.  Stakes  projecting  about  a 
foot  above  the  ground  are  set  about  10  feet  apart  along  the  row,  with 
a  wire  strung  on  the  tops  of  them,  and  the  canes  are  thrown  over 
the  wire.  Sometimes  two  rows  of  stakes  about  12  inches  apart,  with 
wires  as  in  the  single  row  of  stakes,  are  used.  The  canes  are  simply 
allowed  to  grow  over  the  wires. 

WINTER  PROTECTION. 

In  the  Southern  States,  and  in  most  of  those  States  where  snow 
covers  the  ground 
through  the  winter, 
no  protection  of  the 
canes  is  necessary,  as 
they  trail  close  to  the 
ground.  In  some 
parts  of  the  Central 
Western  and  North- 
em  States  the  caneau 
must  be  protected 
during  the  winter. 
This  is  usually  ac- 
complished by  cover- 
ing the  canes  with  2 
or  3  inches  of  earth. 
If  the  plants  are  in 
solid  rows  this  can  be 
done  very  cheaply  by 
turning  a  furrow 
about  3  inches  deep 
on  the  plants.     The  puaMHP 

nanckc    chmilrl    Vm   nf\M         ^^^^'  ^^' — ^  32-quart  crate  of  Lucretla  dewberries  grown  In 
canes   SnOUia   Oe   COV-  ^^^^^  Carolina.     (Photographed  June  11.) 

ered   before  there  is 

danger  of  hard  freezes  and  uncovered  in  the  spring  after  the  danger 

of  freezing  is  past 

HARVESTING. 

Dewberries  are  picked  and  handled  in  the  same  manner  as  black- 
berries. They  are  usually  picked  in  quart  baskets  and  sent  to  market 
in  crates  holding  either  24  or  32  baskets.  Figure  11  shows  a  crate 
of  Lucretia  dewberries.  The  same  care  should  be  observed  in  han- 
dling dewberries  as  in  handling  blackberries.  The  fruit  should  be 
picked  at  regular  intervals,  usually  every  other  day.  In  some  sec- 
tions in  very  warm  weather  it  will  be  necessary  to  pick  every  day, 
while  in  cooler  weather  three  or  four  days  may  intervene  between  pick- 
ings.   All  ripe  berries  should  be  picked,  because  if  any  are  left  they 
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will  be  too  soft  at  the  next  picking  to  be  shipped  with  the  other  ber- 
ries. These  overripe  berries,  as  well  as  injured  or  bruised  berried, 
will  decay  more  rapidly  than  sound  ones  and  may  cause  all  the  adja- 
cent berries  in  the  basket  to  decay. 


YIELDS. 

The  yields  of  dewberry  plantations  will  vary  greatly  with  the  dif- 
ferent conditions 
under  which  they  are 
grown.  The  results 
obtained  by  growers 
in  North  Carolina 
may  give  some  indi- 
cation of  the  size  of 
the  crop.  Crops  of 
100  crates  of  32  quarts 
each  per  acre  are 
obtained  year  after 
year.  Though  the 
average  yields  may 
be  somewhat  smaller, 
good  plantations 
favorably  located 
should  yield  as  much. 
Some  growers  aver- 
age much  more,  but 
these  men  show  ex- 
ceptional ability  or 
have  exceptional  con- 
ditions. Figure  12 
shows  part  of  a  field 
of  the  Lucretia  va- 
riety, now  12  years 
old,  which  has  aver- 
aged more  than  100  crates  per  acre  per  annum  since  coming  into 
bearing. 

DISEASES  AND  INSECTS. 


PIMMHP 

Fig.  12. — A  Lucretia  dewberry  field  In  North  Carolina,  set 
In  1003,  which  has  averaged  more  than  100  crates  per 
acre  since  coming  into  bearing.      (Photographed  June  10.) 


There  are  two  serious  diseases  oi  the  dewberry — anthracnose  and 
double-blossom.  Other  diseases  which  may  cause  considerable  trouble 
are  the  common  leaf-spot,  the  orange  rust,  and  the  cane  rust.  Dew- 
berry growers  at  present  pay  little  attention  to  the  last  three  dis- 
eases, though  they  undoubtedly  cause  considerable  injury  at  times. 
The  anthracnose  and  double-blossom  are  more  serious  and  are  con- 
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trolled  in  southern  sections  by  cutting  off  all  the  canes,  both  old  and 
new,  immediately  after  harvesting  the  crop ;  in  fact,  this  cutting  out 
of  all  the  canes  after  the  harvest  is  considered  by  southern  growers  as 
the  most  important  operation  in  dewberry  culture.  In  North  Caro- 
lina the  canes  should  be  cut  as  close  to  the  crown  as  possible  and 
removed  from  the  field.  By  thorough  cultivation  and  the  use  of  fer- 
tilizers vigorous  new  canes  free  from  these  two  diseases  will  be 
secured  by  fall  for  bearing  the  next  year's  crop.  In  Texas  the  com- 
mon practice  is  to  mow  the  field  after  harvesting  the  crop  and  to 
bum  the  canes  in  the  fields.  Sometimes  a  bush  scythe  or  sharp  hoe  is 
used  for  cutting  the  canes.  Wherever  the  growing  season  is  long 
enough  to  allow  sufficient  new  growth  to  mature  before  winter  to 
bear  the  next  season's  crop,  either  the  North  Carolina  or  Texas 
method  should  be  used.  Anthracnose  is  a  serious  disease  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Double-blossom  is  common  in  New  Jersey, 
Tennessee,  and  States  south  of  them  and  as  far  west  as  Texas.  This 
disease  is  controlled  in  sections  where  the  canes  are  not  cut  off  after 
picking  by  removing  all  buds  which  show  infection  in  the  spring. 

Insects  are  not  usually  found  to  be  serious  on  dewberries.  Specific 
information  in  regard  to  both  insects  and  diseases  may  be  secured  by 
writing  to  the  nearest  State  agricultural  experiment  Nation  or  to  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
furnishing  specimens  of  the  affected  parts. 

PROPAGATION, 

Plants  may  be  secured  from  any  reliable  nursery  at  a  reasonable 
price,  and  in  starting  a  plantation  this  procedure  is  usually  followed. 
Dewberry  growers  already  having  a  plantation  usually  raise  their 
own  plants  by  covering  the  tips  of  the  young  canes  with  a  few  inches 
of  soil  late  in  the  summer  or  early  in  the  autump.  These  tips  will 
root  freely,  and  new  plants  will  be  ready  to  dig  late  that  fall  or  early 
the  next  spring.  A  rooted  tip  should  be  cut  off  4  to  6  inches  from 
the  ground  when  desired  for  planting.  Only  the  strongest  plants 
should  be  set. 

Sometimes  the  dewberry  is  propagated  by  means  of  root  cuttings. 

When  this  method  is  used,  pieces  of  the  larger  roots  about  3  inches 

long  are  planted  2  or  3  inches  deep.    If  the  root  cuttings  are  placed 

in  moist  but  not  wet  sand  in  the  late  autumn  they  should  have  cal- 

lused  by  spring.    They  should  then  be  planted  in  the  nursery  row  to 

grow  for  one  year,  after  which  they  are  ready  to  set  in  the  field. 

This  latter  method  is  not  often  used,  as  rooted  tips  are  secured  so 

easily. 

DURATION  OP  THE  PLANTATION. 

The  duration  of  the  plantation  will  doubtless  depend  on  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  in  which  the  dewberries  are  grown,  on  the  system 
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of  training  used,  and  on  the  attention  given  it.  In  North  Caro- 
lina plantations  15  years  old  are  still  productive.  A  few  even  older 
ones  are  still  yielding  well,  but  most  of  them  have  been  planted  too 
recently  to  make  possible  an  accurate  estimate  of  their  probable  life. 

POLLINATION. 

It  has  been  found  that  when  certain  varieties  of  dewberries  are 
planted  by  themselves  no  berries  will  be  formed.  The  reason  is  that 
the  flowers  of  such  varieties  do  not  have  pollen  that  will  fertilize 
their  pistils.  Some  variety  having  flowers  that  open  at  the  same 
time  and  bear  an  abundance  of  good  pollen  must  be  planted  near 
them.  Bees  and  other  insects  will  then  carry  the  pollen  from  the 
flowers  of  one  variety  to  those  of  the  other.  The  Gardenia,  Lucreti% 
and  Mayes  varieties  are  usually  self- fertile  and  may  be  planted  by 
themselves  without  provision  for  cross-pollination.  The  Premo  and 
some  other  less  known  varieties,  such  as  the  Chestnut,  Manatee,  and 
Rogers,  are.  reported  to  be  not  entirely  self -fertile,  and  should  be, 
planted  with  other  varieties  as  poUinizers.  The  usual  method  is  to- 
plant  two  rows  of  one  variety ;  then  two  rows  of  a  second  variety. 

VARIETIES. 

There  are  very  few  varieties  of  dewberries  widely  grown  in  the 
United  States,  the  Lucretia  being  the  leading  variety  in  all  except 
the  Gulf  Coast  States.  In  Texas  the  Mayes  is  the  leading  variety, 
while  in  the  other  Gulf  Coast  States  very  few  dewberries  of  any  kind 
are  raised.  In  California  the  Gardenia  is  raised  to  a  considerable 
extent,  while  in  North  Carolina  the  Premo  is  grown  slightly.  The 
following  notes  will  indicate  the  more  important  characteristics  of 
the  leading  varieties. 

Gardenia. — ^This  variety  has  become  very  popular  in  California,  but  has  not 
been  extensively  tested  in  the  East.  In  California  the  canes  are  very  pro- 
ductive, the  berries  large,  long,  of  very  good  quality,  and  ripening  about  10 
days  before  the  Lucretia. 

Lucretia. — ^Thls  Is  the  best  known  and  most  widely  grown  dewberry.  The 
canes  are  very  vigorous  and  productive.  In  protected  locations  this  variety  is 
hardy  In  the  Northern  States.  In  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Colorado,  and  neighboring 
States  it  Is  usually  protected  in  winter  by  covering  with  soil.  The  canes  are 
susceptible  to  anthracnose  and  double-blossom.  The  berries  are  large,  long, 
firm,  of  good  quality,  and  are  picked  for  shipping  as  soon  as  they  turn  black, 
but  they  do  not  become  very  sweet  unless  they  are  left  on  the  plants  a  day  or 
two  longer.  They  ripen  about  June  1  In  the  North  Carolina  section,  and  are 
later  than  the  Gardenia,  Mayes,  or  Pi-emo. 

Mayes  (synonym,  Austin. Mayes). — This  variety  originated  In  Texas  and  Is 
the  leading  one  in  that  State.  It  has  been  grown  to  a  slight  extent  in  many 
other  States,  but  although  considered  more  productive  and  earlier  than  the 
Lucretia  It  Is  too  soft  to  ship  far.  The  canes  are  vigorous,  productive,  and 
subject  to  double-blossom  and  anthracnose.    The  berries  are  very  large,  not  as 
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long  as  the  Lucretia,  and  have  large  drupelets.  (See  fig.  1.)  Although  soft 
for  shipping,  they  are  of  excellent  quality.  The  variety  ripens  at  least  a  week 
before  the  Lucretia  and  slightly  earlier  than  the  Premo. 

Premo. — The  Premo  is  grown  to  some  extent  in  the  dewberry  section  of 
North  Carolina  and  In  other  parts  of  the  eastern  United  States,  It  ripens  its 
fruit  In  North  Carolina  nearly  a  week  earlier  than  the  Lucretia,  and  for  this 
reason  is  considered  desirable  by  many  growers.  The  plants  resemble  the 
Lucretia  very  closely,  but  are  not  as  productive.  The  flowers  are  imperfect, 
and  plants  of  one  of  the  other  varieties  must  be  set  near  to  pollinate  this 
variety.  The  berries  average  slightly  smaller  than  the  Lucretia,  but  are  as 
firm  and  as  good  in  quality. 

HYBRIDS  AND  RELATED  FORMS. 

Several  other  varieties  of  dewberries  are  grown  to  a  slight  extent, 
some  of  which  give  promise  of  being  valuable  in  certain  limited  sec- 
tions. There  are  also  several  blackberries  and  blackberry-dewberry 
hybrids,  which  are  sometimes,  or  usually,  trained  like  the  dewberries. 
Thus,  the  McDonald,  a  blackberry-dewberry  hybrid,  listed  with 
blackberries  in  a  previous  publication,^  is  trained  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  dewberries  in  Texas.  Farther  north  it  is  commonly  trained 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  ordinary  blackberry.  It  ripens 
nearly  10  days  before  the  Lucretia  and  may  be  planted  in  dewberry 
sections  with  the  Lucretia  as  a  pollinizer  for  it.  The  Mammoth,  an* 
other  blackberry-dewberry  hybrid  listed  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  648 
and  grown  on  the  Pacific  coast,  trails  on  the  ground  like  the  dewber- 
ries.' It  is,  however,  somewhat  more  vigorous  and  should  have  a 
pollinizer.  On  the  Pacific  coast  the  Evergreen  blackberry  and  in 
New  Jersey  the  Diamond  {Black  Diamond^  Star^  Wonder^  Ewing 
Wonder^  Atlantic  Dewberry)  blackberry,  supposed  to  be  a  seedling 
of  the  Evergreen,  are  trained  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  used  for 
dewberries.  In  New  Jersey  the  Diamond  is  trained  to  stakes,  as 
illustrated  in  figure  10.  The  Evergreen  is  trained  to  a  wire  trellis, 
as  illustrated  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  643. 

SUMMARY. 

The  dewberry,  although  closely  related  to  the  blackberry,  is  dis- 
tinguished from  it  in  having  trailing  canes  that  root  at  the  tip  and 
in  having  small  flower  clusters,  while  the  canes  of  most  blackberries 
are  erect,  do  not  root  at  the  tip,  and  the  flower  clusters  are  large. 
The  dewberry  is  grown  for  its  f niit,  which  ripens  earlier  than  that  of 
the  blackberry. 

At  present  the  dewberry  is  raised  more  widely  in  !N^orth  Carolina 
and  New  Jersey  than  in  other  States,  but  it  is  adapted  to  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  country.    Although  suited  to  many  types  of  soils  it  is 

»  Darrow,  G.  M.  Blackberry  culture.  U.  S.  Dept,  Agr.,  Farmers*  BuL  643,  13  p.,  8  flga. 
1915. 
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grown  most  extensively  on  coarse  sandy  loams.  Its  deep  rooting  sys- 
tem enables  it  to  secure  moisture  from  such  soils  better  than  many 
other  crops.. 

The  plants  are  usually  set  in  early  spring,  either  5  feet  distant 
each  way  or  3  feet  apart  in  rows  4  to  6  feet  apart,  depending  on 
whether  the  hill  system  of  culture  or  the  solid-row  system  is  to  be 
used.  Until  the  canes  begin  to  interfere,  thorough  cultivation  is 
given  the  first  season. 

The  following  spring,  just  before  the  buds  start,  is  the  usual  time 
to  train  the  canes.  In  North  Carolina  and  in  some  other  States  where 
the  hill  system  is  used,  stakes  about  2  inches  square  are  set  by  each 
plant  and  project  about  5^  feet  above  the  ground.  The  canes  are 
then  gathered  together,  wound  in  a  spiral  about  the  stake,  and  tied 
with  coarse  string.  After  the  crop  has  been  harvested,  both  old  and 
new  canes  are  cut  off  at  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  removed  from 
the  field.  This  cutting  out  of  the  old  canes  removes  all  the  diseases 
on  them,  and  the  new  canes,  which  later  grow  up,  are  usually  free 
from  disease. 

Where  the  solid-row  system  of  culture  is  employed  many  methods 
of  training  are  used.  In  many  places  a  post  about  3  feet  high  is  set 
between  every  two  plants.  The  canes  from  each  of  the  two  plants 
are  brought  to  the  top  of  this  post  and  tied  to  it,  the  projecting  ends 
of  the  canes  being  then  cut  off. 

In  regions  where  posts  are  expensive  a  wire  trellis  is  often  used. 
Posts  are  set  along  the  row  from  20  to  40  feet  apart,  and  a  wire 
about  3^  feet  above  the  ground  is  stretched  along  them.  The  canes 
of  each  plant  are  gathered  together  and  tied  to  the  wire. 

In  southern  regions,  where  the  seasons  are  long  enough  to  allow 
sufficient  new  growth  to  appear,  all  the  canes,  both  old  and  new,  are 
cut  off  after  the  fruit  has  been  picked.  In  northern  regions,  where 
sufficient  new  growth  can  not  be  secured,  the  old  canes  only  are 
removed  at  this  time. 

In  some  places  where  the  solid-row  system  is  used  the  canes  are 
allowed  to  nm  on  the  groimd  or  are  thrown  over  a  low  wire  about 
a  foot  above  the  ground.  This  makes  picking  more  difficult,  but 
saves  expense  in  training.  In  Texas  and  some  other  Southern  States 
where  this  method  is  used  the  canes  are  mowed  off  at  the  surface  of 
the  ground  and  burned.  This  cleans  the  field  of  disease,  and  the 
new  growth  of  canes  is  much  healthier. 

The  Lucretia  is  the  variety  principally  grown  and  is  generally 
the  most  desirable.  The  Mayes  is  the  leading  variety  in  Texas,  but 
its  fruit  is  softer  than  that  of  the  Lucretia.  The  Premo,  which 
closely  resembles  the  Lucretia,  ripens  earlier  but  is  not  generally  as 
productive.  The  Gardenia  is  grown  to  some  extient  in  California, 
but  has  not  yet  proved  to  be  adapted  to  the  eastern  United  States. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  area  involved  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  includes  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama.  The 
recommendations  and  suggestions  made  apply  mostly  to  the  cotton- 
growing  portion  of  those  States. 

PREPARING  LAND  FOR  CORN. 

DRAINAGE.^ 

Poor  drainage  is  indicated  in  many  fields  by  the  irregular  patches 
in  which  little  or  no  com  grows.  Even  if  actual  drowning  does  not 
occur  in  these  places,  the  growth  is  so  weakened  and  retarded  that 
worms  commonly  destroy  the  stand.  Besides  the  regular  means  of 
draining,  applications  of  coarse  stable  manure  are  recommended. 

CONSERVATION  OF  RAINFALL. 

Although  the  average  annual  rainfall  ranges  from  46  to  more 
than  60  inches  and  is  comparatively  well  distributed,  the  most  com- 
mon need  of  the  com  crop  is  more  moisture  at  some  time  in  its  devel- 
opment.   Preparation  of  the  land  so  that  it  will  retain  larger  quan- 

»  See  Smith,  A.  G^  Tile  drainage  on  the  farm,  U.  S.  Dopt.  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bui.  624,  27  p., 
15  fig.,  1913. 
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titles  of  water  for  longer  periods  is  therefore  very  important  and 
will  give  greater  returns  on  the  investment  than  any  other  one  part 
of  the  crop's  culture.  The  capacity  of  a  soil  for  moisture  will  depend 
much  upon  the  depth  to  which  the  land  is  plowed  and  the  quantity 
of  himius  (decaying  vegetable  matter)  incorporated  with  it. 

PLOWING. 

Land  should  be  broken  from  8*  to  10  inches  deep.  If  the  land  is  in 
:a  poor  state  of  cultivation  this  is  best  accomplished  by  turning  only 
that  part  which  previously  has  been  broken  and  loosening  the  rest 
of  the  depth  with  a  subsoil  plow.  The  subsoil  plow  will  be  most 
efficient  when  it  is  made  to  follow  in  the  furrow  of  the  tumplow. 
In  following  seasons  the  land  may  be  turned  deeper,  the  increased 
depth  varying  with  the  quantity  of  vegetable  matter  incorporated 


Pig.  1. — A  reversible  disk  plow. 

during  the  last  preparation.  \Mien  a  soil  of  the  required  depth  has 
been  established,  the  turnplow  may  be  run  from  6  to  8  inches  deep 
at  each  preparation  and  the  subsoil  plow  only  as  often  as  seems 
necessary  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  compact  layer  just  below  the 
depth  of  the  tumplow. 

In  order  that  the  plows  may  accomplish  the  greatest  amount  of 
pulverizing,  the  work  should  be  done  when  samples  of  the  soil 
crumble  most  readily  in  the  hand.  The  period  when  the  best 
work  may  be  done  frequently  passes  before  all  of  the  land  can  be 
prepared.  If  the  surface  of  the  land  is  thoroughly  pulverized 
with  a  disk  harrow  or  other  implement  as  soon  as  it  is  dry,  the  period 
for  efficient  work  will  be  greatly  extended. 

Figure  1  illustrates  a  disk  plow  that  reverses,  so  that  the  furrows 
may  all  be  turned  in  one  direction.  It  is  especially  valuable  on  steep 
hillsides  and  where  it  is  necessary  to  avoid  open  furrows. 
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Figure  2  illustrates  a  type  of  walking  tumplow  that  is  adapted 
to  the  mixed  sand  and  clay  soils  of  the  South  Atlantic  States. 

Well-adapted  harrows  and  other  types  of  tools  for  pulverizing 
and  smoothing  the  soil  after  it  has  been  broken  are  now  common  in 
every  commimity.  Frequently,  however,  the  land  is  not  worked  until 
its  surface  has  dried.  The  closer  the  breaking  plows  are  followed 
by  the  surface  tools,  the  less  time  and  labor  it  will  require  to  do  the 
work. 

HUMUS. 

Nothing  will  do  more  to  economize  the  labor  of  tilling  the  land 
and  to  prolong  the  good  effects  of  tillage  than  the  presence  of  an 
ample  quantity  of  humus  in  the  soil.  All  land  intended  for  the 
profitable  cultivation  of  com  should  be  stocked  with  such  material 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  best  preparatory  crops  for  com  are  the 
legumes,  some  of  which  are  cowpeas,  velvet  beans,  vetch,  the  clovers, 


Fio.  2. — A  good  type  of  walking  turnplow. 

and  beggarweeds.  These  crops  may  be  made  to  supply  much  vege- 
table matter  and,  in  addition,  a  part  or  all  of  the  necessary  nitrogen. 
Manure  produced  in  connection  with  the  raising  of  live  stock 
always  has  been  associated  with  the  highest  type  of  agriculture.  An 
inconsiderable  amount  of  it  is  at  present  produced  on  most  farms, 
because  there  are  so  few  animals.  Its  great  value,  however,  in  con- 
nection with  the  production  of  corn  and  other  crops  should  command 
careful  consideration.* 

COMMERCIAL  FERTILIZERS." 

Commercial  fertilizers  should  be  used  to  supply  such  elements  of 

plant  food  as  can  not  be  supplied  by  the  soil  and  by  cropping  systems 

_ —  f 

»  See  Beal,  W.  J.,  Barnyard  manure,  U.  S.  Dept  Agr.,  Farmers'  Bui.  192,  32  p.,  4  flg., 
1904. 

>  For  a  general  discussion  of  the  whole  subject  of  commercial  fertilizers,  see  the  follow- 
ing: Voorhees,  E.  B.,  Commercial  fertilisers:  Composition  and  use,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr., 
Fanners'  Bnl.  44,  24  p.,  1806;  Beavers,  J.  C,  Farm  practice  in  the  use  of  commercial 
fertlUsera  in  the  South  AtlanUc  States,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bui.  398,  24  p.,  2  flg., 
1910. 
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in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  greatest  profit.  Usually  it  is  desirable 
to  supply  nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid,  and  potash  in  some  one  or  more 
of  their  various  forms.  The  proportions  of  these  fertilizer  c(Histitu- 
ents  that  it  is  necessary  to  use  vary  with  the  soil  and  the  general 
cropping  system. 

Extensive  tests  over  a  long  period  of  years  are  urgently  needed 
as  a  guide  in  choosing  a  fertilizer  for  each  of  the  many  different  con- 
ditions in  the  section.  At  present  some  of  the  most  satisfactory 
data  available  are  those  of  the  North  Carolina  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station.  These  cover  a  period  of  10  or  12  years  in  the  Coastal 
Plain  and  Piedmont  sections  of  North  Carolina.  As  a  result  of 
these  tests,  the  station  mentioned  recommends  the  following  fertilizer 
formulas  and  practices  for  the  average  unimproved  sandy  and  sandy- 
loam  soils  in  the  Coastal  Plain  section  and  for  the  clay  and  clay-loam 
soils  in  fair  condition  in  the  Piedmont  section  of  that  State.  These 
recommendations,  printed  in  small  type  in  the  following  paragraphs, 
are  taken  from  Circular  No.  18  of  the  North  Carolina  station. 


No.  1. 


Fertiliser  formulas  for  the  Coastal  Plain  section. 

Pounds. 

Add  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 600 

Cottonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 1,200 

Kainit,  12  per  cent  potash 200 


2,000 

This  mixture  wiU  contain:  Available  phosphoric  acid,  5.5  per  cent;  potash, 
2.3  per  cent;  nitrogen,  3.7  per  cent  (equal  to  ammonia,  4.5  per  cent). 

No.  2. 

PoondB. 

Acid  phospliate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 765 

Cottonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 650 

Nitrate  of  soda,  15  per  cent  nitrogen 265 

Kainit,  12  per  cent  potash ^-  320 


2,000 


In  this  formula  one-half  of  the  nitrogen  is  supplied  by  nitrate  of  soda  and  the 
other  one-half  by  cottonseed  meal.  This  mixture  will  contain :  Available  phos- 
phoric acid,  7.0  per  cent ;  potash,  2.5  per  cent ;  nitrogen,  4.0  per  cent  (equal  to 
ammonia,  4.9  per  cent). 
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Na  3. 

PoandB. 

Add  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 680 

Cottonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 935 

Nitrate  of  soda,  15  per  cent  nitrogen 125 

Kainit,  12  per  cent  potash 260 


2,000 


In  this  formula  one-fonrth  of  the  nitrogen  is  supplied  by  nitrate  of  soda  and 
the  other  three-fourths  by  cottonseed  meal.  This  mixture  will  contain:  Avail- 
able phosphoric  acid,  6.8  per  cent;  potash,  2.4  per  cent;  nitrogen,  8.8  per  cent 
(equal  to  ammonia,  4.6  per  cent). 

No.  4. 

Poondi. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 650 

Ck)ttonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric add,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 1,300. 

Muriate  of  potash,  50  per  cent  potash 60 


2,000 

This  mixture  will  contain:  Available  phosphoric  add,  7.0  per  cent;  potash, 
2.4  per  cent;  nitrogen,  4.0  per  cent  (equal  to  ammonia,  4.9  per  cent). 

No.  5. 

Pounds. 

Add  phosphate,  14  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 1, 170 

Dried  blood,  13  per  cent  nitrogen 715 

Muriate  of  potash,  50  per  cent  potash 115 


2,000 

This  mixture  is  quite  concentrated  on  account  of  the  high-grade  phosphatic 
and  potassic  materials  used  and  will  contain:  Available  phosphoric  add,  8.2 
l>er  cent;  potash,  2.9  per  cent;  nitrogen,  4.6  per  cent  (equal  to  ammonia,  5.6 
per  cent). 

Fertilizer  formulas  for  the  Piedmont  section. 
No.  1. 

Pounds. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  add 750 

Cottonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 1, 250 


2,000 


This  mixture  will  contain :  Available  phosphoric  add,  7.8  per  cent ;  potash, 
1.1  per  cent;  nitrogen,  3.9  per  cent  (equal  to  ammonia,  4.7  per  cent). 
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No.  2. 

Pounds. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 930 

Ck>ttoDseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 680 

Nitrate  of  soda,  15  per  cent  nitrogen 280 

Kainlt,  12  per  cent  potash 110 


2.000 

In  this  formula  one-half  of  the  nitrogen  is  supplied  by  nitrate  of  soda  and  the 
other  one-half  by  cottonseed  meaL  This  mixture  will  contain :  Available  phos- 
phoric acid.  8.4  per  cent ;  potash,  1.3  per  cent ;  nitrogen,  4.2  per  cent  (equal  to 
ammonia,  5.1  per  cent). 

No.  8. 

Ponnds. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid 835 

Cottonseed  meal,  6.17  per  cent  nitrogen,  2.8  per  cent  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  1.8  per  cent  potash 9S0 

;Nltrate  of  soda,  15  par  cent  nitrogen 135 

Kainlt,  12  per  cent  potash 60 


.     .  .2.000 

In  this  formula  one-fourth  of  the  nitrogen  is  supplied  by  nitrate  of  soda  and 
the  other  three-fourths  by  cottonseed  meal.  This  mlxtiu'e  will  contain:  Avail- 
able phosphoric  acid,  8.1  per  cent;  potash,  1.2  per  cent;  nitrogen,  4.0  per  cent 
(equal  to  ammonia,  4.9  per  cent). 

No.  4. 

Pounds. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent  phosphoric  acid _—  1, 200 

Dried  blood,  13  per  cent  nitrogen 740 

Muriate  of  potash,  50  per  cent  potash 60 

2,000 

This  mixture  Is  a  concentrated  one  on  account  of  high-grade  nitrogenous 
and  potasslc  materials  being  used,  and  will  contain :  Available  phosphoric  acid, 
9.6  per  cent;  potash,  1.5  per  cent;  nitrogen,  4.8  per  cent  (equal  to  ammonia, 
5.8  per  cent). 

NITRATE  OF  SODA. 

This  material  Is  quick  acting  because  of  Its  easy  solubility  In  water.  For 
this  reason,  when  used  In  a  considerable  quantity  In  fertilizers  at  time  of 
planting,  especially  on  light  sandy  land,  there  Is  considerable  danger  of  its 
being  leached  beyond  the  reach  of  the  roots  of  the  plants  before  they  can  use  it. 
On  clay  lands  and  loams  having  good  subsoils  to  them,  this  danger  does  not 
exist,  certainly  not  to  the  extent  that  It  does  on  light  soils.  A  small  amount  of 
nitrate  of  soda  in  the  mixture  will  give  the  crop  a  quick  start  and  make  its 
cultivation  easier  and  more  economical.  Formula  No.  3  has  been  arranged 
with  this  Idea  In  view,  and  In  No.  2  one-half  the  nitrogen  comes  from  nitrate 
of  soda.  On  light  lands  It  would  likely  be  better  to  omit  the  nitrate  from  the 
mixture  and  apply  it  as  a  top-dressing  between  the  10th  and  last  of  June  on 
early  corn.     Nitrate  of  soda  may  take  the  place  of  a  portion  of  the  other 
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nitrogen-famishing  materials  in  any  of  tlie  formulas,  1  pound  of  nitrate  being 
equal  in  its  content  of  nitrogen  to  2.4  pounds  of  cottonseed  meal,  1.8  pounds  of 
fish  scrap,  or  1.2  pounds  of  dried  blood.  Nitrate  of  soda  is  frequently  used  as  a 
top-dressing  for  com  and  is  a  very  valuable  material  for  use  in  this  way.  A 
good  application  is  50  to  75  pounds  per  acre,  distributed  along  the  side  of  the 
row  or  dropped  beside  the  plants  and  3  or  4  inches  from  them,  or  else  where 
there  is  a  ridge  in  the  center  it  may  be  distributed  on  this,  and  when  it  is 
thrown  out  the  nitrate  will  he  thrown  to  the  two  sides  of  the  row. 

APPUCATION  OF  FERTILIZERS  TO  CORN. 

On  clay  lands  and  loams  having  good  sul>soil  the  fertilizer  should  be  applied 
in  the  drill,  at  or  just  before  planting,  at  the  rate  of  200  to  400  pounds  per  acre. 
On  light  sandy  lands  it  is  best  to  use  50  to  100  pounds  in  the  drill  at  time  of 
planting,  to  give  the  crop  a  good  start,  and  the  balance  of  the  fertilizer  as  a 
side  dressing  when  the  com  has  begun  to  grow  welL 

No  part  of  the  method  of  culture  requires  more  intelligence  on  the 
part  of  the  grower  than  the  proper  supply  of  commercial  fertilizer' 
to  com«  For  the  man  who  is  able  and  willing  to  meet  the  conditions 
in  each  case  as  they  arise,  the  following  suggestions  are  offered: 
Apply  all  the  fertilizer  that  supplies  nothing  but  phosphorus  and 
potash  on  the  line  of  the  row  at  or  before  the  time  of  planting.  It 
should  be  mixed  with  the  soil  as  thoroughly  and  widely  as  is  prac- 
ticable. If  experience  has  shown  that  the  early  growth  is  liable  to 
be  so  slow  and  weak  that  there  is  difficulty  in  getting  a  stand,  from 
25  to  30  pounds  of  nitrate  of  soda  should  be  distributed  with  the 
seed.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  necessary  nitrogen  should  be 
supplied  from  time  to  time  while  cultivating  the  com.  The  amount 
of  nitrogen  supplied  in  this  way  should  be  governed  somewhat  by 
the  rate  at  which  the  com  is  growing.  As  a  general  rule,  the  early 
applications  should  be  comparatively  light  and  the  late  applications 
comparatively  heavy,  the  idea  being  to  avoid  an  excessively  rapid 
and  tender  growth  at  any  time  and  thus  avoid  some  of  the  damage 
that  is  always  likely  to  result  from  a  drought. 

Nitrate  of  soda  is  the  best  form  in  which  to  supply  nitrogen  by 
this  system. 

Fertilizer  attachments  for  cultivators  are  the  best  devices  for 
distributing  nitrate  of  soda. 

FERTILIZERS  FOR  CORN  FOLLOWING  PEAS  AND  OTHER  LEGUMES. 

The  best  and  most  profitable  yields  of  corn  In  our  experimental  work  were 
where  the  com  followed  soy  beans,  bur  clover,  cowpeas,  crimson  clover,  and 
other  leguminous  crops.  These  crops,  with  acid  phosphate  and  kalnlt  or  some 
other  potash  salt,  are  the  best  previous  treatment  and  fertilization  for  com. 
Where  light  crops  of  peas  have  been  grown  In  com  or  cut  from  the  land  and 
the  stubble  left,  It  would  be  safest  to  add  some  nitrogenous  material  In  the 
fertilizer  mixture.  In  cases  of  this  kind  It  is  suggested  that  the  nitrogen- 
furnishing  material  In  any  of  the  preceding  foi-mulas  be  reduced  one-half. 
Where  com  Is  to  follow  good  crops  of  cowpeas,  soy  beans,  bur  and  crimson 
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clovers,  especially  where  the  entire  crop  has  been  left  on  the  soil,  no  farther 
application  of  nitrogen  need  be  made,  but  it  Is  advised  that  200  to  SOO  pounds 
per  acre  of  the  following  mixture,  In  the  drill,  be  used  just  before  planting: 

Pounds. 

Acid  phosphate,  16  per  cent 200 

Kainlt,  12  per  cent 100 

RESULTS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  South  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  reports  in 
Bulletin  No.  178  of  that  station  that  at  Summerville,  S.  C.  (in  the 
Coastal  Plain),  a  formula  approximating  10  per  cent  phosphoric 
acid,  4  per  cent  potash,  and  3.3  per  cent  nitrogen  (equal  to  4  per 
cent  ammonia)  is  the  best  for  those  conditions.  This  bulletin  also 
indicates  that  acid  phosphate  is  the  most  profitable  source  of  phos- 
phorus under  the  conditions  specified. 

PLANTING. 

TIBIE  OF  PLANTma 

There  is  considerable  latitude  alltywed  for  planting,  because  of 
the  long  seasons.  The  question  is  frequently  raised  whether  one 
should  plant  early  (from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  first  week  in 
April)  or  late  (May  1  to  July  1). 

In  considering  the  question,  the  budworm  or  southern  com  root- 
worm  {Diahrotica  duodeciwrpwnctata  Oliv.)  is  probably  the  most 
influential  factor. 

Over  the  greater  part  of  the  area  considered,  the  worms  appear 
most  abundantly  in  April,  though  this  period  varies  with  the  latitude 
and  the  weather.  Many  farmers  try  to  plant  either  before  or  after 
this  main  attack.  It  has  been  shown,^  however,  that  the  adult  insect 
is  usually  on  hand  to  lay  eggs  even  before  com  can  be  planted,  and 
it  is  therefore  likely  that  if  the  soil  conditions  are  favorable  to  the 
insect, the  early-planted  com  will  have  but  little  success  in  avoiding 
the  worms*  On  the  other  hand,  com  planted  from  the  first  to  the 
10th  of  May  (depending  on  the  latitude)  will  suffer  practically  no 
damage  from  these  worms. 

It  has  been  observed  that  a  cold,  wet  soil  favors  budworms.  It  is 
probable  that  artificial  drainage  and  coarse  farm  manure  will  do 
much  to  dispose  of  this  trouble  and  thereby  render  the  grower  more 
independent  as  to  the  time  of  planting. 

Much  of  the  land  in  these  States  has  fairly  good  drainage  and 
the  soil  early  becomes  warm  and  well  aerated.  On  this  land  the 
budworms  usually  do  little  or  no  damage  at  any  time,  and  the 

»  Turner,  W.  F.     Bud-worms  In  com.     Ala.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Clr.  8.  7  p.,  1  flg.,  1911. 
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farmer  is  thus  freed  from  the  limitations  just  mentioned.  On  such 
land  the  heaviest  yields  of  com  are  usually  obtained  by  planting  as 
soon  as  a  permanent  stand  can  be  secured. 

MANNER  OF  PLANTING. 

On  warm  well-drained  land  it  has  become  very  popular  to  plant 
com  in  the  water  furrows  left  by  plowing  the  land  into  beds,  the 
width  being  that  desired  between  the  rows. 

Planting  in  furrows  has  three  special  advantages : 

(1)  The  growth  of  com  planted  in  furrows  is  for  the  most  part  easily  con- 
trolled. 

(2)  The  cultivation  of  furrow-planted  corn  at  the  time  when  root  injury 
is  usually  most  serious  consists  largely  of  waking  down  the  soil  of  the  bed 
about  the  com.  Injury  to  the  roots  by  the  cultivators  is  therefore  hardly 
possibla 

(3)  Corn  planted  in  furrows  is  much  more  easily  kept  clean  in  the  row  than 
that  planted  on  the  level,  because  in  bedding  many  of  the  weed  seeds  are 
thrown  out  of  the  furrows  and  as  the  corn  grows  the  earth  is  filled  in  about 
the  plants  and  the  weeds  and  grass  that  start  there  are  easily  covered. 

The  preparation  of  the  furrows  is  usually  made  a  special  con- 
sideration after  the  land  has  been  broken  flat.  The  land  is  first 
bedded  with  a  plow,  a  disk  harrow,  or  a  disk  cultivator.  The  beds 
are  made  wide  enough  so  that  the  furrows  between  them  will  be 
properly  spaced  for  the  rows.  Another  way  that  requires  less  labor 
and  that  protects  the  young  com  from  the  wash  of  the  beds  is  to  open 
the  furrows  for  planting  with  a  middle  breaker.  The  beds  are  then 
completed  by  throwing  the  soil  away  from  the  rows  during  the  early 
cultivation.  When  the  subsoil  is  naturally  hard  and  the  land  is 
broken  less  than  8  inches  deep,  the  bottom  of  these  furrows  is  fre- 
quently loosened  as  deep  as  is  practicable.  The  ordinary  1-horse 
planter  is  well  adapted  to  planting  in  these  furrows  and  on  beds. 

On  land  that  has  been  properly  prepared,  much  of  the  above- 
described  labor  may  be  eliminated,  time  saved,  and  the  work  better 
done  by  using  a  lister.  These  machines  open  the  furrow  and  plant 
the  com  below  the  level  at  the  same  time.  They  insure  a  uniform 
depth  for  the  seed  and  make  it  possible  to  plant  the  seed  shallow  and 
at  the  same  time  in  moist  soil.  Figures  3  and  4  show  good  types 
of  the  lister.  These  two  forms  are  intended  for  compact  land,  but 
will  give  satisfaction  in  freshly  plowed  land  if  it  contains  consider- 
able sand.  Figure  5  shows  a  field  that  has  been  planted  with  one 
of  th^e  machines.  The  rows  shown  in  this  illustration  were  3^  feet 
wide,  but  any  other  width  may  be  used. 

When  the  lister  is  used  and  it  is  desirable  to  apply  conmiercial 

fertilizer  before  planting,  a  fertilizer  drill  should  precede  the  planter 

on  the  line  of  the  row  and  distribute  the  fertilizer  slightly  above 

the  depth  the  lister  is  run.    By  so  doing,  the  lister  will  spread  the 
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fertilizer  to  at  least  the  width  of  its  cutting  edge  and  to  both  sides  of 
the  seed,  and  the  danger  of  injuring  the  sprouting  com  by  contact 
with  tiie  fertilizer  will  be  removed. 

On  poorly  drained  clay  land,  com  frequently  will  be  drowned 
out  if  planted  in  furrows,  especially  if  these  are  deep.  Any  clay 
land  that  has  had  shallow  preparation  will  tend  toward  the  same 
tix)uble.  Under  these  conditions  the  furrows  must  be  shallow  or  the 
planting  made  on  the  level  of  the  land. 


Fio.  3. — A  riding  lister. 

In  some  cases  on  low  coast  land,  corn  must  he  planted  in  beds,  so 
that  after  rains  the  water  will  be  permitted  to  escape  before  the 
crop  is  damaged.  It  is  then  advisable  to  make  the  beds  wide  enough 
for  two  or  more  rows. 

In  planting,  the  seed  should  be  covered  just  deep  enough  to  have 
sufficient  moisture  in  which  to  germinate  promptly.  A  depth  greater 
than  this  tends  to  weaken  the  plants  and  thus  lessens  their  chances 
for  success.  On  well-prepared  clay  land,  and  especially  where  the 
planting  is  in  a  furrow,  a  half  inch  of  cover  may  l>e  sufficient.  T\Tien 
the  soil  is  dry,  cloddy,  or  otherwise  poorly  conditioned  for  plant- 
ing it  is  necessary  to  plant  deeper. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PLANTS. 

The  best  distribution  of  plants  over  the  land  is  obtained  by  making 
the  distances  between  single  plants  in  the  row  and  the  distances 
between  rows  the  same.  With  such  an  equal  distribution,  the  least 
possible  loss  from  competition  is  experienced.  However,  in  order 
that  sufficient  plants  be  grown  upon  an  acre  to  utilize  most  com- 
pletely the  resources  of  the  soil  and  climate  and  at  the  same  time 
permit  intertiUage  and  other  desirable  practices,  it  is  usually  neces- 
sary to  sacrifice  some  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  even  dis- 
tribution for  those  to  be  gained  by  other  desirable  cultural  prac- 
tices. These  cultural  methods  frequently  may  be  altered  so  as  to 
reduce  this  loss,  and  the  greatest  saving  in  this  connection  is  by 
means  of  implements  specially  adapted  to  this  work.  Where  general-, 
purpose  implements  are  used,  distances  between  rows  of  as  much  as 
5  or  6  feet  are  often  considered  necessary.    By  preparing  the  land 


Fig.  4. — A  walking  lister.         • 

thoroughly  and  then  using  highly  specialized  machinery  for  plant- 
ing and  cultivating  the  corn,  the  rows  need  be  no  more  than  3^  feet 
apart  and  the  distances  between  plants  in  the  rows  can  be  increased 
accordingly. 

NUMBER  OF  PLANTS  PER  ACRE. 

The  number  of  plants  per  acre  required  for  the  best  results  will 
depend  more  or  less  upon  the  natural  fertility  of  the  land,  the  quan- 
tity of  fertilizer  used,  the  method  of  culture  practiced,  the  time  of 
planting,  the  evenness  of  the  distribution  of  plants,  whether  other 
crops  are  grown  with  the  com,  the  variety,  and  the  season. 

The  season  is,  of  course,  the  most  important  factor  influencing 
the  stand  required  and,  as  its  character  can  not  be  foretold,  it  is 
evident  that  specific  advice  in  this  connection  can  not  be  given. 

In  practice,  corn  is  commonly  planted  in  stands  ranging  from  3,C30 
to  7,260  plants  per  acre,  or  6  to  12  square  feet  per  plant.  Most  stands 
of  com  have  been  planted  with  an  allowance  of  8  to  12  square  feet 
per  plant. 
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Probably  the  most  important  factor  involved  in  the  proper  adjust- 
ment of  the  stand  to  the  ever-varying  environment  lies  within  the 
variety  itself.  Plants  of  all  varieties  of  com  tend  to  adjust  them- 
selves to  their  growing*  conditions  by  increasing  or  decreasing  the 
stalk  yields.  As  a  general  rule,  the  varieties  capable  of  the  widest 
range  of  adjustment  are  those  that  have  a  strong  tendency  to  produce 
more  than  one  ear  per  stalk. 

SECURING  A  STAND. 

One  of  the  most  deplorable  losses  due  to  defective  stand  is  from 
the  blank  spaces  seen  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  practically  every 
field.  The  ability  of  the  plants  to  utilize  extra  space  rapidly  dimin- 
ishes as  the  distance  increases,  and  the  practical  limit  probably  does 


Fig.  5. — A  field  after  planting  with  a  lieter. 

not  exceed  5  or  6  feet.  Beyond  this  distance  the  loss  so  far  as  the 
com  crop  is  concerned  is  complete. 

Good  seed  of  a  uniform  size  and  shape  is  an  important  factor  in 
securing  a  stand.  Special  bulletins  upon  seed  com  can  be  obtained 
without  cost  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.* 

Burrowing  animals  and  birds  frequently  do  serious  damage  to  the 
stand  by  eating  the  seed  or  by  pulling  up  the  very  young  plants. 
Odorous  substances  have  been  tried  in  various  ways  to  prevent  such 
attacks.  The  substance  that  is  most  favorably  considered  for  this 
purpose  at  present  is  coal  tar,  because  it  seems  successful  as  a  repel- 

*  Hartley,  C.  P.,  and  Webber,  H,  J.  The  production  of  good  eeed  com ;  with  an  appen- 
dix on  selection  and  care  of  seed  corn.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bnl.  229,  23  p.,  10  fls., 
1905. 

Duvel,  J.  W.  T.  The  germination  of  seed  com.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  FlEirmers*  Bui.  253,  16 
p.,  4  fig.,  1906. 

Hartley,  C.  P     Seed  com,     U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bui.  415,  12  p.,  3  flg.,  1910. 
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lent,  it  will  not  injure  the  seed,  costs  very  little,  and  may  be  dried  so 
as  to  plant  freely  in  a  machine.  It  is  recommended*  that  the  seed 
be  wet  with  warm  water  before  adding  the  tar.  A.  teaspoonful  of 
the  tar  wUl  be  sufficient  for  a  peck  of  com.  The  mass  must  be  thor- 
oughly mixed  and  then  dried  before  planting. 

Blank  spaces  are  commonly  due  to  clods  and  trash  that  prevent  the 
planter  from  properly  packing  the  seed  in  fine  moist  earth.  This 
trouble  can  be  practically  eliminated  by  using  a  lister. 

In  wet,  cold  land  the  seed  sometimes  is  covered  with  too  much 
soil.  On  such  land  the  seed  should  be  planted  just  deep  enough  to 
have  it  in  contact  with  moist  soil. 

Large  quantities  of  acid  fertilizer  applied  in  the  row  at  or  about 
the  time  the  com  is  planted  may  kill  sprouting  seed  or  cause  the 
plants  to  be  weak.  The  trouble  may  be  overcome  by  making  the 
application  ten  days  or  two  weeks  earlier. 

In  cold  weather  or  on  low,  flat,  or  otherwise  poorly  drained  land 
the  seed  may  germinate  badly,  and  the  plants  that  start  are  slow  in 
growing  and  weak.  Worms,  grass,  and  weeds  are  likely  to  destroy 
such  com  if  it  is  not  assisted.  From  25  to  30  pounds  of  nitrate  of 
soda  per  acre,  applied  with  the'  corn  drill  at  the  time  the  com  is 
planted,  will  quickly  force  the  young  plants  past  the  period  of 
greatest  loss  and  thus  greatly  increase  the  chances  of  securing  a  stand. 

Whenever  it  is  at  all  difficult  to  get  the  desired  stand,  extra  seed 
should  be  planted  to  offset  the  loss.  Thinning  will  usually  result  in 
greater  economy  than  leaving  a  defective  stand  or  replanting. 

CULTIVATION. 

Cultivation  may  be  for  one  or  more  reasons.  Some  of  these  are 
as  follows: 

(1)  By  cultivating  the  soU  away  from  the  row  while  the  corn  is  young  it 
may  retard  the  rate  of  growth  and  thus  under  certain  conditions  will  favor  the 
success  of  the  crop. 

(2)  By  cultivating  the  beds  between  rows  of  furrow-planted  corn  to  a  level, 
the  corn  may  be  suddenly  put  within  immediate  reach  of  the  soirs  greatest  fer- 
tility.   This  done  at  the  right  time  will  favor  the  greatest  production  of  grain. 

(3)  Weed  destruction  is  one  of  the  mdst  important  functions  of  cultivation. 
Weeds  are  most  easily  destroyed  as  they  are  coming  through  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  Thorough  surface  cultivation  will  suffice  at  this  time.  When  weeds 
and  grass  are  well  started,  not  only  is  there  a  rapid  exhaustion  of  the  moisture 
and  plant  food  In  the  soil,  but  the  cultivation  necessary  to  remove  them  will 
often  seriously  damage  the  crop  by  covering  the  corn  and,  when  planted  on  or 
above  the  level,  breaking  Its  roots. 

(4)  When  It  is  desirable  to  supply  commercial  fertilizer  to  the  growing  crop 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  mix  the  application  with  the  soil.  For  this,  cul- 
tivation may  be  required,  and  the  most  practicable  way  is  to  combine  this  with 
one  of  the  usual  cultivations. 

*  See  Scheffer,  T.  H.,  Treatinj?  seed  com  to  protect  It  from  burrowing  animals.  Kans. 
AffT.  Exp.  Sta.  Cir.  1,  4  p.,  1900. 
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(5)  Shallow  early  cultivation  by  maintaining  a  loose  soil  mulch  wUl  conserve 
soil  moisture.  Deep  early  cultivation  by  permitting  more  air  to  enter  will  dry 
and  warm  the  soil  al>out  the  corn.  After  corn  Is  from  2  to  3  feet  high  (varying 
with  the  width  between  rows),  its  roots  so  fill  the  soil  that  it  is  believed  that 
practically  no  moisture  on  its  way  to  the  surface  can  escape  them.  For  this 
reason,  late  cultivation  for  the  sole  object  of  conserving  moisture  is  now  con< 
sidered  impracticable. 

BABLY  CULTIVATION. 

When  com  is  planted  in  furrows,  the  early  cultivation  need  consist 
of  little  more  than  harrowing  the  bottom  of  the  furrows  on  both 
sides  of  the  row.  If  the  furrows  were  made  with  a  lister,  a  harrow 
of  the  type  shown  in  figure  6  is  the  best.  The  uniform  furrows  guide 
the  different  sections  of  the  harrow.  The  mules  or  horses  walk  upon 
the  beds  and  soon  require  but  little  attention.  One  man  is  thus  able 
to  cultivate  as  many  as  five  rows  at  a  time.  If  the  furrows  were  made 
by  other  means,  as  previously  described,  the  early  cultivation  may  be 
done  with  cultivators  of  the  type  shown  in  figure  7.  In  this  case,  the 
clevis  will  have  to  be  so  adjusted  that  the  horse  or  mule  can  walk 


PiQ.  6. — A  harrow  for  cultivating  com  in  lister  furrows. 

just  to  one  side  of  the  row,  while  the  cultivator  works  both  sides  of 
it.  It  is  also  necessary  to  remove  at  least  one  of  the  teeth  on  each 
side.  The  early  cultivations  of  furrow-planted  com  should  leave  the 
furrows  entirely  open.  If  it  is  desirable  to  leave  them  open  very  late, 
the  beds  may  require  cultivation  in  order  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
weeds,  and  this  can  be  done  with  a  disk  cultivator  set  to  throw  the 
soil  away  from  the  rows. 

LATE  CULTIVATION. 

The  late  cultivation  of  furrow-planted  corn  consists  in  filling  the 
furrows  with  soil  from  the  beds.  For  this,  the  disk  cultivators  are 
among  the  best.  This  leveling  process  may  be  done  in  one  or  more 
cultivations,  as  seems  desirable.    It  may  be  delayed  until  it  is  ap- 
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parent  that  the  corn  is  about  to  start  tasseling,  if  the  weeds  do  not 
become  a  menace.  As  the  roots  at  this  time  will  not  have  gone  up- 
ward into  the  beds  that  have  been  formed  between  the  rows,  a  loose, 
deep,  rich  mulch  may  thus  be  thrown  about  the  stalks  without  the 
slightest  damage,  leaving  the  crop  well  prepared  to  pass  its  most 
critical  period. 

In  order  to  destroy  weeds,  other  cultivations  may  follow  the  level- 
ing of  the  land.  This  should  be  done,  however,  with  surf  ace- working 
cultivators,  so  tJiat  it  will  not  be  possible  to  cultivate  deep. 

A  smoothing  harrow  with  teeth  pointing  backward,  or,  where 
the  soil  is  very  fine  and  mellow,  a  horse  weeder  with  long  spring 


Pig.  7. — A  cultivator  that  can  be  used  to  cultlyate  com  In  an  ordinary  water  furrow. 

teeth,  may  be  used  until  the  com  is  6  inches  high  for  the  cultivation 
of  com  planted  on  or  above  the  level  of  the  land.  After  this,  any 
cultivator  that  will  not  exceed  a  depth  of  2  inches  may  be  used. 
When  the  com  is  drilled,  the  weeds  in  the  row  will  have  to  be  re- 
moved with  a  hand  hoe.  In  some  cases  the  com  may  be  planted  in 
hills,  so  that  it  can  be  cultivated  both  ways.  Much  hoeing  may 
thus  be  eliminated. 

Figure  8  illustrates  a  type  of  cultivator  that  is  especially  adapted 
to  the  cultivation  of  com  in  furrows  made  by  a  lister.  This  one  culti- 
vates two  rows  at  a  time,  but  1-row  cultivators  of  this  type  are  made. 
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These  machines  are  so  constructed  that  they  are  guided  by  the  fur- 
row, and  when  properly  adjusted  anyone  who  is  able  to  drive  the 
team  can  cultivate  two  rows  at  a  time  in  the  best  manner  possible. 
In  using  these  cultivators,  the  rows  are  usually  gone  over  once  or 
twice  with  the  disks  set  to  throw  the  soil  from  the  com.  During  the 
third  cultivation  the  disks  are  set  to  throw  the  soil  to  the  com,  and 
at  this  time  the  furrows  are  nearly  filled.  The  fourth  and  last  culti- 
vation is  usually  done  with  a  high-arched  cultivator  of  one  of  the 
types  shown  in  figures  9  and  10.  In  each  of  these  illustrations  the 
cultivators  are  equipped  with  scrapers  that  smooth  the  land  behind 
the  disks  or  knives.  For  the  fourth  cultivation,  the  gangs  on  the 
disk  cultivator  should  be  set  to  throw  toward  the  row,  or  in  the 
opposite  direction  from  that  shown.  This  cultivation  may  also  be 
done  with  harrows  or  any  other  tool  that  will  cultivate  shallow 
(from  1  to  2  inches  deep)  and  leave  the  land  free  from  ridges  and 
furrows. 


Fm:.   8. — A  cultivator  specially   constructed  for  the  first  two  or  three   cultivations    of 

lister-planted  corn. 

Figure  11  shows  cultivators  equipped  with  fertilizer  attachments, 
so  that  a  side  application  may  be  made  at  the  time  the  cultivation 
is  done.  Fertilizer-distributing  attachments  can  be  made  for  most 
kinds  of  corn  cultivators,  and  manufacturers  will  produce  them  when 
there  is  a  sufficient  demand.  In  a  large  portion  of  the  section  covered 
by  this  bulletin  such  attachments,  conveniently  and  substantially 
made  for  the  types  of  cultivators  illustrated  in  figures  8,  9,  and  10, 
should  not  only  economize  the  time  and  labor  necessary  for  distrib- 
uting the  fertilizer,  but  by  being  able  to  supply  the  fertilizer  at  each 
of  the  cultivations  a  farmer  would  not  need  to  apply  a  large  quantity 
at  any  one  time,  and  the  danger  of  overstimulating  growth  would  be 
practically  eliminated. 
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SUMMARY. 

The  recommendations  and  suggestions  made  in  this  bulletin  apply 
mostly  to  the  cotton-growing  sections  of  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama. 

Drainage  and  coarse  stable  manure  should  be  used  to  prevent  the 
irregular  patches  in  the  field  in  which  little  or  no  com  grows. 

More  of  the  rainfall  is  retained  when  the  land  is  broken  from  8  to 
10  inches  deep  and  vegetable  matter  is  supplied. 

Humus  economizes  the  labor  of  tilling  the  land  and  prolongs  the 
good  effects  of  cultivation. 


Pig.  9. — A  disk  cultivator  equipped  and  adjusted  so  the  land  will  be  left  level. 

Crops  like  cowpeas,  velvet  beans,  vetch,  the  clovers,  and  beggar- 
weed  may  be  made  to  supply  both  humus  and  nitrogen. 

Commercial  fertilizers  should  be  used  to  supply  such  elements  of 
plant  food  as  can  not  be  supplied  by  the  soil  and  by  cropping  sys- 
tems in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  greatest  profit. 

The  fertilizer  formulas  published  by  the  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina  agricultural  experiment  stations  are  recommended. 

Budworms  may  make  it  necessary  to  plant  after  the  first  of  May, 
but  drainage  and  coarse  stable  manure  may  relieve  this  condition. 
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The  heaviest  yields  of  corn  are  usually  obtained  by  planting  as 
soon  as  a  permanent  stand  can  be  secured. 

On  warm  well-drained  land  com  in  furrows  has  the  advantage 
over  that  planted  by  other  methods,  because  its  growth  may  be  better 
controlled,  serious  injury  to  the  roots  in  cultivating  is  avoided,  and 
weeds  and  grass  are  more  easily  combated.    Methods  of  preparing 


Fig.  10. — A  cultivator  specially  adapted  for  level  shallow  cultivation. 

furrows  and  planting  in  them  are  described  and  special  attention  is 
called  to  the  desirability  of  using  the  lister. 

The  seed  should  be  covered  just  deep  enough  to  have  sufficient 
moisture  in  which  to  germinate  promptly. 

A  more  uniform  distribution  of  plants,  resulting  from  a  decrease 
in  the  distance  between  rows  and  an  increase  in  the  distance  between 
plants  in  the  rows,  is  often  desirable,  and  this  may  be  accomplished 
by  the  use  of  special  machinery. 

Most  stands  of  corn  have  been  planted  so  as  to  allow  from  8  to 
12  square  feet  per  plant.  Plants  of  all  com  varieties  tend  to  adjust 
themselves  to  their  growing  conditions  by  increasing  or  decreasing 
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the  stalk  yields,  but  as  a  general  rule  the  varieties  capable  of  the 
widest  range  of  adjustment  are  those  that  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
produce  more  than  one  ear  per  stalk. 

Burrowing  animals  and  birds  may  be  prevented  from  eating  the 
seed  and  pulling  up  the  young  plants  by  using  coal  tar. 

Where  present  methods  fail  to  give  a  stand  in  cloddy  or  trashy 
land,  a  lister  will  usually  succeed. 

From  25  to  30  pounds  of  nitrate  of  soda  applied  with  the  corn 
drill  at  the  time  of  planting  will  quickly  force  the  young  plants 


Fig.  n. — Riding  and  walking  cultivators  equipped  with  fertilizer  distributors. 

past  the  period  of  greatest  loss  and  thus,  where  the  conditions  are 
trying,  will  greatly  increase  the  chances  of  securing  a  stand. 

Where  it  is  at  all  difficult  to  get  the  desired  stand,  extra  seed 
should  be  planted.  Thinning  will  usually  result  in  greater  economy 
than  leaving  a  defective  stand  or  replanting. 

Five  distinct  functions  of  cultivation  are  specified.  Desirable 
types  of  cultivators  are  illustrated  and  methods  of  using  them  de- 
scribed. In  connection  with  cultivation,  means  for  a  more  practicable 
way  of  distributing  commercial  fertilizer  are  suggested  and  special 
devices  for  doing  so  are  illustrated. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Button  clover  Ms  native  to  the  Mediterranean  region  of  the  Old 
World  and  was  introduced  into  the  United  States  in  1899  by  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction.  Since  then,  several  other 
small  lots  of  seed  of  this  clover  have  been  obtained  from  this  same 
region,  but  practically  all  the  experimental  work  done  has  been  with 
seed  increased  from  an  introduction  made  in  1902.^  Button  clover 
has  been  tested  most  extensively  in  California,  where  it  has  proved 
especially  well  adapted.  In  the  Southern  States  it  has  not  been  tested 
extensively  enough  to  determine  definitely  its  value,  but  the  work  done 
indicates  that  it  can  perhaps  be  used  successfully  in  all  the  milder 
sections  now  growing  the  spotted  or  southern  bur  clover. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  BUTTON  CLOVER. 

Button  clover  is  an  annual.  It  makes  a  decumbent  or  trailing 
growth,  ascending  only  when  in  a  thick  stand.     The  stems  attain  a 

^Medicago  orbicularis. 

"This  introduction  Is  S.  P.  I.  No.  10725,  being  seed  secured  in  Algeria  by  Mr.  T.  H. 
Kearney. 

,35087»— Bull.  730—16 
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length  of  24  to  48  inches  and  are  rather  slender  and  branched  but 
little.  The  plants  produce  a  number  of  stems,  but  in  this  respect 
they  vary  considerably,  depending  mainly  on  the  thickness  of  the 
stand.  Usually  the  stems  are  quite  leafy  throughout  their  entire 
length.  There  is  a  marked  similarity  of  the  leaves  to  those  of  ordi- 
nary clover,  the  leaflets 
being  rotund  or  obovate. 
In  general,  the  flowers  re- 
semble those  of  alfalfa, 
but  differ  in  being  a  little 
smaller  and  borne  two  in 
a  place  instead  of  many 
and  in  being  yellow  in- 
stead of  purple,  the  most 
common  color  in  alfalfa. 
The  seed  is  about  the  size 
of  alfalfa  seed  and  is 
borne  in  a  tightly  coiled 
lentil-shaped  pod  one-half 
to  1  inch  in  diameter. 
(Fig.l.) 

SIMILAR  SPECIES. 

While  button  clover  is 
but  little  known  in  most 
parts  of  the  United  States, 
there  are  several  similar 
and  closely  related  plants 
^              J3t^^  T  that    are    quite    common 

^■^     j^Kmjr  ^  and    well    known.      The 

^t^.       ^^1^  iP'  toothed  or  California  bur 

^Arxjf^  ^^^   1^  clover  ^  and  the  spotted  or 

4U      ^  ^^^V^hT  southern  bur  clover*  are 

I  ^^^F  Tr  well-known  species  that 

I         ^ ^  ^^       I  are  closely  related  to  but- 

ton clover  and  resemble  it 
in  general  appearance  and 
manner  of  growth.  The 
most  noticeable  difference 
between  the  button  clover 
and  the  others  mentioned  is  in  the  pods  or  burs.  The  burs  of  but- 
ton  clover   are   large   and   spineless,   while   the   others  have    com- 

Yellow  trefoil  *  and  alfalfa  *  belong 


Fig. 


1. — Stems  of  button  clover,  showing  the  large 
spineless  pods.     (One-half  natural  size.) 


parntively  small  and  spiny  burs. 


*  Medicauo  hispida  denticulatn. 
^  Mcdiruf/o  arnbivn. 


^  Medico 00  lupuUna. 
*  Medico  I/O  aatica. 
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to  the  same  genus  of  plants  as  button  clover,  and  while  yellow  trefoil 
is  more  or  less  like  button  clover  in  its  manner  of  growth  and  general 
requirements  alfalfa  is  quite  different. 

CLIMATIC  REQUIREMENTS. 

While  button  clover,  if  sown  in  the  spring,  can  be  grown  as  a 
summer  crop  in  sections  having  cold  winters,  it  can  be  grown  to 
advantage  only  where  the  climatic  conditions  are  so  mild  that  it  can 
be  used  as  a  winter  annual.  As  such  it  is  not  adapted  to  sections 
having  a  winter  temperature  below  18°  F.  above  zero,  and  it  will 
not  establish  itself  and  reproduce  spontaneously  under  a  much  lower 
temperature.  Aside  from  being  unable  to  withstand  extreme  cold, 
button  clover  does  not  do  well  in  extreme  he»at.     A  growing  period 


Fio.  2. — Outline  map  of  the  United  States,  the  shaded  portion  showing  the  areas  where 
the  climatic  conditions  are  favorable  to  the  production  of  button  clover. 

having  no  extremes  of  temperature  is  essential  for  the  best  results. 
The  accompanying  map  (fig.  2)  shows  the  areas  of  the  United  States 
in  which  temperature  conditions  are  favorable  to  this  crop. 

SOIL  AND  MOISTURE  REQUIREMENTS. 

In  testing  button  clover  in  comparison  with  spotted  and  toothed 
bur  clovers  it  has  been  found  that  its  requirements  as  to  soil  and 
moisture  conditions  are  practically  the  same  as  for  those  crops. 
AATiile  it  does  best  on  fairly  well  drained  rich  loam  soil,  it  can  also 
be  grown  on  almost  any  soil  containing  sufficient  moisture.  It  will 
make  a  fair  growth  under  rather  arid  conditions,  but  in  the  dry  foot- 
hill pastures  of  California  it  has  done  no  better  than  the  common 
toothed  bur  clover.  On  heavy,  moist,  low  lands  it  has  done  well, 
equaling  spotted  and  toothed  bur  clovers. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4  FAKMEBS'  BULLETIN   730. 

VALUE  FOR  PASTURAGE. 

The  principal  value  of  button  clover  is  for  pasturage.  It  is  well 
suited  for  this  purpose,  and  in  the  bur-clover  sections  or  sections 
having  a  mild  winter  climate  it  will  make  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
present  pasture  plants.  Under  favorable  conditions  it  makes  a  heavy 
growth  (fig.  3)  and  produces  much  more  seed  than  bur  clover.  Under 
less  favorable  conditions  the  growth  is  correspondingly  less,  but  it 
will  succeed  wherever  bur  clover  does  well.  Button  clover  makes 
good  pasturage  when  in  the  green  state  and,  like  bur  clover,  it  is 


FicJ.  .1.— A  field  showing  a  heavy  growth  of  button  clover  mixed  with  wheat  at  Chlco,  Cal. 

readily  eaten  by  live  stock.  Its  unique  value  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
produces  a  larger  quantity  of  seed  than  the  spotted  or  toothed  bur 
clover  and  that  it  has  no  spines  on  the  pod,  or  bur.  The  pods  ripen 
in  early  summer  and  drop  from  the  vines.  In  their  ripened  state 
they  are  then  available  at  any  time  as  food  for  stock.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  United  States,  where 
the  summer  season  is  practically  without  rainfall.  Button  clover, 
being  similar  to  bur  clover  and  alfalfa,  may  sometimes  cause  bloat 
in  cattle  and  sheep  when  fed  in  the  green  state,  and  care  should  be 
taken  in  turning  stock  into  such  fields  for  the  first  time.  This  trouble 
is  most  likely  to  be  experienced  in  early  spring,  when  the  plants  are 
very  succulent.    It  is  also  essential  that  button-clover  pastures  should 
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not  be  grazed  too  closely  in  the  late  spring,  as  with  close  pasturing, 
especially  with  sheep,  most,  if  not  all,  the  large  burs  will  be  eaten  in 
the  green  state  and  but  few,  if  any,  of  the  seeds  will  reach  maturity. 
In  order  to  maintain  a  stand  of-button  clover,  some  of  the  pods  must 
be  allowed  to  mature  each  season.  Button  clover  is  to  be  preferred 
to  spotted  or  toothed  bur  clover  for  introduction  on  ranges  where 
sheep  are  pastured.  The  great  loss  of  wool  occasioned  by  the  spiny 
burs  of  the  last  two  species  getting  into  the  fleece  is  evidence,  to  any 
one  familiar  with  such  conditions,  of  the  value  of  a  species  with  a 
spineless  pod. 

The  superior  value  of  button  clover  has  been  recognized  for  some 
time  in  Australia,  where  it  is  now  quite  common  in  several  regions. 
In  1905  the  advantage  of  spineless  bur  clover  was  pointed  out  by 
calling  attention  to  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  wool  producer  on 
account  of  spiny  burs.^  Fleeces  from  districts  producing  spiny  bur 
clovers  in  abundance  often  contain  as  much  as  25  to  30  per  cent  of 
burs.  This  not  only  means  loss  by  reason  of  lower  prices  paid  for 
the  burry  product,  but  also  on  account  of  extra  freight.  The 
Agricultural  Journal  of  Cape  Colony,  South  Africa,  for  September 
7,  1893,^  reported  the  receipt  of  seeds  of  button  clover  and  snail 
clover,  a  similar  species,  from  Baron  von  Mueller,  who,  in  transmit- 
ting them,  wrote :  "They  are  annual,  but  produce  an  immense  number 
of  fruits,  which  the  sheep  lick  up  and  eat  when  pasturage  fails.  I 
have  gathered  as  many  as  1,400  seeds  from  a  single  plant."  In 
January,  1894,  J.  H.  Maiden  ^  referred  to  Von  Mueller's  statement 
regarding  these  plants  and  states  that  "  he  [Von  Mueller]  has  been 
the  means  of  distributing  both  plants  in  many  Australian  localities 
in  which  it  now  flourishes."  Spiny  bur  clover,  however,  has  spread 
more  rapidly  in  Australia  than  button  clover,  but  the  latter  is  not 
uncommon,  occurring  abundantly  in  various  localities,  and  seed  is 
now  advertised  for  sale  by  Australian  seedsmen. 

VALUE  FOR  HAY  AND  GREEN  MANURE. 

Button  clover  makes  good  hay  that  is  readily  eaten  by  all  kinds 
of  stock.  For  hay  of  the  best  quality,  it  should  be  cut  when  most  of 
the  pods  are  still  green  but  well  developed  and  just  before  the 
leaves  begin  to  fall.  When  allowed  to  become  more  mature,  many 
of  the  pods  as  well  as  the  leaves  are  lost  in  handling  and  the  value 
of  the  hay  is  greatly  reduced.  In  growing  for  hay,  a  supporting 
crop  of  oats  or  barley  or  some  other  grain  should  be  sown  with  the 
button  clover,  in  order  to  facilitate  cutting.    The  decumbent  habit  of 

»  Burrless  clover.    In  Agr.  Gaz.  N.  S.  Wales,  vol.  16,  pt.  1,  pp.  70-78,  illus.     1005. 
*  T'sefal  fodder  plantn.     In  Agr.  Jour.  Tape  Colony,  vol.  «,  no.  IS,  pp.  .'t.X'i-ar.O.     1S1)3. 
»  3Iaidon,  J.  IT.     Two  fodder  plants  Interesting  to  the  woo1j:row«r.     In  Apr.  Oaz.  N.  S. 
Wales,  vol.  5,  pt.  1,  pp.  5-6.  1  pi.     1894. 
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the  plant  makes  this  desirable,  and  aside  from  this  the  mixture, 
consisting  of  grain  and  button  clover,  makes  excellent  feed.  The  use 
of  button  clover  for  hay  production  will  no  doubt  be  very  limited,  as 
there  are  other  legume  crops  that  are  more  desirable  for  this  purpose. 
However,  its  habit  of  growth  and  not  its  feeding  value  as  hay  is  the 
factor  limiting  its  use.  The  value  of  button  clover  for  green  manur- 
ing is  about  the  same  as  toothed  and  spotted  bur  clovers. 

INOCULATION. 

It  is  common  to  find  nodules  of  various  forms  on  the  roots  of 
nearly  all  legiunes.  These  nodules  are  caused  by  bacteria  or  micro- 
organisms that  live  upon  the  roots  of  the  plants.  The  bacteria  are 
beneficial  to  the  plant  upon  which  they  live,  as  they  take  nitrogen 
direct  from  the  air  and  make  it  available  for  the  use  of  the  plant  as 
food.  With  many  plants  it  is  essential  for  their  best  growth  that 
these  bacteria  be  present,  and  in  soils  where  they  do  not  occur  nat- 
urally or  in  sufficient  numbers  they  must  be  supplied  by  artificial 
means  when  a  crop  is  grown  for  the  first  time.  The  supplying  of 
these  bacteria  to  a  soil  is  known  as  inoculation.  In  the  parts  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  States  where  bur  clover  is  now  common,  inoculation 
is  not  necessary  for  button  clover.  In  places  where  bur  clover  does 
not  occur,  and  particularly  in  places  where  alfalfa  does  not  do  well, 
inoculation  is  usually  essential.  In  the  Southern  and  Gulf  Coast 
States  inoculation  is  advised  except  on  land  that  has  previously 
grown  bur  clover. 

One  of  the  easiest  methods  of  inoculation  is  to  mix  a  small  amount 
of  soil  from  an  old  bur-clover  field  with  the  seed,  whether  hulled 
or  in  the  bur,  immediately  preceding  planting.  The  quantity  of  soil 
used  need  be  only  a  mere  dusting.  Inoculation  can  also  be  accom- 
plished by  scattering  soil  from  an  old  bur-clover  field  over  the  area 
to  be  seeded.  This  should  be  done  immediately  prior  to  sowing  the 
seed.  Sowing  seed  in  the  bur  seems  also  to  insure  inoculation,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  commonly  practiced  in  the  Gulf  Coast  States 
with  spotted  or  southern  bur  clover.  Open  and  loamy  soils  are  the 
most  easily  inoculated,  and  it  is  recommended  that  in  growing  but- 
ton clover  on  a  place  for  the  first  time  an  old  garden  patch  or  other 
well-prepared  and  manured  piece  of  land  be  selected.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  inoculated  soil,  inoculation  may  be  secured  by  the  use  of 
artificial  cultures. 

TIME  OF  SEEDING. 

In  sections  having  a  mild  winter  climate,  button  clover  should  be 
sown  in  the  fall.  ^Vhere  summer  rains  occur,  as  in  the  Southern 
States,  the  seeding  should  be  done  about  the  first  of  September. 
Early  sununer  seeding  in  the  Cotton  States  is  not  advisable,  as  the 
young  plants  starting  at  that  time  are  liable  to  suffer  from  drought, 
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and  where  a  heavy  growth  is  made  the  plants  tend  to  mature  and  die 
rather  than  continue  growth  through  the  winter.  In  California, 
where  dry  weather  prevails  throughout  the  summer,  the  seed  may 
be  sown  at  any  time  before  the  fall  rains  begin.  When  it  is  desirable 
to  start  the  seed  in  the  fall  with  irrigation,  the  seeding  should  be 
done  about  the  first  of  October.  The  object  is  to  sow  the  seed  so  late 
that  a  subsequent  irrigation  will  not  be  necessary. 

ESTABLISHING  IN  PASTURES. 

In  sowing  button  clover  in  pastures,  little  more  can  be  done  than 
to  scatter  the  seed  in  the  most  favorable  places,  but  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  time  of  seeding  and  also  to  inoculation.  In  pastures 
that  can  be  cultivated,  a  working  of  the  soil  prior  to  sowing  will, 
perhaps,  be  found  advantageous  in  establishing  a  stand,  but  except 
on  good  lands  this  will  hardly  be  profitable.  The  soil  should  be 
worked  very  lightly,  if  at  all,  after  seeding,  as  the  seed  of  button 
clover  will  not  germinate  readily  when  given  more  than  a  very  light 
covering.  On  most  pasture  lands  about  all  that  can  be  done  profitably 
is  to  sow  the  seed  broadcast  and  allow  it  to  compete  with  the  other 
pasture  plants.  In  pasturing  button  clover,  care  should  be  taken 
to  see  that  seed  is  allowed  to  mature  each  season,  or  at  least  every 
other  year,  in  order  to  maintain  the  stand. 

GROWING  FOR  SEED. 

The  growing  of  button  clover  as  a  seed  crop  on  a  large  scale  is  most 
practicable  in  sections  having  a  continuous  dry  summer.  California, 
apparently,  has  more  favorable  conditions  for  growing  button-clover 
secNd  than  any  other  State.  Before  seeding,  the  land  should  be  put 
in  as  good  condition  as  possible  by  plowing  and  harrowing,  and  if 
the  seed  is  to  be  harvested  by  sweeping  or  by  a  similar  method  the 
field  should  be  run  over  with  a  float  or  roller  to  leave  a  smooth  surface, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  harvest.  If  a  drill  is  used  to  sow  the  seed, 
the  ground  should  be  especially  well  firmed,  as  otherwise  the  seed 
will  be  planted  too  deep.  The  clean  seed  may  be  sown  broadcast  or 
by  using  an  ordinary  grain  drill  with  a  press-wheel  attachment. 
Special  care  should  be  taken  to  give  the  seed  but  a  light  covering. 
The  press-wheel  attachment  is  necessary  for  the  best  success  when 
a  drill  is  used.  In  general,  broadcast  seeding  will  perhaps  be  found 
the  most  satisfactory.  A  light  harrowing  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  seed  sufficiently.  When  the  land  is  left  with  light  furrow 
markings,  such  as  are  made  by  a  large-toothed  harrow,  the  seed  not 
covered  by  the  harrow  at  the  time  of  seeding  will  fall  into  these  small 
furrows  and  be  covered  by  the  washing  of  subsequent  rains.  Good 
stands  have  been  secured  by  this  method  without  covering  the  seed  at 
all  at  the  time  of  sowing,  and  it  probably  will  be  found  satisfactory 
in  all  sections  where  rains  are  frequent  at  seeding  time. 
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HARVESTING  AND  THRASHING. 

The  harvesting  of  button-clover  seed  is  rather  difficult  on  account 
of  the  decumbent  habit  of  the  plant  and  because  the  bui's  fall  from 
the  vines  so  easily.  The  use  of  ordinary  farm  machinery  has  not 
been  found  satisfactory,  and  sweeping  the  burs  together,  a  method 
used  in  various  sections  with  spotted  and  toothed  bur  clovei-s,  is 
perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  for  general  use.  The  practice  when 
harvesting  in  this  way  is  to  allow  the  seed  to  ripen  thoroughly  and 
then  to  cut  the  vines  with  an  ordinary  mowing  machine  and  rake 
them  into  windrows.  The  burs  are  then  swept  together  with  large 
barn  brooms  and  hauled  from  the  field.  The  burs  gathered  in  this 
manner  are  mixed  with  more  or  less  gravel  and  other  foreign  sub- 
stances, which  must  be  removed  before  the  seed  can  be  hulled  satis- 
factorily or  used  in  the  bur.  This  separation  is  accomplished  by  the 
use  of  handbarrow  screens  and  an  ordinary  fanning  mill  regulated 
to  blow  the  burs  over,  or  if  running  water  is  handy,  a  quicker  and 
more  satisfactory  method  is  to  throw  the  burs  into  the  water.  All 
heavy  substances  sink,  and  the  burs  and  lighter  substances  are  then 
dipped  from  the  stream.  To  facilitate  this  method  of  separation 
the  channel  of  the  stream  should  be  narrowed  in  the  shape  of  an 
open  V,  which  generally  aids  in  collecting  the  cleaned  burs.  To  dip 
the  burs  from  the  water,  a  large  handbarrow  with  a  bottom  made  of 
wire  netting  has  been  found  very  satisfactory.  The  burs  are  spread 
on  canvas  to  dry,  after  which  they  are  ready  for  the  huller.  An  ordi- 
nary clover  huller  separates  the  seed  satisfactorily. 

YIELD  OF  SEED. 

In  comparison  with  the  spotted  and  toothed  bur  clovers,  button 
clover  produces  a  large  amount  of  seed.  In  Table  I  are  given  the 
yields  secured  at  Chico,  Cal.,  from  plantings  one-twentieth  of  an  acre 
or  larger.  In  the  1908  test  the  plats  were  grown  without  irrigation. 
In  1909  and  1910  the  plats  were  irrigated  in  the  fall  prior  to  planting, 
but  no  subsequent  irrigation  was  given.  The  comparatively  large 
yields  of  the  button  clover  have  been  very  consistent  in  all  of  the 
tests.  Hulled  seed  of  button  clover  weighs  about  the  same  as  alfalfa 
seed — 60  pounds  to  the  bushel.  Seeds  in  the  bur  weigh  about  8 
pounds  to  the  bushel  and  a  bushel  of  burs  contains  about  2^  pounds 
of  seed. 

Table  T. —  Yield  ofse^d  per  acre  of  button  clover  and  toothed  hur  clo\er  at  Chico,  Cal,^ 
from  1908  to  1911,  inctvJtire. 


Kind  of  clover. 


Button  clover 

Toothed  bur  clover.. 


Yield  per  acre  of  hulled  seed  (pounds). 

190S 

1909 

1910 

1911 

S60 
-107 

790 
407 

l.lflO 
25o 

947 
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LONGEVITY  OF  SEED. 

The  length  of  life  of  the  seed  of  button  clover  no  doubt  varies 
somewhat,  depending  upon  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  kept. 
Tests  made  in  various  years  with  several  lots  of  hulled  seed  stored 
in  ordinary  warehouses  show  that  after  three  years  the  percentage 
of  germination  will  be  reduced  to  about  one-half.  Tests  made  in 
1915  with  seed  grown  in  1912  showed  a  germination  of  58  per  cent, 
with  2  per  cent  of  hard  seed.  Seed  grown  in  1907  germinated  49.5 
per  cent,  with  5  per  cent  of  hard  seed,  when  4  years  old,  and  29.5 
per  cent,  with  7  per  cent  of  hard  seed,  when  7  years  old.  In  1911  a 
test  made  with  seed  grown  the  previous  year  gave  a  germination  of 
91  per  cent,  with  4  per  cent  of  hard  seed. 

CONCLUSIONS, 

Button  clover  is  an  annual  plant  similar  to  spotted  and  toothed  bur 
clovers. 

It  is  native  to  the  Mediterranean  region  of  the  Old  World,  whence 
it  was  introduced  into  the  United  States. 

A  mild  climate  with  a  winter  temperature  not  lower  than  18°  F. 
above  zero  is  necessary  for  its  best  development. 

It  is  not  exacting  as  to  soil  and  moisture  requirements  and  suc- 
ceeds under  quite  varied  conditions. 

As  a  pasture  plant,  button  clover  is  especially  valuable  in  the 
milder  districts  of  the  southwestern  United  States,  where  it  is  to  be 
preferred  to  spotted  and  toothed  bur  clovers. 

It  is  easily  established  in  pastures,  as  it  needs  no  other  treatment 
than  the  scattering  of  the  seed  where  desired. 

Inoculation  is  essential  in  districts  where  the  nodule-forming  bac- 
teria are  not  already  in  the  soil. 

Button  clover  makes  good  hay,  but  it  is  difficult  to  handle  as  a  hay 
crop  on  account  of  its  decumbent  habit. 

A  good  seed  crop  is  usually  produced,  but  the  harvesting  and 
thrashing  of  the  crop  are  made  difficult  on  account  of  the  pods  drop- 
ping easily  from  the  stems. 

The  value  of  button  clover  for  green-manuring  purposes  is  prac- 
tically the  same  as  spotted  and  toothed  bur  clovers. 
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PUBUCATIONS  OF  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RELATING 
TO  FORAGE  CROP^. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  FREE  DISTRIBUTION. 

Leguminous  Crops  for  Green  Manuring.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  278.) 

Cow-peas.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  318.) 

Alfalfa.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  339.) 

Meadow  Fescue:  Its  Culture  and  Uses.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  361.) 

Soy  Bean.s.     (Farmei-s*  Bulletin  372.) 

Canada  Bluegrass:  Its  Culture  and  Uses.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  402.) 

Lespecleza,  or  Japan  Clover.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  441.) 

Red  Clover.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  455.) 

The  Best  Two  Sweet  Sorghums  for  Forage.   (Farmers'  Bulletin  458.) 

Sweet  Clover.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  485.) 

Alfalfa  Seed  Production.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  495.) 

Timothy  Production  on  Irrigatetl  Lands  in  the  Northwestern  States.    (Farmers* 

Bulletin  502.) 
Forage  Crops  for  the  Cotton  Regions.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  509.) 
Vetches.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  515.) 

Crimson  Clover:  Growing  the  Crop.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  550.) 
Crimson  Clover:  Utilization.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  579.) 
Sudan  Grass  as  a  Forage  Crop.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  605.) 
Crimson  Clover:  Seed  Production.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  646.) 
Growing  Hay  in  the  South  for  Market.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  677.) 
The  Field  Pea  as  a  Forage  Crop.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  690.) 
Bur  Clover.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  603.) 

FOR  SALE  BT  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCXHtfENTS. 

Cultivated  Forage  Crops  of  Northwestern  States.     (Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 

Bulletin  31.)     Price.  10  cents. 
Farm  Practice  with  Forage  Crops  in  Western  Oregon  and  Western  Washington. 

(Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  94.)     Price,  10  cents. 
Peruvian  Alfalfa,  New  Long-seasoned  Variety  for  the  Southwest.     (Bureau 

of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  118.)    Price,  10  cents. 
Breeding  Drought-resistant  Forage  Plants  for  Great  Plains  Area.     (Bureau 

of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  196.)     Price,  10  cents. 
Grimm  Alfalfa  and  its  Utilization  in  the  Northwest.     (Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try Bulletin  209.)     Price,  10  cents. 
Some  New  Alfalfa  Varieties  for  Pastures.     (Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin 

258.)     Price.  15  cents. 
Alfalfa  in  Cultivated  Rows  for  See<l  Production  in  Semiarid  Regions.     (Bureau 

of  Plant  Industry  Circular  24.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Forage  Crops  for  Sand-hill  Section  of  Nebraska.     (Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 

Circular  80.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Forage-crop  Exi)erlments  at   San  Antonio  Field  Station.      (Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry  Circular  106.)     Price,  5  cents. 
I^»ginninous    Crops    for    Hawaii.      (Hawaii    Agricultural    Experiment    Station 

Bulletin  23.)     Price,  10  cents. 
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Washington,  D.  C.  731  ^^^  23,  1916 

Contribution  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology,  L.  O.  Howard*  Chief. 

THE  TRUE  ARMY  WORM '  AND  ITS  CONTROL. 

By  W.  K.  Walton,  Entomological  Assistant,  Cereal  and  Forage  Insect 


Th 
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Fig.  1. — The  true  hrmy  worm  :  Full-grown  larva  or  caterpillar.     Enlarged. 

(Original.) 

lar  which  from  time  to  time  becomes  enormously  destructive  to  grow- 
ing cereals,  and  sometimes- to  forage  crops;  to  give  him  a  summary 
of  the  information  necessary  for  its  control;  and  especially  to  urge 
upon  him  the  necessity  for  constant  vigilance  in  the  combat  with 
this  insect. 

The  true  army  worm  (fig.  1)  is  often  confused  in  the  public  mind 
with  the  fall  army  worm,^  "  overflow  worm."  or  "  grass  worm  "  as 

*  (Heliophila)  CirpMs  unipuncta  Haw. ;  order  Lepldoptcra.  family  Noctuidae. 

*  Laphygma  frugiperda  S.  &  A. 

Note. — This  bulletin  is  of  general  interest  to  crop  growers  everywhere,  and  especially 
east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
34040'*— Bull.  731—16 
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it  is  known  in  some  of  the  extreme  Southern  States.  The  latter  in- 
sect always  originates  in  the  South  and  travels  northward  as  the 
summer  advances.  The  western  army  cutworm  ^  also  is  occasionally 
mistaken  for  the  true  army  worm,  but  it  occurs  in  destructive  abun- 
dance only  throughout  the  regions  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
Both  of  the  latter  insects  will  be  treated  in  a  separate  publication. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

The  fully  developed  parent  of  the  army  worm  (figs.  2,  a,  and  5)  is  a 
moth  or  "miller''  measuring  about  1^  inches  across  the  expanded 
wings.  It  is  brownish-gray  in  color,  having  a  single  small  white 
spot  near  the  center  of  the  front  pair  of  wings,  the  hind  wings  being 
somewhat  darker  along  the  hind  edges.  Although  these  parents  of  the 
worm  sometimes  are  very  numerous,  they  fly  only  at  night  and  are 
therefore  often  entirely  overlooked  by  the  farmer.  The  stage  of  the 
insect  most  familiar  to  him  is  the  full-grown,  striped,  nearly  naked 
caterpillar  (figs.  1  and  2,  6),  usually  discovered  in  the  act  of  devour- 
ing his  crops  and  in  most  cases  after  having  already  destroyed  the 
greater  portion  of  the  infested  crop. 

WHERE  THE  ARMY  WORM  OCCURS. 

The  true  army  worm  is  probably  a  native  of  North  America, 
although  it  is  also  found  in  South  America.  It  occurs  throughout 
most  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  including  the 
States  bordering  the  western  banks  of  the  Mississippi  wid  the 
Missouri  Rivers.  It  also  has  been  found  in  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
and  California.  It  is  not  known  from  the  Rocky  Mountain  Plateau 
region.     (See  fig.  3.) 

ECONOMIC  IMPORTANCE  AND  MANNER  OF  INJURY. 

The  loss  in  money  to  the  farmer  by  army  worms  in  the  past  has 
been  exceedingly  great,  and  although  no  exact  estimate  is  possible,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  in  the  Eastern  States  alone  many  millions  of  dollars* 
worth  of  grain  and  forage  crops  have  disappeared  down  their  throats 
during  the  past  30  years. 


1  (Chorizagroiis)     Euxoa  auxiliaris  Grote. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   TRUE  ARMY  WORM   AND  ITS   CONTROL. 


Fig.  2. — Stages  and  work  of  the  true  army  worm  and  some  of  Its  Insect  enemies :  a. 
Parent  or  moth;  ft,  full-grown  larva;  c,  eggs;  d,  pupa  in  soil;  e,  parasitic  fly, 
Winthemia  quadripu8tulata,  laying  Its  eggs  on  an  army  worm ;  /,  a  ground  beetle, 
Calo8otna  calidum,  preying  upon  an  army  worm,  and,  at  right,  Calosoma  larva 
emerging  from  burrow  ;  r/,  a  digger  wasp,  f^phex  sp.,  carrying  an  army  worm  to  Its 
burrow ;  h,  Enicospilua  purgatus,  a  wasplike  parasite  of  the  army  worm.  All  about 
natural  size.     (Original.) 
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The  army  worm  injures  crops  in  but  one  way,  and  that  is  by  eating 
away  all  the  tender  portions  of  the  leaves,  the  immature  seed,  and 
sprouts,  and  when  numerous  it  may  even  devour  the  plants  down 
to  the  very  ground.  The  more  important  and  by  far  the  most  con- 
spicuous injury  is  always  inflicted  by  the  nearly  full-grown  cater- 
pillar, whose  greed  and  capacity  for  food  are  almost  unbelievable. 
The  pupa  takes  no  food.  The  moth  subsists  principally  upon  the 
nectar  gathered  from  flowers. 

FOOD  PLANTS. 

The  army  worm  feeds  by  preference  upon  grasses,  both  wild  and 
cultivated ;  next,  upon  the  grasslike  grains,  such  as  the  several  varie- 


FiQ.  3. — Map  showing  localities  in  the  United  States  in  which  the  true  army  worm  has 
been  destructive.     (Original.) 

ties  of  millet,  which  suffer  severely  during  outbreaks  of  the  insect. 
Wheat  in  its  unripe  stages,  corn,  oats,  and  rye  seem  to  be  preferred 
in  the  order  named.  In  some  portions  of  the  country  alfalfa  also 
suffers  injury;  apparently  damage  to  this  crop  occurs  only  in  the 
Southwestern  States — ^Texas,  Oklahoma,  Xew  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 
Occasionally  clover  is  attacked,  but  such  occurrences  are  rare. 

WHERE  INVASIONS  OF  THE  ARMY  WORM  COME  FROM. 

The  true  army  worm  usually  appears  in  the  fields  very  suddenly, 
and  it  seems  quite  certain  that  the  moths  at  times  fly  in  great  niun- 
bers  for  many  miles^  in  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  winds,  and 
alight  in  a  body  to  deposit  their  eggs  at  some  place  favorable  to  the 
development  of  their  offspring.    This  fact  accounts  for  the  sudden 
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appearance  of  the  army  worm  in  regions  far  removed  from  any 
known  source  of  inf estaticm.  The  moth,  however,  seems  to  be  present 
in  small  nmnbers,  over  most  of  the  area  in  which  it  occurs,  during  a 
portion  of  every  year,  but  this  fact  does  not  account  for  the  sudden 
great  invasions  which  occur  from  time  to  time. 

WHEN  INVASIONS  MAY  BE  EXPECTED. 

Generally  speaking,  outbreaks  of  the  true  army  worm  are  more 
common  following  cold,  backward  springs  and  should  be  looked  for 
first  in  neglected  portions  of  fields  upon  which  rank  growths  of  wild 
grasses  or  lodged  and  fallen  unripe  grain  are  to  be  found.  These 
should  be  examined  frequently  and  closely,  especially  during  late 
April,  May,  June,  and  early  July,  in  order  to  discover  the  small 
greenish  caterpillars,  which  may  be  found  in  great  numbers  feeding 
near  the  surface  of  the  ground  under  the  sheltering,  overhanging  leaf 
blades. 

LIFE  HISTORY. 

The  army  worm,  like  many  other  common  insect  pests,  has  four 
forms  or  stages,  as  follows :  First,  the  parent  moths  or  millers,  which 
seek  out  rankly  growing  grass  or  grasslike  grains,  such  as  millet, 
upon  which  they  lay  their  eggs  (fig.  2,  c).  From  these  eggs  hatch 
the  little  caterpillars  or  "worms,"  which  feed  and  grow  rapidly. 
When  full  grown  they  shed  their  skins  and  change  to  the  brown 
pupa  or  resting  stage,  usually  beneath  the  surface  of  the  soil.  From 
these  pupae  come  the  parent  moths,  which  in  turn  mate  and  lay  their 
eggs,  thus  providing  for  another  brood  of  caterpillars.  There  are 
usually  three  generations  of  caterpillars  in  any  one  year,  but  seldom 
or  never  two  successive  outbreaks  in  any  given  locality. 

THE  EGG  STAGE. 

The  eggs  are  laid  by  the  parent  moths  at  night,  usually  in  the 
folded  blades  or  under  the  leaf  sheaths  of  grains  and  grasses  (fig.2,(?). 
These  resemble  small  white  beads,  each  considerably  smaller  than 
the  head  of  a  common  pin,  and  are  deposited  in  masses  or  rows  on 
the  plants  selected.  Moist  or  shaded  spots  usually  are  chosen  for 
this  purpose  by  the  moths,  many  of  which  seem  to  congregate  and 
lay  their  eggs  in  the  same  locality.  These  eggs  hatch  in  from  8  to 
10  days  and  from  them  come  the  very  small  greenish  caterpillars 


or  "  worms." 


THE  CATERPILLAR  OR  LARVAL  STAGE. 


When  the  caterpillars  are  first  hatched  they  are  very  tiny  and, 
although  countless  thousands  of  them  may  be  present,  they  consume, 
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at  this  time,  comparatively  little  food.  Feeding  near  the  ground, 
sheltered  from  view  by  the  overhanging  grain  or  grasses,  they  almost 
invariably  escape  the  notice  of  the  farmer.  If  the  colony  of  worms 
can  be  discovered  at  this  stage  of  their  growth  the  infestation  usually 
can  be  stamped  out  completely  by  prompt  and  vigorous  measures, 
such  as  spraying  with  arsenicals  or  covering  with  straw  and  burn- 
ing over  the  infested  spot. 

As  the  young  worms  grow  and  feed,  their  skins  become  too  small 
for  them,  so  presently  they  split  and  are  shed,  and  the  caterpillars 
begin  feeding  more  greedily  than  ever.  This  occurs  several  times 
during  the  life  of  the  caterpillar,  until  the  worm  becomes  full  grown. 
The  time  required  for  full  growth  is  from  3  to  4  weeks.  The  full- 
grown  army  worm  (figs.  1  and  2,  &)  is  a  nearly  naked,  smooth,  striped 
caterpillar,  about  1^  inches  long.  Its  general  color  is  usually  green- 
ish, and  the  stripes,  one  along  each  side  and  a  broad  one  down  the 
center  of  the  back,  are  dark  and  often  nearly  black.  The  stripe  along 
the  back  usually  has  a  fine,  light-colored,  broken  stripe  running 
down  its  center.  The  color  of  the  body  between  the  dark  stripes 
varies  from  greenish  to  reddish  brown.  The  head  is  greenish  brown 
speckled  with  black. 

When  an  army  of  these  worms  i?  at  work  in  a  field  the  champing  of 
their  jaws  is  plainly  to  be  heard,  as  they  greedily  devour  every  blade 
in  sight.  In  this  stage  the  army  worm  frequently  consumes  all  of 
the  food  supply  near  the  place  where  it  has  developed  from  the  egg. 
When  such  is  the  case  the  caterpillars  mass  together  and  crawl  away 
in  a  body  in  search  of  other  food.  It  is  this  habit  which  has  gained 
for  the  insect  the  popular  name  of  "  army  worm."  The  massing  to- 
gether of  the  worms  affords  the  farmer  an  opportunity  of  destroying 
them  in  great  quantities  by  mechanical  methods  described  on  a  fol- 
lowing page  of  this  publication.  When  the  full-grown  caterpillars 
cease  feeding  they  usually  burrow  into  the  soil  to  the  depth  of  a  few 
inches  and  by  dint  of  twisting  and  turning  form  a  cavity  or  cell 
therein.  The  worm  then  begins  to  shrink  and  shorten,  after  which 
the  skin  splits  and  is  shed  and  the  pupa  appears  beneath  it.  When 
the  worms  are  very  numerous  many  of  them  pupate  on  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  hidden  under  clods,  boards,  or  bunches  of  dried  grass 
and  fallen  grain. 

THE  PUPA  OR  RESTING  STAGE. 

The  pupa  (figs.  2,  d^  and  4)  or  resting  stage  of  the  true  army  worm 
resembles  a  date  seed  in  size  and  shape,  but  is  more  pointed  at  one 
end.  In  color  it  is  at  first  a  reddi.^h  or  chestnut  brown,  becoming 
almost  black  as  the  time  for  emergence  of  the  moth  approaches.     Its 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE   TRUE   ARMY   WORM   AND  ITS  CONTROL.  7 

skin  or  covering  is  smooth  and  tough,  and  the  pupa  is  unable  to  move 
any  portion  of  its  body  excepting  its  tail,  which  it  wriggles  vigorously 
upon  being  disturbed.  If  the  soil  in  which  the  pupae  are  resting  be 
lightly  cultivated  during  this  time  and  the  pupae  thrown  to  the  sur- 
face, most  of  them  will  be  killed  by  exposure  to  the  weather,  crushed 
by  the  cultivating  implements,  or  eaten  during  the  day  by  birds  or 
at  night  by  skimks  which  roam  the  fields  and 
consume  great  quantities  of  such  food. 

THE  PARENT  OR  MOTH  STAGE. 

AMien  the  moth  (figs.  2,  a  and  5)  crawls  forth 
from  the  pupal  case  it  has  not  yet  developed  its 
wings,  which  are  crumpled  and  folded  in  pad- 
like masses  on  each  side  of  its  back.    It  usually 
crawls  up  the  stem  of  some  plant  and  begins  to 
expand  its  wings,  waving  them  back  and  forth 
slowly  for  about  an  hour,  by  which  time  they 
are  completely  developed  and  the  insect  is  capa- 
ble of  flying.     However,  if  undisturbed,  the   p^^   ^  _The  true  army 
mdths  will  usually  remain  at  rest  for  several      worm:    Pupa.     ed- 
hours  before  flying  away  to  mate  and  lay  their      *"^^-    <0''^^'''"'^^' 
eggs.    It  takes  from  7  to  8  weeks  for  the  insect  to  develop  from  the 
egg  to  the  adult  or  moth. 

After  the  moths  have  expanded  their  wings  they  do  not  grow  any 
larger;  the  small  moths  are  not  the  young  of  larger  moths,  but  the 


Fig.  5. — The  true  army  worm  :  Parent  or  moth.    Enlarged.     (Original.) 

male  moth  or  parent  of  the  army  worm  is  usually  considerably 
smaller  than  the  female. 

The  army  worm  moth  is  strongly  attracted  to  lights  at  night  and 
frequently  swarms  of  these  moths  are  seen  about  lights  out  of  doors 
shortly  before  an  outbreak  of  the  army  worm.     Farmers  would 
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therefore  do  well  to  learn  to  recognize  the  moth  at  sight,  as  in  this 
way  they  could  be  warned  of  the  probable  subsequent  injurious 
abundance  of  the  caterpillar.  The  moths  may  readily  be  known  by 
their  plain  brownish-gray  appearance  and  the  presence  of  a  single 
very  small,  almost  pure  white  speck  or  spot  near  the  center  of  each 
of  the  front  wings  (see  figs.  2,  a  and  5).  The  moths  seldom  or  never 
lay  their  eggs  near  the  spot  where  they  have  developed  and  fre- 
quently fly  for  many  miles  before  doing  so.  Thus  there  are  seldom 
two  successive  outbreaks  during  the  year  in  any  given  locality.  It 
is  not  yet  definitely  known  where  or  how  the  army  worm  lives  over 

the  winter,  but  the  indica- 
tions are  that  it  does  so  in 
the  partially  grown  cater- 
pillar stage. 

mSTORY  OP  THE  ARMY 
WORM  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

The  army  worm  has  been 
known  as  a  serious  i>est  on 
cereal  and  forage  crops  in 
the  United  States  since  early 
colonial  times.  As  early  as 
the  year  1632  it  is  recorded 
as  injuring  corn  in  New 
England  by  Peter  Kalm,  a 
Swedish  naturalist  who 
traveled  in  this  country.  In 
^     >.    ^.  .^    .        , ,     .  ,  .      ^  .*.     the  vear  1743  a  great  out- 

Fio.  6. — y^inthemin  quadripustulata,  a  fly  parasitic     i  |        -     , 

on  the  true  army  worm  :  Adult.    Much  enhirged.     break  01  the  army  WOrm   IS 

(Original.)  recorded  as  having  occurred 

throughout  that  portion  of  the  country  now  known  as  the  North 
Atlantic  States.  From  then  down  to  the  present  time  the  insect  has 
hampered  agriculture  and  robbed  the  farmer  mercilessly  at  compara- 
tively short  but  irregular  intervals  of  time.  The  most  recent  serious 
invasion  occurred  during  the  summer  of  1914,  at  which  time  the 
entire  agricultural  region  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  north  of 
the  Gulf  States  suffered  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  From  the  past 
history  of  the  insect  the  farmer  may  confidently  expect  to  be  com- 
pelled to  cope  with  it  from  time  to  time,  and  he  should  ever  be  on  the 
alert  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  months  in  order  to  dis- 
cover the  pest  before  it  has  made  serious  inroads  upon  his  crops. 
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NATURAL  ENEMIES. 

Most  fortunately  for  the  farmer,  the  army  worm  has  many  natu- 
ral enemies  among  the  native  insects,  reptiles,  birds,  and  mammals. 

INSECT    ENEMIES. 

One  of  the  commonest  and  most  effective  of  its  insect  foes  is  a 
medium-sized  gray  fly*    (fig.  6),  closely  resembling,  and  slightly 
larger  than,  the  house  fly.    This  parasite  sticks  its  eggs  fast  to  the 
skin  of  the  caterpillar  (fig.  2,  h  and  e) 
and  the  quickly  hatching  maggots  bore 
through  the  skin  into  the  flesh,  where 
they  soon  devour  the  entire  inside  por- 
tions of  the  army  worm's  body.    These 
flies  multiply  rapidly  and  often  become 
so  numerous  as  to  control  the  army  worm 
completely  in  a  given  locality. 

Another  common  insect  foe  is  a  very 
small  wasplike  creature  (fig.  T),^  which 
pierces  the  caterpillar  with  its  sting  or 
ovipositor,  laying  its  eggs  inside  the 
nrmy  worm's  body,  where  they  quickly 
hatch  and,  the  maggots  having  eaten 
their  fill,  bore  their  way  outward  and     i'^'«.  7.-Lan-ii  of  the  army  xvorm 

7        .  "Y        ""^'^        "J     v/ww  »«iV4.    ttxivA  surrounded  by  Silken  cocoons  of 

spin   little   silken   cocoons   in   a   mass   to-  the  waspUke  parasite  Apanteles 

gether,  somewhat  resembling  grains  of       7oHgTnau  ^*'''"'  "'"'"'''^  '*'"' 
rice  entangled  in  a  mass  of  cotton.    This 

parasite  is  also  sometimes  numerous  enough  to  be  of  great  service  in 
controlling  the  pest. 

Several  other  insect  enemies  serve  more  or  less  efficiently  in 
combating  the  armv  worm.  Some  of  these  are  shown  in  figure  2, 
f,  g,  h.' 

WILD  BIRDS  AND  OTHER  ENEMIES. 

According  to  the  records  of  the  United  States  Jiiological  Survey, 
more  than  40  species,  of  native  wild  birds  are  known  to  eat  the  army 
worm  in  its  various  stages.  Among  the  most  important  of  these  are 
the  following:  Crow  blackbird  or  grackle,  yellow-headed  blackbird, 
chipping  sparrow,  bluebird,  prairie  hen,  and  European  starling. 
Domestic  fowls  of  all  kinds  will  greedily  devour  the  caterpillars  and 
pupae  if  allowed  to  roam  over  infested  fields.  Skunks  and  toads  also 
undoubtedly  eat  thousands  of  the  army  worms,  both  caterpillars  and 

^  Winthemia  quadripustulala  Fab. 

^Apanteles  militaria  Say. 

*Calosoma  Calidum  Fab..  (Ammophila)  Bphex  sp.,  and  Enicospilus  purgatu»  Say. 
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pupae.    These  birds  and  other  animals  should  therefore  be  encour- 
aged and  protected  by  the  farmer  by  all  possible  means. 

CONTROL  MEASURES. 

WATCHFULNESS  AS  A  FACTOB. 

The  importance  of  watchfulness,  on  the  part  of  the  farmer,  as  a 
factor  in  combating  the  army  worm  can  not  be  too  greatly  empha- 
sized. Upon  the  discovery  of  the  pest  in  its  younger  stages  depends 
very  largely  the  possibility  of  stamping  out  an  infestation  before 
serious  injury  to  crops  has  occurred.  The  farmer  should  examine  his 
meadows  frequently  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  months, 
particularly  those  planted  to  timothy,  bluegrass,  and  especially  mil- 
let. He  should  not  be  satisfied  with  looking  merely  at  the  surface  of 
the  stand ;  the  thicker  and  longer  the  growth,  the  greater  the  danger 
from  the  army  worm.  The  grass  or  grain  should  be  parted  with  the 
hands  in  various  parts  of  the  field  and  the  lower  portions  of  the 
growth  closelj^  examined,  in  order  to  discover  the  presence  of  the 
small,  greenish  caterpillars,  and  if  such  be  found  in  any  number  the 
area  covered  by  the  infestation  should  be  determined  and  vigorous 
action  taken  at  once  to  destroy  the  worms  before  they  become  large 
enough  to  begin  their  journey  to  other  portions  of  the  farm.  If  the 
infested  spot  be  small,  the  grass  or  grain  can  be  mowed  off  and  straw 
scattered  over  the  spot  and  burned,  thus  destroying  the  worms.  If 
the  caterpillars  have  become  distributed  over  a  considerable  area,  this 
can  be  marked  off  by  stakes  and  the  crop  sprayed  heavily  with  a 
mixture  of  Paris  green  at  the  rate  of  1  poimd  to  50  gallons  of  water. 
In  case  this  poison  is  used,  care  should  be  exercised  in  preventing 
stock  from  gaining  access  to  the  poisoned  grass  or  grain  and  being 
injured  or  killed  by  eating  it.  It  is  far  better  to  sacrifice  a  portion 
of  the  crop,  if  the  destruction  of  the  pest  can  be  accomplished  thereby, 
because  if  the  army  worms  are  not  destroyed  they  will  take  the  crop 
anyway  and  probably  devastate  other  portions  of  the  farm. 

POISONED  BAFTS. 

Poisoned  baits  of  varying  composition  have  long  been  used  as  a 
means  of  destroying  the  many  different  species  of  cutworms  and 
also  the  army  worm.  An  efficient  bait  of  this  kind  may  be  pre- 
pared and  used  as  follows:  To  50  pounds  of  wheat  bran  and  1 
pound  of  Paris  green  or  2  pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead  add  the  juice 
of  one-half  dozen  oranges  or  lemons.  Then  bring  the  mass  to  a 
stiff  dough  by  adding  low-grade  molasses  or  sirup,  preferably  the 
former,  and  scatter  the  mixture  broadcast  in  small  pieces  throughout 
the  infested  field.    This  poisoned  bait  may  be  safely  used  in  alfalfa 
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and  cornfields  where  it  is  desired,  if  possible,  to  save  the  crop  for 
forage  purposes. 

MECHANICAL  MEASURES. 

In  case  the  worms  are  not  discovered  until  they  have  begun  to 
travel  in  a  mass,  they  can  usually  be  destroyed  by  furrowing  or 
ditching  (fig.  8)  completely  around  the  infested  area.  In  attempt- 
ing to  cross  such  ditches  the  worms  will  fall  into  them  and  can 
easily  be  destroyed  by  crushing  them  with  a  log  dragged  back  and 
forth  through  the  ditch  or  furrow.  If  shallow  post  holes  are  sunk 
in  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  at  intervals  of  about  20  feet,  the  worms 
will  crawl  along  the  ditch  bottoms  and  fall  into  the  holes,  where 


Fig.  8. — Ditch  prepared  to  entrap  marching  army  worms.     A  log,  dragged  back  and 
forth  through  the  ditch,  crushes  the  worms  which  have  failed  Into  It.     (Original.) 

they  may  be  destroyed  by  crushing  or  other  means.  If  the  subsoil 
be  of  such  a  nature  that  water  penetrates  it  but  slowly,  the  post 
holes  may  be  partially  filled  with  water,  on  the  top  of  which  a  layer 
of  coal  oil  or  petroleum  may  be  poured.  Upon  falling  into  such 
holes,  the  worms  are  almost  immediately  destroyed  without  further 
action  on  the  part  of  the  farmer. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES. 

(1)  Watch  fields  of  growing  grass  and  grain  carefully,  especially 
the  meadows,  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  months,  in  order 
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to  discover  the  army  worms  before  they  have  a  chance  to  become 
full  grown  and  spread  over  the  entire  farm.  When  the  worms  are 
discovered  at  work  do  not  lose  a  minute,  but  attack  them  vigorously 
by  means  of  the  measures  outlined  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

(2)  In  case  the  worms  are  crawling  in  a  body,  surround  them  with 
a  furrow  or  ditch  and  crush  them  with  a  log  drag  as  they  fall 
into  it. 

(3)  Poison  them  by  spraying  crops  not  intended  for  forage  pur- 
poi^es  with  1  pound  of  Paris  green  to  50  gallons  of  water,  or  with 
'2  pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead  to  50  gallons  of  water.  In  case  the 
Paris  green  is  used  on  tender  plants,  like  com,  2  pounds  of  freshly 
slaked  lime  should  be  added  to  50  gallons  of  the  mixture.  This 
is  to  prevent  burning  the  tender  plants.  Where  spraying  is  not 
practicable,  the  use  of  the  poisoned  bran  bait,  mentioned  on 
page  10  of  this  publication,  is  strongly  recommended. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Marquis  wheat  has  aroused  much  interest  in  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  or  four  years.  Farmers  and  also  millers, 
bankers,  and  real-estate  dealers  have  had  their  attention  attracted 
to  it.  This  interest  was  first  stimulated  by  items  in  the  papers  stating 
that  Marquis  wheat  had  taken  the  first  prize  for  hard  spring  wheat 
at  certain  expositions.  Statements  were  published  also  of  high 
yields  made  by  this  variety  in  the  Provinces  of  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan in  Canada. 

WHAT  IS  MARQUIS  WHEAT? 

The  variety  called  Marquis  is  a  hybrid  wheat  produced  by  Dr. 
A.  P.  Saunders  and  Dr.  C.  E.  Saunders,  cerealists  of  the  Central 
Experimental  Farm  at  Ottawa,  Canada. 

36382«'— Bull.  732—16 
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HISTORY. 

Marquis  wheat  is  one  of  the  descendants  of  a  cross  made  in  or 
about  1892.  The  female  parent  was  a  wheat  from  India,  called 
Hard  Red  Calcutta.  The  male  parent  was  the  widely  grown  Red 
Fife  wheat  of  Canada. 

The  different  forms  resulting  from  this  cross  were  separated  in 
1903  at  Ottawa,  and  each  was  grown  by  itself  in  1904.  One  selec- 
tion having  desirable  plant  characters  was  named  Marquis  at  some 
time  between  1905  and  1907. 

The  good  milling  qualities  of  this  variety  became  apparent  by  the 
end  of  1906,  and  it  was  sent  out  to  Manitoba  for  testing  in  1907. 
Wheat  rust  was  very  bad  in  1907  in  the  wheat-growing  Prairie 
Provinces.  The  earliness  of  this  variety  enabled  it  partly  to  escape 
the  rust.  It  soon  became  a  leading  variety  in  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan. 

The  yields  of  Marquis  wheat  at  agricultural  experiment  stations 
in  these  Provinces  were  13.5  to  38  per  cent  higher  than  the  yields 
of  Red  Fife  during  the  eight  years,  1907  to  1914,  inclusive. 

DESCRIPTION. 

The  Marquis  is  a  beardless  spring  w^heat,  with  hairless,  white 
(greenish  white)  chaff  or  glumes,  and  a  hard  red  kernel.  In  appear- 
ance it  closely  resembles  the  Fife  wheats  of  our  northern  Great 
Plains  States  and  is  therefore  included  in  the  Fife  group  (fig.  1). 

The  plants  are  of  only  medium  height,  ranging  from  28  to  48 
inches,  according  to  season.  They  generally  are  2  to  4  inches  shorter 
than  those  of  the  Glyndon  or  Power  varieties.  The  heads  are  short, 
varying  from  2^  to  4  inches,  and  averaging  one-half  to  1  inch 
shorter  than  other  varieties  of  Fife  wheat.  The  chaff  or  glumes 
also  are  short  and  broad.  Two  or  three  short  awns  or  beards  usually 
are  found  at  the  tip  of  the  head,  as  in  other  beardless  wheats.  The 
short  straw  is  stiff  and  stands  up  well.    The  seed  does  not  shatter. 

The  kernels  of  other  Fife  wheats  are  short  and  broad,  but  those 
of  the  Marquis  are  even  more  so.  They  average  about  one-twentieth 
of  an  inch  shorter  than  those  of  Fife  and  Bluestem  wheats  (fig.  2). 
The  crease  is  deep  and  broad. 

The  Marquis  is  an  early  variety,  ripening  from  98  to  135  days 
after  sowing,  varying  with  the  season  and  locality.  The  average 
length  of  its  gi-owing  period  in  the  northern  Great  Plains  is  about 
115  days.  This  makes  it  three  or  four  days  earlier  than  most  of  the 
other  Fife  varieties.  Because  of  its  earliness  it  escapes  to  some 
extent  the  drought  of  dry  years,  the  rust  and  fall  rains  of  wet 
seasons,  and  also  the  early  fall  frosts.  These  are  the  characteristics 
which  have  made  it  especially  valuable  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  of 
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Canada.    The  growing  season  lengthens  as  one  passes  southward  into 
the  United  States,  and  earliness  is  no  longer  so  great  an  advantage. 


I  Fig.  1. — Ileads  and  kernels  of  three  varieties  of  hard  spring  wheat,  natural  size  :  1.  Mar- 

I  quis;  2,  Glyndon;  3,  Haynes. 

I  MARQUIS  WHEAT  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  seed  was  brought  into  this  country 

f         from  Canada  for  sowing  in  1913.     Much  larger  quantities  were 

imported  for  sowing  in  1914.    This  importation,  with  the  seed  home 

grown  in  1913,  was  sufficient  to  sow  about  half  a  million  acres  in 
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1914.  The  resulting  crop  of  some  7,000,000  bushels  gave  a  large 
supply  of  seed  in  this  country,  and  very  little  has  been  imported 
since.  Most  of  the  original  seed  was  sold  in  Minnesota,  North 
Dakota,  Montana,  and  Washington.  Smaller  quantities  have  been 
sold  as  far  south  as  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 


Fk;.  *j. — Kernels  of  three  varieties  of  hard  spring  common  wheat,  twice  natural  sire:  1, 
Marquis ;  2,  Glyndon ;  3,  Ilaynes. 

As  soon  as  Marquis  wheat  attracted  attention,  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  various  State  agricultural  experi- 
ment stations  began  to  test  it  for  yielding  power  and  milling  value. 

The  experiments  have  covered  thirteen  States,^  from  Iowa  and 
Minnesota  on  the  east  tp  Oregon  and  California  on  the  west.     In  this 

1  The  courtesy  of  the  directors  and  other  officers  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tions of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dalcota,  and  California,  in  furnishing  experi- 
mental data  on  Marquis  wheat,  is  hereby  gratefully  aclcnowledged. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MARQUIS  WHEAT.  5 

long  stretch  of  territory  the  adaptation  and  value  of  Marquis  wheat 
vary  with  the  local  conditions. 
This  portion  of  the  United  States  may  be  separated  into  four 
^.^^i^isions,  according  to  th^se  prevailing  conditions.  These  divisions 
Hiay  be  called  (1)  the  northern  Prairie  or  subhumid  section,  (2)  the 
northern  Great  Plains  or  semiarid  section,  (3)  the  western  Basin  and 
Coast  or  arid  areas,  and  (4)  the  irrigated  districts  of  the  northern 
Rocky  Mountain  region  and  Great  Basin  area.  The  Great  Basin 
area  in  the  third  division  may  be  separated  into  the  Great  Basin 
proper,  the  Snake  River  Basin,  the  Harney  Valley,  and  the  Columbia 
Basin. 

VALUE  IN  THE  SUBHUMID  SECTION. 

The  subhumid  section  covers  only  the  northern  Prairie  States  lying 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  includes  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  the 
subhumid  eastern  parts  of  Nebraska  and  the  two  Dakotas.  Marquis 
wheat  has  been  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in  this  subhumid  part 
of  the  upper  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  principal  spring  wheats  are  varieties  of  the  Fife,  Bluestem, 
and  Preston  groups.  Marquis  wheat  slightly  outyields  all  varieties 
of  these  groups  of  spring  wheat  in  this  section.  Where  winter  wheat 
can  be  grown,  however,  it  outyields  any  spring  wheat. 

The  conclusions  from  these  facts  may  be  stated  as  follows :  Grow 
winter  wheat  wherever  and  whenever  you  can  in  this  section.  When 
spring  wheat  is  to  be  grown,  the  Marquis  is  a  good  variety.  Do  not 
hastily  discard  well-known  varieties  of  Fife,  Bluestem,  and  Preston 
wheats  now  grown.  When  Marquis  is  tried,  compare  it  carefully 
with  the  other  spring  wheats.    Hold  fast  to  that  which  is  best. 

VALUE  IN  THE  SEMIASm  SECTION. 

The  semiarid  section  covers  most  of  the  northern  half  of  the  Great 
Plains  area.  It  includes,  therefore,  most  of  Nebraska  and  the  Da- 
kotas, northeastern  Colorado,  eastern  Wyoming,  and  the  eastern  half 
of  Montana. 

Two  classes  of  spring  wheat,  common  and  durum,  are  grown  in 
these  States.  All  the  leading  varieties  of  spring  common  wheat 
belong  to  the  Fife,  Bluestem,  and  Preston  groups.  Marquis  has 
proved  to  be  as  good  a  yielder  as  any  of  the  varieties  in  these  groups 
in  this  section.  Almost  all  of  the  durum  wheat  is  of  two  varieties, 
Kubanka  and  Amautka.  Throughout  this  section  durum  wheats  out- 
yield  spring  common  wheats,  including  Marquis. 

Winter  wheat,  again,  is  decidedly  better  than  any  spring  wheat  in 
much  of  this  section.  In  central  South  Dakota  and  central  and 
western  North  Dakota,  however,  winter  wheat  can  not  be  grown. 
All  the  winter  wheat  grown  in  this  section  belongs  to  the  Crimean 
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group  of  hard  red  winter  wheat.    The  leading  varieties  are  Turkey, 
Kharkof,  Crimean,  and  Beloglina.    Across  the  line  in  the  Canadian 
Province  of  Alberta,  Turkey  is  called  Alberta  Red. 
The  following  conclusions  are  based  on  the  facts  given  above : 

( 1 )  Winter  varieties  are  best  where  they  can  be  grown  In  the  northern  section 
of  the  Great  Plains  area. 

(2)  Durum  wheats  are  better  than  any  spring  common  wheats  In  this  section. 

(3)  Marquis  Is  better  than  any  other  variety  of  the  spring  common  wlieats  in 
some  parts  and  about  as  good  as  any  in  all  parts  of  this  section.  Where  spring 
wheat  is  grown  and  durum  wheat  is  not  used,  the  Marquis  Is  a  safe  variety  to 
grow. 

It  is  especially  well  adapted  to  central  South  Dakota.  Here 
drought  and  rust  often  reduce  the  yields  of  later  maturing  varieties. 
Preston  ("  Velvet  Chaff''),  a  bearded  wheat,  is  now  the  leading  va- 
riety in  that  district.  Marquis  is  beardless  and  a  better  yielder,  as 
well  as  a  better  milling  wheat. 

Rust  and  drought  are  not  so  frequent  in  North  Dakota  and  Mon- 
tana. The  earliness  of  Marquis  gives  it  an  advantage  when  they  do 
occur.  The  later  maturing  Fife  and  Bluestem  varieties  may  give 
as  high  average  yields  in  a  series  of  years. 

VALUE  IN  THE  ARID  SECTIONS. 

The  dry  lands  of  the  States  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  in- 
cluded in  the  arid  sections.  The  different  sections  represented  are 
known  as  the  Great  Basin,  the  Snake  River  Basin,  the  Harney 
Valley,  the  Columbia  Basin,  and  the  Sacramento  Valley. 

Marquis  wheat  has  not  been  widely  introduced  in  these  sections. 
Several  carloads  have  been  sold  for  seed  in  the  Columbia  Basin  coun- 
ties of  Washington. 

At  most  places  in  these  States  good  varieties  of  spring  wheat 
outyield  the  Marquis.  Palouse  Bluestem,  Early  Baart,  and  some- 
times even  Little  Club  have  outyielded  the  Marquis  variety.  It  also 
is  not  as  good  as  several  of  the  new  wheats  which  have  been  bred 
at  these  western  stations  but  are  not  yet  grown  on  the  farms.  Mar- 
quis is  not  recommended  for  any  district  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. 

The  hard  red  winter  wheats  of  the  Crimean  group  are  now  widely 
grown  in  the  wheat  districts  of  Utah,  Idaho,  Oregon,  and  Wash- 
ington. Wherever  these  wheats  are  grown  they  outyield  any  va- 
riety of  spring  wheat. 

VALUE  UNDER  IRRIGATION. 

Irrigated  farming  is  confined  to  the  valleys  more  or  less  adjacent 
to  the  mountains  of  the  Western  States.  Marquis  wheat  has  not 
been  grown  to  any  extent  under  irrigation. 
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In  western  South  Dakota  and  in  Montana,  Marquis  has  given  good 
results,  according  to  the  limited  information  at  hand. 

In  Idaho  and  Nevada  the  soft  white  spring  wheats,  like  Dicklow, 
Defiance,  Palouse  Bluestem,  and  Little  Club,  all  have  outyielded 
Marquis  under  irrigation.  Marquis  wheat  should  not  be  grown  un- 
der irrigation  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  there  is  a  good 
market  for  these  soft  white  wheats. 

MILLING  VALUE. 

Marquis  wheat  is  a  first-class  wheat  for  flour  making.  The 
Fife  and  Bluestem  wheats  are  the  standard  hard  red  spring  wheats 
for  this  purpose.  Numerous  milling  tests  show  that  Marquis  is 
equal  or  slightly  superior  to  similar  samples  of  Fife  and  Bluestem 
wheat 
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THE  CORN  AND  COTTON  WIREWORM '  IN  ITS  R 
TO  CEREAL  AND  FORAGE  CROPS,  WITH  CQ 

MEASURES. 

By  Edmund  H.  Gibson, 
Scienti/tc  Assistant^  Cereal  and  Forage  Insect  Iwvestigat\ 

INTRODUCTION. 

During  the  three  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  inv( 

of  the  corn  and  cotton  wireworm  (fig.  1,  6)  was  begun 
been  constant  requests  by  farmers  and  others  for  remedial  measures, 

and  it  is  in  answer  to  and  underground  stems 

these  requests  that  the  of   plants    which    are 

present  paper  has  been  thereby    weakened    and 

prepared.     The   injury,  stunted  or  killed, 
as  in  the  case  with  other 

wireworms,  is  caused  by  EXTENT      OF     DAMAGE 
the  feeding  of  the  worm- 
like yoimg  or  larvae  of 

slender   beetles,   known  These     wireworms 

as   "click    beetles"    or  have  been  known  totally 

"snapping    beetles,"  to  destroy  com  throUgbi- 

upon  the  roots,  sprouts,  out  fields  of  large  acre- 


BY  THE  CORN  AND 
COTTON  WIREWORM. 


Pig.  1. — The  com  and  cotton  wlreworin  :  a.  Adult,  or  beetle ;  ft,  larva,  or  wireworm.     Much 

enlarged.     (Uyslop.) 

age.  However,  this  is  not  usually  the  case  and  the  attack  is  most 
frequently  concentrated  in  "  spots "  scattered  throughout  the  field, 
the  plants  in  these  spots  being  wholly  destroyed.  In  other  parts  of 
the  field  there  may  be  slight  injury  as  shown  by  the  dwarfed  ap- 

1  Horifftmottw  ulderi  Horn;  order  Coleoptera,  fomily  Elateridae. 
NoTK.— The  object  of  this  bulletin  Is  to  set  forth  In  a  popular  form  what  Is  known  of 
the  habits  of   the  destructiye   corn   and   cotton   wireworm,   In   order   that    farmers   and 
planters  may  more  effectively  carry  out  control  measures  and  be  able  better  to  handle 
Ixifested  areas,  that  the  injury  may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
S8491»—BulL  733—16 
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Fig.  2.— Egg  of  the 
corn  and  cotton 
wireworau  Much 
enlarged.  (Origi- 
nal.) 


pearance  of  the  plants,  which  may  later  produce  50  per  cent  or  more 
of  a  normal  yield. 

The  wireworms  are  ravenous  feeders,  often  cutting  off  all  the  roots 
of  a  plant.  They  are  especially  destructive  during  the  two  months 
before  they  transform  to  adults.  A  single  half-grown  wireworm  is 
capable  of  killing  a  young  corn  sprout  and  severely  injuring  a  plant 
from  6  to  8  inches  in  height.  Therefore  it  can  be  seen  that  when 
there  is  a  concentrated  attack  by  many  wireworms  in  one  hill  the 
plants  have  but  small  chance  of  surviving. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INSECT  IN  ITS  DIFFERENT  STAGES. 

The  parent  of  the  com  and  cotton  wireworm  (fig.  1,  a)  is  a  small 
dark  brown  click-beetle,  or  "  snapping  beetle,"  measuring  about  one- 
mm^M^        fourth  of  an  inch  in  length.    The  eggs  (fig.  2)  laid 
by  this  beetle  are  white  and  nearly  round ;  when  first 
deposited  they  are  translucent,  but  in  a  day  or  two 
become  opaque.     The  young  wireworms,  or  larva?, 
after  hatching  from  the  eggs  are  minute,  measuring 
from   an  eighth  to  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch   in 
length.     AVhen  from  half  to  full  grown   (fig.  1,  &) 
they  may  be  described  as  "soft,  membranous,  and 
elongate."    The  body,  which  is  usually  white,  is  apparently  composed 
of  26  segments,  or  joints,  every  third  segment  being  swollen.    The 
last  segment  is  simply  pointed.    The  head,  which  is  yellow,  is  long 
and  slender,  and  has  a  pair  of  prominent,  dark  brown 
jaws.    TMien  full  grown  these  larva?  measure  about  an 
inch  in  length  and  are  but  slightly  thicker  than  pack 
thread.    The  pupae  (fig.  3),  to  which  the  larvae  change 
before  becoming  adult  beetles,  have  the  same  general 
color  as  the  larvae  and  are  about  five-sixteenths  of  an 
inch  long  and  nearly  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick.    Each 
pupa  occurs  in  a  small  earthen  chamber  constructed  by 
the  larva. 

All  stages  of  the  insect  are  spent  in  the  ground  ex- 
cept the  adult  or  beetle,  which  only  enters  it  at  the  time 
of  egg  deposition. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  species  of  wireworms 
which  are  often  found  associated  with  this  wdreworm 
about  the  roots  of  corn  and  others  of  its  food  plants. 
The  corn  and  cotton  wireworm  can  be  easily  distin- 
guished from  these,  however,  by  its  light  creamy  color 
and  threadlike  form,  as  most  other  wireworms  are  stouter  and  usually 
either  reddish  or  brownish. 

WHERE  THE  INSECT  OCCURS. 

Reports  show  that  the  corn  and  cotton  wireworm  has  been  de- 
structive in  the  Carolinas,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Missis- 


Fio.  8.— Pupa,  or 
resting  stage,  of 
the  corn  and 
cotton  wiro- 
worm.  Much 
enlarged.  (Origi- 
nal.) 
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sippi.  This  would  indicate  a  wide  distribution,  probably  a  wider 
one  than  the  mere  records  reveal,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  species 
may  occur  throughout  the  entire  eastern  half  of  the  United  States. 
Its  occurrence  is  closely  related  to  the  distribution  of  soils  of  light 
sandy  type,  as  it  is  known  that  the  immature  stages  exist  only  in 
such  soils.  Occasionally  an  adult  has  been  collected  several  miles 
from  sandy  locations,  but  its  presence  there  was  more  than  likely 
due  to  its  own  flight  from  the  field  of  its  origin.  In  some  localities 
this  species  is  referred  to  as  the  "  sandy-spot  wireworm." 

PLANTS  ATTACKED. 

Cotton  and  com  constitute  the  principal  food  plants  of  this  wire- 
worm,  and  of  the  cereal  and  forage  crops  in  the  South  the  greatest 
damage  is  done  each  year  to  com.  The  wireworms,  besides  feeding 
upon  the  roots  of  corn  and  cotton,  are  known  to  attack  oats,  rye, 
cowpeas,  crab  grass,  and  Johnson  grass.  Sweet  potatoes,  peanuts, 
tobacco,  watermelons,  and  the  roots  of  a  wild  bamboo  are  also  among 
the  food  plants  of  this  wireworm.  The  adults  have  been  observed 
feeding  on  stems  of  cowpeas  and  on  young,  tender  leaves  of  corn  and 
crab  grass. 

CHARACTER  OP  THE  INJURY. 

Com  plants  infested  by  this  wireworm  become  wilted  and  stimted, 
with  leaves  of  a  bluish  shade,  brown  at  the  tips,  which  stand  out 
from  the  stalks  stiflSy  instead  of  bending  over  gracefully  as  in  a 
healthy  plant.  Deprived  of  most  of  the  roots  through  the  work  of 
the  larvae  of  this  wireworm,  the  plant  can  be  pulled  up  with  little 
effort.  Weak  plants  soon  succumb,  leaving  gaps  in  the  rows,  but 
the  more  vigorous  plants  put  forth  new  roots  in  abnormal  numbers. 
These  are  matted  together  and  distorted,  and  although  the  plants 
survive,  only  "  nubbins  "  are  produced.  The  infestation  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  impoverished  areas,  for  there  may  be  larvae  among  the 
roots  of  tall  and  apparently  healthy  plants.  Rolling  land  infested 
by  this  insect  presents  a  patchy  appearance,  the  sandy  knolls  stand- 
ing out  distinct  and  bare,  although  overgrown  later  with  weeds, 
particularly  crab  grass,  briers,  and  morning-glories.  For  a  long  time 
there  was  a  theory  among  farmers  that  lightning  caused  the  injury 
to  com  which  is  now  rightly  attributed  to  this  wireworm. 

In  the  case  of  cowpeas,  the  fibrous  roots  suffer  most,  the  thicker 
roots  being  perforated,  so  that  the  plants  beccnne  yellow  and  dwarfed, 
and  fall  to  vine. 

Cotton  is  injured  in  the  early  stages  by  larvae  boring  into  the  seed 
and  injuring  the  very  young  plants,  checking  the  growth  so  much 
that  the  plant  dies  or  struggles  along  only  to  produce  little  or  no 
cotton. 
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LIFE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SPECIES. 

Beetles  of  the  corn  and  cotton  wireworm  (fig.  1,  a)  are  abroad  in 
the  fields  from  early  June  until  the  last  of  August.  The  eggs  (fig.  2), 
which  are  laid  in  groups  of  from  3  to  20  in  the  soil  about  the  roots 
of  corn,  cowpeas,  and  other  food  plants,  are  deposited,  for  the  most 
part,  during  late  June  and  July.  These  hatch  in  from  8  to  11  days 
into  the  young  wireworms  or  larvae  (fig.  1,  6)  which  immediately  com- 
mence feeding  upon  the  roots.  The  exact  duration  of  the  period  of 
development  in  the  soil  has  not  yet  been  determined,  but  the  informa- 
tion now  at  hand  indicates  that  the  species  lives  in  the  larval  stage 
for  two  years  and  possibly  three.  It  is  true  that  adults  are  to  be 
found  each  year,  but  this  is  probably  due  to  overlapping  broods. 
During  May  or  June  each  full-grown  larva  constructs  a  small  earthen 
cell  in  the  soil  and  in  this  it  changes  to  a  pupa  (fig.  3).  The  pupal 
stage  averages  12  days  in  length  and  during  this  time  the  pupa  is 
almost  motionless  and  takes  no  food.  After  this  it  transforms  to  the 
adult  or  beetle.  As  is  usually  the  case,  the  duration  of  the  egg  and 
pupal  stages  varies  with  temperature  and  moisture  conditions. 

HABITS  OF  THE  LARV^  OR  WIREWORMS. 

The  larvae,  or  wireworms,  feed  upon  the  roots  of  their  food  plants 
throughout  the  summer  months  and  up  to  about  the  first  of  October, 
and  during  this  time  are  found  within  18  inches  of  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  the  depth  depending  upon  the  moisture  content  of  the  top 
soil.  During  a  hot,  dry  spell  the  wireworms  remain  from  12  to  Id 
inches  below  the  surface,  but  after  a  rain  they  can  be  foimd  within  2 
inches  of  the  surface. 

With  the  approach  of  cold  weather  they  begin  a  general  down- 
ward movement,  which  accounts  for  the  farmer's  inability  to  locate 
them  during  the  late  fall  and  winter  months.  At  Charleston,  Mo^ 
December  1,  1914,  they  were  found  in  the  sand  at  the  remarkable 
depth  of  5  feet.  This  appeared  to  be  the  average  depth  at  which  they 
remained  during  the  winter  in  this  locality,  observations  showing  the 
depth  to  vary  from  4  to  6  feet.  From  these  facts  it  will  be  seen  that 
fall  or  winter  plowing  would  be  useless  as  a  control  or  remedial 
measure. 

By  the  last  of  February  in  some  localities,  or  as  soon  as  winter 
breaks  up,  the  larvae  gradually  make  their  way  to  within  2  to  3  feet 
of  the  surface.  By  the  middle  of  April  they  are  numerous  within  6 
inches  of  the  surface  of  the  ground.  From  the  time  the  larvae  travel 
downward  in  the  fall  until  they  return  to  the  top  soil  they  eat  prac- 
tically nothing.  In  laboratory  experiments,  larvae  remained  alive  and 
healthy  in  cages  of  moist  pure  sand,  without  organic  food,  for  six 
months. 
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The  larvBB  are  quick  of  movement  and  wriggle  vigorously  when 
disturbed.  In  indoor  rearing  cages  they  are  found  to  be  keenly  sus- 
ceptible to  an  overabundance  of  moisture,  and,  too,  will  die  if  the  cage 
soil  is  allowed  to  get  excessively  dry. 

Cannibalism  is  common  among  them,  especiaUy  under  artificial 
rearing  conditions,  but  the  fact  that  as  many  as  106  larvae  have  been 
found  in  one  hill  of  corn  is  evidence  that  this  habit  does  not  exist  to 
any  great  extent  in  the  field  when  there  is  plenty  of  plant  food  at 
hand. 

HABITS  OF  THE  ADULTS,  OR  BEETLES. 

The  adults,  or  beetles,  are  also  very  quick  of  movement.  Imme- 
diately upon  being  disturbed  they  "  snap  "  themselves  and  fall  to  the 
ground  from  the  leaf  or  stem  upon  which  they  are  resting.  On  the 
ground  they  feign  death  for  a  few  moments,  then  quickly  scamper 
off  to  a  hiding  place.  The  adults  feed  very  little,  hence  any  injury 
which  they  might  cause  would  be  hardly  perceptible. 

They  evidently  fly  well,  as  they  have  been  collected  in  quantities 
around  lights  at  night.  This  would  probably  explain  the  fact  that 
adults  have  been  collected  several  miles  from  the*  nearest  sandy  spot 
or  field.  The  author,  however,  has  never  seen  them  fly  in  the  day- 
time. 

The  female  beetles  will  not  deposit  eggs  in  soil  which  is  crusted 
over  or  baked,  but  leave  such  a  field  and  search  for  one  which  is 
covered  by  a  dust  mulch,  or  which  has  recently  been  plowed.  This 
fact  is  important  and  should  be  taken  into  account  when  control 
measures  are  being  considered,  since  cultivation  at  the  time  the  beetles 
are  most  numerous  means  that  excellent  conditions  are  given  the 
females  for  depositing  their  eggs. 

NATURAL  ENEMIES. 

Comparatively  few  natural  enemies  of  this  wireworm  have  been 
noted.  -No  internal  parasites  have  been  reared  from  any  stage  of 
the  species.  Birds  feed  upon  all  kinds  of  wireworms,  including  those 
of  the  genus  Horistonotus. 

INEFFECTUAL  REMEDL4L  MEASURES. 

PLOWING. 

Late  fall  and  winter  plowing  as  a  method  of  reducing  the  numbers 
of  the  pest  by  turning  up  and  exposing  the  larvae  to  the  elements  is 
of  no  value,  as  the  wireworms  are  at  this  time  at  such  depths  in  the 
soil  that  they  would  not  be  disturbed  by  the  plowing.  Plowing  or 
cultivating  for  this  purpose  at  other  times  of  the  year  is  of  little 
avail  as  the  wireworms  are  so  quick  of  movement  that  almost  as  soon 
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as  exposed  they  are  again  hidden  in  the  loosened  soil.    Even  chickens 
or  turkeys  are  not  sufficiently  alert  to  catch  many. 

TRAPPING  ADULT  BEETLES. 

Trapping  the  beetles  at  night  by  means  of  strong  lights  above  open 
vessels  containing  water  or  kerosene  would  in  no  way  prove  practical, 
especially  on  a  large  scale. 

POISONING. 

Killing  the  wireworms  by  placing  poisoned  baits  in  the  soil  around 
the  hills  of  corn  is  not  practical,  nor  will  the  treating  of  seeds  with 
poisons  or  repellents  assist  in  protecting  the  plants  from  wireworm 
attacks.  Turning  uAder  wood  ashes,  as  a  remedy  against  wireworms, 
has  proved  to  be  of  no  avail. 

EFFECTIVE  CONTROL  AND  REMEDIAL  MEASURES. 

'  The  IfoUowing  control  measures  are  formulated  from  the  study 
of  the  habits  of  the  insect,  and  are  based  on  results  of  such  measures 
carried  on  over  a  period  of  two  years.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
as  this  species  has  been  under  investigation  for  only  three  years,  the 
following  remedial  measures  are  subject  to  more  or  less  modification. 

HASTENING  EARLY  PLANT  GROWTH. 

The  most  important  factor  in  reducing  injury  by  this  wireworm 
is  the  employment  of  methods  which  hasten  earlj^  plant  growth  in 
the  spring,  the  object  of  stimulating  growth  being  to  enable  the 
plants  the  better  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  the  wireworms.  In  the 
case  of  com  this  consists  of  early  planting — at  least  by  April  20  for 
southeastern  Missouri  and  northeastern  Arkansas — followed  by  fre- 
quent cultivation  until  the  middle  of  June. 

CROP  ROTATION. 

Any  system  of  crop  rotation  after  harvesting  the  corn  may  be 
carried  out,  and  a  winter  cover  crop  such  as  wheat  or  rye  is  advised. 
Pasturing  this  during  winter  months  and  turning  it  under  in  the 
spring  is  very  beneficial,  since  humus  is  thus  added  and  the  sandy 
soil  is  thereby  stiffened.  An  infested  field  should  not  be  planted  to 
com  two  years  in  succession. 

If  a  catch  crop  of  red  clover  can  be  obtained  it  is  an  excellent 
one  to  come  in  the  rotation  for  two  or  three  years.  Such  com- 
binations as  wheat  and  clover  are  to  be  recommended  for  south- 
eastern Missouri,  as  they  not  only  afford  two  crops  a  year  from  the 
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same  field,  but  also  permit  the  soil  to  remain  undisturbed  during 
the  period  when  the  female  beetles  are  laying  their  eggs.  As  stated 
elsewhere  in  this  bulletin,  the  females  prefer  loose  soil  for  egg  deposi- 
tion, especially  soil  which  has  been  recently  cultivated  or  plowed. 

A  system  of  handling  the  ground  and  crops  so  that  the  soil  will 
not  be  disturbed  from  the  middle  of  June  until  the  middle  of  August 
is  one  of  great  importance,  and  it  may  prove  to  be  the  most  beneficial 
step  in  eradicating  the  wireworms  from  an  infested  area.  This  may 
be  brought  about  by  omitting  from  the  rotation  such  crops  as  would 
normally  require  summer  cultivation. 

The  supposition  that  an  infestation  of  the  com  and  cotton  wire- 
worm  is  worse  following  cowpeas  seems  to  be  unfounded. 

« 

MANURING. 

The  manuring  of  infested  areas  has  long  been  recommended  as 
the  best  control  measure.  The  theory  was  advanced,  especially  by 
some  farmers,  that  the  manure  turned  under  is  actually  distasteful  to 
the  larvae  and  kills  them  outrigKt.  Although  this  is  not  the  case,  never- 
theless the  turning  under  of  manure  and  cover  crops  has  the  effect 
of  adding  humus  to  the  top  soil ;  and,  as  it  is  known  that  the  larv© 
can  not  long  survive  except  in  sandy  soils,  it  is  well  to  spread  as 
much  manure  as  possible  on  infested  areas  and  to  turn  it  under. 

LAND  RESTING. 

If  it  were  practicable  to  allow  the  infested  fields  to  lie  idle,  or  "  lay 
out,"  as  it  is  termed,  for  a  period  of  three  years,  this  would  no  doubt 
prove  the  most  effective  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  pest,  since  by 
leaving  the  ground  undisturbed  a  crust  would  be  formed  on  the 
surface  through  which  the  majority  of  adult  wireworms  could  not 
emerge.  It  would  also  serve  to  prevent  the  few  emerging  adults,  as 
well  as  those  flying  in  from  other  fields,  from  entering  the  soil  for 
egg  deposition.  However,  this  practice  naturally  will  not  often 
appeal  to  the  farmer. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES. 

(1)  Plant  infested  fields  to  such  crops  as  do  not  require  summer 
cultivation,  such  as  clover,  cowpeas,  soy  beans,  or  grasses. 

(2)  Add  humus  to  the  light  sandy  spots  by  turning  under  manure 
and  cover  crops. 

(3)  If  grain  crops  be  planted,  allow  stubble  to  remain  until  the 
middle  of  August. 

(4)  If  corn  must  be  grown,  plant  early  and  do  everything  possible 
to  hasten  rapid  growth.    Do  not  plant  com  two  years  in  succession. 
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PUBLICATIONS  OF  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RELAT- 
ING TO  INSECTS  INJURIOUS  TO  CEREAL  AND  FORAGE  CROPS. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  FREE  DISTRIBUTION. 

Cotton  Boll  worm,     (Farmers'  Bulletin  290.) 

Common  White  Grubs.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  543.) 

The  Chalcis-fly  In  Alfalfa  Seed.     (Farmers'  BuUetin  636.) 

The  Grasshopper  Problem  and  Alfalfa  Culture.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  637.) 

The  Hessian  Fly.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  640.) 

Alfalfa  Attacked  by  the  Clover-root  Curcullo.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  649.) 

The  Chinch  Bug.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  657.) 

Wlreworms  Destructive  to  Cereal  and  Forage  Crops.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  725.) 

The  True  Army  Worm  and  its  Control.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  731.) 

The  Hessian  Fly  Situation  in  1915.     (Office  of  Secretary  Circular  51.) 

The  Spring  Grain  Aphis  or  "  Green  Bug  "  in  the  Southwest  and  the  Possibilities 

of  an  Outbreak  in  1916.     (Olfice  of  the  Secretary  Circular w55.) 
Southern  Corn  Rootworm,  or  Budworm.     (I>epartment  Bulletin  5.) 
Western  CJorn   Rootworm.     (Department  Bulletin  8.) 
The  Oat  Aphis.     (Department  Bulletin  112.) 
The  Alfalfa  Caterpillar.     (Department  Bulletin  124.) 
Clover  Mite.     (Entomology  Circular  158.) 
Clover-root  Curcullo.     (Entomology  Bulletin  85,  pt.  III.) 
Maize  Billbug.     (Entomology  Bulletin  95,  ft  II.) 

FOR  SABE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUHENTS. 

The  Larger  Corn  Stalk-borer.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  634.)     Price,  5  cents. 

The  Southern  Corn  Leaf-Beetle.     (Department  Bulletin  221.)     Price,  5  cents. 

The  Sharp-headed  Grain  Leaf  hopper.     (Department  Bulletin  254.)     Price,  5 

cents. 
The  Pea  Aphis  with  Relation  to  Forage  Crops.     (Department  Bulletin  276.) 

Price,  15  cents. 
Joint- worm.     (Entomology  Circular  66.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Some  Insects  Affecting  Production  of  Reil  Clover  Seed.    (Entomology  Circular 

69.)     Price.  5  cents. 
Wheat  Strawworm.     (Entomology  Circular  106.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Western  Grass-stem  Sawlly.     (Entomology  Circular  117.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Clover  Root-borer.     (Entomology  Circular  119.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Alfalfa  Gall  Midge.     (Entomology  Circular  147.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Lesser  Clover-leaf  Weevil.     (Entomologj^  Bulletin  85,  pt  I.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Sorghum  Midge.     (Entomology  Bulletin  85,  pt  IV.)     Price,  10  cents. 
New  Mexico  Range  Caterpillar.     (Entomology  Bulletin  85,  pt.  V.)    Price,  10 

cents. 
Contributions  to  Knowledge  of  Corn  Root-aphis.     (Entomology  Bulletin  85,  pt. 

VI.)     Price,  5  cents. 
So-called  "Curlew  Bug."     (Entomology  Bulletin  95,  pt  IV.)     Price,  10  cents. 
False   Wlreworms   of   Pacific   Northwest.     (Entomology    Bulletin   95,    pt    V.) 

Price,  5  cents. 
Alfalfa  Looper.     (Entomology  Bulletin  95,  pt.  V^II.)     Price,  5  cents. 
Leafhoppers  Affecting  Cereals,  Grasses,  and  Forage  Crops.     (Entomology  Bul- 
letin 108.)     Price,  20  cents. 
Spring  Grain-aphis  or  Green  Bug.     (Entomology  Bulletin  110.)    Price,  25  cents. 
Preliminary  Report  on  Alfalfa  Weevil.     (Entomology  Bulletin  112.)    Price,  15 

cents. 
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FLYTRAPS  AND  THEIR  OPERATION. 

By  F.  C.  BiSHOPP,  Entomoloffical  Assistant. 
INTRODUCTION. 

Flytraps  have  a  distinct  place  in  the  control  of  the  house  fly  and 
other  noxious  fly  species.  There  is  a  general  tendency,  however,  for 
those  engaged  in  combating  flies  to  put  too  much  dependence  on  the 
flytrap  as  a  method  of  abating  the  nuisance.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  flytrapping  is  only  supplementary  to  other  methods  of 
control,  most  notable  of  which  is  the  prevention  of  breeding  either  by 
completely  disposing  of  breeding  places  or  by  treating  the  breeding 
material  with  chemicals.^ 

It  may  be  said  that  there  are  two  main  ways  in  which  flytraps  are 
valuable :  (1)  Catching  flies  which  come  to  clean  premises  from  other 
places  which  are  insanitary  and  (2)  capturing  those  flies  which  in- 
variably escape  in  greater  or  less  numbers  the  other  means  of  destruc- 
tion which  may  be  practiced.  Furthermore,  the  number  of  flies 
caught  in  traps  serves  as  an  index  of  the  effectiveness  of  campaigns 
against  breeding  places. 

1  Resnlts  obtained  in  experiments  with  the  use  of  chemicals  against  fly  larrte  in  manure 
are  presented  in  Bulletins  Nos.  118  and  245  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  biology 
of  the  house  fly  and  the  yarious  methods  of  control  are  discussed  In  Farmers'  Bulletin  679. 

Note. — ^Thla  bulletin  is  intended  to  gXre  directions  for  the  use  of  a  supplementary  means 
of  controlling  flies ;  it  is  adapted  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
38402  •—Bull.  734—16 
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Fly  trapping  should  begin  early  in  spring  if  it  is  to  be  of  greatest 
value.  Although  comparatively  few  flies  are  caught  in  the  early 
spring,  their  destruction  means  the  prerentwn  of  the  development 
of  myriads  of  flea  hy  Tnidsummer, 

KINDS  OF  FLIES  CAUGHT. 

The  various  species  of  flies  which  are  commonly  annoying  about 
habitations  or  where  foodstuffs  are  being  prepared  may  be  divided 

£  roughly     into     two 

?  \         /  classes:     (1)     Those 

Q      which  breed  in  animal 
matter,     consisting 

^B  mainly  of  the  so-called 

"blowflies";  and  (l>) 
those  which  breed  in 
vegetable  as  well  as  in 
animal  matter.  In  the 
latter  group  the  house 
M^  ''^  *  fly  is  by  far  the  most 

^^L  important.  The  stable 
fly  is  strictly  a  vege- 
-•l^  table  breeder,  as  are 
also  certain  other  si>e- 
cies  which  occasionally 
come  into  houses  and 
may  in  rare  cases  con- 
taminate foodstuffs. 
The  stable  fly,  which 
breeds  in  manure  or 
j^^  ^^  decaying     vegetable 

Fio.  1.— Conltal  hoop  flytrap  ;  side  viiw.     A,  Hoops  form-  matter,    and    the    horn 

ln>;  framo  at  bottom.     B,  Hoops  forming  frame  at  top.  ^y       which     breeds      in 

t'.  Top  of  trap  made  of  barrel  head.     D,  Strips  around  '  '                                 i  i       j 

door.     E,  Door  frame.     F,  Screen  on  door.     G,  Buttons  COW  manure,  are  blood- 

holding  door.    1/,  Screen  on  outside  of  trap.    /,  Strips  on  suckin^  SPCcieS      and 

side  of  trap  between  hoops.    J,  Tips  of  these  strips  pro-  .    ^                   ,      ' 

jectlng  to  form  legs.    K,  Cone.    L,  United  edges  of  screen  Can  be  CaUgllt  lU  Ordl- 

forming  cono.     3/,  Aperture  at  apex  of  cone.     (Author's  ji^^py    flytrapS    in    COm- 

lllustration.)  ..       ,                „ 

paratively  small  num- 
bers only.  The  kind  of  flies  caught  depends  to  a  considerable  extent 
on  the  material  used  for  bait.  In  general  the  house  fly  and  other 
species  which  breed  in  vegetable  matter  are  attracted  to  vegetable 
substances,  while  the  blowflies  will  come  most  readily  to  animal 
matter.  This  rule,  of  course,  is  not  absolute,  as  flies  are  less  restricted 
in  feeding  than  in  breeding  habits,  and,  as  is  well  known,  the  house 
fly  is  attracted  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  to  any  moist  material, 
especially  if  it  has  an  odor. 
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TYPES  OF  TRAPS. 

The  same  general  principle  is  involved  in  nearly  all  flytraps  in  use, 
though  superficially  they  may  appear  quite  different.  The  flies  are 
attracted  into  a  cage,  as  it  were,  by  going  through  a  passage  the 
entrance  of  which  is  large  and  the  exit  small,  so  there  is  little  chance 
of  the  flies,  once  in,  finding  their  way  out  again.  This  principle  is 
modified  to  fit  different  conditions.  For  instance,  the  window  trap, 
devised  by  Prof.  C.  F.  Hodge,  catches  the  flies  as  they  endeavor  to 
enter  or  leave  a  building;  the  garbage-can  trap,  for  which  Prof. 
Hodge  is  also  to  be  credited,  catches  the  flies  that  have  entered  gar- 
bage cans;  and  the  manure-box  trap  retains  the  flies  bred  from  in- 
fected manure  put  into  the  box. 

The  attractant  used  to  induce  flies  to  enter  traps  may  consist  of 
(1)  food,  as  in  baited  traps;  (2)  odors,  as  in  window  traps  placed  in 
windows  from  which  odors  are  emitted;  and  (3)  light,  as  in  traps 
on  manure  boxes.  Of  course  light  is  an  important  factor  in  the  suc- 
cess of  all  traps,  for,  as  is  well  known,  flies  have  a  marked  tendency 
to  go  toward  the  light,  and  they  usually  enter  the  trap  by  flying 
toward  the  light  after  having  been  attracted  beneath  it  by  bait  or 
after  entering  a  room  in  search  of  food. 

CONICAL  TRAPS. 

A  number  of  traps  of  this  general  type  are  on  the  market,  but  most 
of  these  are  of  small  size.  Nearly  all  are  constructed  with  a  dome 
instead  of  a  cone,  and  on  this  account  the  catching  power  is  reduced 
about  one-third.  Moreover,  the  farmer,  dairyman,  or  anyone  with  a 
few  tools  can  construct  traps  at  a  small  fraction  of  the  sale  price  of 
ready-made  ones. 

THE  CONICAL  HOOP  TRAP. 

A  trap  which  appears  from  extensive  tests  made  by  Mr.  E.  W. 
Laake  and  the  author  to  be  best  for  effective  trapping,  durability, 
ease  of  construction  and  repair,  and  cheapness  may  be  made  as  follows : 

The  trap  consists  essentially  of  a  screen  cylinder  with  a  frame 
made  of  barrel  hoops,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  inserted  a  screen 
cone.  The  height  of  the  cylinder  is  24  inches,  the  diameter  18 
inches,  and  the  cone  is  22  inches  high,  and  18  inches  in  diameter  at 
the  base.  Material  necessary  for  this  trap  consists  of  four  new  or 
secondhand  wooden  barrel  hoops,  one  barrel  head,  four  laths,  10  feet 
of  strips  1  to  li  inches  wide  by  one-half  inch  thick  (portions  of  old 
boxes  will  suflice),  61  linear  inches  of  12  or  14  mesh  galvanized  screen- 
ing 24  inches  wide  for  the  sides  of  the  trap  and  41  inches  of  screening 
26  inches  wide  for  the  cone  and  door,  an  ounce  of  carpet  tacks,  and 
two  turn-buttons,  which  may  be  made  of  wood.  The  total  cost  of 
the  material  for  this  trap,  if  all  is  bought  new  at  retail  prices,  is 
about  65  cents.  In  practically  all  cases,  however,  the  barrel  hoops, 
barrel  head,  lath,  and  strips  can  be  obtained  without  expense.     This 
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would  reduce  the  cost  to  that  of  the  wire  and  tacks,  which  would 
be  45  cents.  If  a  larger  number  of  traps  are  constructed  at  one  time 
the  cost  is  considerably  reduced. 

One  of  these  traps  is  illustrated  in  figures  1  and  2.  In  constructing 
the  trap  two  of  the  hoops  are  bent  in  a  circle  (18  inches  in  diameter 
on  the  inside),  and  nailed  together,  the  ends  being  trimmed  to  give 
a  close  fit.  These  form  the  bottom  of  the  frame  (A),  and  the  other 
two,  prepared  in  a  similar  way,  the  top  (B).  The  top  (C)  of  the 
trap  is  made  of  an  ordinary  barrel  head  with  the  bevel  edge  sawed 
off  sufficiently  to  cause  the  head  to  fit  closely  in  the  hoops  and  allow 
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Fig.  2. — Conical  hoop  flytrap ;  top  view.     lyetters  designate  parts  as  In  figure  1.      (.Vuthor'g 

lllustrntion.) 

secure  nailing.  A  square,  10  inches  on  the  side,  is  cut  out  of  the  cen- 
ter of  the  top  to  form  a  door.  The  portions  of  the  top  (barrel  head) 
are  held  together  by  inch  strips  {D)  placed  around  the  opening  one- 
half  inch  from  the  edge  to  form  a  jamb  for  the  door.  The  door  con- 
sists of  a  narrow  frame  (E)  covered  with  screen  (F)  well  fitted  to 
the  trap  and  held  in  place  (not  hinged)  by  buttons  (G).  The  top 
is  then  nailed  in  the  upper  hoops  and  the  sides  (//)  formed  by  closely 
tacking  screen  wire  on  the  outside  of  the  hoops.  Four  laths  (/)  (or 
light  strips)  are  nailed  to  the  hoops  on  the  outside  of  the  trap  to 
act  as  supports  between  the  hoops,  and  the  ends  are  allowed  to  pro- 
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ject  1  inch  at  the  bottom  to  form  legs  (J),  The  cone  (A')  is  cut  from 
the  screen  and  either  sewed  with  fine  w^re  or  soldered  where  the 
edges  meet  at  (Z).  The  apex  of  the  cone  is  then  cut  off  to  give  an 
aperture  {M)  1  inch  in  aiameter.  It  is  then  inserted  in  the  trap 
and  closely  tacked  to  the  hoop  around  the  base. 

The  construction  of  a  cone  of  any  given  height  or  diameter  is 
quite  simple  if  the  following  method  be  observed.  It  is  best  to  cut 
a  pattern  from  a  large  piece  of  heavy  paper,  cardboard,  or  tin. 
Figure  3  illustrates  the  method  of  laying  out  a  cone  of  the  proper 
dimensions  for  the  above  trap.  An  ordinary  square  is  placed  on 
the  material  from  which  the  pattern  is  to  be  cut;  a  distance  (22 
inches)  equal  to  the  height  of  the  cone  is  laid  off  on  one  leg  of  the 
square  at  A,  and  a  distance  (9  inches)  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
diameter  of  the  base  of  the  cone  is  laid  off  on  the  other  leg  at  B, 


Fig.  3. — ^Method  of  laying?  out  a  pattern  for  the  construction  of  a  cone.     Cut  out  on  curped 
Une  C  to  E  and  on  dotted  lines  from  ^  to  C  and  A  to  E,     (Autlior's  illustration.) 

and  a  line  is  drawn  between  the  points  A  and  B.  With  the  distance 
between  these  points  as  a  radius  and  with  the  point  -4  as  a  center, 
the  portion  of  a  circle  C  Z>,  is  drawn.  With  a  pair  of  dividers,  the 
legs  of  which  are  set  1  inch  apart,  or  with  the  square,  lay  off  as  many 
inches  on  the  arc  C  Z>,  starting  at  C,  as  there  are  inches  around  the 
base  of  the  cone,  which  in  this  case  is  about  56|  inches,  reaching 
nearly  to  the  point  E.  Then  add  one-half  inch  for  the  lapping  of 
the  edges  of  the  cone,  and  one-half  inch  which  is  taken  up  when  the 
cone  is  tacked  in,  thus  making  a  total  distance  from  C  to  E  of  57^ 
inches.  Draw  a  line  from  A  to  C  and  another  from  A  to  Ey  and  cut 
out  the  pattern  cm  these  lines  and  on  the  arc  from  C  to  E^  as  shown 
in  figure  3.  The  edges  AC  and  AE  are  then  brought  together,  lapped 
one-half  inch  and  sewed  with  wire  or  soldered.    After  the  aperture 
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of  the  cone  is  formed  by  cutting  off  the  apex,  as  previously  described, 
it  is  ready  for  insertion  in  the  trap. 

In  order  to  figure  the  distance  around  the  base  of  a  cone  of  any 
given  diameter,  multiply  the  diameter  by  3.1416  or  ^. 

The  height  of  the  legs  of  the  trap,  the  height  of  the  cone,  and  the 
size  of  the  aperture  in  the  top  of  the  cone,  each  are  of  importance 
in  securing  the  gi*eatest  efficiency. 

OTHKK    FORMS    OF    CONICAL   TRAPS. 

Conical  traps  with  steel  frames  are  satisfactory,  but  they  are  less 
easily  i^escreened  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  keep  the  lids  closely  fitted. 

These,  of  course,  can 
be  constructed  only 
by  shops  with  con- 
siderable equipment. 
Traps  constructed 
with  a  wooden  disk 
about  the  base  of  the 
cone,  and  a  similar 
disk  around  the  top 
to  serve  as  a  frame, 
or  those  with  a  square 
wooden  frame  at  the 
bottom  and  top  with 
strips  up  the  corners 
are  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that 
the  factor  which  de- 
termines the  number 
of  flies  caught  is  the 
diameter  of  the  base 
of  the  cone,  if  other 
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Fk;.  4. — Tent  flytrap.  Whon  the  trap  is  set  up  the  screen 
hox.  A,  fits  on  the  base,  B,  and  two  pans  of  bait  are 
placed  beneath  the  tent.  (\  Hole  in  screen  at  apex  of 
tent.      (Original.) 


things  are  equal.  Therefore  the  space  taken  up  by  the  wooden 
framework  is  largely  wasted,  and  if  it  is  too  wide  it  will  have  a 
deterrent  effect  on  the  flies  which  come  toward  the  bait.  For  this 
reason  it  is  advisable  that  the  wood  around  the  base  of  the  cone 
should  be  as  narrow  as  consistent  Avith  strength — usually  about  3 
inches. 

Under  no  condition  should  the  sides  or  top  of  the  trap  he  of  solid 
material^  as  the  elimination  of  light  from  the  top  or  sides  has  been 
found  to  decrease  the  catch  from  50  to  75  per  cent. 

TENT  TRAPS. 

The  tent  form  of  trap  has  been  widely  advocated  in  this  country, 
but  recent  experiments  indicate  that  it  is  much  less  efficient  than  the 
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cone  trap,  and  usually  as  difficult  to  construct  and  almost  as  expen- 
sive. The  size  of  these  traps  may  vary  considerably,  but  one  con- 
structed according  to  the  dimensions  given  in  figure  4  will  be  found 
most  convenient.  The  height  of  the  tent  should  be  about  equal  to 
the  width  of  the  base,  and  the  holes  (C)  along  the  apex  of  the  tent 
should  be  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  1 
inch  apart.  The  box  (^1)  should  be  provided  with  hooks  to  pass 
through  eyes  on  the  base  (B),  Small  blocks  1  inch  thick  are  nailed 
beneath  the  comers  of  the  tent  frame  to  serye  as  legs. 

GARBAGE-CAN  TRAPS. 

As  previously  mentioned.  Prof.  Hodge  has  adapted  the  cone  trap 
to  use  on  the  lids  of  garbage  cans.    It  is  not  advisable  to  use  this 
trap  except  where  garbage 
cans  are  sufficiently  open  to 
admit  flies.     In  such  cases 
a  hole  may  be  cut  in  the  lid 
of  the  can  and  one  of  the 
small  balloon  traps  which 
are  obtainable  on  the  mar- 
ket attached  over  the  hole. 
To  make  the  trap  effective 
the  edges  of  this  lid  should 
extend  well  down  over  the 
top   of   the   can.     The   lid 
should  be  held  up  slightly 
so  as  to  allow  the  flies  to 
pass   under,  but  not   high 
enough     to     admit     direct 
light.     Practically     speak- 
ing, the  garbage  forms  the 
bait  for  this  trap,  and  when 
inside  the  can  the  flies  are  attracted  to  the  light  admitted  through 
the  trap.    It  is  really  advisable  to  have  the  garbage  cans  fly  proof, 
so  as  to  prevent  danger  of  fly  breeding  within  them  rather  than  to 
depend  on  traps  on  the  lids,  which  necessarily  allow  odors  to  escape. 
A  garbage  can  with  a  trap  attached  is  illustrated  in  figure  5. 

MANURE-BOX  TRAPS. 

Manure  pits  or  boxes  are  desirable  for  the  temporary  storage  of 
manure,  especially  in  towns  and  cities.  These  have  been  widely 
advocated,  but  the  difficulty  has  been  that  manure  often  becomes 
infested  before  it  is  put  into  them,  and  flies  frequently  breed  out 
before  the  boxes  are  emptied  and  often  escape  through  the  cracks. 
To  obviate  these  difficulties  a  manure  box  or  pit,  with  a  modified 


Fi*i.  r». — Top  of  garbage  can  with  amall  balloon  fly- 
trap attached.     (Orif^ioal.) 
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tent  trap  or  cone  trap  attached,  is  desirable.  Mr.  Arthur  Swaim.  of 
Florida,  has  devised  a  form  of  manure  trap  consisting  of  a  series  of 
screen  tents  with  exit  holes  along  the  ridges  of  these,  over  which  is 
a  screen  box.  The  latter  retains  the  flies  as  they  pass  through  the 
holes  in  the  tents.    The  entire  trap  is  removable. 

In  order  to  retain  the  fertilizing  value  of  manure  to  the  greatest 
extent  it  is  advisable  to  exclude  the  air  from  it  as  much  as  possible 
and  to  protect  it  from  the  leaching  action  of  rains.  This  being  the 
case,  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  covering  a  large  portion  of  the 
top  of  the  box  with  a  trap,  but  merely  to  have  holes  large  enough 
to  attract  flies  to  the  light,  and  cover  these  holes  with  ordinary 
conical  traps,  with  the  legs  cut  off,  so  the  bottom  of  the  trap  will  fit 
closely  to  the  box.  The  same  arrangement  can  be  made  where 
manure  is  kept  in  a  pit.  In  large  bins  two  or  more  holes  covered 
with  traps  should  be  provided  for  the  escaj>e  of  the  flies. 

Manure  boxes  should  be  used  by  all  stock  owners  in  towns  and 
cities,  and  they  are  also  adaptable  to  farms.  The  size  of  the  manure 
bin  should  be  governed  by  the  individual  needs,  but  for  use  on  the 
farm  it  is  desirable  to  make  it  large  enough  to  hold  all  of  the  manure 
produced  during  the  busiest  season  of  the  year.  A  box  14  feet  long, 
10  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep  will  hold  the  manure  produced  by  two 
horses  during  about  five  months.  About  2  cubic  feet  of  box  space 
should  be  allowed  for  each  horse  per  day.  The  bin  should  be  made 
of  concrete  or  heavy  plank.  'WTien  the  latter  is  used  the  cracks  should 
be  battened  to  prevent  the  escape  of  flies.  The  bin  may  have  a  floor 
or  it  may  be  set  in  the  ground  several  inches  and  the  dirt  closely 
banked  around  the  outside.  For  the  admission  of  the  manure  a  good- 
sized  door  should  be  provided  in  either  end  of  a  large  bin.  A  portion 
of  the  top  should  be  made  easily  removable  for  convenience  in  empty- 
ing the  box,  or  one  entire  end  of  the  box  may  be  hinged.  On  account 
of  the  danger  of  the  door  being  left  open  through  carelessness,  it  is 
advisable  to  arrange  a  lift  door  which  can  be  opened  by  placing  the 
foot  on  a  treadle  as  the  manure  is  shoveled  in.  The  door  should  be 
heavy  enough  to  close  automatically  when  the  treadle  is  released.  A 
manure  bin  with  flytrap  attached  is  shown  in  figure  6. 

Attention  is  directed  to  a  maggot  trap  devised  by  Mr.  R.  H. 
Hutchison,  as  described  in  Bulletin  No.  200  of  the  Departoient  of 
Agriculture.  Where  large  quantities  of  manure  are  produced  on  a 
farm  this  method  of  storing  the  manure  on  a  platform  and  trapping 
the  maggots  which  breed  out  may  be  more  convenient  than  the 
manure  bin. 

WINDOW  TRAPS. 

Prof.  C.  F.  Hodge  has  designed  a  trap  which  is  really  a  modified 
tent  trap  adapted  to  use  in  a  window.    This  trap  is  constructed  so 
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as  to  catch  the  flies  as  they  enter  or  leave  through  the  window.  It 
is  adaptable  to  bams  which  are  fairly  free  from  cracks  or  other 
places  where  flies  may  enter.  It  may  also  be  used  on  windows  of 
buildings  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  where  flies  endeavor  to 
enter  through  the  windows  or  escape  after  having  gained  entrance 
through  other  passageways.  All  openings  not  provided  with  traps 
should  be  closely  screened,  and  on  large  buildings  traps  may  be 
installed  in  every  third  window. 
This  trap  is  essentially  a  sci-een  box  closely  fitted  to  the  frame  of 
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Pig.  6, — Use  of  flytrap  in  coiiiM^tlon  with  manure  bin.     A,  Block  of  wood  set  in  K^ound  to 
wbicl)  lever  raising  door  is  hinged.     (Original.) 

a  window  (see  fig.  7).  The  thickness  of  the  box  at  A  should  be  about 
12  inches.  Instead  of  the  screen  running  straight  down  over  the  box 
on  either  side  it  is  folded  inward  nearly  to  the  center  of  the  frame 
in  V-shaped  folds  running  longitudinally  across  the  window.  One, 
two,  or  even  more  folds  may  be  made  in  the  screen  on  either  side. 
The  upper  side  of  the  fold  B  should  extend  toward  the  center  almost 
at  right  angles  with  the  side  of  the  trap,  that  is,  parallel  with  the 
top  and  bottom;  and  the  lower  side  C  should  slant  downward  as 
shown  in  the  drawing.  The  sides  of  the  frame  may  be  cut  out  at 
the  proper  angle  and  the  pieces  D  returned  after  the  screen  has  been 
tacked  along  the  edges.    Along  the  apex  (inner  edge)  of  each  fold  is 
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punched  a  series  of  holes  E  about  one-half  inch  in  diameter  and  1  inch 
apart.  The  apices  of  the  folds  on  either  side  of  the  window  should 
not  be  directly  opposite.  A  narrow  door  F  opening  downward  on 
hinges  should  be  made  on  one  side  of  the  trap  at  the  bottom  for 
removal  of  the  dead  flies.  The  entire  trap  is  fastened  to  the  win- 
dow by  hooks  so  that  it  may  be  readily  taken  off.  An  additional 
trapping  feature  may  be  added  by  providing  a  tent  trap  fitted  in  the 
bottom  of  the  box.  A  narrow  slit  is  left  along  the  base  to  allow  the 
flies  to  enter  beneath  the  tent.  Bait  may  be  placed  under  the  tent  to 
attract  the  flies. 

B 
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Pig.  7. — Uodgc  typo  window  trap.  At  loft,  trap  with  end  removed  to  show  construction: 
nt  right,  cross  section  of  trap  plac<"d  in  a  window.  .4,  End  of  trap.  B,  Uppor  side  of 
folds  In  screen,  f.  Lower  side  of  folds  In  screen.  /),  Portion  of  end  of  trap  sawed  out 
and  returned  after  attathinjr  screen.  K,  Holes  along  apex  of  folds.  ¥,  I)oor  for  remov- 
ing dead  flies.  Q,  Window  sili.  //,  X'pp»r  window  sash.  /,  Inside  entrance  for  flies. 
O,  Outside  entrances.     (Author's  illustration.) 

It  has  been  found  that  the  use  of  these  window  traps  will  aid 
in  protecting  animals  in  barns  from  stable  flies  and  mosquitoes,  and 
in  some  cases  horseflies  and  other  noxious  species  are  caught. 

BAITS  FOR  TRAPS. 

The  question' of  selecting  the  best  bait  for  flies  is  an  important 
one.  As  has  been  indicated,  the  kind  of  bait  used  should  be  gov- 
erned  by  the  species  of  flies  which  it  is  desired  to  destroy.  For  the 
most  part  it  is  the  house  fly  which  it  is  desired  to  catch,  and  for 
this  insect  waste  beer  is  preeminently  the  best  bait.     Tn  some  cases 
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it  can  be  procured  without  charge  and  in  others  it  is  sold  at  from 
5  to  10  cents  per  gallon.  On  dairy  farms,  probably  milk  is  the  next 
best  bait,  considering  its  convenience.  The  tests  indicate  that  milk 
is  not  more  than  one-third  as  effective  as  beer  and  rather  less  so  than 
a  mixture  of  cheap  molasses  and  water.  This  mixture  is  prepared 
by  adding  3  parts  of  water  to  1  part  of  "  black-strap  "  molasses  and 
allowing  it  to  ferment  for  a  day  or  two.  All  baits,  milk,  beer,  etc., 
are  much  more  attractive  during  active  fermentation.  Sirup  made 
by  dissolving  1  part  of  ordinary  brown  sugar  in  4  parts  of  water 
and  allowing  the  mixture  to  stand  a  day  or  two  to  induce  fermen- 
tation is  almost  equal  to  the  molasses  and  w^ater  as  a  fly  bait.  If 
it  is  desirable  to  use  the  sirup  immediately  after  making  it,  a  small 
amount  of  vinegar  should  be  added.  Honey  bees  are  sometimes 
caught  in  large  numbers  at  this  bait.  When  this  happens  some  of 
the  other  baits  recommended  should  be  used.  In  the  experiments  it 
was  found  possible  to  secure  catches  equal  to  those  obtained  by  using 
stale  beer  through  the  employment  of  homemade  malt  extract;  this 
Ls  slightly  troublesome  to  make  and  therefore  does  not  recommend 
itself  for  general  use  except  in  towns  and  cities  where  flytraps  are 
being  operated  by  individuals  who  give  much  time  to  this  work. 
This  extract  is  prepared  by  using  1  gallon  of  w^ater  to  2  pounds  of 
ground  malt.  The  latter  may  be  purchased  at  about  $1  per  bushel 
and  ground  in  a  coffee  mill.  The  water  is  heated  to  135°  F.,  the 
malt  added,  and  then  during  a  period  of  45  minutes  the  temperature 
is  gradually  raised  to  160°  F.  The  extract  is  then  strained  off  the 
grain,  cooled,  and  is  ready  for  use. 

With  the  baits  before  mentioned  comparatively  few  blowflies  will 
be  caught.  For  use  about  slaughterhouses,  butcher  shops,  and  other 
places  w^here  blowflies  are  troublesome,  it  has  been  determined  that 
the  mucous  membrane  from  the  lining  of  the  intestines  of  hogs  is 
without  equal  as  a  bait.  This  material,  which  is  commonly  spoken 
of  as  "  gut  slime,"  can  be  obtained  from  packing  houses  where 
sausage  casings  are  prepared.  The  offensive  odor  of  this  bait  renders 
its  use  undesirable  near  materials  intended  for  human  consumption. 
Another  packing-house  product  known  as  blood  tankage  is  a  good  fly 
bait  when  used  with  beer.  This  combination  results  in  the  capture 
of  a  large  percentage  of  house  flies.  Still  better  results  are  obtain- 
able by  using  "  gut  slime  "  in  combination  with  beer.  Wliere  these 
materials  are  not  obtainable  fairly  good  catches  w  ill  result  from  the 
use  of  fish  scraps  or  meat  scraps.  With  any  of  these  baits  the  catches 
will  be  found  not  to  be  entirely  meat-infesting  flies,  as  actual  counts 
have  shown  that  the  precentage  of  house  flies  in  traps  over  such  baits 
ranges  from  45  to  75. 

Overrij>e  or  fermentin<r  fruit,  such  as  bananas,  crushed  and  placed 
in  the  bait  pans  sometimes  gives  satisfactory  results.     A  combina- 
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tion  of  overripe  bananas  with  milk  is  much  more  attractive  than 
either  one  used  separately.  A  considerable  number  of  blow-flies 
as  well  as  house  flies  are  attracted  to  such  baits. 

BAIT  CONTAINERS. 

The  size  of  the  bait  container  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  trap 
is  a  very  important  consideration.  It  has  been  found  that  a  small 
pan  or  deep  pan  of  bait  set  in  the  center  under  a  trap  will  catch 
only  a  small  fraction  of  the  number  of  flies  secured  by  using  larger, 
shallow  containers.  The  best  and  most  convenient  pan  for  baits  is 
a  shallow  circular  tin,  such  as  the  cover  of  a  lard  bucket.  Its  diam- 
eter should  be  about  4  inches  less  than  that  of  the  base  of  the  trap, 
thus  bringing  the  edge  within  2  inches  of  the  outsi^de  edge  of  the 
trap.  The  catch  can  be  increased  slightly  by  placing  a  piece  of 
sponge  or  a  few  chips  in  the  center  of  the  bait  pan  to  provide  addi- 
tional surface  upon  which  the  flies  may  alight.  The  same  kind  of 
pans  for  bait  may  be  used  under  tent  traps.  Two  or  more  pans 
should  be  used,  according  to  the  length  of  the  trap. 

CARE  AND  LOCATION  OF  TRAPS. 

In  many  cases  fly  trapping  has  been  rendered  ineffectual  by  the 
fact  that  the  traps  were  not  properly  cared  for.  In  setting  traps 
a  location  should  be  chosen  where  flies  naturally  congregate.  This 
is  usually  on  the  sunny  side  of  a  building  out  of  the  wind.  It  is 
exceedingly  important  that  the  bait  containers  be  kept  well  filled. 
This  usually  requires  attention  every  other  day.  The  bait  pans 
should  be  washed  out  at  rather  frequent  intervals.  This  gives  a 
larger  catch  and  avoids  the  danger  of  flies  breeding  in  the  material 
used  for  bait.  Further,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  traps  can 
not  be  operated  successfully  throughout  the  season  without  emptying 
them.  Where  flies  are  abundant  and  the  bait  pans  are  properly 
attended  to  the  traps  should  be  emptied  at  weekly  intervals.  Where 
flies  become  piled  high  against  the  side  of  the  cone  the  catching 
power  of  the  trap  is  considerably  reduced.  The  destruction  of  the 
flies  is  best  accomplished  by  immersing  the  trap  in  hot  water,  or  still 
better,  where  a  tight  barrel  is  at  hand  place  a  few  live  coals  in  a 
pan  on  the  ground,  scatter  two  tablespoonfuls  of  sulphur  over  them, 
place  the  trap  over  the  coals,  and  turn  the  barrel  over  the  trap. 
All  of  the  flies  will  be  rendered  motionless  in  about  five  minutes. 
They  may  then  be  killed  by  using  hot  water,  throwing  them  into 
a  fire,  or  burying  them. 

STICKY  FLY  PAPERS. 

Sticky  fly  papers  are  of  some  value  in  destroying  flies  which  have 
gained  access  to  houses,  but  they  have  marked  limitations  and  num- 
erous objectionable  features.  For  use  out  of  doors,  traps  are  much 
more  effective  and  economicaL 
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Dr.  Cruiubine,  of  the  Kansas  State  Board  of  Health,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing method  for  preparing  fly  paper : 

"Take  2  pounds  of  rosin  and  1  pint  of  castor  oil,  heat  together 
until  it  looks  like  molasses.  Take  an  ordinary  paint  brush  and 
smear  while  hot  on  any  kind  of  paper — an  old  newspaper  is  good — 
and  place  several  about  the  room.  A  dozen  of  these  may  be  made 
at  a  cost  of  1  cent." 

POISONED  BAITS. 

The  question  of  destruction  of  flies  with  poisons  is  somewhat  out 
of  place  here,  but  the  close  relationship  of  poisoned  baits  to  trap- 
ping warrants  a  brief  statement. 

Probably  the  best  poisoned  bait  for  house  flies  is  formaldehyde  in 
milk  used  at  the  rate  of  about  two  tablespoonfuls  of  formaldehyde 
to  a  pint  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  milk  and  water.  This  is 
placed  in  flat  dishes  in  places  frequented  by  flies.  A  piece  of  bread 
or  a  sp<mge  in  the  dish  adds  to  the  effectiveness.  Stale  beer  or 
molasses  and  water  with  8  per  cent  formaldehyde  added  will  prob- 
ably also  give  satisfactory  results.  As  far  as  possible  other  liquids 
should  be  removed  when  poisoned  baits  are  exposed. 

CAUTION. 

It  shonld  be  borne  in  mind  that  formaldehyde,  46  per  cent,  is  poison  about 
in  the  same  proportion  as  wood  alcohol,  if  taken  internally.  It  should  not  be 
inhaled,  nor  should  the  eyes  be  unduly  exposed  to  it.  Special  pains  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  children  from  drinking  poisoned  baits  and  to  prevent  the 
poisoned  flies  from  dropping  into  foods  or  drinks. 
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"DOTH  THE  HOUSE  FLY  AND  BLOWFLIES  may 
^^  be  captured  in  traps.  The  character  of  the 
bait  used  and  the  location  of  the  traps  greatly  influ- 
ence the  kind  of  flies  caught.  This  bulletin  tells  how 
to  make  the  flytraps  that  have  been  found  most 
eff'ective,  where  to  put  them,  and  how  to  bait  and 
care  for  them. 

Flytrapping,  of  course,  afi'ords  only  partial  relief. 
The  logical  method  of  fly  control  is  to  prevent  the 
multiplication  of  these  pests  by  proper  disposal  of 
or  treatment  of  their  breeding  places.  The  reader 
is  therefore  referred  to  Farmers*  Bulletin  1408  for 
further  information  on  house-fly  control,  to  Farmers* 
Bulletin  1097  for  various  methods  of  combating  the 
stable  fly,  and  to  Farmers*  Bulletin  857  for  additional 
measures  to  be  used  against  the  screwworm  fly  and 
certain  other  blo^^'flies  injurious  to  livestock. 


iMiied  JmM  It.  191C 
Washington,  D.  C.  Slightly  rerised  Bfarch  19S7 
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USES  AND  LIMITATIONS  OF  FLYTRAPS 

FLYTRAPS  have  a  distinct  place  in  the  control  of  the  house  fly 
and  other  noxious  fly  species.  There  is  a  general  tendency,  how- 
ever, for  those  engaged  in  combating  flies  to  put  too  much  dependence 
on  tne  flytrap  as  a  method  of  abating  the  nuisance.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  flytrapping  is  only  supplementary  to  other 
methods  of  control,  most  notaole  of  which  is  the  prevention  of  breed- 
ing either  by  completely  disposing  of  breeding  places  or  by  treating 
the  breeding  material  with  chemicals. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  are  two  main  ways  in  which  flytraps  are 
valuable:  (1)  Bj  catching  flies  which  come  to  clean  premises  from 
other  places  which  are  insanitary  and  (2)  by  capturing  those  flies 
which  mvariably  escape  in  greater  or  less  numbers  the  other  means  of 
destruction  which  may  be  practiced.  Furthermore,  the  number  of 
flies  caught  in  traps  serves  as  an  index  of  the  effectiveness  of  cam- 
paigns against  breeding  places. 

Flytrapping  should  begin  early  in  the  spring  if  it  is  to  he  of 
greatest  value.  Although  comparatively  few  flies  are  caught  in  the 
early  spring,  their  destruction  means  the  prevention  of  the  develop- 
ment of  myriads  of  flies  by  midsummer. 

KINDS  OF  FLIES  CAUGHT 

The  various  species  of  flies  which  are  commonly  annoying  about 
habitations  or  where  foodstuffs  are  being  prepared  may  be  divided 
roughly  into  two  classes:  (1)  Those  which  breed  in  animal  matter, 
consistmg  mainly  of  the  so  called  blowflies,  including  the  screw- 
worm  fly;^  and  (2)  those  which  breed  in  vegetable  as  well  as  in 
animal  matter.  In  the  latter  group  the  house  fly  ^  is  by  far  the  most 
important.  The  stable  fly  is  strictly  a  vegetable  breeder,  as  are  also 
certain  other  species  which  occasionally  come  into  houses  and  in  rare 
cases  may  contaminate  foodstuffs.    The  stable  fly,^  which  breeds  in 


^CocMiomyia  macellaria  Fab. 
97974»— 28 


*Mu9ca  domestica  L. 


*  Stomowys  calcitrant  L. 
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horse  manure  or  decaying  vegetable  matter,  and  the  horn  fly,*  which 
breeds  in  cow  manure,  are  blood-sucking  species,  and  can  be  caught  in 
ordinary  flytraps  in  comparatively  small  numbers  only.  The  kind 
of  flies  caught  depends  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  material  used 
for  bait.  In  general,  the  house  fly  and  other  species  which  breed  in 
vegetable  matter  are  attracted  to  vegetable  substances,  while  the 
.  blowflies  will  come  most  readily  to  animal  matter.  This  rule,  of 
course,  is  not  absolute,  as  flies  are  less  restricted  in  feeding  than  in 
breeding  habits,  and,  as  is  well  known,  the  house  fly  is  attracted  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  to  any  moist  material,  especially  if  it  has  an 
odor. 

TYPES  OF  TRAPS 

The  same  general  principle  is  involved  in  nearly  all  flytraps  in  use, 
though  superficially  they  may  appear  quite  different.  The  flies  are 
attracted  mto  a  cage,  as  it  were,  by  going  through  a  passage  the 
entrance  of  which  is  large  and  the  exit  small,  so  ttiat  there  is  little 
chance  of  the  flies,  once  m,  finding  their  way  out  again.  This  prin- 
ciple is  modified  to  fit  different  conditions.  For  instance,  the  win- 
dow trap,  devised  by  C.  F.  HodgeJ  catches  the  flies  asr  they  endeavor 
to  enter  or  leave  a  Ibuilding ;  the  garbage-can  trap,  for  which  Pro- 
fessor Hodge  is  also  to  be  credited,  catches  the  flies  that  have  entered 
garbage  cans;  and  the  manure-box  trap  retains  the  flies  bred  from 
mfested  manure  put  into  the  box  or  pit. 

The  attractant  used  to  induce  flies  to  enter  traps  may  consist  of 
(1)  food,  as  in  baited  traps;  (2)  odors,  as  in  window  traps  placed  in 
windows  from  which  o^ors  are  emitted;  and  (3)  light,  as  in  traps 
on  manure  boxes.  Of  course,  light  is  an  important  factor  in  the  suc- 
cess of  all  traps,  for,  as  is  well  known,  flies  have  a  marked  tendency 
to  go  toward  the  light,  and  they  usually  enter  the  trap  by  flying 
toward  the  light  after  having  been  attracted  beneath  it  by  bait  or 
after  entering  a  room  in  search  of  food. 

CONICAL  TRAPS 

A  number  of  traps  of  this  general  type  are  on  the  market,  but  most 
of  these  are  of  small  size.  Nearly  all  are  constructed  with  a  dome 
instead  of  a  cone,  and  on  this  account  the  catching  power  is  reduced 
about  one-  third.  Moreover,  the  farmer,  dairyman,  or  anyone  with  a 
few  tools  can  construct  traps  at  a  small  fraction  or  the  sale  price  of 
ready-made  ones. 

There  are  now  being  made  by  certain  firms  in  the  Southwest  traps 
of  the  dimensions  and  with  the  desirable  features  discussed  in  the 
following  pages.  These  traps  are  all  metal  and  some  are  built  so 
that  they  can  be  taken  apart  for  shipment. 

THE  CONICAL  HOOP  TRAP 

A  trap  which  appears  from  extensive  tests  made  by  E.  W.  Laake 
and  the  writer  to  be  best  for  effective  trapping,  durability,  ease  of 
construction  and  repair,  and  cheapness  may  be  made  as  follows: 


^Haematohia  irHtang  L. 
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The  trap  consists  essentially  of  a  screen  cylinder  with  a  frame 
made  of  barrel  hoops,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  inserted  a  screen 
cone.  The  height  oi  the  cylinder  is  24  inches,  the  diameter  18  inches, 
and  the  cone  is  22  inches  high,  and  18  inches  in  diameter  at  the 
base.  Material  necessary  for  this  trap  consists  of  four  new  or  sec- 
ondhand wooden  barrel  hoops,  one  barrel  head,  four  laths,  10  feet 
of  strips  1  to  11/4  inches  wide  bjr  one-half  inch  thick  (portions  of 
old  boxes  will  suffice),  61  linear  mches  of  12  or  14  mesh  galvanized 
screening  24  inches  wide  for  the  sides  of  the  trap  and  41  inches  of 
screening  26  inches  wide  for  the  cone  and  door,  an  ounce  of  carpet 
backs,  and  two  turn- 
buttons,  which  may  G  F  /^ 
be  made  of  wood. 
The  total  cost  of  the 
material  for  this  trap, 
if  all  is  boug:ht  new 
at  retail  prices  is 
about  $1.  In  practi- 
cally all  cases,  how- 
ever, the  barrel  hoops, 
barrel  head,  lath,  and 
strips  can  be  obtained 
without  expense. 
This  would  reduce 
the  cost  to  that  of 
the  wire  and  tacks, 
which  would  be  about 
80  cents.  If  a  larger 
number  of  traps  are 
constructed  at  one 
time,  the  cost  is. con- 
siderably  reduced. 

One  of  these  traps 
is  illustrated  in  Fig- 
ures 1  and  2.  In  con- 
structing the  trap 
two  of  the  hoops  are 
bent  in  a  circle  (18 
inches  in  diameter  on 
the  inside),  and  nailed 
toother,  the  ends 
bemg  trimmed  to 
give  a  close  fit. 
These  form  the  bottom  of  the   frame 
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FIO.  1. — Conical  hoop  flytrap,  side  view.  A,  hoope  forming 
frame  at  bottom ;  B,  hoopg  forming  frame  at  top ; 
C,  top  of  trap  made  of  barrel  head ;  D,  strips  around 
door ;  E,  door  frame ;  F,  screen  on  door ;  G,  buttons 
holding  door ;  H,  screen  on  outside  of  trap ;  I,  strips 
on  side  of  trap  between  hoops;  J,  tips  of  these  strips 
projecting  to  form  legs;  K.  cone;  L,  united  edges  of 
screen  forming  cone ;  M,  aperture  at  apex  of  cone 


(A^,  and  the  other  two, 
prepared  in  a  similar  way.  the  top  (B).  The  top  (C)  of  the  trap 
is  made  of  an  ordinary  oarrel  head  with  the  oevel  edge  sawed 
off  sufficiently  to  cause  the  head  to  fit  closely  in  the  hoops  and 
allow  secure  nailing.  A  square,  10  inches  on  the  side,  is  cut  out  of 
the  center  of  the  top  to  form  a  door.  The  portions  of  the  top  (bar- 
rel head)  are  held  together  by  inch  strips  (D)  placed  around  the 
opening  one-half  inch  from  the  edge  to  form  a  jamb  for  the  door. 
Tne  door  consists  of  a  narrow  frame  (E)  covered  with  screen  (F) 
well  fitted  to  tlie  trap  and  held  in  place  (not  hinged)  by  buttons  (G). 
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The  top  is  then  nailed  in  the  upper  hoops  and  the  sides  (H)  formed 
by  closely  taclpng  screen  wire  on  the  outside  of  the  hoops.  Four 
laths  (I)  (or  light  strips)  are  nailed  to  the  hoops  on  the  outside  of 
the  trap  to  act  as  supports  between  the  hoops,  and  the  ends  are 
allowed  to  project  1  inch  at  the  bottom  to  form  legs  (J).  The  legs 
are  made  to  project  4V^  inches  when  the  traps  are  to  be  used  with 
bait  pans  4  mches  deep  in  trapping  screw-worm  flies.  The  cone 
(K)  is  cut  from  the  screen  and  either  sewed  with  fine  wire  or  soldered 
where  the  edges  meet  at  (L),  or  a  narrow  lath  may  be  nailed  along 
these  edges.    The  apex  of  the  cone  is  then  cut  oflf  to  give  an  aperture 


) 

-c 


Pio.  2. — Conical  hoop  flytrap^  top  view.    Letters  designate  parts  as  in  Figure  1 

(M)  1  inch  in  diameter.    It  is  then  inserted  in  the  trap  and  closely 
tacked  to  the  hoop  around  the  base. 

The  construction  of  a  cone  of  any  given  height  or  diameter  is 
quite  simple  if  the  following  method  be  observeoT  It  is  best  to  cut 
a  pattern  from  a  large  piece  of  heavy  paper,  cardboard,  or  tin. 
Figure  3  illustrates  the  method  of  laying  out  a  cone  of  the  proper 
dimensions  for  the  above  trap.  An  ordinary  square  is  placed  on 
the  material  from  which  the  pattern  is  to  be  cut;  a  distance  (22 
inches)  equal  to  the  height  of  the  cone  is  laid  oflf  on  one  leg  of  the 
square  at  A,  and  a  distance  (9  inches)  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
diameter  of  the  base  of  the  cone  is  laid  off  on  the  other  leg  at  B, 
and  a  line  is  drawn  between  the  points  A  and  B.     With  the  distance 
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between  these  points  as  a  radius  and  with-  the  point  A  as  a  center, 
the  portion  of  a  circle,  CD,  is  drawn.  With  a  pair  of  dividers,  the 
legs  of  which  are  set  1  inch  apart,  or  with  the  square,  lay  oflf  as  many 
inches  on  the  arc  CD,  starting  at  C,  as  there  are  inches  around  the 
base  of  the  cone,  .which  in  this  case  is  about  661/^  inches,  reaching 
nearly  to  the  point  E.  Then  add  one-half  inch  for  the  lapping  or 
the  edges  of  the  cone,  and  one-half  inch  which  is  taken  up  when  the 
cone  is  tacked  in,  thus  making  a  total  distance  from  C  to  £  of  57^^ 
inches.  Draw  a  line  from  A  to  C  and  another  from  A  to  E,  and  cut 
out  the  pattern  on  these  lines  and  on  the  arc  from  C  to  E,  as  shown 
in  Figure  8.  The  edges  AC  and  AE  are  then  brought  together, 
lapped  one-half  inch^  and  sewed  with  wire  or  soldered.  After  the 
aperture  of  the  cone  is  formed  by  cutting  off  the  apex,  as  previously 
described,  it  is  ready  for  insertion  in  the  trap. 


PiQ.  3. — ^Method  of  laying  out  a  pattern  for  the  construction  of  a  cone.     Cut  out  on 
curved  line  from  C  to  E  and  on  dotted  lineu  from  A  to  C  and  A  to  B 

In  order  to  figure  the  distance  around  the  base  of  a  cone  of  any 
given  diameter,  multiply  the  diameter  by  3.1416  or  8|. 

The  height  of  the  legs  of  the  trap,  the  height  of  the  cone,  and  the 
size  of  the  aperture  in  the  top  of  tne  cone,  each  is  of  importance  in 
securing  the  greatest  efficiency. 

OTHER  FORMS  OP  CONICAL  TRAPS 

A  modification  of  the  previously  described  trap  has  been  made  by 
D.  C.  Parman  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology.  The  principal  point 
of  advantage  in  this  type  is  that  it  can  be  made  more  quickly  and 
with  fewer  tools.  The  principles  and  dimensions  are  the  same,  the 
most  striking  difference  being  the  absence  of  a  wooden  top.  A 
single  hoop  with  the  thick  edge  down  forms  the  upper  frame  of 
the  cylinder  and  the  entire  top  is  made  of  screen.  A  circular  piece 
of  screen  with  a  diameter  about  8  inches  greater  than  the  diameter 
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of  the  cylinder  is  cut;  a  hoop  with  a  diameter  e<iual  to  the  inside 
of  the  top  of  the  trap  is  then  made  of  heavy  wire  and  laid  upon 
the  disk  of  screen  and  the  edges  of  the  screen  bent  in  over  it. 
By  folding  in  and  crimping  the  edges  of  the  wire  over  the  wire 
hoop  it  wiU  remain  in  position  without  difficulty  and  the  edges  of  the 
screen  disk  are  used  to  lift  the  top  of  the  trap  out  for  emptying  flies. 
It  is  important  to  have  the  screen  top  "fit  the  inside  of  the  cylinder 
very  snugly  at  all  points.  If  there  is  any  ^ace  left  where  mes  can 
escape  it  is  a  good  plan  to  bind  the  edge  of  the  top  with  a  strip  of 
burlap.  This  not  omy  helps  to  close  the  openings  but  keeps  the  hoop 
in  place  and  aids  in  removing  the  top.  Another  difference  is  that  the 
screen  forming  the  sides  of  the  cylinder  is  placed  on  the  inside  of  the 
hoops  and  legs,  the  frame  being  built  first  and  then  the  cylinder 
formed  by  tacking  the  wire  on  the  inside  of  the  hoops  and  nauing  in 
along  the  upright  strips  and  against  the  wire  short  pieces  of  laths 
with  their  upper  ends  against  the  lower  edge  of  the  hoop  forming 
the  top  of  the  trap  and  extending  downward  along  the  legs  about  two- 
thirds  of  their  length.  These  strips  hold  the  wire  in  place  and  give 
rigidity  to  the  trap,  and  they  are  thick  enough  to  project  beyond  the 
inner  surface  of  the  hoop  and  form  a  support  upon  which  the  edges 
of  the  screen  top  rest. 

Conical  traps  with  galvanized-iron  frames  are  satisfactory,  but 
they  are  less  easilv  rescreened.  These,  of  course,  can  be  constructed 
only  by  shops  with  considerable  equipment.  Traps  constructed  with 
a  wooden  disk  about  the  base  of  the  cone,  and  a  similar  disk  around 
the  top  to  serve  as  a  frame,  or  those  with  a  square  wooden  frame  at 
the  bottom  and  top,  with  strips  up  the  comers,  are  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  factor  which 
determines  the  number  of  flies  caught  is  the  diameter  of  the  base  of 
the  cone,  if  other  things  are  equal.  Therefore,  the  space  taken  up  by 
the  wooden  framework  is  largely  wasted,  and  if  it  is  too  wide  it  will 
have  a  deterrent  effect  on  the  flies  which  come  toward  the  bait.  For 
this  reason  it  is  advisable  that  the  wood  around  the  base  of  the  cone 
should  be  as  narrow  as  consistent  with  strength — ^usually  about  8 
inches. 

Under  no  condition  should  the  sides  or  top  of  the  trap  be  of  solid 
material,  as  the  elimination  of  light  from  tne  top  or  sides  has  been 
found  to  decrease  the  catch  from  50  to  75  per  cent. 

ALL-METAL  FLYTRAP 

Where  large  numbers  of  traps  are  to  be  constructed,  and  especially 
if  they  are  to  be  used  for  trapping  screw- worm  flies  on  the  range,  it  is 
desirable  to  make  them  with  metal  rather  than  wooden  frames.  Traps 
with  galvanized-iron  frames  are  now  being  used  extensively  on 
ranches  in  central  and  western  Texas  in  combating  the  screw-worm 
fly.  Mechanics  ma^  wish  to  vary  details  of  construction  from  those 
given  in  the  specifications,  but  the  dimensions  and  general  features 
of  the  trap  should  not  be  altered.  The  cost  of  the  metid-framed  traps 
varies  from  about  $3.50  to  $5  each  according  to  the  number  ordered, 
the  workmanship,  and  the  kind  of  materials  used.  For  the  guidance 
of  those  who  desire  such  traps  the  following  directions,  together  witii 
a  working  drawing  (fig.  4),  are  given: 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Dimensian^^As  per  working  drawing. 

Wire — 14-mesh  galvanized  or  preferably  copper  screen  wire. 

Cylinder — ^Wire  gauze,  to  be  soldered  completely  around  inside  of  top  ring 
and  at  intervals  of  2  inches  or  less  in  groove  of  bottom  ring.  Vertical  seam  to 
be  soldered  entire  and  placed  behind  one  leg.  Where  shipment  of  traps  is  not 
contemplated  the  diameter  of  the  top  of  the  cylinder  may  be  the  same  as  that 
of  the  bottom. 

Top — Wire  gauze  to  be  soldered  completely  around  periphery  on  inside  of 
top  ling. 

Cone — ^Wire  gauze  to  be  soldered  completely  around  inside  of  cone  ring  and 
vertically  along  seam.    A  1-inch  inlet  hole  shall  be  formed  at  apex  of  cone. 

Frame— To  be  made  of  24-gauge  galvanized  iron.  This  includes  top  and 
bottom  rings  and  legs. 

Legs — Galvanized-iron  channeLs  made  as  per  detailed  drawing  and  secured 
to  top  and  bottom  rings  with  four  rivets,  %  inch  in  diameter,  to  each  leg. 
First  turned  and  drilled  as  per  drawing. 

Bottom  cylinder  rinff — J  shaped,  with  bottom  edge  of  cylinder  dropped  into 
J— crimped  and  soldered  to  secure.    Ehids  of  ring  riveted  to  secure. 

Cone  rifi^^— Oalvanized-iron  band  with  A -inch  round  iron  wire  rolled  into 
lower  edge,  as  per  cross-section  drawing  of  "  cone  ring.** 

Winff  nuts — Pour  copper  wing  bolts  and  nuts,  as  per  arawing,  to  hold  cone 
securely  in  place. 

MANURE-BOX  TRAPS 

Manure  pits  or  boxes  are  desirable  for  the  temporary  storage  of 
manure,  especially  in  towns  and  cities.  These  have  oeen  widely 
advocated,  l)ut  the  difficulty  has  been  that  manure  often  becomes 
infested  before  it  is  put  into  them,  and  flies  frequently  breed  out 
before  the  boxes  are  emptied  and  often  escape  through  the  cracks. 
To  obviate  these  difficulties  a  manure  box  or  pit,  with  a  modified 
tent  trap  or  cone  trap  attached,  is  desirable.  Arthur  Swaim,  of 
Florida,  has  devised  a  form  of  manure  trap  consisting  of  a  series  of 
screen  tents  with  exit  holes  along  the  ridges  of  these,  over  which  is  a 
screen  box.  The  latter  retains  the  flies  as  they  pass  through  the 
holes  in  the  tents.    The  entire  trap  is  removable. 

In  order  to  retain  the  fertilizing  value  of  manure  to  the  greatest 
extent,  it  is  advisable  to  exclude  the  air  from  it  as  much  as  possible 
and  to  protect  it  from  the  leaching  action  of  rains.  This  being  the 
case,  there  is  realjy  no  necessity  to  cover  a  large  portion  of  the  top 
of  tne  box  with  a  trap,  but  merely  to  have  holes  lar^  enough  to 
attract  flies  to  the  light  and  cover  these  holes  with  ordmarv  conical 
traps  with  the  legs  cut  oflf  so  the  bottom  of  the  trap  will  fit  closely 
to  the  box.  The  same  arrangement  can  be  made  where  manure  is 
kept  in  a  pit.  In  large  bins  two  or  more  holes  covered  with  traps 
should  be  provided  for  the  escape  of  the  flies. 

Manure  boxes  should  be  used  by  all  stock  owners  in  towns  and 
cities,  and  they  are  al^o  adaptable  to  farms.  The  size  of  the  manure 
bin  should  be  governed  by  the  individual  needs,  but  for  use  on  the 
farm  it  is  desirable  to  make  it  large  enough  to  hold  all  of  the  manure 
produced  during  the  busiest  season  of  the  year.  A  box  14  feet  long, 
10  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep  will  hold  the  manure  produced  by  two 
horses  during  about  five  months.  About  2  cubic  feet  of  box  space 
should  be  allowed  for  each  horse  per  day.  The  bin  should  be  made 
of  concrete  or  heavy  plank.  When  the  latter  is  used  the  cracks 
should  be  battened  to  prevent  the  escape  of  flies.    The  bin  should  have 
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a  concrete  floor  or  it  may  be  set  in  the  ground  several  inches  and  the 
dirt  closely  banked  around  the  outside.  For  the  admission  of  the 
manure  a  good-sized  door  should  be  provided  in  either  end  of  a  large 
bin.  A  portion  of  the  top  should  be  made  easily  removably  for  con- 
venience in  emptying  the  box,  or  one  entire  end  of  the  box  may  be 
hinged.  On  account  of  the  danger  of  the  door  being  left  open 
through  carelessness  it  is  advisable  to  arrange  a  lift  door  which  can 
be  oj)ened  by  placing  the  foot  on  a  treadle  as  the  manure  is  shov- 
eled in.  The  door  3iould  be  heavy  enough  to  close  automatically 
when  the  treadle  is  released. 


J  :  'f'A 
I 


I         Fro.  5. — Use  of  flytrap  in  connection  with  manure  bin.     A«  block  of  wood  set  in  ground 
I  to  whicli  lever  raising  uoor  is  hinged 

A  concrete  pit  set  on  a  slope  so  that  the  manure  may  be  dumped  in 
from  a  wheelbarrow  is  convenient  for  dairy  farms.  For  large  stock 
farms  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  a  concrete  pit  so  constructed  as  to 
permit  of  the  manure  being  taken  directly  into  it  with  a  litter  carrier 
and  doors  provided  which  are  large  enough  to  admit  a  wagon  or 
manure  spreader  for  the  removal  of  the  material. 

A  manure  bin  with  flytrap  attached  is  shown  in  Figure  5. 

Attention  is  directed  to  a  maggot  trap  devised  by  R.  H.  Hutchison, 
as  described  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  851  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Where  large  quantities  of  manure  are  produced  on  a  farm, 
this  method  of  storing  the  manure  on  a  platform  and  trapping  the 
maggots  which  breed  out  may  be  more  convenient  than  the  manure  bin. 
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WINDOW  TRAPS 

C.  F.  Hodge  has  designed  a  trap  which  is  really  a  modified  tent 
trap  adapted  to  use  in  a  window.  This  trap  is  constructed  so 
as  to  catch  the  flies  as  they  enter  or  leave  through  the  window.  It 
is  adaptable  to  barns  which  are  fairly  free  from  cracks  or  other  places 
where  flies  may  enter.  It  may  also  be  used  on  windows  of  buildings 
where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  where  flies  endeavor  to  enter 
through  the  windows  or  escape  after  having  gained  entrance  through 
other  passageways.  All  openings  not  provided  with  traps  should  be 
closely  screened,  and  on  large  buildings  traps  may  be  installed  in 
every  third  window. 

B 

/ 


3 


Fio.  6. — Hodge  type  window  trap.  At  left,  trap  with  end  removed  to  show  construction ; 
at  right,  cross  section  of  trap  placed  in  a  window.  A,  end  of  trap ;  B,  upper  side  of 
folds  in  screen  ;  C,  lower  side  of  folds  in  screen  ;  D,  portion  of  end  of  trap  sawed  out 
nud  returned  after  attaching  screen ;  E,  holes  along  apex  of  folds ;  F.  door  for  re- 
moving dead  flies ;  G,  window  sill ;  H,  upper  window  sash  ;  I,  inside  entrance  for 
flies ;  O,  outside  entrances 

This  trap  is  essentially  a  screen  box  closely  fitted  to  the  frame  of  a 
window.  (See  fig.  6.)  The  thickness  of  the  box  at  A  should  be  about 
12  inches.  Instead  of  the  screen  running  straight  down  over  the  box 
on  either  side,  it  is  folded  inward  nearly  to  the  center  of  the  frame 
in  V-shaped  folds  running  longitudinally  across  the  window.  One, 
two,  or  even  more  folds  may  be  made  in  the  screen  on  either  side. 
The  upper  side  of  the  fold  B  should  extend  toward  the  center  almost 
at  right  angles  with  the  side  of  the  trap;  that  is,  parallel  with  the 
top  and  bottom j  and  the  lower  side  C  should  slant  downward  as 
shown  in  tKe;draviug:.  ThesMeg  df  the  frame  may  be  cut  out  at 
the  proper  arigle^  ahd  .the  pieces  D  returned  after  the  screen  has  been 
tacked  along  the  edges.*  Along  the  apex  (inner  edge)  of  each  fold  is 
punched  a  series  or  holes  E  about  one-half  inch  in  diameter  and  1 
inch  apart.  The  apices  of  the  folds  on  either  side  of  the  window 
should  not  be  directly  opposite.    A  narrow  door  F  opening  down- 
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ward  on  hinges  should  be  made  on  one  side  of  the  trap  at  the  bottom 
for  removal  of  the  dead  flies.  The  entire  trap  is  fastened  to  the  win- 
dow by  hooks  so  that  it  may  be  readily  taken  off.  An  additional 
trapping  feature  may  be  added  by  providing  a  tent  trap  fitted  in  the 
bottom  of  the  box.  A  narrow  slit  is  left  along  the  base  to  allow  the 
flies  to  enter  beneath  the  tent.  Bait  may  be  placed  under  the  tent  to 
attract  the  flies. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  use  of  these  window  traps  will  aid  in 
protecting  animals  in  bams  from  stable  flies  and  mosquitoes,  and  in 
some  cases  horseflies  and  other  noxious  species  are  caught.  They 
tend  to  exclude  the  light,  however,  and  are  somewhat  cumbersome, 
especially  in  thin-walled  buildings. 

TRAPPING  THE  SCREW- WORM  FLY» 

Recent  efforts  to  reduce  the  loss  to  the  livestock  industry  of  the 
Southwest  resulting  from  the  ravages  of  the  screw-worm  have 
directed  attention  to  the  employment  of  flytraps  in  this  work. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  importance  oi  preventing  the  breed- 
ing of  flies  as  a  prerequisite  to  effective  control.  This  is  equally  true 
of  the  screw- worm  and  other  blowflies,  which  attack  animals,  and  of 
the  house  fly.  In  the  case  of  these  blowflies  main  dependence  must 
be  placed  on  th^  complete  and  prompt  burning  of  all  carcasses  and 
animal  refuse. 

Experiments  conducted  in  the  range  sections  of  Texas  indicate 
that  traps  properly  baited  and  set  are  of  material  aid  in  preventing 
screw-worm  injurv  to  livestock.  If  general  trapping  is  undertaken, 
at  least  one  trap  should  be  maintained  on  each  section  of  land.  These 
should  be  located  preferably  near  watering  places  and  where  cattle 
congregate,  especially  in  the  so-called  hospital  traps,  where  the  screw- 
worm-infested  animals  are  kept  for  treatment. 

The  conical-type  traps  as  described  are  advised.  The  traps  should 
be  set  in  broken  shade  on  a  board  platform  about  2  feet  sijuare, 
securely  fastened  to  a  tree  or  on  a  post  where  the  trap  and  bait  will 
be  the  least  disturbed  bv  stock  or  wild  animals. 

During  the  latter  half  of  one  season  over  100  gallons  of  flies,  the 
vast  majority  of  which  were  screw-worm  flies,  were  captured  in 
about  25  traps  operated  on  a  ranch  in  west  Texas. 

The  question  of  the  baits  best  adapted  for  this  species  and  other 
points  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  traps  are  briefly  discussed 
under  subsequent  headings. 

BAITS  FOR  TRAPS 

The  problem  of  selecting  the  best  bait  for  flies  is  an  important 
one.  In  choosing  a  bait  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  largely 
the  fermentation  which  renders  the  material  attractive,  and  that 
baits  are  most  attractive  during  their  most  active  period  of  fermen- 
tation. As  has  been  indicated,  the  kind  of  bait  used  should  be  gov- 
erned by  the  species  of  flies  the  destruction  of  which  is  desired.  This 
is  most  often  the  house  fly. 

^Coekttomifia  macellaria  Fab. 
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A  mixture  of  1  part  of  a  cheap  cane  molasses  (blackstrap  or  New 
Orleans)  and  3  parts  of  water  is  one  of  the  most  economical  and 
effective  baits  for  the  house  fly.  Sugar-beet  or  stock  molasses,  which 
is  very  cheap  in  re^ons  where  produced,  when  mixeU  in  the  fore- 
going proportions  is  fairly  attractive.  Sirup  made  by  dissolving 
1  part  of  ordinary  brown  sugar  in  4  parts  of  water  and  allowing  the 
mixture  to  stand  a  day  or  two  to  induce  fermentation  is  almost  equal 
to  molasses  and  water  as  a  fly  bait.  If  it  is  desired  to  use  the  sirup 
immediately  after  making  it,  a  small  quantity  of  vinegar  should  be 
added.  Honeybees  are  sometimes  caugnt  in  large  numbers  with  this 
bait.  When  this  happens  some  of  the  other  baits  recommended 
should  be  used. 

On  dairy  farms  probably  milk  is  next  choice  as  a  bait  to  cane- 
molasses  solution,  considering  its  convenience.  The  addition  of  ripe 
bananas  or  other  fruit  increases  the  attractiveness  of  the  milk  bait. 
The  curd  from  milk,  with  one-half  pound  of  brown  sugar  added  for 
each  pound,  and  water  to  make  it  tnoroughly  moist,  is  a  very  coed 
bait  and  continues  to  be  attractive  for  10  days  or  longer  if  kept 
moist.  A  mash  consisting  of  one-half  pound  of  bran,  1  quart  of 
milk,  1  quart  of  water,  2  tablespoonf  uls  of  brown  sugar,  and!^  a  yeast 
cake  makes  an  attractive  and  lasting  bait. 

The  foregoing  baits  are  rendered  more  attractive  by  stirring 
occasionally. 

BLOWFLY  BAITS  FOR  USE  AROUND  MARKETS,  ETC. 

With  the  baits  before  mentioned  few  blowflies  will  be  caught. 
For  use  about  slaughterhouses,  butcher  shops,  and  other  places  where 
blowflies  are  troublesome  it  has  been  determined  that  the  mucous 
membranes' which  form  the  lining  of  the  intestines  of  cattle  or  hogs 
are  without  equal  as  a  bait.  This  material,  which  is  commonly 
spoken  of  as  "  gut  slime,"  can  be  obtained  from  packing  houses  where 
sausage  casings  are  prepared.  The  offensive  odor  of  this  bait  renders 
its  use  undesirable  around  habitations  or  materials  intended  for 
human  consumption. 

At  the  front  of  and  at  loading  docks  of  meat-packing  establish- 
ments, where  house  flies  are  troublesome  and  blowflies  are  usually 
not  abundant,  it  is  best  to  bait  the  traps  with  one  of  the  house-fly 
baits  listed  above.  Around  meat  markets,  where  both  house  flies  and 
blowflies  abound,  one  of  the  combination  baits  given  on  page  13 
should  be  employed. 

BAITS  FOR  BLOWFLIES  UNDER  RANGE  CONDITIONS 

Where  rabbits  or  other  wild  animals  are  plentiful  they  make  a 
very  satisfactory  bait  for  use  on  the  ranges ;  in  fact,  they  are  rather 
better  than  any  other  available  bait.  The  animal  should  be  opened 
up  so  as  to  expose  the  intestines ;  and  when  the  weather  is  very  dry 
it  is  best  to  keep  some  water  in  the  pan,  as  it  adds  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  bait.  Entrails  and  other  animal  refuse  may  be  utilized 
in  a  similar  way  when  thev  are  available.  In  large  trapping  opera- 
tions goats  or  sheep  culled  from  the  flock  are  cut  up  for  bait,  from 
1  to  2  pounds  of  m^at  being  used  in  each  bait  pan. 
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The  main  objection  to  the  use  of  these  meat  baits  is  that  some 
maggots  are  likely  to  complete  their  growth  and  escape  from  the  bait 
pans.  This  can  be  largely  avoided  by  adding  nicotine  sulphate  to 
the  water  in  the  bait  pan  in  the  proportion  of  one  teaspoonful  to 
each  sallon  of  water.  This  does  not  check  the  decomposition  enough 
to  reduce  the  attractiveness  of  the  bait  and  practically  prohibits  the 
escape  of  any  maggots. 

As  a  substitute  for  wild  animals  or  animal  refuse  when  they  are 
not  available,  experiments  show  that  fairly  satisfactory  catches  can 
be  secured  by  utilizing  dried  "  gut  slime  "  or  dried  whole  egg.  The 
former  is  not  generally  on  the  market  but  can  be  prepared  by 
packing  houses  at  a  moderate  cost.  Both  of  these  materials  are 
easily  carried  on  a  saddle  horse,  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  place 
about  one- fourth  pound  in  the  bait  pan  and  add  1  gallon  of  water, 
after  which  the  mixture  should  be  stirred.  The  more  frequently 
any  of  these  baits  is  agitated,  the  greater  the  catch  which  will  be 
secured.  If  the  bait  is  kept  well  moistened  it  will  continue  attrac- 
tive for  10  days  or  longer.  These  baits  should  be  kept  alkaline  by 
the  addition,  once  or  twice  a  week,  of  a  teaspoonful  of  washing  or 
baking  soda. 

COMBINATION  BAITS 

With  a  number  of  the  baits  before  mentioned  both  house  flies  and 
blowflies  are  captured.  This  is  especiallv  true  with  the  ^  gut  slime  " 
and  dried  egg.  Where  both  of  these  kinds  of  flies  are  abundant 
such  baits  are  desirable.  Certain  other  mixtures  may  also  be  utilized. 
A  packing-house  product  known  as  blood  tankage  is  a  good  fly  bait 
when  usea  before  drying  and  with  molasses  and  water.  Fish  scraps 
or  meat  scraps,  especially  with  molasses  and  water  added,  will  attract 
all  kinds  of  flies.  Overripe  or  fermenting  fruit  such  as  watermelon 
rinds  or  crushed  bananas  often  gives  venr  satisfactory  results.  A 
combination  of  overripe  bananas  with  milk  is  much  more  attractive 
than  either  one  used  separately. 

BAIT  CONTAINERS 

The  size  of  the  bait  container  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  trap 
is  a  very  important  consideration.  It  has  been  found  that  a  small 
pan  or  a  deep  pan  of  bait  set  in  the  center  under  a  trap  will  attract 
only  a  small  fraction  of  the  number  of  flies  secured  by  using  larger 
shallow  containers.  The  best  and  most  convenient  pan  for  baits  is 
a  shallow  circular  tin,  such  as  the  cover  of  a  lard  oucket.  Under 
range  conditions  it  is  advisable  to  use  a  more  substantial  bait  pan 
and  preferably  one  4  inches  deep,  so  that  a  greater  quantity  of  bait 
may  be  used,  thus  preventing  complete  drying  out  between  visits  to 
the  trap.  Its  diameter  should  be  about  4  inches  less  than  that  of  the 
base  of  the  trap,  thus  bringing  the  edge  within  2  inches  of  the  out- 
side edge  of  the  trap.  For  liquid  baits  the  catch  can  be  increased 
slightly  bj  placing  a  piece  of  sponge  or  a  few  chips  in  the  center 
of  the  bait  pan  to  provide  additional  surface  upon  which  the  flies 
may  alight. 
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CARE  AND  LOCATION  OF  TRAPS 

In  many  cases  flytrapping  has  been  rendered  ineffectual  by  the 
fact  that  the  traps  were  not  properly  placed  or  cared  for.  In  set- 
ting traps  a  location  should  be  chosen  where  flies  naturally  congre- 
fate.  This  is  usually  on  the  sunny  side  of  a  building  out  of  the  wind, 
n  hot  weather,  however,  traps  should  be  placed  so  as  to  be  in  shade 
during  midday.  It  is  exceedmgly  important  that  the  bait  containers 
be  kept  well  filled.  This  usually  requires  attention  every  other  day. 
The  bait  pans  should  be  washed  out  at  rather  frequent  intervals. 
This  gives  a  larger  catch  and  avoids  the  danger  of  mes  breeding  in 
the  material  used  for  bait.  Further,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
traps  can  not  be  operated  successf  uUy  throughout  the  season  with- 
out emptying  them.  Where  flies  are  abundant  and  the  bait  pans  are 
properly  attended  to  the  traps  should  be  emptied  at  weekly  intervals. 
Where  flies  become  piled  high  against  the  side  of  the  cone,  the  catch- 
ing power  of  the  trap  is  considerably  reduced.  The  destruction  of 
the  nies  is  best  accomplished  by  immersing  the  trap  in  hot  water  or, 
still  better,  where  a  tight  barrel  is  at  hand  place  a  few  live  coals  in  a 
pan  on  the  ground,  scatter  two  tablespoonfuls  of  sulphur  over  them, 
place  the  trap  over  the  coals,  and  turn  the  barrel  over  the  trap. 
All  of  the  flies  will  be  rendered  motionless  in  about  five  minutes. 
They  may  then  be  killed  by  using  hot  water,  throwing  them  into 
a  fire,  or  burying  them.  In  the  operation  of  flytraps  in  controlling 
blowflies  it  has  not  been  found  necessary,  especially  during  hot 
Aveather,  to  kill  the  flies,  as  they  die  very  rapidly  within  the  traps.  In 
order  to  empty  a  trap  it  may  be  inverted  and  the  dead  flies  shaken 
down.  As  the  living  flies  will  naturally  go  upward,  the  door  may  then 
be  removed  and  the  dead  flies  shaken  out,  the  door  replaced,  and  the 
trap  set  upright  without  loss  of  many  of  the  living  flies.  The  location 
of  traps  used  against  blowflies  is  briefly  discussed  on  page  11. 

STICKY  FLY  PAPERS 

Sticky  fly  papers  are  of  some  value  in  destroying  flies  which  have 
gained  access  to  houses,  but  they  have  marked  limitations  and  nu- 
merous objectionable  features.  For  use  out  of  doors  traps  are  much 
more  effective  and  economical. 

Doctor  Crumbine,  of  the  Kansas  State  Board  of  Health,  gives  the 
following  method  for  preparing  fly  paper : 

"  Take  2  pounds  of  rosm  and  1  pmt  of  castor  oil ;  heat  together 
until  it  looks  like  molasses.  Take  an  ordinary  paintbrush  and  smear 
while  hot  on  any  kind  of  paper — an  old  newspaper  is  good — and 
place  several  about  the  room.  A  dozen  of  these  may  be  made  at  a 
cost  of  1  cent." 
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THE  RED  SPIDER  1  ON  COTTON  AND  HOW  TO 
CONTROL  IT. 

By  E.  A.  McGregob, 
Entomological  Assistant^  Southern  Field  Crop  Insect  Inves 

INTRODUCTION. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  preventive  measures  described 
tin  it  is  possible  to  avoid  the  losses  caused  by  the  so-called^ 
(fig.  1),  a  minute  creature  which  seriously  injured  20,0 
of  cotton  in  South  Carolina  in  1912,  and  is  similarly  destructive  in 
other  Southern  States.  Injury  by  the  red  spider  in  cotton  fields  may 
occur  from  the  middle  of  June  until  the  middle  of  September.  It 
consists  in  a  rusting  and  dropping  of  the  leaves  and  sometimes  in  the 
death  of  the  affected  plants  over  considerable  portions  of  the  fields. 
For  many  years  this  trouble  has  been  called  "  rust "  by  cotton  planters, 
who  concluded  from  the  reddening  of  the  leaves  that  it  was  a  disease. 
The  injury,  however,  is  caused  by  the  presence  on  the  cotton  leaves 
of  multitudes  of  small  mites  called  "  red  spiders." 

GENERAL  APPEARANCE  AND  NATURE  OF  DAMAGE. 

The  presence  of  the  pest  is  first  revealed  by  the  appearance  on  the 
upper  surface  of  the  leaf  of  a  blood-red  spot.  As  leaves  become  more 
infested  they  redden  or  turn  rusty  yellow  over  the  entire  surface, 
become  folded,  then  turn  brown  and  dry,  and  finally  drop.  The  lower 
leaves  usually  are  first  attacked,  but  infestation  spreads  upward  until 
often  only  the  bare  stalk  and  one  or  two  terminal  leaves  remain. 
(See  figs.  2, 3,  and  4.)    Such  plants  almost  always  die. 

*  Tetranychiu  telaritu  L.,  generally  known  as  T.  timacuJatua  Hanpey,  and  In  some  pub- 
lications as   T.  gloveri  Bks. ;  order  Acarlna,   family   Tetranychidae. 
38400*— Bull.  735— 10 
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In  severe  cases  the  dropping  of  the  leaves  is  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  development  of  lint.  The  loss  of  foliage,  however,  is  always 
accompanied  by  the  shedding  of  bolls,  which  may  amount  to  the  total 
loss  of  fruit  or  merely  of  the  younger  bolls.  On  the  plants  other 
than  cotton,  which  the  red  spider  often  attacks,  the  appearance  of 
the  injury  is  similar  to  that  on  cotton,  although  it  is  imusual  for 
most  plants  to  show  the  red  blotching.  The  feeding  is  done  by 
means  of  sharp,  slender,  lance-like  mouth  parts  which  are  thrust 
well  into  the  leaf,  usually  on  the  imder  surface. 

Injury  results  from  the  extraction  by  the  red  spiders  of  the  juices 
of  the  plant  leaves.    It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  mites  can  not  be 

killed  by  poisons  sprayed  onto  the  leaves, 
which  may  be  devoured  in  feeding,  but 
must  be  attacked  by  sprays  which  kill  by 
contact. 

EXTENT  OF  INJURY. 

Unlike  many  pests  the  red  spider  does 
not  occur  continuously  over  large  areas. 
Certain  fields  are  infested  while  many 
others  are  free.  Large  fields  are  probably 
never  damaged  throughout,  but  smaller 
fields  frequently  become  wholly  affected. 
A  thorough  examination  of  all  fields 
within  1  mile  of  the  center  of  Leesville, 
S.  C,  was  made  during  the  height  of  the 
season  with  a  view  to  determining  the 
exact  state  of  red-spider  infestation  in 
one  locality.  In  all,  99  fields  were  ex- 
amined as  carefully  as  possible  and  about 
three-fourthff  of  them  were  found  to  be 
infested.    This  occurrence  was  one  of  the 

Fig.  1. — The  red  spider,  Tetrany-  ,  ix-lxi-  j. 

chus  teiariua:  Adult  female.     Severest  and  most  general  that  nas  at  any 
Greatly  enlarged.    (From     time  comc  to  the  Writer's  attention.    The 

worst  infestation  in  the  above-mentioned 
locality  was  one  which  spread  from  its  point  of  origin  until  it  ex- 
tended in  one  direction  600  feet  from  the  original  source.  (See 
fig.  5.)  The  area  finally  affected,  semicircular  in  shape,  comprised 
13  acres,  and  within  its  boundaries  the  occurrence  was  general. 
While  such  a  case  as  this  is  unusual,  4-acre  or  5-acre  spots  with  25  to 
100  per  cent  damage  are  frequently  seen. 

During  1912  about  20,000  acres  of  cotton  in  South  Carolina  were 
seriously  infested  by  the  red  spider.  Since  the  yield  thus  lost  is 
about  two-fifths  of  a  normal  crop  on  this  area,  or  2,716,000  pounds^ 
it  will  be  seen  that  at  12  cents  per  pound  this  lost  lint  represented  a 
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tax  of  $325,920.    The  cotton  seed  lost,  at  ordinary  prices  amounting 
to  $67,900,  brought  the  total  levy  on  the  South  Carolina  planters  to 
about  $393,820.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  North  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  and  Mississippi  suffer  similarly  and  are  each  considerably 
larger  than  South  Carolina,  it  is  estimated  that  during  a  severe  red- 
spider   year   the 
southeast  may  suf- 
fer a  loss  of  $2,- 
000,000   from    the 
ravages   of   this 
pest. 

DESCRIPTION  OF 
THE  RED  SPIDER. 

Both  male  and 
female  red  spiders 
are  present  on  the 
plants.  The  color 
of  the  females  is 
subject  to  consid- 
erable variation. 
At  times  it  is  rusty 
green,  sometimes 
greenish  amber, 
occasionally  yel- 
lowish, at  times 
almost  black,  but 
most  often  brick 
red,   and   a    large 

spot      of     much      Fio.  2. — An  uninfested  cotton  plant,  growing  in  same  field 
fl  ft  r  Ir  A  r    r»nlnr    iq  shown  in  figure  5,  but  just  beyond  the  boundary  of  Infes- 

uarKer    CUiur    Ib  tation  by  the  red  spider.     (Author's  illustration.) 

usually  seen  along 

the  back  half  of  each  side  of  the  body.  The  males  are  considerably 
smaller  than  the  females,  more  pointed  behind,  of  a  rusty  salmon 
color,  and  the  spots  at  the  sides  are  not  conspicuous.  The  red  spider 
is  in  reality  not  a  spider  but  a  mite,  and  is  more  nearly  related  to  the 
ticks  than  to  the  true  spiders.  As  is  usual  with  mites,  both  the  male 
and  the  female  have  eight  legs,  but  no  wings.  The  females  are  less 
than  one-fiftieth  of  an  inch  in  length. 

LIFE  HISTORY  AND  HABITS. 

The  red  spiders  which  pass  through  the  winter  are  chiefly  the 
mature  females.  Males,  however,  may  also  be  seen  at  times  during 
this  season,  and,  indeed,  during  periods  of  mild  weather  eggs  are 
laid  and  considerable  development  may  take  place.    Upon  several 
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occasions  at  Batesburg,  S.  C,  all  stages  of  the  red  spider  have  been 
seen  in  winter  on  plants  in  outdoor  locations.    Feeding  continues 

more  or  less,  depending  on  the 
temperature,  on  several  species 
of  plants  which  bear  leaves 
throughout  the  winter. 

The  great  mass  of  red  spi- 
ders pass  the  winter  on  wild 
plants,  and  since  these  support 
the  mite  during  the  time  of 
year  when  it  is  most  difficult 
for  the  pest  to  survive  it  is 
clear  that  the  wild  plants  are 
of  great  importance.  Among 
the  more  common  of  these 
winter  plants  are  hedge  nettle, 
evening  primrose,  Jerusalem 
oak,  wild  blackberry,  sow  this- 
tle, wild  geranium,  and  wild 

Fio.   3.— Cotton   plant  In   an  early   stage   of  '^'^tch. 

Infestation  by  the  red  spider.     Many  leaves  With  the  recurrence  of  warm 

are  discolored  and  some  of  the  lower  ones  g^  jj.^    j^g     fU^         J    sniders 

have  dropped.     (Author's  Illustration.)  sprmg    aays,    tne    rCQ    Spiaers 

multiply  much  faster  until 
their  winter  food  plants  become  too  crowded  to  support  them 
properly.  New  feeding  grounds  then  become  necessary,  and  migra- 
tions take  place  which  carry  them  to 
numerous  species  of  spring  plants 
and  weeds. 

The  first  spring  generation  of  fe- 
males usually  develops  about  March 
31.  From  this  date  until  about  May 
31,  when  cotton  becomes  attractive  to 
the  pest,  the  red  spider  advances 
from  the  winter  plants  in  several 
successive  migrations.  During  this 
interval  five  broods  of  red  spiders 
usually  develop,  so  that  each  winter- 
ing female  by  the  first  of  June  has 
produced,  theoreticallv,  over  300,- 
000,000    offsprings.     In    the    mean-  '^J^'^^^V^L^^Jt  t 

time   most   weeds   and   garden   plants        red    spider.     Nearly    all    leaves, 

that  stand  in  the  path  of  the  red      ^vTSs'n.urtr;  '"°  ""^ 
spider's    advance    become    infested. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  months  the  red  spider,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  South  Carolina,  requires  on  an  average  a  little  less  than 
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11  days  for  the  completion  of  a  generation.    In  an  average  season 
at  Batesburg,  S.  C,  there  are  17  generations  of  red  spiders. 

In  developing  from  the  egg  to  the  adult  stage  the  red  spider 
follows  one  or  the  other  of  two  distinct  courses,  depending  on  the 
sex.  With  the  female,  the  egg  hatches  in  about  four  days  to  a  tiny, 
colorless,  6-legged  form  known  as  a  larva,  which  feeds  eagerly,  and 
in  about  two  days  in  summer  time  sheds  its  skin  and  becomes  an 
8-legged  form  called  the  primary  nymph.  The  latter  feeds  in  a 
manner  very  similar  to  that  of  the  larva,  and  becomes  greenish  or 
yellowish  in  color  with  conspicuous  blotches  at  the  sides.  At  Bates- 
burg this  stage  requires  a  trifle  over  two  days  for  completion,  when 
the  skin  is  again  shed  and  the  secondary  nymph  appears.    The 


Fio.  5. — A  severe  example  of  red-spider  work  in  a  cotton  field.  Nearly  all  plants  in  the 
foreground  are  in  the  condition  shown  in  figure  4.  The  source  in  this  case  was  certain 
pokeweed  stalks  growing  in  the  weed  border  seen  in  the  upper  right-hand  comer  of  the 
figure.     (Author's  Illustration.) 

latter  lives  about  as  the  preceding  stages  do  and  becomes  more 
nearly  the  size  and  color  of  the  adult.  After  about  one  and  nine- 
tenths  days  another  molt  or  skin  shedding  occurs  which  gives  origin 
to  the  adult  female.  Thus,  for  the  most  favorable  season,  the 
females  require  about  nine  days  to  mature. 

The  development  of  the  male  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  female 
with  the  difference  that  the  second  nymphal  stage  is  lacking.  The 
other  stages,  however,  are  slightly  lengthened,  so  that  the  male  red 
spiders  usually  complete  their  development  only  one  day  sooner  than 
do  the  females. 

In  establishing  herself  upon  cotton  the  female  selects  a  concave 
area  between  the  under  veins  of  the  leaf  and,  after  a  brief  feeding 
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period  of  about  18  hours,  begins  to  deposit  her  eggs.  They  are 
usually  clustered  rather  closely,  rarely  occupying  an  area  greater 
in  size  tlian  that  of  a  dime. 

For  about  8  to  10  days  the  female  lays  usually  about  six  eggs 
per  day,  thus  making  a  total  of  about  50  to  60  eggs.  Feeding 
continues  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  egg-laying  period.  The 
average  duration  of  adult  life  in  summer,  in  South  Carolina,  is 
about  12  days.  This  period  increases  as  the  weather  becomes  cooler, 
and  in  winter  the  adults  often  live  for  150  days. 

RELATION  OF  WEATHER  TO  BREEDING. 

Climatic  conditions  influence  the  development  of  the  red  spider 
to  a  marked  extent.  The  influence  may  be  either  harmful  or  bene- 
ficial. In  the  course  of  the  year  the  occurrence  of  the  pest  under- 
goes many  changes.  During  December,  January,  and  February  the 
red  spider  merely  maintains  itself,  but  during  March  conditions 
usually  become  a  little  more  favorable.  Through  April  and  May 
development  progresses  most  rapidly,  and  infestation  reaches  its 
height  on  miscellaneous  plants  by  June  1.  Beginning  about  the  end 
of  September,  a  reduction  begins  in  the  numbers  of  the  red  spider, 
and  this  reduction  continues  as  the  weather  becomes  colder,  until, 
by  the  end  of  November,  the  low  point  is  again  reached.  Hot,  dry 
conditions,  such  as  occur  during  times  of  drought,  hasten  develop- 
ment, while  cool,  wet  weather  retards  it.  A  female  laying  normally 
about  six  eggs  per  day  will,  upon  the  occurrence  of  a  hot  day, 
suddenly  increase  the  number,  often  to  15  or  20  eggs  per  day,  or 
upon  a  chilly  day  the  number  deposited  may  drop  as  suddenly  to 
one  egg  or  none. 

DISPERSION. 

When  cotton  and  other  annual  plants  die  in  the  late  fall  the  red 
spiders  are  forced  to  seek  green  food.  Many  of  them  manage  to 
locate  upon  the  several  kinds  of  weeds  (mentioned  on  page  4)  which 
remain  green  throughout  the  winter.  Since  these  wild  plants  occur 
abxmdantly  in  the  borders  of  fields  and  on  terraces  and  roadsides, 
the  pest  frequently  is  found  on  cotton  the  following  spring,  in  the 
portions  of  fields  where  planters  fail  to  clear  these  borders  of  weeds. 

The  cultivated  violet  occurs  frequently  throughout  the  South,  and 
remains  green  through  the  winter.  Infested  violet  beds  have  been 
found  from  Virginia  to  Texas,  and  in  many  cases  they  are  the  sources 
of  infestation  to  near-by  cotton  fields.  The  infestation  to  cotton  may 
arise  directly  from  \dolets,  if  the  beds  are  within  a  few  hxmdred 
feet  of  cotton  (fig.  6),  or  from  a  series  of  migrations  covering  con- 
siderable distances. 

A  peculiar  sort  of  red-spider  infestation  arises  from  pokeweed, 
which  occurs  commonly  on  terraces  and  along  field  borders.  Owing 
to  its  long  growing  period  it  rarely  becomes  heavily  infested  until 
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midsummer,  so  that  infestation  from  this  weed  to  cotton  is  usually 
noticed  later  than  from  violets  or  spring  weeds. 

It  has  been  found  that  adult  females  are  able  to  travel  over  smooth 
surfaces  at  the  rate  of  about  5  inches  per  minute,  or  600  feet  in  24 
hours.  When  forced  to  migrate  through  the  scarcity  of  proper  food, 
they  commonly  take  to  the  ground  and  travel  to  other  plants.  During 
heavy  rains  many  red  spiders  are  dashed  to  the  ground  and  carried 
considerable  distances  in  the  surface  water,  whereupon  those  not 
killed  establish  themselves  on  the  plants  that  are  near  by.  Heavy 
winds  also  at  times  blow  them  from  place  to  place.  When  the 
injury  becomes  severe  in  a  portion  of  a  field  it  is  common  for  the 
red  spider  to  spread  directly  from  plant 
to  plant  by  means  of  the  interweaving 
branches. 

PLANTS  ATTACKED. 

The  red  spider  has  been  found  breed- 
ing on  nearly  200  species  of  plants,  in- 
cluding weeds,  ornamental  plants,  and 
garden  and  field  crops.  The  following 
list  of  food  plants,  arranged  in  the 
order  of  their  susceptibility  to  red- 
spider   attack  in  the  cotton  belt,  in-     ^^^-   6.— Diagram   showing   how 

t     ,  -  1       •    ^     A    J  violets  growing  in  dooryard  give 

eludes   those  most  commonly    miestea :  rise  to  red-spider  infestation  In 

Cotton,    cultivated    violet,    sow    thistle,  adjoining  cotton  field.     The  in- 

,,,-        1       ji_T  J         i_  testation  Is  most  severe  near  the 

hollyhock,  dahlia,  garden  beans,  corn,       yard.  This  diagram  is  typical  of 
tomato,   onion,   carnation,   sweet   pea,       ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  during  loii. 

,      ,  ^.1  ^      X-  .  (Author's  Illustration.) 

hedge  nettle,   nasturtium,  morning- 
glory,  clover,  wild  vetch,  ironweed,  Jerusalem  oak,  wild  geranium, 
evening  primrose,  pokeweed,  and  strawberry. 

NATURAL  ENEMIES. 

The  red  spider  on  cotton  is  attacked  by  over  30  predaceous  enemies, 
which  render  valuable  assistance  in  its  control.  Of  these,  5  are  mites, 
3  are  thrips,  4  are  bugs,  4  are  lacewing  flies,  2  are  midges,  4  are 
syrphid  flies,  8  are  lady  beetles,  and  1  is  a  caterpillar 

REMEDIES  FOR  THE  RED  SPIDER. 

PREVEKTIVE  MEASURES. 

The  solution  of  the  red-spider  problem  must  be  accomplished 
through  preventive  efforts  rather  than  curative,  if  it  is  to  be  done 
with  economy.  The  location  of  the  mites  through  the  winter  and 
spring,  their  rapid  development  on  a  few  wild  and  cultivated  plants. 
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and  the  manner  of  dispersion  of  the  pest  lead  to  the  following  cul- 
tural recommendations. 

WEED  DESTBUCTION. 

Many  weeds  and  plants  serve  as  sources  of  dispersion.  By  destroy- 
ing, during  the  winter  and  early  spring,  pokeweed,  Jerusalem  oak, 
jimson  weed,  wild  blackberry,  wild  geranium,  and  other  weeds  in 
and  around  cotton  fields,  the  greatest  step  toward  red-spider  control 
will  have  been  taken.  This  plan  has  been  tested  in  several  instances 
and  has  given  complete  immunity  the  following  season. 

CONTROL  ON  DOOBYARD  PLANTS. 

A  few  kinds  of  cultivated  plants,  especially  violets,  remain  green 
through  the  winter  and  are  well  adapted  to  serve  as  winter  hosts  of 


Fig.  7. — Portable  barrel  pump  for  application  of  iierbicide  to  weed  borders. 

the  red  spider.  Many  cases  of  cotton  infestation  can  be  traced  to 
near-by  dooryards.  The  beds  of  violets  and  other  plants  should  be 
thoroughly  sprayed  as  soon  as  they  show  signs  of  infestation.  The 
most  satisfactory  solution,  where  violets  are  concerned,  consists  in 
their  removal  or  complete  destruction. 

HERBICIDES. 

Certain  chemical  sprays  can  be  applied  to  weed  and  plant  borders, 
which  kill  them  rather  quickly.  Of  these,  sodium  arsenate,  used  at 
the  rate  of  1  pound  to  20  gallons  of  water,  is  the  most  satisfactory. 
The  ease  and  speed  of  destruction  that  accompany  the  use  of  such  a 
remedy  justify  urging  its  use  as  a  substitute  for  the  old-fashioned 
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and  tedious  hoeing  method.  (See  fig.  7.)  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  sodium  arsenate  is  a  poison,  and  care  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  horses  and  cattle  from  grazing  on  treated  weeds. 

SPACING. 

Some  have  claimed  that  infestation  spreads  through  a  field  only  by 
means  of  the  interlacing  cotton  branches,  and  that  by  increasing  the 
spacing  the  spread  of  the  red  spider  can  be  prevented.  Since  it  is 
now  known,  however,  that  the  mites  commonly  travel  on  the  ground 
also,  from  plant  to  plant,  it  is  easily  seen  that  wide  spacing  of  cotton 
plants  will  by  no  means  entirely  prevent  the  spread  of  the  pest. 

MAINTAINING   MULCH. 

By  maintaining  continually  in  fields  a  finely  pulverized  surface 
mulch  the  progress  of  migrating  mites  is  somewhat  retarded  and  the 
development  of  infestation  correspondingly  discouraged.  The  plant- 
ing of  cotton  by  the  checking  system  permits  the  cultivation  of  each 
plant  on  four  sides  and  is  a  good  method  from  the. viewpoint  of  the 
control  of  the  red  spider. 

ROTATION. 

Since  the  wild  grasses  and  small  grains  appear  to  be  about  the  only 
plants  which  are  free  from  red-spider  attack,  there  is  little  in  the  way 
of  immune  crops  which  can  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  rotation. 
Furthermore,  provided  the  sources  of  infestation  were  allowed  to 
remain,  the  pest  would  surely  reinvade  fields,  upon  the  return  to 
cotton,  even  should  the  small  grains  or  grasses  be  planted  for  a  time. 

FEBTILIZEBS. 

Although  the  fertilizing  of  cotton  land  in  no  way  discourages  the 
development  of  red  spiders,  yet  the  judicious  use  of  fertilizers  in- 
vigorates the  plants  so  that  they  are  better  fitted  to  overcome  the 
injury. 

REPRESSIVE  MEASURES. 

Under  the  heading  "  Repressive  measures  "  may  be  discussed  those 
measures  which  can  be  taken  to  combat  the  pest  when  it  has  gained 
entrance  to  cotton  fields.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  it  is  possible 
to  eradicate  the  pest  from  infested  fields. 

By  keeping  a  constant  watch  of  cotton  fields  the  earliest  affected 
stalks  may  be  detected  and  destroyed.  In  this  method  it  is  usually 
necessary  to  repeat  the  operation  several  times,  since  certain  plants 
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are  likely  to  be  overlooked  during  the  first  inspection.  Great  care 
should  be  taken  to  locate  every  plant  which  shows  infestation,  and 
these  must  be  taken  from  the  field,  without  brushing  against  healthy 
plants,  and  burned  immediately.  If  infestation  has  not  advanced 
too  far,  the  prompt  application  of  this  method  is  usually  eflfective. 

If  infestation  has  spread  until  a  considerable  patch  has  become 
involved,  more .  drastic  steps  are  necessary  than  those  just  men- 
tioned. Where  a  continuous  area  of  infestation  occurs  in  a  large 
field,  it  is  often  advisable  to  plow  up  the  worst  affected  portion 
and  spray  the  rest  of  the  infestation  in  order  to  save  the  balance  of 
the  field.  The  stalks  should  be  quickly  piled  up  and  burned  with 
the  aid  of  straw  or  light  trash.    Such  a  severe  measure  should  only 


Fig.  8. — Bucket  spray  pump.     (From  Quaintance  illustration.) 

be  resorted  to  in  extreme  cases,  and  the  planter  concerned  must  be 
the  judge  of  its  advisability. 

INSECTICIDES. 

Out  of  75  different  spray  combinations  tested  against  the  red 
spider  on  cotton  the  following  have  been  found  to  be  thoroughly 
satisfactory:  (1)  Potassium  sulphid  (1  ounce  to  2  gallons  water); 
(2)  lime-sulphur  (homemade  or  commercial) ;  (3)  kerosene  emul- 
sion (prepared  according  to  usual  formula);  (4)  flour-paste  solu- 
tion (1  gallon  stock  paste  to  12  gallons  water).  Spraying  for  the 
red  spider  is  effective  if  it  is  done  with  extreme  care.  The  fore- 
going sprays,  when  properly  applied,  kill  all  mites,  but  a  second 
spraying^  one  week  later^  is  necessary  to  kill  t?ie  individxMls  that 
were  in  the  egg  stage  at  the  time  of  the  first  spraying.  Arsenical 
sprays  are  of  no  use  against  red  spiders. 
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SPRAYING  OUTFITS. 


The  sort  of  outfit  to  be  used  for  spraying  the  red  spider  on  cotton 
depends  mainly  on  the  extent  of  the  occurrence.    Many  prefer  to  use 
a  small  tin  atomizer  when  only  a  score  or  so  of  plants  are  to  be 
treated.    These  instruments  are  very  economical  of  liquid  and  throw 
a  very  fine,  vapory  spray  which  reaches  all  parts  of  the  plants.    The 
bucket  pump  (fig.  8)  and  knapsack  pump  (fig.  9)  come  into  use  in 
cases  of  considerable  scattered  infestation,  or  for  treatment  of  a  few 
plants  in  tall  cotton  where  the  platform  pump  would  be  undesirable. 
The  most  economic  outfit  for  a  severe  case  comprising  several  acres 
consists  of  a  barrel  pump  carried  through  the  field  on  a  wagon  or 
specially   constructed  vehicle   of 
some  sort.     Figure  10  is  from  a 
photograph  of  a  portable  outfit 
used  very  successfully  in  demon- 
stration work  in  North  Carolina. 
It  consists  of  a   platfonn   built 
upon  the  axle  and  shafts  of  a 
dismantled  hayrake.    The  wheels 
are  large,  bringing  the  axle  well 
above   the   ground,   so   that   the 
vehicle   does  very  little  damage 
to  the  plants.     Since  the  gauge 
of  the  outfit  is  8  feet,  it  straddles 
two  cotton  rows,  the  single  draft 
animal  walking  in  the  middle  be- 

x_         ii  A  u  1  Fig.  9. — Knapsack  sprayier.     (Prom  Qualnt- 

tween  these  rows.     A  barrel  pump  ance^ 

with  a  capacity  of  50  gallons  is 

mounted  on  the  platform.    A  boy  drives,  one  man  pumps,  and  two 

men  handle  the  two  sprayers.     Thorough  treatment  of  4  acres  per 

is  readily  obtainable  with  these  devices. 

NECESSITY   FOB   THOBOUOH    SPRAYING. 

Some  dissatisfaction  has  been  experienced  among  certain  planters 
who  have  undertaken  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  red  spider  by 
spraying.  With  pests  which  devour  the  entire  leaf,  such  as  potato 
"  bugs,"  cotton  caterpillars,  etc.,  even  the  careless  application  of  Paris 
green  to  the  top  of  the  foliage  often  proves  entirely  satisfactory. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  pests  of  that  kind  are  constantly 
moving  from  leaf  to  leaf  and  are  sure  to  get  some  of  the  poisoned 
foliage.  Also,  since  these  insects  usually  eat  completely  through  the 
leaf,  it  matters  Uttle  upon  which  side  the  poison  falls.  With  the  red 
spider,  however,  it  is  very  different.  A  contact  insecticide  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  since  the  mite  spends  its  life  on  the  underside  of 
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a  single  leaf  it  is  most  important  in  spraying  to  hit  tTie  entire  under- 
side of  every  leaf  of  an  infested  plant.  Careless  spraying  is  certain  to 
yield  unsatisfactory  results. 

SUMMARY  OF  REMEDIES. 

To  prevent  injury  to  cotton  by  red  spiders  the  following  steps 
should  be  taken:  (1)  Destruction  of  all  weeds  around  the  farm  dur- 


FiG.  10. — Ideal  spraying  outfit  for  treatment  of  considerable  red-spider  infestation. 

ing  the  winter  and  early  spring;  (2)  spraying  of  cultivated  plants 
around  the  dwellings;  (3)  maintaining  a  finely  pulverized  surface 
soil;  (4)  destruction  of  early  infested  plants  or  large  areas  of  heavy 
infestation  by  plowing  up  and  burning;  and  finally  (5)  spraying 
with  potassium  sulphid,  lime-sulphur,  kerosene  emulsion,  or  a  flour- 
paste  solution  if  the  infestation  is  more  or  less  general. 
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INTRODUCTION.' 

The  average  yield  of  ginseng  per  acre  in  the  United  States  is  not 
more  than  one-sixth  to  one-third  of  what  might  reasonably  be 
expected,  the  shortage  being  caused  almost  entirely  by  the  numerous 
diseases  which  attack  the  crop.  The  time  of  appearance  and  the 
severity  of  these  diseases  in  any  given  locality  depend  on  climate, 
soil,  and  cultural  relations,  but  so  far  as  observed  by  the  writers  they 
are  not  confined  to  any  particular  region.  Grenerally  speaking,  the 
same  diseases  are  found  in  all  ginseng-growing  sections,  from  New 
York  to  the  Pacific.    The  purpose  of  this  bulletin  is  to  bring  to  the 

^  For  technical  descriptions  of  the  different  dlfleases,  see  Bulletin  No.  250  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  entitled  *'The  Diseases  of  Ginseng  and  Their  Control." 

'This  bulletin  contains  the  results  of  cooperative  work  between  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  the  New  York  (Cornell)  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  the  Wisconsin  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  and  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
38507"— Bull.  736—16 1 
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attention  of  ginseng  growers  the  most  recent  information  regarding 
the  symptoms,  cause,  and  control  of  the  various  diseases  attacking 
the  ginseng  plant. 

ALTERNARIA  BLIGHT  AND  ROOT-ROT. 

Alternaria  blight  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  most  wide- 
spread of  ginseng  diseases,  and  the  fact  that  the  same  disease  may 
also  affect  the  root,  taking  the  form  of  a  serious  root  rot,  as  recently 
discovered  by  one  of  the  writers,  shows  that  it  is  of  even  greater  im- 
portance than  hitherto  supposed. 


Fig.  1.-  Leaves  of  ginseng  affected  with  Alternaria  blight.    . 

Symptoms  and  cause, — During  the  spring  the  stems  of  some  of  the 
plants  in  gardens  in  which  the  disease  existed  the  previous  season 
show  dark-brown  spots  or  cankers  of  different  sizes  just  above  the 
surface  of  the  groxmd.  These  spots,  which  are  usually  the  first 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  enlarge  and  become  velvety  or  fuzzy  in  ap- 
pearance. A  little  later  large  dead  spots  in  the  leaves  begin  to  ap- 
pear. At  first  these  have  a  water-soaked  appearance,  but  gradually 
they  become  dry  and  papery  in  the  center,  with  a  darker,  yellow- 
brown  border  (fig.  1).  In  later  stages  the  leaflet  may  droop  at  the 
point  of  attachment  to  the  leafstalk  or  where  the  leafstalk  rises  at  the 
top  of  the  stem.    The  affected  part  becomes  coated  with  a  velvety 
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brown  dust  at  the  point  where  it  bends  over.  The  seed  heads  also  are 
often  affected,  and  as  a  result  the  berries  shell  (fig.  2).  In  severe 
cases  practically  every  plant  in  the  bed  becomes  blighted   (fig.  3). 


Fig.  2. — Ginseng  seed  beads  affected  with  Alternarla  blight. 

Affected  roots  rot  very  slowly.  This  rot  has  no  odor.  The  lesions  are 
dark  brown  to  almost  black,  and  the  rotted  roots  never  become  soft 
(fig.  4).  So  far  as  known  it  would  seem  that  only  roots  which  have 
been  injured  in  some  way  are  attacked. 


Fiu.  3. — Bed  of  ginseng  plants,  showing  the  result  of  an  epidemic  caused  by  Alternarla 

blight. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a  fungus,*  a  minute  moldlike  growth. 
This  lives  and  grows  within  the  plant  and  pushes  to  the  surface 

1  Altemaria  panax  Whetzel. 
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stalklike  branches,  on  the  ends  of  which  the  spores  (microscopic  seed- 
like bodies)  are  produced.    The  great  number  of  these  spores  on  the 

surface  of  aflfected  stems  gives  the  velvety  brown  or  fuzzy  appearance 
above  mentioned  (fig.  5).  The  spores  are  dis- 
tributed by  the  wind  and  carried  on  the  clothing 
from  diseased  to  healthy  gardens,  and  during 
rainy  periods  such  spores  as  have  lodged  on  the 
plants  germinate  and  produce  sprouts  (germ 
tubes)  which  penetrate  the  tissues. 

CorUrol, — Sanitary  measures,  such  as  the  re- 
moval and  destruction  of  diseased  tops,  are  of  the 
greatest  importance.  After  the  tops  die  down  the 
beds  should  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  dry  straw 
and  burned  over,  or  if 
this  can  not  be  done 
they  should  be  sprayed 
with  a  solution  of  copper 
sulphate,  1  pound  to  5 
gallons  of  water.  Spray- 
ing the  plants  during 
the  growing  season  is 
the  best  means  of  con- 
trolling the  disease.  The 
most  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained  from  Bor- 
deaux mixture,  3-3-50 
(see  p.  19),  to  which  2 
pounds  of  lead  arsenate 

for  every  50  gallons  of  the  mixture  had  been 

added  (fig.  6).    All  susceptible  parts  of  the 

plants  should  be  kept  well  covered  with  the 

Bordeaux  mixture.     The  first  application 

should  be  made  when  the  plants  are  pushing 

through  the  soil,  and  the  treatment  should 

be  continued  until  they  are  up;  the  second 

when  the  leaves  are  fully  expanded;  and 

the  third  just  after  blossoming,  in  order  to 

protect  the  seed  heads. 


Fig.  4. — GinseoK  root, 
showing  Altcrnaria 
root-rot. 


PHYTOPHTHORA  MILDEW  AND  ROOT-ROT.i 

Phy tophthora  mildew  and  root-rot,  which 
is  also  known  as  mildew,  Japanese  mildew. 


Fio.  5. — stems  of  ginseng, 
showing  a  velvety  brown  or 
fuzzy  appearance,  caused 
by  Altemaria  blight. 


*  A  detailed  dincusslon  of  this  disease  Is  to  be  found  in  New  York  (Cornell)  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  Bulletin  363.  Recent  work  indicates  that  a  root  rot  resembling  the 
Phytophthora  root-rot  is  caused  by  a  species  of  Fusariura  or  Ramularia.  Roots  attacked 
by  the  latter  are  softer  and  are  always  accompanied  in  the  last  stages  by  a  strong  odor. 
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and   Phytophthora   soft-rot,   affects   the   leaves,   stems,   and   roots 
of  plants  of  all   ages  and  is  very  widespread.    In  some  sections 


Fig.  6. — Sprayed  and  unsprayed  i^inseng  plants  attacked  by  Altemaria  blight.     Aside 
from  spraying,  both  beds  received  the  same  treatment. 

it  kills  from  20  to  30  per  cent  of  the 
plants. 

Symptoms  and  cause, — The  leaflets 
at  the  tops  of  affected  plants  often  droop 
at  the  tip  or  base  of  the  petiole  (fig.  7) 
in  much  the  same  way  as  those  affected 
with  Alternaria  blight,  and  the  stems 
after  a  time  become  hollow  and  some- 
what discolored.  The  leaf  blades  also 
show  characteristic  spots  of  varying 
sizes,  these  in  the  early  stages  being 
much  like  those  caused  by  Alternaria 
blight.  A  week  or  two  after  the  spots 
appear  the  centers  become  white,  but  the 
margins  remain  a  dark  water-soaked 
green  (fig.  8)  and  never  show  the  yellow- 
brown  margins  which  characterize  the 
Alternaria  spots.  The  roots,  which  may 
also  be  attacked,  show  a  semisoft  rot 
Fig.  7.— Ginseng  plant,  showing     (fig.  9)  and  in  a  short  time  become  en- 

Z^^:^''1^T'"'"^''"'    ti'-^ly    in^'«'^«d-      If    such    roots    are 

allowed  to  remain  in  the  soil  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time  various  organisms,  such  as  Fusaria  and 
bacteria,  enter  the  diseased  tissues  and  cause  them  to  become  soft,  and 
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at  this  stage  the  disease  is  often  accompanied  bv  the  disagreeable 
odor  characteristic  of  vegetable  decay. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a  fungus  *  which  is  closely  related  to  that 
causing  the  late-blight  of  potatoes,  and  in  many  respects  this  disease 
resembles  the  latter.  The  fungus  produces  two  kinds  of  spores ;  that 
is,  thin-walled  summer  spores  on  the  surface  of  the  diseased  parts, 
which  serve  to  spread  the  disease  during  the  growing  season,  and 

thick-walled  winter  spores 
in  the  tissues  of  the  plants, 
which  help  to  carry  the  fun- 
gus through  the  winter.  The 
latter,  which  seem  to  be  fa- 
vored by  an  abundance  of 
moisture,   germinate  in  the 


Fig.    8.- 


-  Leaf -spot   of   Phytophthora   mildew    on 
glnsen;^. 


rio.  9. — Root -rot  of 
frfnsong  caused  by 
Phytophtbora  mil- 
dew. 


spring,  and  during  favorable  periods  throughout  the  gi-owing  season 
produce  summer  spores.  These  spores  are  in  turn  carried  by  the  wind 
to  the  tops  of  healthy  plants  and  by  soil  water  to  the  roots.  Infection 
in  the  spring  may  start  either  in  the  root  and  spread  upward  or  in  the 
stem  and  spread  downward  to  the  root,  but  in  either  case  both  root 
and  top  may  become  diseased. 

^  Pliytophihora  cactorum  (Con.  and  Leb. )  SchrOter. 
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Control, — Since  the  summer  spores  are  produced  very  early  in 
the  spring,  the  tops  of  the  plants  should  be  protected  against 
infection.  This  can  be  done  by  spraying  with  Bordeaux  mixture 
(3-3-50) ,  as  in  the  case  of  Alternaria  blight.  To  prevent  the  disease 
from  extending  down  the  stem  into  the  roots,  the  tops  of  plants 
showing  wilting  or  drooping  should  be  removed  by  cutting  them 
off  at  the  crown.  If  the  root  is  affected  it  should  be  carefully  re- 
moved from  the  bed  and  destroyed,  and  the  soil  in  which  it  grew 
should  be  disinfected  with  formaldehyde,  1  part  to  50  parts  of  water, 
or  with  copper  sulphate,  1  pound  to  5  gallons  of  water,  these  to  be 
applied  at  the  rate  of  about  1  gallon  per  square  foot  of  soil.     As 


Pig.  10. — Ginseng  plants,  showing  Acrostalagmua  wilt  in  various  stages:   (1)  Earliest 
8tage  ;  (2)  a  week  or  ton  days  later ;  (3)  last  stage. 

abundant  moisture  favors  the  development  of  the  winter  spores,  it 
is  a  good  practice  to  tile-drain  the  land  before  making  up  the  ginseng 
beds. 

A  garden  once  infected  should  not  be  used  for  a  number  of  years, 
as  it  has  been  found  that  the  winter  spores  can  live  in  the  soil  at 
least  four  years.  Where  for  some  reason  it  is  desirable  to  use  in- 
fected land,  it  should  be  disinfected  with  either  steam  or  formalde- 
hyde (pp.  20-21),  both  of  which  have  given  good  results. 

ACROSTALAGMUS  WILT. 

Acrostalagmus  wilt  is  a  disease  of  the  older  ginseng  plants.  Dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  reports  of  its  occurrence  have  been  fewer 
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than  previously. 


Fia.  11.— Section  of  a  firlnsen};  root,  showing  a 
discolored  rlnj?  of  water-conducting  tubes, 
due  to  Acrostalai^mus  wilt. 


The  loss  which  it  causes  seldom  exceeds  5  to  10 
per  cent  of  the  crop. 

Symptoma  and  cause. — Al- 
though this  is  a  root  disease, 
the  first  symptoms  appear  in 
the  tops,  which  gradually  wilt 
Affected  plants  are  scattered 
here  and  there  in  the  bed.  At 
first,  the  leaves  become  flagged, 
and  gradually  the  entire  top 
wilts  and  dies  (fig.  10).  Ex- 
ternally the  roots  appear  to  be 
healthy,  but  if  cut  across,  a  yel- 
low zone,  extending  part  or  all 
the  way  around,  will  be  found 
(fig.  11). 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a 
fungus^    which    produces   mi- 
nute spores  on  the  roots.    The 
spores  live  in  the  soil  and  serve  to 
spread    the    pathogene    to    healthy 
roots.     These  spores 
give  rise  to  the  root- 
like threads  of  the 
fungus,  which  pene- 
trate the  healthy  gin- 
seng root  and  estab- 
lish themselves  in  the 
sap-tube  region  (fig. 
12).   They  injure  the 
sap  tubes,  causing  the 
yellow  zone  above  de- 
scribed and  bringing 
about  the  wilting  of 
the  tops. 

Control. — As  the 
older  roots  only  are 
affected,  they  should 
be  dug  and  dried,  so 
as  to  remove  the 
source  of  infection, 
and  the  soil  in  which 
a  diseased  crop  has  been  grown  should  be  disinfected  by  the  use  of 
either  formaldehvde  or  steam. 


Fig.  12. — Section  through  a  ginseng 
root,  showing  water-conducting  ves- 
sels fllled  with  threads  of  the 
fungus  causing  the  wilt.  (After  Van 
Hook.) 


Fig.  13. — Thlelavia 
rot  on  an  older 
ginseng  root. 


*  Acroatalagmua  sp. 
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THIELAVIA  ROOT-ROT. 

The  Thielavia  rootrrot  affects  plants  of  all  ages,  but  is  most  com- 
mon in  the  seedling  beds,  many  of  which  are  often  rendered  worth- 
less. Specimens  showing  this  disease  have  been  collected  from  11 
States. 

Symptoms  cmd  cause. — ^The  rotting  may  occur  on  any  portion  of 
the  roots  of  older  plants.  The  spots  have  a  grayish  black  appear- 
ance, but  do  not  penetrate  deep  into  the  root  (fig.  13).  In  the  case 
of  seedlings  the  end  of  the  taproot  and  the  fibers  are  attacked,  root 
hairs  and  many  of  the  smaller  rootlets  are  lacking,  and  instead  of 
being  long  the  taproot  frequently  becomes  knoblike  (fig.  14). 


Fig.  14. — Roots  of  seedling  ginseng  plants,  showing  the  effect  of  Thielavia  rot. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a  fimgus,*  and  its  ability  to  attack  plants 
is  favored  by  an  alkaline  condition  of  the  soil. 

Control. — Where  ginseng  is  found  in  the  natural  forest  the  soil 
is  acid,  and  since  alkaline  soil  favors  the  development  of  the  disease, 
the  grower  should  try  to  have  the  soil  of  the  ginseng  garden  of  an 
acid  reaction.  This  can  be  done  by  applying  acid  phosphate  at  the 
rate  of  1,000  to  2,000  pounds  per  acre,  the  amount  depending  on  the 
previous  treatment  of  the  beds  and  the  alkaline  condition  of  the  soil. 
It  is  likewise  obvious  that  lime,  ashes,  or  other  alkaline  fertilizers 
should  not  be  applied  to  ginseng  beds.  Before  being  sown  to  seed, 
infected  beds  should  be  treated  with  steam  or  formaldehyde. 

1  Thielavia  hanicola  (B.  and  Br.)  Zopf. 
38507''— Bull.  736—16 2 
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SCLEROTINIA  WHITE-ROT. 

Sclerotinia  white-rot  occurs  in  most  ginseng-growing  regions,  but 

has  never  been  known  to  be  epi- 
demic in  the  ginseng  garden.  It 
also  affects  lettuce,  beets,  tobacco, 
cucumbers,  and  many  other  culti- 
vated plants,  and  this  probably 
explains  its  distribution  in  ginseng 
gardens,  in  many  of  which  some 
of  these  crops  were  previously 
grown. 

Symptoms  mid  cause. — ^The  dis- 
ease may  affect  the  stem  and  root 
(fig.  15),  but  in  no  case  is  a  spot- 
ting of  the  foliage  known.  Soon 
after  the  stem  is  affected  it  loses 
its  green  color  and  becomes  hollow. 
On  the  outside  of  diseased  roots, 
and  often  within  the  hollow  of 
diseased    stems,  are   to  be    found 

Fio.  ^^'-^^'^l^^^^^l^^^^  ^^  ^^^    hard  black  bodies,  often  a  quarter 

of  an  inch  long.    These  are  resting 

bodies  of  the  causal  fungus  and  are  called  sclerotia.    The  disease  may 

start  at  any  point  in  the  root  and  gradually  work  its  way  up  through 

the  stem,  or  it  may  start  in  the  stem  and 

work  downward  toward  the  root.    When 

the  soil  is  wet  after  a  continued  rainy 

spell  the  disease  spreads  very  rapidly, 

entire  roots  sometimes  rotting  completely 

in  five  days.    The  tissue  of  diseased  roots 

becomes  soft,  cheesy,  and  brittle,  but  has 

no  bad  odor. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a  fungus^ 

which  is  characterized  by  its  hard,  black 

sclerotia,  or  resting  bodies,  varying  in 

size  from  a  pinhead  to  half  an  inch  in 

length.     The   sclerotia    remain    in    the 

soil  or  in  the  dead  tissue  during  the 

winter,  and  in  the  spring  produce  small, 

aiplike  structures  (fig.  16),  which  con-  ''"iU^-J;!:C^\J^'t::k 

tain  numerous  spores.    These  spores  are      arise  from  the  sclerotia  of  the 

carried  by  the  wind  to  the  stems,  where      '"'^^■• 

they  germinate  and  send  rootlike  threads  into  the  tissues.    The  roots 

» ^clerotiniQ  mf^rtiQnQ  Fckl, 
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may  be  infected  by  the  threadlike  growth  of  the  fungus  from  the 
sclerotia,  especially  where  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  moisture. 
Control. — Good  drainage  and  aeration  are  so  closely  connected 
with  the  growth  of  the  fungus  that  they  are  the  prime  factors  to 
be  considered  in  connection  with  the  control  of  the  disease.     The 
diseased  tops  and  roots  should  be  removed  and  the  soil  from  which 
the  latter  were  taken  should  be  disinfected  with  a  solution  of  for- 
maldehyde, 1  part  to  50  parts  water,  or  with  copper  sulphate,  1 
pound  to  10  gallons  of  water.    This  will  tend  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  the  sclerotia  in  the  soil. 

SCLEROTINIA  BLACK-ROT. 

Sclerotinia  black-rot  was  doubtless  originally  a 
disease  of  wild  ginseng.  It  also  affects  another 
common  forest  plant  known  as  false  Solomon's- 
seal,^  and  without  question  is  often  introduced  into 


Fio.  17.— Sclerotinia 
black-rot,  showing 
ginseng  root  and 
bud  affected  the 
first  year.  The 
surface  is  black, 
but  the  root  is 
plump  and  firm. 


Fig.  18. — Sclerotinia  black-rot  of  ginseng.  Sections  through 
root  and  bud,  showing  coal-black  margins  the  first  year. 
A,  A  healthy  root ;  B  and  C,  diseased. 


ginseng  gardens  through  the  forest  soil  used  by  many  growers  in 
making  up  their  ginseng  beds. 

Symptoms  and  cause, — This  disease  affects  the  roots  only  and  is 
distinctly  a  winter  disease  in  that  it  makes  no  progress  during  the 
growing  season.  The  most  striking  sign  of  the  presence  of  this  dis- 
ease in  a  garden  is  the  faihire  of  plants  to  come  up  in  certain  spots 
or  areas  in  the  beds.  On  digging  into  such  spots  the  black  mummy- 
like roots  will  all  be  found  in  place.     Frequently  two  winters  pass 


>  Fmilacina  racemoaa. 
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before  the  root  is  finally  destroyed.    During  the  first  season  after  the 
root  is  affected  it  remains  plump  and  firm,  but  the  outer  surface 

becomes  coal  black  (fig.  17),  while  during 
the  second  year  it  becomes  black  through- 
out, shrinks,  and  finally  decays.  A  section 
through  an  affected  root  during  the  first 
year  will  show  the  coal-black  outer  rind 
(fig.  18). 
This  disease  is  caused  by  a  soil  fungus.^ 
In  the  autumn,  small  black  enlargements, 
sclerotia  (fig.  19), are  formed, and  these  pro- 
duce mycelia  or  threadlike  growths  on  the 
outer  tissues  of  the  root,  which  grow 
through  the  soil  and  infect  surrounding 
healthy  plants.  Cuplike  bodies  (fig.  19)  are 
also  produced,  and  these  bear  spores  which 
are  washed  into  the  soil  by  rains  and  infect 
the  healthy  roots. 

Control. — All  the  black  roots  in  a  dis- 
eased area  should  be  removed  and  destroyed 
and  the  soil  thoroughly  disinfected  with  a 
solution  of  formaldehyde,  1  part  to  50  parts 
water. 


Fig.  id. — Sclerotlnia  black-rot, 
showing  c  u  p  1 1  k  e  bodies 
formed  the  second  season 
on  an  affected  glnaeng  root. 


DAMPING-OFF  OF  SEEDLINGS. 


Damping-off  is  the  name  applied  to  some 
diseases  of  seedlings  caused  by  certain  or- 
ganisms that  live  in  the  soil  and  are  especially  favored  by  excessive 
moisture  and  lack  of  aeration. 
Symptoms    and    cause. — 
The  stems  of  affected  plants 
become  soft  and  rot  at  the 
surface  of  the  soil  and  the 
tops  drop  over  ( fig.  20 ) .    The 
common    damping-off    fun- 
gus 2  and  the  "  sterile  "  fun- 
gus Rhizoctonia  have  been 
found  associated  with  these 

diseases,      and      occasionally     Pxa.  20.-Ginseng  seedlings  affected  with  damping- 
the     mildew     fungus  *     pro-  off.    Note  the  sharp  angle  where  they  bend  over. 

duces  the  effects  described.       <""*"  ^^  °~''-' 


'  ScleroUnia  smilacina  Dur.=«;Rf.  panacis  Rnnkln. 

■  Pythium  deharyanum  Hesse. 

^  Phytophthora  cactorum  (Con.  and  Leb.)  SchrOter. 
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Control. — Good  drainage  and  aeration  are  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  raising  seedlings;  consequently,  tile  drainage  is  recom- 
mended. Damping-off  caused  by  Rhizoctonia  has  been  checked  by 
sprinkling  clean  sand  on  the  surface  of  the  bed  to  a  depth  of  one- 
fourth  to  one-eighth  of  an  inch.    Where  the  garden  is  small  and  it  is 


Fig.  21. — Adjacent  frlnseng  seedling  beds,  showing  the  effect  of  formnldehyde  treat- 
ment :  At  Not  treated ;  B,  treated  with  formaldehyde  solution  before  planting. 

possible  to  do  so,  it  is  well  to  sprinkle  it  witli  sand  several  times 
during  the  growing  season.  When  the  seedlings  are  planted  in  drills 
the  loosening  of  the  soil  after  rains  is  very  helpful.  Before  seed  is 
planted  in  beds  in  which  ginseng  has  been  grown  the  soil  should  be 
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disinfected  with  a  solution  of  formaldehyde,  1  part  to  50  parts  water. 
This  should  be  done  a  week  or  ten  days  prior  to  planting,  according 
to  the  specific  directions  given  on  page  21.  Excellent  results  have 
been  obtained  by  such  disinfection  (fig.  21,  A  and  B).  When  damp- 
ing-off  spots  appear  in  a  bed  of  seedlings  its  spread  may  be  checked 
by  drenching  the  infected  portions  of  the  bed  with  a  solution  of 
formaldehyde,  1  part  to  100  parts  of  water.  Steaming  is  also  very 
effective. 

PAPERY  LEAF-SPOT. 

Papery  leaf-spot  is  common  during  dry  seasons.  It  is  not  of  a 
parasitic  nature,  and  consequently  never  spreads  from  plant  to  plant. 

Usually  only  a  few 
plants  in  certain 
places  in  the  garden 
show  the  trouble. 

Symptomg  and 
cause. — ^The  disease  is 
characterized  by  the 
spotting  of  the  leaves 
(fig.  22) ,  the  spots  ap- 
pearing between  the 
veins  or  along  the 
margins.  The  spots- 
are  transparent,  often 
have  a  yellowish  tint, 
vary  from  small  and 
circular  to  large  and 

YiQ,  22.— Leaves  of  ginseng  affected  with  papery  leaf-spot     Qblonff    Or    irregular 

and  are  of  a  papery  texture,  the  last  portion  to  become  affected  being 
the  large  veins  and  the  midrib.  The  spots  produced  by  this  disease 
differ  from  other  spots  in  that  they  are  more  transparent  w^hen 
examined  against  the  light. 

The  trouble  is  caused  by  an  insufficient  supply  of  water,  and  this 
may  be  brought  about  by  various  causes,  such  as  lack  of  rainfall  and 
consequent  lack  of  moisture  for  the  plants;  large  roots  of  trees 
within  the  beds,  which  exhaust  the  water  supply;  insufficient  shade 
and  consequent  rapid  drying  out  of  the  moisture;  excessive  use  of 
nitrate  of  soda ;  and,  as  a  result  of  fungi  or  unfavorable  conditions, 
a  lack  of  fine  root  hairs  to  take  up  the  moisture  from  the  soil.  Under 
the  conditions  last  mentioned  the  papery  leaf-spot  may  occur  in  beds 
which  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  moisture. 
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Control. — The  only  remedy  that  can  be  suggested,  as  indicated  by 
the  foregoing,  is  the  correction  of  unfavorable  conditions.  To  this 
end  tile  drainage  should  be  used,  as  it  equalizes  the  moisture  and  pro- 
tects the  plants  in  dry  seasons.  Beds  should  not  be  made  near  large 
trees,  and  the  plants  should  be  kept  in  a  healthy  condition  in 'order 
that  they  may  have  a  large  number  of  feeding  roots  for  the  absorp- 
tion of  water. 

SPRAY  INJURY. 

Spray  injury  results  from  the  use  of  spray  mixtures,  as  the  term 
indicates.  Injury  from  spraying  is  seldom  very  severe,  but  attention 
is  called  to  it  so  that  it  may  not  be  mistaken  for  a  disease. 

Symptoms  and  cause. — The  symptoms  of  spray  injury  depend  on 
the  mixture  or  solution  used.  Those  which  have  heretofore  caused 
injury  are  Bordeaux  mixture  and  lime-sulphur.  When  an  applica- 
tion of  the  former  is  followed  immediately  by  cold  weather  it  will 
often  cause  a  browning  and  then  a  shriveling  of  the  edges  of  the 
leaves,  or  even  the  death  of  the  tender  yoimg  tops  and  stems,  and  on 
the  older  leaves  small,  circular  brownish  spots.  When  applied  in 
early  spring  lime-sulphur  causes  a  stunting  of  the  entire  plant,  while 
the  edges  of  the  leaves  may  also  show  symptoms  similar  to  those 
caused  by  Bordeaux  mixture. 

The  foliage  of  ginseng  seems  to  be  particularly  subject  to  injury 
from  lime-sulphur,  but  the  reason  for  this  is  unknown.  In  the  case 
of  Bordeaux  mixture  the  cause  of  injury  is  improper  preparation,  too 
small  a  supply  of  lime  in  the  mixture  being  the  usual  source  of  the 
trouble. 

Control, — ^Lime-sulphur  should  not  be  used  for  spraying  ginseng, 
and  in  preparing  Bordeaux  mixture  care  should  be  taken  to  use  a 
high  grade  of  lime  and  enough  lime  milk  (not  the  clear  lime  water) 
to  combine  with  all  the  soluble  copper.     (See  p.  19.) 

RUST. 

Symptoms  and  cause, — Rust  attacks  the  roots,  causing  them  to 
appear  rusty  or  copper  colored^  but  never  attacks  the  tops.  The  dis- 
ease occurs  on  plants  of  all  ages,  but  affected  plants  usually  reach 
maturity. 

All  efforts  to  find  a  definite  organism  associated  with  the  disease 
have  failed.  Doubtless  several  of  the  root  rots  (especially  those 
caused  by  Altefnaria  panax  and  Thielavia  hasicola)  are  commonly 
included,  with  other  brown  rots  and  rusty  discolorations  of  the  roots, 
under  this>name  "  rust." 

Contrdl.'^Tio  satisfactory  way  of  controlling  rust  has  been  worked 
out,  but  one  of  the  writers  obtained  good  results  from  sterilizing  the 
soil  with  steam. 
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NEMATODE  ROOT-GALL. 

The  nematode  gall  is  a  root  trouble,  but  in  rare  instances  the  stems 
also  show  the  galls.  The  disease  has  been  reported  from  all  the 
ginseng-growing  sections. 

Symptoms  and  cause. — ^The  severity  of  the  disease  may  vary,  but 
the  grower  should  have  no  trouble  in  recognizing  it  by  the  nodules 
or  swellings  found  on  the  fibers  and  smaller  rootlets  (fig.  23)  and 

sometimes  on  the 
main  root.  After  a 
time  these  swellings, 
or  galls,  as  they  are 
sometimes  called* 
turn  brown,  become 
water  -  soaked,  and 
finally  decay. 

This  disease  is 
caused  not  by  a  fim- 
gus,  but  by  a  minute 
para  s  i  t  i  c  eel worm,^ 
which  also  causes  root 
galls  on  many  common 
weeds  and  cultivated 
plants.  This  parasite 
lives  in  the  soil,  where 
it  comes  in  contact 
with  and  penetrates 
the  tender  tissues  of 
the  root,  and  by  stim- 
ulating the  root  tis- 
sues produces  the 
galls.  It  lays  its  eggs 
within  the  tissues  of 
the  root  or  in  the  soil, 
and  here  they  hatch 
and  produce  another 
generation  of  worms. 
A  number  of  generations  may  be  produced  in  a  single  summer.  The 
worms  pass  the  winter  as  larvae,  either  in  the  soil  or  in  the  root. 

Control. — It  has  been  suggested  that  a  rotation  with  goldenseal 
would  rid  the  soil  of  nematodes,  but  the  work  of  one  of  the  writers 
has  shown  that  this  plant  also  is  attacked  by  the  parasite.  In  view 
of  this  fact,  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  suggested  here  is  the  sterili- 

^  Ilctcroderu  radicicola  (Greef)  Mtlller. 


Fici.  23. — Gfuscng  roots,  showing  nematode  galls. 
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zation  of  the  soil  with  steam.  Soil  treatment  with  formaldehyde 
has  not  proved  effective.  To  prevent  the  infection  of  healthy  roots 
care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  the  transfer  of  infested  soil  or  diseased 
roots  from  one  bed  to  another.  As  the  worms  are  usually  brought 
into  clean  gardens  in  the  roots  of  nursery  stock,  great  care  should  be 
taken  in  selecting  healthy  roots. 


h\Q.  24. — Ginseng  bed,  showing  plants  kille<1  by  lightning  around  a  post  which  also 

was  damaged. 

LIGHTNING  INJURY. 

Recently  one  of  the  writers  observed  a  striking  case  of  injury  from 
lightning  in  a  ginseng  garden  in  Wisconsin  (fig.  24).  All  the  plants 
in  a  circular  area  a  rod  in  diameter  were  killed  or  injured,  the  tops 
turning  brown,  wilting,  and  dying.  In  many  cases  the  fibrous  roots 
were  completely  stripped  from  the  main  root.  Only  10  per  cent  of 
the  roots  developed  tops  the  following  season,  and  these  appeared  to 
be  weak  and  sickly.  However,  injury  to  ginseng  from  lightning 
seems  to  be  rare,  the  dying  of  plants  in  circular  areas  in  the  beds 
being  due  usually  to  some  fungous  disease. 
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RELATION  OF  FERTILIZERS  TO  DISEASE. 

Lime  and  wood  ashea.^ — From  the  natural  acid  character  of  the 
forest  soil  it  would  appear  that  lime  or  wood  ashes  are  of  doubtful 
value  to  ginseng  grown  under  cultivation.  It  was  found  that  wher- 
ever lime  was  used,  especially  on  seedling  beds,  injury  followed. 
This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  an  alkaline  soil  favors  the  development 
of  the  Thielavia  fungus,  and  in  view  of  this  the  use  of  lime  or  ashes 
on  ginseng  beds  should  be  avoided. 


Fig.  25. — Ginseng  leaves  showing  injury  caused  by  an  excess  of  nitrogenous  fertilizers. 

Acid  phosphate, — The  effect  of  acid  phosphate  is  entirely  opposite 
to  that  of  lime.  Many  growers  make  a  practice  of  applying  acid 
phosphate  each  fall  before  putting  on  the  mulch.  From  1,000  to 
2,000  pounds  per  acre  have  given  good  results,  but  the  quantity  that 
should  be  applied  varies  according  to  the  condition  of  the  soil. 

Nitrogenous  fertilizers, — Fertilizers  containing  nitrogen  are  of 
value  when  not  used  to  excess.  A  heavy  application  of  nitrate  of 
soda  or  of  barnj^ard  manure  may  cause  injury  to  the  leaf  (fig.  25). 
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SPRAYING. 

Spraying  is  the  application  of  substances  in  water  to  the  surface 
of  the  plant  to  protect  it  from  the  attacks  of  parasitic  fungi  or 
insects.  It  is  not  a  cure,  nor  can  it  be  used  to  protect  the  portions  of 
the  plant  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

Bordeaux  mixture. — ^Bordeaux  mixture,  either  homemade  or  com- 
mercial, has  been  found  to  be  the  most  reliable  spray  for  ginseng. 
The  homemade  Bordeaux  mixture  is  made  of  copper  sulphate  (blue 
vitriol)  and  good  hydrated  or  stone  lime.  The  strength  recommended 
for  use  in  spraying  ginseng  is  3-3-50;  that  is,  3  pounds  of  copper 
sulphate,  3  pounds  of  stone  lime,  and  50  gallons  of  water.  To  pre- 
pare such  a  solution,  dissolve  6  pounds  of  copper  sulphate  in  50 
gallons  of  water  by  suspending  the  crystals  in  a  sack  just  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  water,  slake  6  pounds  of  stone  lime  with  hot 
water,  and  when  completely  slaked  add  enough  water  to  make  50 
gallons  of  lime  milk.  When  ready  to  spray,  mix  equal  parts  of  the 
two  solutions,  taking  care  to  stir  both.  Never  pour  the  two  solutions 
together  until  ready  to  apply.  To  remove  particles  that  might  clog 
the  nozzle,  it  is  well  to  strain  the  mixture  as  it  goes  into  the  sprayer. 
An  insecticide,  such  as  arsenate  of  lead,  2  poimds  to  50  gallons  of 
Bordeaux  mixture,  may  be  added  to  this  mixture. 

Before  applying  Bordeaux  mixture  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
use  Ume  enough  to  act  on  all  the  blue  vitriol.  This  may  be  deter- 
mined by  what  is  known  as  the  ferrocyanid  test.  An  ounce  of  the 
yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  water.  When 
placed  in  a  bottle  this  will  keep  indefinitely.  Lime  should  be  added 
to  the  copper-sulphate  solution  until  the  prussiate  of  potash  will  not 
turn  brown  when  dropped  from  the  bottle  into  the  mixture.  Then 
add  an.  extra  gallon  or  so  of  the  lime  milk.  A  slight  excess  of  the 
lime  will  do  no  harm  and  will  insure  against  spray  injury  from 
free  copper. 

Spraying  should  be  begun  as  soon  as  the  plants  come  up,  but 
applications  just  before  freezing  should  be  avoided.  The  frequency 
of  applications  depends  on  the  growth  of  the  plants  and  on  the 
disease  for  which  they  are  being  sprayed.  All  growing  parts  of 
the  plant  as  they  become  exposed  should  be  covered  with  the  spray. 
The  spray  should  be  applied  just  preceding  rains,  as  the  fungus 
spores  germinate  and  infect  the  plants  during  rains.  The  plants 
should  not  be  sprayed  when  in  blossom,  as  spraying  has  a  tendency 
to  prevent  the  setting  of  the  berries.  Leaves,  stems,  and  seed  heads 
should  be  completely  covered  on  all  sides  with  the  spray.  Thorough 
work  can  best  be  done  with  a  nozzle  which  gives  a  fine  mist  and  with 
a  pressure  of  not  less  than  50  pounds,  or,  better,  100  to  150  pounds. 
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Lime'suiphur. — ^Little  success  has  followed  the  use  of  lime-sulphur 
for  ginseng  diseases.  If  used  at  all,  it  should  not  be  applied  during 
the  early  stages  of  the  growth  of  the  plants. 

SOIL  DISINFECTION. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  disease-producing  organisms  grad- 
ually accumulate  in  the  soil,  diseases  are  more  prevalent  in  soils  on 
which  ginseng  has  previously  been  grown.  Before  using  a  soil  in 
which  this  crop  has  been  grown  it  should  be  sterilized  with  steam 


Fig.  26. — Inverted  pan  for  stcriUzing  the  soil  with  steam. 

or  disinfected  with  formaldehyde,  so  as  to  destroy  as  many  of  the 
disease  organisms  as  possible. 

Steam  sterilization. — ^The  steaming  should  be  done  very  early  in 
the  spring  or  in  the  fall.  In  addition  to  killing  the  fungi  it  also  kills 
to  a  large  extent  the  weed  seeds.  The  labor  of  weeding  thus  saved  is 
enough  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  treatment.  It  also  changes  the 
physical  texture  of  the  soil,  making  it  more  suitable  for  root  de- 
velopment, and  considerable  plant  food  is  made  directly  available 
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to  the  plant.  As  stated  in  Bulletin  No.  250  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  the  inverted-pan  method  (fig.  26)  devised  by  Mr.  A.  D. 
Shamel,  of  this  bureau,^  appears  to  be  the  most  practicable  for  gin- 
seng beds.  "The  apparatus  for  ginseng  beds  of  the  usual  width 
should  consist  of  a  galvanized-iron  pan,  4  by  10  feet  and  6  inches 
deep,  which  is  inverted  over  the  soil  to  be  sterilized,  the  steam  being 
admitted  through  a  steam  hose  connection  in  the  end  or  side  of  the 
pan.  The  sharp  edges  of  the  pan  which  are  forced  down  into  the  soil 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  steam.  The  pan  is  fitted  with  handles  for 
moving  and  should  weigh  not  more  than  400  pounds.  The  soil  is 
prepared  as  for  planting.  All  fertilizers  are  applied  and  worked  in 
as  desired.  A  few  potatoes  are  buried  at  a  depth  of  about  a  foot,  to 
gauge  the  degree  of  heat  attained.  These  should  be  cooked  when 
sterilization  is  completed.  The  steam  should  be  kept  at  as  high  a 
pressure  as  possible,  80  to  100  pounds."  The  treatment  should  be 
continued  for  20  minutes  to  1  hour,  depending  on  the  pressure  of 
the  steam  and  the  character  of  the  soil. 

Formaldehyde  disinfection. — Formaldehyde  has  been  used  again 
and  again  by  various  growers  with  very  good  results  (see  fig.  21). 
The  treatment  should  be  undertaken  in  the  autumn,  but  in  some  cases 
it  may  be  given  in  the  spring.  All  the  roots  should  be  removed  from 
the  beds  and  the  soil  thoroughly  worked  up.  The  formaldehyde  (40 
per  cent  solution)  is  diluted  and  is  applied  by  one  man  with  a  hose  or 
a  large  watering  pot,  while  another  man  spades  over  the  soil.  The 
soil  should  be  as  dry  as  possible,  but  if  wet  the  proportion  of  water 
should  be  reduced  accordingly.  The  grower  should  first  test  how 
much  water  each  square  foot  of  soil  will  hold,  and  then  dilute  the 
formaMehyde  so  that  1  gallon  of  the  strong  or  40  per  cent  solution 
will  b#  distributed  over  50  square  feet  of  soil.  The  soil  should  not 
be  woiied  after  treatment  until  the  excess  of  water  is  well  drained 
off.  As  soon  as  it  will  work  without  puddling  it  should  be  again 
thrown  up  loosely,  to  permit  the  evaporation  of  the  formaldehyde. 
Ten  days  to  two  weeks  after  treatment,  several  respadings  having 
been  made,  the  beds  should  be  in  condition  for  planting. 

DRAINAGE  OF  GINSENG  BEDS.' 

Artificial  drainage  is  a  necessity  in  the  ginseng  bed,  not  only  from 
the  standpoint  of  culture,  but  also  as  regards  diseases,  which,  as  has 
been  shown,  are  favored  by  excess  of  water  in  the  soil.    In  the  re- 

1  One  of  the  writers  has  added  an  attachment  to  the  steam-Inlet  tnbe  In  the  form  of  a 
wing  steam  distributor^  and  by  means  of  this  device  there  is  a  uniform  distribution  of  the 
steam  to  all  parts  of  the  pan. 

>For  detailed  information  regarding  tile  drainage,  see  Farmers'  Bulletin  524,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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moval  of  such  water  good  results  have  been  obtained  from  the  use 
of  draintile  in  the  ginseng  bed.  It  is  impossible  to  give  definite  di- 
rections for  a  system  of  drainage,  as  the  amount  necessary  varies 
with  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  rainfall.  Generally  speaking, 
3-inch  tiles  should  be  placed  6  to  8  feet  apart  and  3  to  4  feet  deep  in 
sand  and  gravel  and  1|  to  2  feet  deep  in  clay. 
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THE  CWVESi  LEAFHOPPER'  AND  ITS  CONTROL  IN 
THE  CENTRAL  STATES. 

By  Edmund  H.  Gibson, 
ScientifiG  Aasistanty  Cereal  and  Forage  Insect  Investigations. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  control  of  the  injurious  clover  leafhopper  (fig.  1)  is  a  com- 
paratively simple  task  to  one  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  insect. 


•^^  * 


Pio.  1. — The  clover  leafhopper  (AgalJia  eangninolenta)  :  a.  Adult;  h,  nymph,  side  view; 
c,  nymph,  dorsal  view ;  d,  face ;  e,  elytron ;  f,  female  genitalia ;  g,  male  genitalia.  All 
enlarged.     (After  Osbom  and  Ball.) 

The  injuries  caused  by  this  insect,  as  is  the  case  with  many  other 
leafhoppers,  are  often  overlooked  because  of  the  minute  size  of  the 
pest,  and  the  apparent  injury  is  too  frequently  attributed  to  such 
causes  as  poor  soil  and'climatic  conditions. 

^  Agallia  amtfftiinolenta  Prov. ;  suborder  Homoptora,  family  Bythoscopidae. 
Note. — It  Is  the  purpose  of  this  bulletin  to  set  forth  such  facts  as  will  familiarize  the 
farmer  with  the  various  stages  in  the  development  of  the  clover  leafhopper,  its  habits,  and 
mmle  of  iittack,  together  with  detailed  information  as  to  the  control  of  outbreaks  in  alfalfa 
snd  clover  fl«lds. 

SSSOS**— Bull.  737—16 
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IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  DAMAGE. 

Each  year  this  leafhopper,  by  lessening  the  vitality  of  its  food 
plants,  occasions  more  or  less  damage  over  its  entire  range  of  dis- 
tribution, causing  a  positive,  although  not  easily  estimated,  decrease 
in  the  clover  and  alfalfa  hay  crops  of  the  country.  Continued  at- 
tacks often  result  in  the  loss  of  a  considerable  percentage  of  a  single 
cutting;  especially  is  this  true  in  some  of  the  central  States.  The 
leafhopper  causes  the  greatest  damage  during  the  spring  and  early 
summer  months,  as  the  foliage  is  then  most  succulent  and  the  tissues 
very  tender,  enabling  even  the  immature  leaf  hoppers  readily  to  pierce 
the  skin  of  leaf  and  stem  and  suck  the  juices.  The  incessant  drain 
from  concentrated  attacks  causes  the  clover  plants  to  wither,  and 


PlQ.  2. — A  spot  in  an  alfnlfa  field  showing  tlie  Bpindling  growth  of  the  plants,  caused  by 
continued  attacks  of  leaf  hoppers.      (Original.) 

although  they  may  not  die,  the  new  growth  which  is  put  forth  is  very 
apt  to  be  thin  and  spindling  (fig.  2).  With  alfalfa  it  is  the  first  two 
crops  which  appear  to  suffer  most.  The  drain  upon  alfalfa  plants 
does  not  show  as  markedly  as  with  clover,  especially  during  a 
drought,  since  the  alfalfa  roots  go  deeper  into  the  ground  and  the 
plant  is  better  able  to  withstand  adverse  conditions. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INSECT  CAUSING  THE  DAMAGE. 

In  many  localities  these  leafhoppers  are  commonly  known  as 
"  flies,"  but  in  reality  they  resemble  flies  only  in  having  wings,  and 
because  they  are  about  the  size  of  many  small  flies  seen  in  the  fields. 
The  adult  or  parent  insects  (fig.  1,  a)  are  light  gray  in  color,  but 
have  numerous  dark  markings  which  give  them  a  mottled  appearance. 
They  are  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  length  and  half  as  wide. 
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The  face  (fig.  1,  d)  is  triangular  and  is  marked  with  short  black 
lines.  The  two  small,  round,  dark  spots  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
head  distinguish  the  clover  leafhopper  from  many  others  frequently 
observed  in  alfalfa  and  clover  fields.  The  nymphs,  or  young,  re- 
semble the  adults  in  form  but  lack  wings.  In  color  they  are  creamy 
white  with  heavy  dark  spots  and  bands.  The  eggs  are  white  and 
very  small.  To  the  farmer,  leafhoppers  will  be  distinguished  from 
other  insects  not  so  much  by  their  form  and  markings  as  by  their 
habit  of  jumping,  their  quick  movements^  and  their  minute  size. 
The  manner  in  which  they  jump  from  plant  to  plant  is  much  like 
that  of  grasshoppers.  '^ 

WHERE  THE  LEAFHOPPER  OCCURS. 

The  clover  leafhopper  is  distributed  generally  throughout  the 
United  States,  records  showing  its  occurrence  in  every  section  of 
the  country.    Its  range  also  includes  southern  Canada  and  Mexico. 

THE  INJURY,  AND  HOW  IT  IS  PRODUCED. 

The  primary  injury  is  produced  by  the  direct  feeding  of  the  leaf- 
hoppers.  The  single  tiny  feeding  puncture  is  itself  inconsequential, 
and  injury  results  only  when  a  great  number  of  leafhoppers  attack 
the  same  plant.  As  many  as  600  have  been  counted  upon  one  plant. 
The  early  stages  of  injury  are  indicated  by  a  yellowing  of  the  tissue 
around  the  feeding  punctures.  These  spots  gradually  enlarge  and 
become  more  pronounced,  and  the  plants  take  on  a  sickly  condition 
which  results  in  the  curling  up  of  the  leaflets  and  the  final  wilting 
of  the  foliage.  The  leafhoppers  have  been  noted  to  puncture  the 
flower  buds  and  petals,  and  in  this  way  to  cause  a  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  seed  produced.  Upon  grains,  grasses,  and  grasslike 
plants  most  of  the  feeding  is  done  along  the  midribs  of  the  blades, 
causing  the  latter  to  shrivel. 

A  second  form  of  injury  is  produced  by  the  forcing  of  the  eggs 
into  the  stem  and  leaf  tissue  by  the  adult  female.  This  causes  a 
distortion  of  the  surrounding  tissue  and  often  results  in  a  gall-like 
formation. 

PLANTS  ATTACKED. 

The  principal  plants  attacked  are  those  of  the  bean  family,  includ- 
ing alfalfa,  clover,  cowpea,  and  vetch ;  although  the  species  is  com- 
mon in  meadow  and  pasture  lands  and  feeds  on  a  number  of  culti- 
vated as  well  as  native  grasses.  Adults  have  been  captured  in  wheat, 
rye,  and  barley  fields,  but  in  all  probability  they  migrated  there 
from  near-by  grasslands  or  clover  fields.  The  frequent  occurrence 
of  this  leafhopper  in  wheat  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States 
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is  very  probably  due  to  the  practice  of  planting  wheat  before  the 
clover  comes  up  in  the  spring.  In  som<r  of  the  western  States  it 
has  at  times  been  considered  a  pest  to  sugar-beet  plants. 

As  plants  of  one  family  constitute  the  principal  food  plants  of 
thi^  leafhopper,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  it  has  not  the  power  of 
readily  adapting  itself  to  changes  of  food  plants.  The  fact  that 
the  clover  leafhopper  occurs  in  grass  and  pasture  lands  and  also 
feeds  upon  gr^in  plants  in  the  absence  of  clover  or  alfalfa  during 
the  winter  and  spring  merely  indicates  that  when  its  favorite  plants 
are  not  obtainable  it  is  forced  to  seek  food  elsewhere. 

STAGES  AND  LIFE  CtCLE  OF  THE  LEAFHOPPER. 

There  are  three  general  stages  in  the  development  and  growth  of 
all  leafhoppers,  namely,  egg,  nymph  or  immature  stage,  and  adult. 
The  adult  female  places  her  eggs  in  stems  and  leaves,  tiiese  hatching 
in  from  5  to  12  days  during  the  summer  months  in  the  latitude  of 
southern  Illinois.  The  nymphs  develop  and  increase  in  size  by 
shedding  their  skins  through  a  series  of  five  molts,  becoming  adults 
after  the  last  molt.  The  n^i^nphal  stage  in  the  same  latitude  ranges 
from  18  to  35  days,  with  an  average  of  25  days. 

NUMBER  OF  GENERATIONS  IN  A  YEAR, 

The  number  of  generations  of  the  leafhopper  produced  annually 
in  a  given  locality  varies  from  year  to  year,  depending  on  weather 
conditions,  and  it  also  varies  in  different  latitudes  and  climates. 
For  southern  Missouri  and-  northern  -  Arkansas  there  are  usually 
three  distinct  broods,  covering  approximately  (1)  April  and  May, 
(2)  June  and  July,  and  (3)  Augus^  and  September.  Farther  south 
or  under  subtropical  conditions  it  is  probable  that  there  are  four 
or  more. 

HOW  THE  LEAFHOPPER  PASSES  THE  WINTER. 

In  the  Northern  States  the  clover  leafhopper  hibernates  in  the 
adult  stage,  at  the  base  of  clumps  of  grass  and  weeds  and  under  dried 
leaves  and  trash.  Throughout  the  Central  and  Southern  States  it 
could  hardly  be  said  to  hibernate;  instead,  the  adults  merely  keep 
in  hiding  and  under  cover  during  cold  weather,  coming  out  on  warm 
days  to  bask  in  the  sun  and  feed  upon  such  green  foliage  as  can  be 
found.  In  Missouri,  for  example,  the  adult  insects  have  been  observed 
feeding  upon  wheat  during  January  and  February,  but  not  in  any 
abundance.  Nymphs  can  not  long  survive  cold  weather,  and  it  is  not 
probable  that  eggs  survive  over  winter.  In  the  extreme  Southwest, 
where  conditions  are  radically  different,  the  leafhopper  is  active 
throughout  the  entire  year. 
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HABITS  OF  THE  ADULT  AND  YOUNG  LEAFHOPPERS. 

The  adults  are  quick  of  movement  and  jump  from  plant  to  plant 
when  disturbed.  When  strong  winds  prevail  they  remain  in  hiding, 
as  they  seem  to  dislike  windy  weather.  Their  most  characteristic 
habit  is  that  of  congregating  in  great  numbers  on  one  plant,  fre- 
quently to  such  an  extent  that  they  crowd  one  another.  This  is  what 
causes  the  concentrated  attacks  in  "spots"  throughout  a  field.  The 
clover  leafhopper  does  not  seem  to  seek  shady  or  damp  places,  rather 
preferring  the  heat  of  the  midday  sun. 

The  nymphs  are  much  less  active  than  the  adults  and  are  not  easily 
disturbed.  When  one  brushes  against  the  plants  they  cling  fast  to  the 
stems  and  leaves  instead  of  jumping  to  another  plant.  Like  the 
adults,  they  have  the  habit  of  crowding  together  along  a  stem  or  upon 
a  leaf. 

ENEMIES  OF  THE  LEAFHOPPER. 

The  insect  enemies  of  the  clover  leafhopper  seem  to  be  few.  Birds 
appear  to  be  the  most  important  enemies,  and  among  the  common 
species  known  to  eat  various  species  of  leafhoppers  in  numbers  are  the 
nuthatches,  yellow  warbler,  blue-headed  vireo,  long-billed  marsh 
wren,  nighthawk,  phoebe,  tree  swallow,  cliff  swallow,  bank  swallow, 
and  chickadee.  In  addition  to  these,  over  a  hundred  species  of  wild 
birds  are  known  to  feed  upon  leafhoppers.  These  birds  should 
receive  protection  at  the  hands  of  the  farmer.  Chickens,  turkeys,  and 
guinea  fowl,  when  allowed  to  run  in  the  clover  and  alfalfa  fields,  eat 
great  numbers  of  both  nymphs  and  adults.  Many  adults  have  been 
observed  in  spider  webs,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  in  their  jumping 
from  plant  to  plant  numbers  are  caught  in  the  webs. 

CONTROL  OF  THE  LEAFHOPPER. 

BURNING  OF  RUBBISH  AND  WASTE  VEGETATION. 

The  burning  of  rubbish  and  vegetation  during  the  winter  months 
in  waste  places  such  as  on  ditch  banks,  on  terraces  used  in  certain  sec- 
tions  for  the  prevention  of  erosion,  and  along  fence  rows  and  road- 
sides will  do  much  to  prevent  the  species  from  becoming  destructive 
the  following  spring  and  summer,  for  if  this  is  done,  their  winter 
quarters  will  be  destroyed  and  great  numbers  of  the  leafhoppers,  as 
well  as  many  other  hibernating  insects,  will  be  killed. 

CLOSE  CUTTING  OR  PASTURING  OF  GRASSLANDS;  EARLY  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA. 

Close  cutting  or  pasturing  of  grasslands  is  recommended  while 
the  leafhopper  is  in  the  adult  stage.  Cutting  the  alfalfa  crop  from  a 
week  to  ten  days  earlier  than  usual  will  often  have  the  desired  effect 
of  checking  the  species,  and  is  advised  where  there  is  evidence  that 
the  leafhoppers  are  causing  sufficient  injury  to  justify  the  risk  of 
damage  through  premature  cutting. 
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For  direct  control  the  hopperdozer  is  recommended.  Any  hopper- 
dozer  which  has  been  constructed  to  capture  grasshoppers  will  suffice, 
but  a  much  lighter  and  less  expensive  one  can  be  made  by  stretching 
canvas  over  a  light  wooden  frame.  The  diagram,  figure  3,  shows 
how  it  can  be  made.  It  is  of  such  light  wei^t  that  in  pulling  it  over 
alfalfa  and  clover  the  plants  are  not  injured.  In  pulling  this  hop- 
perdozer through  fields  which  are  free  from  stones  runners  will  not 
be  necessary.  It  is  drawn  by  two  horses,  one  hitched  at  either  end 
of  the  two-by-four,  and  is  dragged  over  the  crop,  covering  as  much 
acreage  in  the  same  length  of  time  as  is  gone  over  by  a  cutting  or 
mowing  machine.  Figures  4  and  f^show  the  front  and  back  of  the 
hopperdozer  ready  to  be  drawn  tiEirough  an  alfalfa  field.     It  is  to 


Fig.  3.- 


-Constructlon  of  frame  of  hopperdozer  for  destruction  of  leaf  hoppers,  over  which 
canvas  is  stretched.     (Orlji^lnal.) 


be  regretted  that  in  figure  4  the  bottom  of  the  hopperdozer  is  not 
visible.  Heavy  canvas  is  stretched  and  tacked  or  nailed  over  the 
inside  of  the  frame,  covering  bottom,  back,  and  sides. 

Over  the  canvas,  on  the  inside,  is  applied  a  tKin  coat  of  a  sticky 
substance  made  of  tree  tanglefoot  which  has  beetf4h*inifed  with  a 
cheap  commercial  grade  of  castor  oil  at'the  rate"  of"tl  pojjttd  of 
tanglefoot  to  one- fourth  pint  of  castor  oil.  This  can  be  spi^aicTon  the 
canvas  with  a  paddle  or  shingle?^  The  leafhoppei*s  and\)ther  insects 
alighting  on  the  sticky  surface  are  hel^  fast*  .T-hese  insects,  together 
with  dried  leaves  which  will  adhere  to  the  canvas,  can  be  scraped 
off  whenever  necessary  and  another  coating  of  tanglefoot  applied. 
One  coating  should  be  sufficient  for  5  acres. 

The  cost  of  the  hopperdozer  should  be  little  more  than  the  price 
of  the  canvas,  as  odd  pieces  of  lumber  can  be  used  in  construction. 
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Tree  tanglefoot  can  be  obtained  in  10-poiind  cans  at  $1.65  per  can, 
and  the  castor  oil  at  a  maximum  cost  of  30  cents  per  quart.     With- 


Fiu.  4. — Front  view  of  bopperdozcr  for  destruction  of  leafhoppers  as  it  is  being  drawn 
through  an  alfalfa  field.     (Original.) 

out  considering  labor,  the  cost  of  this  control  measure  should  not 
be  more  than  $4  for  100  agres,  or  at  the  rate  of  4  cents  per  acre. 


Fig.  5. — Side  and  back  view   of  the   hopperdozer   for  destruction  of  leafhoppers.     The 
horses  are  hitched  to  the  projecting  ends  of  the  two-by-four.      (Original.) 

This  method  is  practical  in  fields  covering  several  hundred  acres  as 
weU  as  in  small  fields.     Other  sticky  substances  such  as  cheap  sor- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


8  farmers'  bulletin  737. 

ghum  and  corn  sirup  have  been  tried  in  place  of  tree  tanglefoot  but 
with  much  less  success,  as  they  dry  out  too  quickly ;  this  necessitates 
more  frecjuent  applications  and  thus  renders  them  more  expensive. 

The  hopperdozer  should  be  drawn  through  the  alfalfa  and  clover 
fields  at  the  time  when  the  crop  is  about  half  grown.  It  can,  how- 
ever, be  drawn  at  any  time  without  injuring  the  plants,  althou^  it 
is  not  advisable  to  do  so  within  five  days  of  the  time  the  crop  is  to 
be  cut.  If  the  adults  are  numerous  at  the  time  of  cutting,  the  hop- 
perdozer should  follow  the  rake. 

o 
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INTRODUCTION. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  information  regarding  crops  that  are 
adapted  to  the  Panhandle  of  Texas.  This  demand  is  indicated  by 
the  large  nmnber  of  letters  of  inqidry  received.  Many  of  these 
inquiries  come  from  people  who  already  are  living  in  the  Panhandle. 
Others  are  from  nonresidents  who  own  land  there,  and  many  come 
from  persons  who  are  looking  for  a  place  to  acquire  a  home.  They 
need  definite  facts,  so  far  as  these  are  available,  on  which  they  can 
make  decisions  and  take  action.  They  need  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ments that  have  been  conducted  in  that  section,  plainly  and  briefly 
told. 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  paper  to  tell  the  fanner,  landowner,  or  pros- 
pective settler  what  has  been  learned  about  the  cereal  crops  tlirough 
cereal  investigations  in  the  Texas  Panhandle. 

The  suggestions  made  herein  are  not  considered  final.  Tliey  are 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  experiments  conducted  and  observations 
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made  from  1903  to  date.  It  is  hoped  that  they  will  form  at  least  a 
working  basis  for  farming  operations  in  the  section  discussed. 

The  points  at  which  experiments  have  been  conducted  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  are  Amarillo,  Channing, 
Dalhart,  and  ChiUicothe,  Tex.  A  view  of  the  farmstead  of  the 
Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station  is  shown  in  figure  1. 

Amarillo  is  a  little  northwest  of  the  center  of  the  Texas  Panhandle. 
Channing  is  about  50  ndles  and  Dalhart  83  miles  northwest,  while 
ChiUicothe  is  about  150  miles  southeast  of  Amarillo.  The  most 
complete  series  of  experiments  has  been  conducted  at  Amarillo. 


Fig.  1.— Farmstead  of  the  Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station  In  July,  1914,  showing  the  buildings  and  the 

black-locust  grove. 

The  crops  that  are  discussed  in  this  paper  are  wheat,  emmer,  spelt, 
rye,  oats,  barley,  and  proso.  Brief  mention  is  made  also  of  the  grain 
sorghmns  and  com,  which  are  discussed  more  fully  in  other  available 
bulletins. 

THE  PANHANDLE. 

The  Panhandle  is  that  part  of  northwestern  Texas  which  extends 
northward  from  the  mahi  body  of  the  State.  In  common  practice 
this  term  is  usually  applied  to  the  entire  northwestern  part  of  the 
State,  above  the  cap  rock,  including  the  so-called  Staked  Plains. 
The  word  is  here  used  in  the  broader  sense.  Figure  2  is  a  sketch  map 
of  tliis  region.  The  results  given  in  these  pages  are  applicable  to 
all  the  district  lying  above  the  level  of  2,000  feet  and  to  a  consider- 
able extent  to  lower  elevations.  They  apply  largely  also  to  adjacent 
similar  areas  in  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas. 
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TOPOGRAPHY. 

The  western  two-thirds  of  this  district  is  a  high  and  nearly  level 
table-land  with  an  average  altitude  somewhat  less  than  4,000  feet 
and  with  a  rather  uniform  slope  to  the  east  and  southeast.    The 
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FlO.  2.— Sketch  map  of  the  Panhandle  section  of  Texas  and  the  surrounding  country.   The  Pan- 
handle section  as  discussed  in  this  bulletin  is  Indicated  by  the  shaded  boundary. 

highest  elevation  reached  is  about  4,800  feet  in  the  extreme  north- 
west, while  the  southeastern  border,  roughly  the  line  of  the  cap 
rock,  has  an  altitude  of  only  1,500  to  2,000  feet.     East  of  the  nearly 
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level  high  plams  is  a  rough,  broken  area  where  the  cap  rock  is  worn 
through  and  erosion  is  more  rapid.  Still  farther  eastward,  below  the 
cap  rock,  the  country  is  rolling. 

Drainage  is  eastward  through  the  tributaries  of  several  rivers. 
In  the  high  plains  above  the  cap  rock,  these  streams  tend  to  form 
canyons,  the  most  notable  of  these  being  Paladora  Creek,  extending 
from  Canyon,  in  Randall  County,  eastward  for  60  miles. 

SOIL. 

The  soil  varies  from  a  light  sand  in  some  parts  to  a  heavy  clay  or 
adobe  in  others.  Much  of  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Panhandle 
north  of  the  Canadian  River  is  quite  sandy.  Sandy  land  is  also 
found  in  Bailey  Coimty  and  along  the  Canadian  and  Red  Rivers. 
Taking  the  Panhandle  as  a  whole,  the  heavy  clay-loam  soils  pre- 
dominate. The  sandy  soil  is  covered  with  bunch  grasses,  whUe  the 
clay  soil  is  covered  with  buffalo,  curly-mesquite,  and  blue-grama 
grasses.  These  soils  are  quite  fertile,  but  are  lacking  in  humus, 
owing  to  the  scanty  growth  of  native  vegetation.  This  lack  of 
humus  lessens  the  capacity  of  the  soil  to  absorb  the  moisture  which 
falls  upon  it.  The  heavy  clays  and  clay  loams  become  compact  and 
bake  readily  after  heavy  rains. 

CUMATB. 

The  climate  of  the  Texas  Panhandle  is  quite  similar  to  that  found 
generally  in  the  Great  Plains.  The  rainfall  is  limited  and  irregular. 
It  is  not  equally  distributed  either  as  to  time  or  place.  Much  of 
the  rain  comes  in  heavy  showers  and  the  loss  due  to  run-off  is  some- 
times very  great.  The  air  is  quite  dry.  There  is  an  unusual  amount 
of  wind,  and  evaporation  is  very  high.  There  are  frequent  and 
sudden  changes  in  temperature,  both  in  winter  and  sunmier.  The 
nights  are  cool  throughout  the  summer,  except  in  the  lowest  parts 
of  the  east  and  south. 

RAINFALL. 

The  rainfall  over  the  Panhandle  is  hmited.  It  varies  from  15 
inches  in  the  western  part  to  about  25  inches  in  the  eastern  and 
southeastern  parts.  The  average  annual  rainfall  at  Amarillo  for  the 
24  years  from  1892  to  1915,  inclusive,  has  been  21.21  inches.  Three- 
fourths  of  this  comes  during  the  growing  season,  from  April  to  Sep- 
tember, inclusive.  The  seasonal  rainfall  is  sometimes  very  irr^ular  in 
its  distribution,  as  to  both  time  and  locaUty.  The  larger  part  of  the 
rainfall  for  one  month  may  come  at  its  beginning,  while  that  for  the 
next  month  may  not  come  yntil  the  latter  part.  Thus  a  severe 
drought,  4  to  6  weeks  long,  could  have  occurred  between  the  two  rainy 
spells,  although  the  rainfall  for  the  two  months  was  about  normal. 

Many  of  the  rains  during  the  summer  are  very  local  in  extent. 
Heavy  showers  may  occur  at  different  points,  with  stretches  of  almost 
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no  rainfall  between.  To  illustrate  the  variation  in  rainfall  the  fol- 
lowing example  is  given:  On  July  4,  1914,  local  showers  fell  in  many 
places  in  the  Panhandle.  The  rainfall  at  the  Weather  Bureau  station 
in  Amarillo  was  1.71  inches,  while  at  the  Cereal  Field  Station,  2J 
miles  distant,  it  was  only  0.22  inch.  Thus  the  rainfall  at  the  Weather 
Bureau  station  on  that  day  was  nearly  eight  times  as  much  as  that  at 
the  field  station.  Differences  of  this  kind  may  occur,  and  frequently 
do,  in  any  part  of  the  Panhandle. 

The  rain  often  falls  so  rapidly  for  a  short  time  that  much  of  the 
water  is  unable  to  soak  into  the  soil.  This  is  the  case  on  heavy  clay 
and  adobe  soils,  and  on  such  soils  there  is  often  a  heavy  run-off.     For 


Fio.  3.— View  of  a  part  of  the  AmariUo  Cereal  Field  Station  on  August  15, 1907,  showing  the  enormous 
run-oft  after  a  torrential  summer  rain. 

this  reason  a  heavy  rain  is  sometimes  of  very  little  benefit  to  crops. 
These  beating  rains  make  matters  worse  by  puddling  the  surface, 
which  afterward  bakes  into  a  hard  crust.  When  this  happens 
shortly  after  seeding,  the  young  plants  are  imable  to  break  through 
this  crust.  Figure  3  shows  the  run-off  after  one  of  these  torrential 
summer  raios.  During  these  heavy  rains  the  more  sandy  soils  take 
in  the  moisture  nearly  as  fast  as  it  faUs.  They  do  not  puddle  and 
afterwards  bake  like  the  heavy  clay  and  adobe  soils. 

HUMIDITY. 

On  the  average,  the  air  over  the  Panhandle  is  very  dry.  It  there- 
fore tak^  up  moisture  wherever  it  can  get  it,  from  the  soil  and  from 
the  plants  themselves.     The  plants  are  hindered  in  their  growth  and 
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may  even  be  killed.  In  extreme  instances,  where  the  plants  are 
actually  killed,  the  moisture  is  taken  from  the  plant  abov^  the  ground 
faster  than  it  can  be  supplied  by  the  roots. 

WIND. 

The  Texas  Panhandle  is  very  windy  during  the  whole  year,  the 
general  direction  of  the  wind  being  from  the  southwest.  The  wind 
blows  so  much  from  this  one  direction  that  trees  are  bent  toward  the 
northeast.  Quantities  of  soil  are  moved  by  the  wind  when  it  is  high. 
Soil  blowing,  especially  on  the  light  clay  and  sandy  soils,  may  do 
much  damage  to  crops.  The  winds  also  cause  loss  of  grains,  such  as 
oats  and  proso,  by  shattering  at  the  time  of  ripening.  Winds  are 
general  over  the  entire  Panhandle  country,  but  have  a  greater  sweep 
over  the  high  level  plains  than  over  the  more  rolling  section  in  the 
east  and  southeast. 

The  average  hourly  wind  velocity,  as  shown  by  the  Weather 
Bureau  records  at  AmariUo,  Tex.,  for  tJie  years  1905  to  1915,  inclusive, 
is  11.5  miles.  An  hourly  velocity  of  40  miles  is  reached  several  times 
each  year,  and  at  times  the  velocity  is  much  higher.  The  highest 
recorded  velocity  at  Amarillo  was  84  miles,  on  April  5,  1895. 

EVAPORATION. 

The  evaporation  of  moisture  from  the  ground  and  from  the  crops 
themselves  is  very  great.  This  is  caused  by  the  dry  air  and  con- 
tinuous wind.  In  periods  of  drought  and  high  winds  it  reaches  a 
maximiun.  The  average  evaporation  from  a  free  water  surface  for 
the  growing  season,  April  1  to  September  30,  at  the  Amarillo  Cereal 
Field  Station  for  the  years  1907  to  1915,  inclusive,  was  53.2  inches. 
This  rate  of  evaporation  would  hold  generally  for  all  the  Texas 
Panhandle  on  the  high  plains.  In  the  more  broken  parts  to  the 
east  and  southeast  and  at  the  lower  elevations,  the  evaporation  prob- 
ably is  less.  The  evaporation  from  the  soil  can  not  be  given  in 
definite  quantities,  but  where  the  winds  are  high  and  dry  it  is  very 
great. 

TEltPBRATURB. 

The  changes  in  temperature  in  the  Panhandle  are  more  violent 
than  in  sections  to  the  eastward.  The  highest  temperatures  are 
much  lower  than  might  be  expected  when  the  altitude  is  not  taken 
into  consideration.  In  summer  the  days  are  hot  and  the  nights  cool. 
These  cool  nights  retard  the  growth  of  many  of  the  crops.  In  winter 
severe  cold  weather  occurs,  but  there  are  many  days  between  the  cold 
spells  when  field  work  can  be  done.  In  spring  and  fall  changes  in 
temperature  from  very  warm  to  very  cold  occur  quite  often. 

The  maximum  temperature  in  siunmer  very  rarely  reaches  100°  F., 
while  the  minimum  in  winter  almost  as  rarely  reaches  zero.    At  the 
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Weather  Bureau  station  at  Amarillo  the  highest  recorded  temperature 
is  105*^  F.,  and  the  lowest  — 15°  F.  The  average  yearly  temperature 
is  66°  F.  The  difference  between  the  averages  of  the  highest  and  the 
lowest  daily  temperatures,  however,  averages  only  about  24  degrees 
F.  throughout  the  year  over  the  whole  Panhandle. 

The  average  date  of  the  last  killing  frost  in  spring  at  Amarillo  is 
April  19,  and  that  for  the  first  killing  frost  in  the  fall  is  October  29. 
This  gives  an  average  frost-free  period  of  195  days.  In  the  extreme 
northwestern  part  of  the  Panhandle  this  frost-free  period  is  shortened 
about  10  days,  while  in  the  southeastern  portion  it  is  lengthened 
about  as  much. 

FARMING  IN  THE  PANHANDLE. 

Farming  in  the  Texas  Panhandle  was  almost  an  imknown  thing  20 
years  ago.  The  land  was  occupied  by  immense  cattle  ranches  and 
was  used  only  for  grazing  purposes.  The  short  but  nutritious  grasses 
furnished  both  siunmer  and  winter  pasturage.  Each  animal  required 
from  15  to  40  acres  of  this  grazing  land,  depending  on  the  nature  of 
the  grass  cover,  the  character  of  the  season,  and  the  time  of  year. 
Finally,  the  range  became  overstocked,  and  as  a  result  heavy  losses 
occurred  during  the  seasons  of  drought  and  in  severe  winters.  This 
created  a  need  for  feed  crops  suitable  for  growing  on  the  Plains.  At 
the  same  time  the  demand  for  new,  cheap  lands  for  homes  and  crop 
production  was  increasing.  The  large  ranches  were  divided  and  por- 
tions sold  for  farms. 

Within  the  last  10  years  the  settlement  of  this  Plains  country  has 
made  steady  progress.  There  have  been  several  dry  years  during 
this  period,  and  consequently  many  failures.  These  failures  have 
greatly  stimulated  the  growing  of  crops  that  have  been  foimd  adapted 
to  the  Panhandle  country.  The  cereal  experiments  conducted  at 
different  points  have  been  of  great  value  in  determining  what  crops 
and  crop  varieties  are  adapted  to  this  high  Plauis  country.  A  view 
of  the  first  farm  on  which  experiments  were  conducted  at  Amarillo 
is  shown  in  figure  4. 

When  the  change  from  cattle  ranches  to  crop  farmmg  first  began, 
the  tendency  was  to  grow  crops  only  and  to  neglect  stock.  This  is  true 
still  to  a  large  extent,  but  mixed  farming,  the  raising  of  both  stock 
and  crops,  is  rapidly  gaining  favor.  Feed  crops,  both  grain  and  for- 
age, are  successfully  grown.  Large  markets  are  distant,  and  many 
communities  still  far  from  the  railroad  find  transportation  difficult. 
Mixed  farming  is  the  logical  solution  of  these  problems  and  is  the 
only  profitable  type  of  farming  under  Panhandle  conditions. 

The  small  grains,  therefore,  are  of  minor  importance  here.  Some 
have  their  place,  however,  in  the  farming  scheme,  and  a  knowledge 
of  which  ones  to  grow  and  how  to  grow  them  is  important. 
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HOW  TO  GROW  SMALL  GRAINS. 

The  growing  of  winter  grains,  on  the  whole,  has  been  more  success- 
ful than  the  growing  of  spring  grains  in  the  Texas  Panhandle.  Winter 
wheat  is  the  most  important  of  the  winter  grains,  while  spring  oats 
is  the  only  spring  small  grain  that  has  given  even  fairly  profitable 
yields.  More  wheat  than  oats  is  grown  in  the  Panhandle.  The  winter- 
wheat  crop  is  of  much  more  importance  than  spring  oats  as  a  money 
crop.  Both  these  crops  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  a  general  farming 
sj^tem. 

PREPARATION  OF  LAND  FOR  WINTER  GRAINS. 

Land  that  is  to  be  used  for  the  growing  of  winter  grains  should 
be  prepared  as  early  in  the  summer  as  possible.  It  should  be  plowed 
to  a  depth  of  at  least  6  inches.     This  plowing  shoidd  be  well  done; 


Fia.  4.— The  fin>t  exi)eriment  farm  at  Amarillo,  Tex.,  on  June  19, 1906,  showing  small  grains  In  shock. 
A  dairy  farm  is  seen  in  the  middle  bockgromid. 

all  the  land  should  be  turned.  Weeds  should  not  be  allowed  to  get 
a  start.  In  the  work  of  keeping  down  weeds,  care  must  be  taken 
not  to  fine  the  surface  soil  too  much  on  either  light  or  heavy  soils. 
Land  that  is  made  fine  on  the  surface  will  blow  more  than  if  left 
somewhat  rough.  Where  land  is  prepared  just  before  seeding,  better 
residts  are  obtained  from  disking  than  from  plowing.  This  lato 
preparation  of  land,  however,  is  not  good  farm  practice. 

Increased  yields  are  obtained  from  alternating  summer  fallow  and 
crops,  but  the  increase  is  not  large  enough  to  pay  for  the  extra  work 
of  maintaining  the  fallow. 

It  usually  is  impossible  to  foUow  most  sorghum  crops  with  winter 
grains.  The  sorgos  and  kafirs  grow  late  in  the  fall  and  leave  the  soil 
dry.     It  therefore  is  better  to  grow  some  leguminous  crop  like  cow- 
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peas  the  next  year  after  the  gram  sorghums  have  been  grown.  When 
late  fall  and  winter  rains  have  been  abundant,  spring  grains  may 
follow  grain  sorghxuns. 

PBEPARA'rirON  OP  LAND  FOR  SPRING  GRAINa 

In  preparing  land  for  spring  small  grains  following  another  small- 
grain  crop,  fall  plowing  is  better  than  spring  plowing.  Furrowing 
with  a  lister  and  leaving  the  ground  rough  during  the  winter  is  prac- 
tically as  good  as  plowing  for  spring  oats  and  a  Uttle  better  than 
plowing  for  spring  wheat.  The  cheapest  preparation  for  oats  is  disk- 
ing after  com;  but,  as  com  is  not  a  good  crop  to  grow  in  much  of 
the  Panhandle,  this  method  rarely  can  be  used.  Where  small  grains 
follow  sorghums,  plowing  usually  is  necessary  because  of  the  drier 
ground  and  heavy  stubble.  The  same  care  should  be  taken  in  doing 
the  plowing  for  spring  grains  as  for  winter  grains.  Land  that  has 
been  fall  plowed  wUl  need  disking  in  the  spring  before  seeding  if  the 
surface  soil  has  crusted  badly  from  winter  snow  or  rain.  If  this 
crust  is  not  too  heavy  the  drill  will  break  it  sufficiently  in  seeding. 

PREPARATION  OF  SEED. 

GOOD  SEED. 

It  is  very  important  that  good  seed  be  used.  It  should  be  pure 
as  to  variety,  free  from  weed  seed  and  other  impurities,  well  matured, 
of  strong  vitality,  and  home  grown  as  far  as  possible.  In  all  tests 
with  seed  from  various  locaUties  compared  with  home-grown  seed, 
the  latter  has  always  given  the  best  average  yield.  The  farmer  is 
urged  to  select  his  own  seed  and  to  keep  it  clean  and  pure.  Rimning 
the  seed  through  a  fanning  mill  once  is  recommended,  to  remove 
weed  seed,  trash,  and  light,  small  kernels. 

TREATMENT  FOR  SMTTTS. 

There  is  considerable  loss  from  smut  in  small-grain  crops  every  year. 
The  larger  part  of  this  loss  is  easily  prevented  by  treating  the  seed 
before  sowing  with  a  formaldehyde  solution  composed  of  1  poimd  of 
40  per  cent  commercial  formaldehyde  to  40  gallons  of  water.  Either 
of  the  methods  described  below  is  effective  for  the  common  bunt  or 
stinking  smut  of  wheat,  the  loose  smut  of  oats,  and  the  covered  smut 
of  barley. 

(1)  Spread  the  grain  to  be  treated  upon  a  clean  floor  or  upon  a  tarpaulin  spread 
thereon  and  sprinkle  the  formaldehyde  solution  over  the  grain.  The  grain  should 
be  stirred  thoroughly  while  being  sprinkled,  and  the  process  should  be  continued 
until  every  kernel  is  wet.  Then  cover  the  grain  with  a  canvas  or  some  other  heavy 
material  and  allow  it  to  lie  one  hour.  It  should  then  be  uncovered  and  stirred  occa- 
sionally until  dry.    It  is  then  ready  for  seeding. 

(2)  Prepare  the  formaldehyde  solution  in  barrels.  Put  the  grain  to  be  treated  in 
burlap  sacks.  Do  not  fill  the  sacks  too  full.  Immerse  the  sacks  in  the  solution  for 
10  minutes;  then  hang  them  up  to  drain  and  dry.  The  sacks  should  be  shaken  occa- 
edonally,  to  hurry  the  drying  process. 
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The  loose  smuts  of  wheat  and  barley  may  be  controlled  by  a 
different  method,  the  modified  hot-water  treatment.  This  consists 
in  soaking  the  seed  in  cold  water  for  five  hours.  Wheat  is  then  soaked 
in  hot  water  at  54°  C.  for  10  minutes  and  barley  at  52°  for  15  minutes. 
This  treatment  for  loose  smut  is  more  difficidt  to  perform  than  the 
formaldehyde  treatment.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  have  the 
temperature  of  the  water  just  right.* 

SMALL-GRAIN  CROPS. 

Small-grain  crops,  though  of  minor  importance  when  compared 
with  the  grain  sorghums,  are  important  enough  to  demand  the  atten- 
tion of  the  farmer.  They  can  be  used  readily  in  a  rotation  with  grain 
sorghums  if  the  latter  arc  followed  by  some  leguminous  crop  like 
cowpeas.  The  small  grains  bring  good  prices  ordinarily  and  are  in 
demand  for  home  use  and  for  shipment.  They  do  not  return  much 
profit  themselves,  but  in  a  general  farm  system  where  they  make  up 
a  minor  part  of  the  total  crop  they  may  be  quite  valuable. 

Winter  wheat  is  the  only  small-grain  crop  that  has  been  grown  very 
extensively  in  the  Texas  Panhandle.  In  the  last  two  years  it  has  been 
a  very  important  crop.  The  price  per  bushel  has  been  high  and  the 
yields  exceptionally  good  over  a  large  part  of  the  Panhandle  country. 
Considerable  spring  oats  has  been  grown  also. 

In  the  following  paragraphs  each  crop  is  discussed  as  to  its  adapta- 
bility, importance,  yield,  quality,  varieties,  and  rates  and  dates 
of  seeding.  Its  rank  in  the  list  of  crops  that  can  be  profitably  grown 
ui  the  Panhandle  of  Texas  is  also  given. 

WHEAT. 

Wheat  is  by  far  the  most  hnportant  of  the  small-grain  crops  grown 
in  the  Panhandle.  In  1909  the  State  of  Texas  was  credited  with 
320,000  acres  of- wheat  and  a  total  production  of  2,561,000  bushels. 
For  1915  the  area  in  wheat  was  estimated  as  1,475,000  acres  and  the 
total  production  as  22,862,000  bushels.  This  is  an  increase  of  360 
per  cent  in  area  and  800  per  cent  in  yield. 

The  newly  developing  Panhandle  country  has  increased  its  wheat 
area  more  rapidly  than  the  older  parts  of  the  State.  The  Panhandle 
wheat  area  in  1909  was  88,170  acres.  The  yields  were  very  low  that 
year.  A  very  careful  estimate  places  the  Panhandle  area  in  wheat  in 
1915  at  550,000  acres,  with  an  average  acre  yield  of  20  bushels.  This 
makes  11,000,000  bushels,  or  about  half  the  wheat  grown  in  the  State. 
This  increased  Panhandle  acreage  in  1915  was  due  to  two  causes, 
(1)  to  the  good  yields  and  high  prices  obtained  in  1914  and  (2)  to 
the  development  of  new  commimities  in  the  Panhandle.    This  wheat 

1  Full  directions  for  the  treatment  of  all  grain  smuts  are  given  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  507,  entitled  "The 
smuts  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  com,"  which  may  be  obtained  free  on  applioation  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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acreage  is  distributed  to  some  extent  over  the  whole  Panhandle,  but 
by  far  the  larger  part  is  in  the  east-central  and  northeastern  section. 

Judged  by  the  large  yields  in  1915,  wheat  might  be  considered  a 
rival  of  the  grain  soi^hmns.  When  the  average  yields  of  the  two  crops 
are  considered  for  a  number  of  years  this  apparent  rivalry  disappears. 

WINTER  WHEAT. 

The  wheat  grown  in  the  Panhandle  of  Texas  is  almost  entirely 
winter  wheat.  Winter  varieties  are  much  better  adapted  to  this 
section  than  the  spring  wheats. 

The  winter  wheats  that  are  best  adapted  are  the  ha-'d  red,  or 
Crimean,  group,  of  which  the  Turkey,  Crimean,  and  Kharkof  are 
well-known  varieties.  The  Turkey  is  the  leading  variety  in  the  tests 
at  the  Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station,  with  an  average  yield  for  10 


Fio.  5.— View  looking  south  over  the  Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station  in  June,  1912,  showing  the  cereal 
nursery  in  the  foreground  and  field  plats  in  the  rear.    Note  the  level  surface  of  the  Plains. 

years  of  13.2  bushels  per  acre.  The  Beloglina  wheat  comes  next, 
with  an  average  yield  of  12.2  bushels  per  acre.  The  Crimean  and 
Kharkof  wheats  are  varieties  very  similar  to  the  Turkey.  A  view  of 
the  experimental  plats  at  this  station  is  shown  in  figure  5. 

Farther  east  the  soft  or  semihard  red  winter  wheats  are  grown. 
Well-known  varieties  are  the  Mediterranean  and  Sibley  Golden.  At 
Amarillo  the  Diehl  Mediterranean,  a  semihard  red  wheat,  ties  the 
Crimean  for  third  place  in  yield.  It  has  the  advantage  of  having 
longer  straw  than  the  hard  red  varieties  but  the  disadvantage  of 
shattering  more  if  not  harvested  as  soon  as  ripe. 

Wheat  should  be  sown  about  October  15,  though  any  time  from 
October  1  to  November  1  will  give  good  results  in  the  average  season. 
The  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil  at  seeding  time  and  the  weather 
conditions  during  the  winter  and  spring  have  as  great,  if  not  a  greater, 
influence  upon  the  subsequent  yield  as  the  date  on  which  the  crop 
is  sown. . 

Three  pecks  per  acre  is  the  rate  recommended,  and  even  Ughter 
seedings  have  given  excellent  results.     The  rate  of  seeding  will  depend 
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upon  the  quality  of  the  seed,  the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil, 
and  the  time  of  year  the  seeding  is  done.  Good  seed  can  be  sown 
at  a  lighter  rate  than  poor  seed.  Less  seed  is  necessary  on  land  that 
has  plenty  of  moisture  than  where  the  soil  is  rather  dry.  Much  of 
the  seed  may  not  germinate  in  soil  that  is  lacking  in  moisture.  Where 
the  seeding  is  done  early,  less  seed  can  be  used  than  where  seeding 
is  late. 

In  a  word,  use  good  seed  of  the  Turkey  type  and  sow  at  the  rate 
of  3  pecks  per  acre  about  October  15  on  well-prepared  land. 

SPRING  WHEAT. 

Spring  wheats,  both  the  durum  and  common  varieties,  have  proved 
much  inferior  in  yield  to  the  winter  wheats.  Practically  no  spring 
wheat  is  grown  by  the  farmers  in  the  Panhandle.  It  is  not  necessary, 
therefore,  to  devote  much  space  to  discussing  this  crop.  Among 
common  wheats  the  Fretes  is  the  best  variety,  according  to  the 
results  of  a  10-year  test.  The  Humera,  which  has  been  grown  in 
field  plats  at  Amarillo  only  four  years,  has  given  promise  of  being 
better  than  the  Fretes. 

The  better  yielding  durum  wheats  are  the  Saragolla,  Marouani,  aad 
Kubanka,  in  the  order  named.  Neither  the  common  spring  nor  the 
durum  wheats  can  be  recommended  for  growing  in  the  Panhandle. 

EMMER  AND  SPELT. 

Emmer  and  spelt  are  closely  related  to  wheat,  but  are  grown  for 
feed  and  not  for  making  flour.  They  are  sinailar  in  feeding  value  to 
oats  and  are  used  for  much  the  same  purposes.  The  kernels  remain 
inclosed  in  the  glumes,  or  hulls,  after  thrashing,  as  do  most  oats. 
The  straw  is  of  httle  value  as  feed.  These  grains  are  not  as  hardy  as 
winter  wheat.  They  should  be  seeded  at  the  rate  of  5  pecks  per 
acre.     The  best  time  to  sow  is  early  in  October. 

There  are  both  winter  and  spring  varieties  of  emmer.  Both  have 
been  grown  in  the  Panhandle.  The  spring  variety  generaUy  has  very 
short  straw  and  is  not  as  good  a  yielder  as  the  winter  variety.  Only 
the  winter  variety  of  spelt  has  been  grown.  Black  Winter  ^mmer 
has  produced  an  average  yield  of  16.9  bushels  for  the  10  years,  1906 
to  1915,  inclusive. 

Red  Winter  spelt  has  an  average  yield  of  20.1  bushels  per  acre  for 
the  10-year  period  just  mentioned.  This  is  a  greater  yield  than  was 
produced  by  the  emmer.  The  emmer,  however,  makes  up  in  feed 
value  by  having  a  thinner  and  softer  hull  than  the  spelt.  This  makes 
the  emmer  a  sUghtly  more  desirable  feed.  Neither  of  these  crops 
yields  as  well  as  the  better  varieties  of  oats.  For  this  reason  they 
are  not  recommended  as  good  crops  for  this  section. 
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BYE. 


Only  winter  varieties  of  rye  have  been  grown  with  any  degree  of 
success.  Spring  rye  has  not  given  even  a  promise  of  making  good. 
Winter  rye  is  more  winter  hardy  than  winter  wheat,  but  does  not  equal 
that  grain  in  yield.  It  nearly  always  comes  through  the  winter  in  good 
shape  and  makes  a  vigorous  growth  in  the  spring.  If  sown  early  it 
makes  good  pasturage  both  in  the  fall  and  in  the  spring.  It  is  no 
better  than  wheat,  perhaps,  for  pasturage,  but  on  accoimt  of  its 
winter  hardiness  it  should  be  used  more  commonly  than  it  now  is  by 
the  farmer. 

Two  varieties  of  winter  rye,  one  called  the  Kansas,  originally 
obtained  from  that  State,  and  the  Ivanof ,  imported  from  Russia,  have 
been  grown  for  10  years  at  the  Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station  and  for 
shorter  periods  at  Channing,  ChilUcothe,  and  Dalhart.  For  the  10 
years,  1906  to  1915,  the  average  yields  per  acre  at  Amarillo  were 
11.3  bushels  for  the  Kansas  and  10.1  for  the  Ivanof.  In  appearance 
and  manner  of  growth  these  two  varieties  are  quite  similar.  The 
straw  is  always  of  good  length  to  bind  securely. 

Winter  rye  has  made  very  low  grain  yields  some  years,  but  has 
never  failed  to  produce  more  seed  than  was  sown.  This  can  not  be 
said  of  the  wheats.  When  rye  is  to  be  used  for  pasturage  it  should 
be  sown  early  in  September  at  about  4  pecks  per  acre,  and  when 
grown  for  grain  it  should  be  seeded  about  the  middle  of  October  at  3 
pecks  per  acre.    Very  Uttle  rye  is  now  grown  in  the  Panhandle. 


OATS. 


The  total  value  of  the  oat  crop  of  Texas  in  1915  is  given  as  $18,- 
638,000,  compared  with  $24,462,000  for  wheat.  The  same  ratio  does 
not  hold  for  the  Panhandle  district,  however,  where  oats  is  entirely 
a  spring  crop.  Here  the  area  devoted  to  oats  is  only  about  haK  that 
used  for  growing  wheat.  Next  to  winter  wheat,  spring  oats  is  the 
best  small-grain  crop.  At  the  Amarillo  Cereal  Field  Station  for 
the  10  years  from  1906  to  1915  the  average  yield  of  the  best  variety 
was  21.9  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  not  a  large  yield  and  would 
return  only  a  small  profit. 

While  the  yields  are  not  lai^e,  the  oat  crop  in  the  Panhandle  has 
never  failed  entirely  to  make  grain.  It  has  made  better  yields  than 
either  emmer  or  spelt  and  is  considered  a  better  crop  by  the  farmers. 
It  has  given  uniformly  better  results  than  other  spring  small  grains. 

The  Rustproof  group  of  oats,  of  which  the  Red  Algerian  and  Red 
Rustproof,  or  Texas  Red,  are  good  examples,  has  given  the  highest 
yields.  The  varieties  of  this  group  have  large  reddish  brown  kernels. 
These  are  really  winter  oats,  but  are  grown  from  spring  seeding  in 
the  Panhandle. 
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The  Burt  group  has  smaller  kernels,  which  are  quite  variable  in 
color,  ranging  from  yellowish  brown  to  dark  brown  or  almost  black. 
They  are  often  quite  distinctly  striped.  A  typical  variety  of  this 
group  is  the  Burt,  C.  I.  No.  293.  It  matures  a  little  earlier  than  the 
Rustproof  group  and  has  produced  slightly  lower  yields. 

The  Sixty-Day  group,  which  includes  the  Sixty-Day  and  Kherson, 
ranks  third  in  yield.  The  varieties  of  this  group  have  small  yellow 
kernels.    They  ripen  between  the  Burt  and  the  Rustproof. 

Oats  should  be  sown  early  in  the  spring  in  the  Panhandle.  March  1 
is  the  best  average  date.  The  rate  that  has  given  the  best  results 
is  5  pecks  per  acre. 

All  varieties  of  oats  shatter  more  or  less  and  should  be  harvested 
as  soon  as  ripe. 

BARLEY. 

Barley  has  not  been  a  successful  crop  in  the  Texas  Panhandle. 
Spring  barley  has  made  very  poor  yields,  averaging  less  than  10 
bushels  per  acre.  Winter  barley  has  made  much  better  yields  than 
spring  barley,  but  only  one  variety,  the  Tennessee  Winter,  has  given 
any  promise  of  making  a  crop  worth  while.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  of  this  variety  in  the  10  years,  1906  to  1915,  inclusive,  is  14.4 
bushels  of  48  pounds.  In  the  number  of  pounds  produced  per  acre 
it  is  somewhat  lower  than  the  best  oat  variety  for  the  same  period. 
It  failed  entirely,  due  to  winterkilling,  in  two  years,  1907  and  1909. 
Winter  barley  should  be  sown  about  the  middle  of  October  at  the 
rate  of  5  pecks  per  acre.  Barley  is  not  recommended  as  a  crop  for 
the  Panhandle  of  Texas. 

PROSO. 

Proso  (Panicum  mUiaeeum)  is  a  species  of  millet  introduced  into 
this  country  from  Russia.  It  is  often  called  "  hog  millet ' '  and  "  broom- 
corn  milled  in  the  United  States.  It  is  grown  for  grain  and  not  for 
hay.  The  grain  is  of  value  for  feeding  to  stock,  particularly  to  hogs, 
sheep,  and  poultry.  Young  chicks  are  especially  fond  of  it.  The 
chief  value  of  this  crop  to  the  dry-land  fanner  is  its  earliness.  Proso 
can  produce  a  crop  of  seed  in  two  months  or  less  from  the  time  of 
seeding  and  so  may  be  used  as  a  catch  crop. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  proso,  the  differences  being  mainly 
in  the  color  of  the  seed  and  the  length  of  the  straw.  Some  varieties 
have  short  and  some  have  long  straw,  but  the  leaves  are  few  in  alL 
A  black-seeded  sort,  the  Black  Voronezh,  has  produced  the  best  aver- 
age yield  (11.8  bushels)  per  acre  in  the  nine  years,  1907  to  1915,  inclu- 
sive. This  is  the  variety  recommended  for  use  in  the  Panhandle. 
Sowing  may  be  done  in  the  latter  part  of  May  or  in  June,  using  20 
pounds  of  seed  per 'acre.    The  seed  can  be  sown  with  an  ordinary 
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4.  Winter  rye. 

5.  Proso. 

6.  Diirum  spring  wheat. 


7.  Common  spring  wheat. 

8.  Winter  spelt. 

9.  Winter  emmer. 
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drUl.    Proso  is  harvested  with  a  grain  binder  and  thrashed  the  same 
as  the  other  small  grains. 

This  crop  should  be  tried  for  home  use,  but  it  is  not  Ukely  to  be 
profitable  if  grown  for  market. 

RELATIVE  RANK  OF  THE  SMALL^RAIN  CROPS. 

The  small-grain  crops  in  the  Panhandle  of  Texas  rank  in  the 
following  order,  on  the  basis  of  average  yields: 

1.  Winter  wheat. 

2.  Spring  oats. 

3.  Winter  barley. 

Those  recommended  to  be  grown  rank  as  follows: 

1.  Winter  wheat.  I  3.  Winter  rye. 

2.  Spring  oats.  |  4.  Proso. 

GRAIN  SORGHUMS  AND  CORN. 

The  grain  sorghxmis,  especially  the  milo,  kafir,  and  f  eterita  varieties, 
are  the  most  important  grain  crops  for  the  Panhandle  of  Texas. 
About  three-fom*ths  of  the  total  cultivated  area  is  devoted  to  these 
crops.  They  can  be  profitably  grown  in  practically  the  whole 
section.  They  are  not  discussed  in  detail  in  this  paper,  however,  as 
several  bulletins  on  them  are  already  available.  See  the  list  given 
at  the  end  of  this  bulletin. 

Com  is  grown  in  the  Panhandle  in  a  limited  way.  The  acreage 
devoted  to  its  production  is  small  and  somewhat  scattered.  Most 
of  it  is  grown  in  the  east-central  part  just  below  the  cap  rock  and 
along  the  Canadian  River.  It  can  not  successfully  compete  with 
the  grain  sorghums  either  in  total  tonnage  or  in  yield  of  grain  per 
acre.  The  quality  of  the  crop  produced  usually  is  poor,  owing  to 
earworm  injury.  Bulletins  discussing  this  crop  on  the  Great  Plains 
are  available. 

CROP  VARIETIES  RECOMMENDED. 

The  varieties  of  small  grains  that  are  recommended  for  the  Pan- 
handle may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 

(1)  Winter  wheats. — ^The  hard  red  varieties  belonging  to  the  Crimean  group,  Hiich 
as  the  Tiu-key,  Kharkof,  Crimean,  and  Beloglina. 

(2)  Spring  oats. — ^The  large  red  oats  of  the  Rustproof  group,  represented  by  Red 
Algerian  and  Red  Rustproof.  These  are  really  winter  oats  but  are  here  grown  from 
spring  seeding. 

(3)  Winter  rye. — Any  good  winter  variety. 

(4)  Proso. — ^The  earlier  maturing  varieties,  of  which  Black  Voronezh  is  the  best. 
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PUBUCATIONS  OP  U.   S.   DEPARTMENT   OP  AGRICULTURE  TREATING 
OF  CEREAL  PRODUCTION  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  FREE  DISTRIBUTION. 

Sixty-Day  and  Kherson  Oats.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  395.) 
Com  Cultivation.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  414.) 
Seed  Com.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  415.) 
Oats:  Growing  the  Crop.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  424.) 
Barley:  Growing  the  Crop.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  443.) 
The  Smute  of  Wheat,  Oats,  Barley,  and  Com.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  507.) 
Dumm  WTieat.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  534.) 
Milo  as  a  Dry-Land  Grain  Crop.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  322.) 
Better  Grain-Sorghum  Crops.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  448.) 
Kafir  as  a  Grain  Crop.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  652.) 

Use  of  Com,  Kafir,  and  Cowpeas  in  the  Home.    (FarmerB*  Bulletin  559.) 
Uses  of  Sorghum  (train.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  686.) 

The  Feeding  of  Grain  Sorghums  to  Live  Stock.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  724.) 
Tests  of  Com  Varieties  on  the  Great  Plains.    (Department  Bulletin  307.) 
The  Grain  Sorghums:  Immigrant  Crops  That  Have  Made  Good.    Separate  625,  Year- 
book, 1913. 

FOR  SALE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Feterita,  a  New  \'ariety  of  Sorghmn.  Biu'eau  of  Plant  Industry  Circular  122-C. 
Paper,  5  cents. 

Three  Much-AQsrepresented  Sorghums.  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Circular  50. 
Paper,  5  cents. 

The  Importance  and  Improvement  of  the  Grain  Sorghums.  Bureau  of  Plant  Indiistry 
Bulletin  203.    Paper,  10  cents. 

Grain-Sorghum  Production  in  the  San  Antonio  Region  of  Texas.  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  Bulletin  237.    Paper,  5  cents. 

The  Kaoliangs:  A  New  Group  of  Grain  Sorghums.  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Bul- 
letin 253.    Paper,  15  cents. 

Cereal  Experiments  in  the  Texas  Panhandle.  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin 
283.    Paper,  10  cents. 
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CUTWORMS  AND  THEIR  CONTROL  IN  CO 
OTHER  CEREAL  CROPS. 

By  W.  R.  Walton  and  J.  J.  Davis, 
ErUomoloffical  AssUtantSf  Cereal  and  Forage  Insect  Investigati 

IMPORTANCE  AND  NATURE  OF  CUTWORM  INJURY. 

Numerous  complaints  of  the  ravages  of  cutworms,  especially  in 
relation  to  com,  are  received  each  season  by  the  department.  Prompt 
action  is  neces- 
sary for  control- 
ling cutworms 
after  their  pres- 
ence becomes 
noticeable  in  the 
spring,  which  is 
usually  about 
the  time  the  com 
begins  to  sprout. 
Because  of  the 
fact  that  the  de- ' 
lay  necessary  be- 
tween the  time 
the  worms  make 
their  appearance 
and  the  time  a 
reply  can  be 
received  from 
the  department 
is  often  disas- 
trous to  the  crop,  the  importance  of  recognizing  these  insects  and 
knowing  how  to  control  them  is  evident. 

39281  •—16 


Fio.  1. — Variegated  cutworm  (Perldroma  margaritoaa)  :  a.  Moth; 
h,  normal  form  of  caterpillar,  side  view  ;  c,  same  in  curved  posi- 
tion ;  d,  dark  form,  view  of  back ;  e,  greatly  enlarged  egg,  seen 
from  side;  f,  egg  mass  on  twig.     (From  Howard.) 
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Cutworm  injury  almost  invariably  occurs  in  the  spring,  the  plants 
usually  being  cut  off  at  the  surface,  or  a  little  below  the  surface,  of 
the  ground,  beginning  as  soon  as  the  first  plants  sprout  and  con- 
tinuing until  late  June  or  early  July,  by  which  time  the  worms  are 
full  grown.  Feeding  takes  place  at  night,  the  worms  resting  during 
the  day  beneath  debris  or  in  the  soil  at  a  depth  of  from  one-half  to  1 
inch  below  the  surface,  and  since  they  closely  resemble  the  color  of 
the  soil  in  most  cases,  the  cause  of  the  injury  is  often  not  apparent 
However,  if  the  soil  surrounding  the  cut-off  plant  be  examined  care- 
fully, the  culprit  will  quite  likely  be  found  curled  up  in  the  soil  as 
illustrated  (fig.  1,  c). 

LIFE  HISTORY  OP  CUTWORMS. 

The  various  cutworms  are  known  under  a  number  of  popular 
names,  such  as  the  glassy  cutworm,  greasy  cutworm,  variegated  cut- 
worm, clay-backed  cutworm,  etc.,  but  the  injuries  caused  by  them 
are  very  similar  and  their  habits  in  general  are  also  much  the  same. 
The  parents  of  cutworms  are  grayish  or  brownish  moths  or  "  millers," 
which  commonly  occur  at  lights  during  summer  evenings.  Each 
moth  may  lay  from  200  to  500  eggs,  either  in  masses  or  singly,  in 
fields  covered  with  dense  vegetation,  and  hence  are  to  be  found  more 
often  in  cultivated  fields  which  have  been  in  grass  or  weeds  the 
preceding  fall.  The  eggs  hatch  in  the  fall,  a  few  weeks  after  they 
are  laid,  usually  during  September,  and  the  young  cutworms,  after 
feeding  on  grass  and  other  vegetation  until  cold  weather,  pass  the 
winter  as  partly  grown  caterpillars.  If  such  infested  fields  are  left 
to  grass,  no  noticeable  injury  is  likely  to  occur,  but  when  it  is  broken 
up  and  planted  to  corn  or  other  wide-row  crops,  the  worms,  being 
suddenly  placed  on  "short  rations,"  wreak  havoc  with  the  newly 
planted  crops,  the  nearly  full-grown  worms  feeding  greedily  and 
consuming  an  enormous  amount  of  food.  In  northern  latitudes  they 
attain  full  growth  and  stop  feeding  in  late  June  or  early  July,  and 
change  to  the  pupal  or  resting  stage.  The  injury  oft^i  ceases  so 
suddenly  that  farmers  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  fact. 

CONTROL  OF  CUTWORMS. 

Land  to  be  planted  to  corn  the  following  spring,  especially  such 
land  as  has  laid  in  grass  for  a  considerable  time  and  is  likely  to 
contain  cutworms,  should  be  plowed  in  midsummer  or  early  fall 
about  the  time  the  eggs  are  laid,  or  better,  before  the  eggs  are  laid, 
for  then  vegetation  which  is  suitable  for  the  moths  to  lay  their  eggs 
upon  is  removed.  The  earlier  the  preceding  year  grasslands  to  be 
planted  to  corn  are  plowed,  the  less  will  be  the  probability  that  the 
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cutworm  moths  will  have  laid  their  eggs  thereon,  and  the  less,  con- 
sequently, will  be  the  danger  of  injury  by  cutworms  the  following 
year. 

Late  fall  and  winter  plowing  of  grasslands,  although  not  as  effec- 
tive as  early  plowing,  will  destroy  many  of  the  hibernating  cut- 
worms, as  well  as  such  other  important  com  pests  as  white  grubs, 
and  should  be  practiced  when  earlier  plowing  is  impracticable. 

Pasturing  hogs  upon  land  supposed  to  harbor  cutworms  is  a  bene- 
ficial practice,  as  these  animals  root  up  and  devour  insects  of  many 
kinds,  including  cutworms,  in  large  numbers.  Farm  poultry,  if 
trained  to  follow  the  plow,  will  prove  of  inestimable  value. 

When  cutworms  are  found  to  be  abundant  on  com  land,  the  use  of 
the  poisoned  bait  is  recommended.  This  may  be  prepared  as  follows: 
Mix  50  pounds  of  wheat  bran,  2  pounds  of  Paris  green,  and  6  finely 
chopped  oranges  or  lemons.  Then  bring  the  whole  mixture  to  the 
consistency  of  a  stiff  dough  by  the  addition  of  a  low-grade  molasses, 
such  as  is  used  in  cattle  rations,  adding  water  when  necessary.  Dis- 
tribute this  bait  over  the  infected  field  in  small  lumps,  taking  care  to 
sprinkle  it  sparingly  around  each  hill.  In  case  bran  can  not  be  readily 
obtained,  middlings  or  alfalfa  meal  may  be  successfully  substituted. 
In  fields  known  to  be  infested,  the  distribution  of  this  bait  should 
be  started  as  soon  as  the  com  begins  to  appear  above  ground  so  that 
the  cutiivorms  may  be  eliminated  as  quickly  as  possible  and  the  in- 
jured hills  promptly  replanted.  During  the  warmer  spring  months 
cutworms  do  most  of  their  feeding  at  night  and  burrow  into  the  soil 
to  the  depth  of  an  inch  or  two  during  the  day,  so  that  the  bait  will 
usually  be  more  effective  if  applied  during  the  late  afternoon  or 
early  evening  hours. 

Frequently  cutworms  migrate  to  cultivated  fields  from  adjoining 
gi^assland,  and  in  such  cases  the  crops  can  be  protected  by  running 
a  narrow  band  of  the  poisoned  bait  around  the  edge  of  the  field  or 
along  the  side  nearest  the  source  of  infestation. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

There  are  now  in  North  America  a  considerable  number  of 
species  of  ants  which  under  favoring  conditions  may  inhabit  dwell- 
ing houses  or  other  heated  buildings,  constructing  their  nests  and 
breeding  continuously  in  the  woodwork  or  masonry,  or  in  articles 
of  furniture  or  of  ornament,  and  subsisting  on  food  materials  which 
they  find  about  kitchens  and  pantries  or  scattered  in  living  rooms. 
Other  species  nesting  in  gardens  and  lawns  or  under  adjacent  walks 
may  occasionally  enter  houses  as  foragers  or  as  accidental  guests. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  of  the  ants  which  in  North  America 
frequent  houses  and  construct  their  nests  therein,  practically  all 
are  of  tropical  origin,  and  most  of  them  are  Old- World  species. 

^  The  anthorlty  for  the  scientific  names  and  the  source  of  many  records  of  the  less  well- 
known  hoose  ants  glren  In  this  bulletin  Is  the  notable  work  on  American  ants  by  Dr.  W.  M. 
Wheeler,  entitled  "Ants:  Their  Structure,  Derelopment,  and  Behaylour "  (1910).  Dr. 
Wheeler  has  also  read  the  text  of  this  bulletin  and  fumlshed  some  notes  not  ayallable 
In  print. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  further  interest  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
European  meadow  ant,  practically  all  of  the  ants  which  have  been 
introduced  into  North  America,  either  from  the  Old  World  or 
from  South  America,  are  such  tropical  species  and  potential  house 
pests.  All  of  these  introduced  species  have  been  brought  to  North 
America  and  many  of  them  given  cosmopolitan  distribution  through 
the  agency  of  commerce.  The  tropical  ants  in  their  native  countries 
are  still  normally  outdoor  species,  although  in  the  Tropics  they  also 
frequent  human  habitations,  including  ships,  and,  by  colonizing  in 
ships'  cargoes,  are  easily  given  world-wide  distribution.    Some  of 


Fkj.  1. — The  little  black  ant  (Monomorium  minimum) :  a,  Male  ;  6,  pupa  ;  c,  female;  d,  same 
with  wings  ;  e,  worker;  /,  larva  ;  g,  eggs ;  group  of  workers  In  line  of  march  below.  All 
enlarged,  the  lettered  Ulustrations  all  drawn  to  the  same  scale.     (Original.) 

these  Old-World  species  have  become  established  as  out-of-door 
species  in  the  New-World  Tropics,  but  in  temperate  regions  they  are 
able  to  survive  only  in  dwellings,  hothouses,  mills,  or  other  struc- 
tures where  the  requisite  warmth  is  maintained.  The  ability  of 
these  imported  tropical  species  to  maintain  themselves  is  largely 
due  to  the  protection  from  competition  with  our  native  species 
iifforded  by  this  house-dwelling  habit. 

None  of  these  ants,  with  the  exception,  in  rare  instances,  of  the 
carpenter  ant,  are  so  destructive  to  household  effects  or  supplies 
as  they  are  annoying  from  the  mere  fact  of  their  presence  and  their 
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faculty  of  "getting  into"  articles  of  food,  particularly  sugars, 
sirups,  cakes,  candies  and  other  sweets,  and  cooked  foods  of  animal 
origin.  Having  once  gained  access  to  articles  of  this  sort,  the  dis- 
covery is  at  once  reported  to  the  colony,  and  in  an  incredibly  short 
time  the  premises  may  be  swarming  with  these  unwelcome  visitors. 

KINDS  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  HOUSE  ANTS. 

The  different  kinds  of  North  American  house  ants  may  be  grouped 
on  the  basis  of  origin  as  follows:  (1)  Tropical  Old- World  ants,  rep- 
resented hy  12  species;  (2)  ants  introduced  from  the  New- World 
Tropics,  represented  by  5  species;  (3)  native  North  American  ants  of 
temperate  regions  which  occasionally  inhabit  dwelling  houses,  repre- 
sented by  2  species;  and  (4)  such  occasional  garden  and  lawn  ants 
as  may  from  time  to  time  become  accidental  house  pests  by  extending 
their  forays  into  dwelling  houses  in  quest  of  food,  of  which  4  native 
North  American  species  are  discussed,  and  also  the  introduced  Euro- 
pean meadow  ant. 

INTRODUCBD  TBOPICAL  OLD-WORLD  ANTS. 

The  little  red  ant,^  or  Pharaoh's  ant  (fig.  2),  is  the  best  known 
house  species.  It  has  attained  a  thoroughly  cosmopolitan  distribu- 
tion and  has  been  domesticated  so  long  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  de- 
termine its  exact  origin,  except  to  place  it  generally  in  the  Old- World 
Tropics.  It  was  originally  a  soil  ant,  nesting  out  of  doors  in  warm 
countries,  and  doubtless  continues  this  habit  in  the  tropics  of  both 
hemispheres.  In  temperate  regions  it  passes  its  entire  existence  in 
heated  houses. 

Three  other  species  of  the  same  genus  of  Old- World  tropical  ants 
are  recorded  as  having  been  brought  to  our  shores  and  as  having 
gained  foothold,  occasionally  in  dwellings.^  None  of  these  species 
have,  however,  so  far  established  any  important  record  in  this  coun- 
try as  house  pests,  although  they  may  be  expected  to  appear  at  any 
time  in  dwelling  houses  and  other  heated  structures,  particularly  in 
the  southern  United  States,  and  possibly  farther  north  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard.  One  of  these,  Monomorium  salomords^  is  stated 
to  be  the  most  abundant  of  North  African  ants,  and  to  have  been 
widely  distributed  by  commerce  and  to  occur  in  most  tropical  and 
subtropical  countries.  A  native  species  of  the  same  genus,*  known 
as  the  little  black  ant,  is  referred  to  elsewhere. 

Two  CMd- World  agricultural  or  harvester  ants  *  have  been  brought 
to  this  country  by  commerce  and  are  now  fairly  well  established  in 

1  Uonwmwrium  pTuiraonit  L. 

*  Monomorium  salofnonig  L.,  Monomorium  destructa  Jerdon,  and  Monomorium  floricola 
Jerdon. 

'Monomorium  minimum  Buckley. 

*  8ol€nop9i$  geminata  Fab.  BUbBpedea  rufa  Jerdon  and  Pheidole  megacephala  Fab. 
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tropical  America,  and  are  potential  house  pests.  One  of  these,  Phel- 
dole  megacepJiola^  was  formerly  the  important  house  ant  of  Madeira, 
occurring  in  prodigious  numbers  throughout  the  southern  portion  of 
the  island  and  up  to  an  elevation  of  1,000  feet,  nesting  out  of  doors 
under  nearly  every  stone,  and  in  houses  generally.  It  is  stated  also 
that  this  ant  is  very  common  in  the  Bermudas  and  West  Indies  and 
will  probably  be  found  in  Florida,  and  that  wherever  it  gains  foot- 
hold in  subtropical  countries  it  is  able  to  propagate  very  rapidly  and 


Fio.  2. — The  little  red  or  Pharaoh's  ant  {MonomoriMm  pharaonia)  ;  a.  Queen  or  female; 
h,  worker.    Both  drawings  enlarged  to  the  same  scaie.     (Original.) 

to  exterminate  the  indigenous  ant  fauna;  in  fact,  several  instance^ 
of  this  kind  have  been  noted.  This  ant,  on  the  other  hand,  has  itself 
lately  been  driven  out  and  practically  exterminated  in  Madeira  by 
the  Argentine  ant,^  which  latter  ant  has  also,  in  New  Orleans  and 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  similarly  displaced  our  native  ants. 
As  North  American  house  ants,  however,  neither  of  these  Old-World 
harvester  ants  has  so  far  assumed  any  importance,  although  both 
probably  occur  in  Florida. 

*  IridomufTnes  huiuilia  Muyr. 
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Six  other  Old- World  tropical  ants  have  been  recorded  as  introduced 
house-infesting  species  in  North  America.^  These,  like  other  Old- 
World  ants,  have  been  brought  in  through  the  agency  of  commerce 
and  have  gained  foothold  in  tropical  America  and  are  occasionally 
found  nesting  in  hothouses  and  other  heated  structures  in  temperate 
regions. 

One  of  these  ants,  Prenolepts  longicorma^  a  slender,  black  species 
with  unusually  long  legs  and  ant^mae  or  ^'  feelers,"  has  earned  the 
common  name  of  "crazy  ant"  from  its  habit  of  running  about, 
usually  singly  and  apparently  aimlessly,  with  a  quick,  jerky  motion. 
This  ant  has  long  been  a  common  species  in  the  greenhouses  of  tem- 
perate Europe  and  America,  and  in  some  of  these,  as  in  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes  in  Paris,  it  has  been  a  permanent  resident  for  more 
than  40  years.  It  has  acquired  a  footing  in  tropical  Florida,  and 
probably  also  in  other  localities  in  the  Gulf  States,  and  has  been 
reported  as  infesting,  even  to  the  top  floors,  large  apartment  build- 


.Fio.  3. — An  introduced  tropical  Old-World  ant  PloQiolepU  longipea.     Enlarged.     (Aftei 

Wheeler.) 

ings  in  New  York  City,  and  also  as  occurring  in  hotels  and  flats  in 
Boston.  It  is  a  conmion  house  ant  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
India  is  believed  to  be  the  original  home  of  this  ant,  whence  it  haa 
been  carried  to  all  tropical  countries  in  ships,  and  it  has  been  ac- 
companied in  its  wanderings  by  three  insect  messmates,  namely, 
two  beetles  and  a  small  cricket. 

A  related  species,  Prenolepis  vividula^  is  a  conmion  greenhouse 
pest  in  Europe  and  is  reported  as  having  been  found  in  greenhouses 
in  this  country;  in  one  instance  as  far  north  as  Canada.  Another 
of  these  Old- World  ants,  Plagiolepis  longipea  (fig.  3),  will  probably 
ultimately  come  into  prominence  as  a  house  species  on  this  continent. 
Its  original  home  is  given  as  Cochin  China,  but  it  has  already  estab- 
lished a  foothold  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  world.  On  the 
island  of  Reunion,  for  example,  it  is  very  abundant  and  is  reported 
to  be  driving  out  some  of  the  primitive  species.  It  has  also  been 
recorded  on  this  continent  from  Todos  Santos,  Lower  California. 

*  Teiramorium  guineense  Ptb.,   Tetfxtmorium  aitniUimum   Roger,   Tapinoma  melanoce- 
phaium  Pab.,  Prenolepis  longicomie  Latr.,  P.  vUfidula  Nyl.,  and  Plagiolepis  longipee  Jerdon. 
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INTRODUCED  TROPICAL  NEW-WORLD  ANTS. 

Of  the  ants  introduced  into  North  America  from  the  New- World 
Tropics  the  one  of  greatest  economic  importance  is  what  has  now 
come  to  be  generally  known  as  the  Argentine  ant  (fig.  4)^  from  its 
supposed  Argentine  origin.  It  is  known,  however,  to  be  a  serious 
pest  in  Brazil  and  Uruguay,  as  well  as  in  Argentina.  It  is  some- 
times also  called  the  New  Orleans  ant,  from  the  isLct  that  it  gained 
its  first  foothold  from  colonies  brou^t  in,  presumably  from  Brazil, 


Fig.  4. — The  Argentine  ant   {TridomyrmeT  humMs),     1,  Wingless  female,     f,   Worker. 

5,  Immature  stages :  a.  Eggs ;  6,  young  larva ;  c,  full-grown  larva ;  d,  pupa,  side  view ; 

6,  pupa,  ventral  view ;  /,  pupa,  dorsal  view,     k,  Male.     All  enlarged  to  the  same  scale. 
(Original.) 

by  some  ships'  cargoes  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans.  It  is  a  much 
worse  house  pest  than  even  the  little  red  ant  or  any  of  the  other 
house  ants  and  is  in  addition  a  very  serious  enemy  of  field  and 
garden  crops  and  orchard  trees.  It  has  rapidly  spread  from  the  point 
of  introduction  throughout  Louisiana  and  has  been  carried  by  traffic 
to  California,  where  it  has  become  a  serious  pest  in  citrus  orchards 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  in  houses  as  far  north  as  San 
Francisco.    It  is  undoubtedly  destined  to  extend  its  outdoor  range 

*  Iridomyrmex  humiUs  Majrr. 
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wherever  climatic  conditions  permit  and  as  a  house  and  greenhouse 
pest  over  a  much  wider  area.  Its  role  as  an  exterminator  of  native 
ants  in  the  New  Orleans  district  and  in  the  island  of  Madeira  has 
already  been  referred  to.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  imported  tropical 
ants  which  causes  any  large  monetary  losses.  The  other  species, 
as  elsewhere  noted,  are  for  the  most  part  merely  annoying. 

Four  other  species  of  ants  from  tropical  America  have  gained, 
through  the  agency  of  commerce,  some  foothold  as  house  pests  in  the 
southern  and  eastern  United  States,  and  manage  to  live  for  con- 
siderable periods  of  time  in  northern  heated  houses.^ 

One  of  these,  Prenolepia  fulva  subspecies  pubens^  has  been  recorded 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  it  was  found  infesting  one  of 
the  hothouses  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  It  is  believed  to  be  a 
native  of  Brazil,  but  now  occurs  quite  abundantly  in  Cuba  and  other 
West  Indian  Islands.  It  is  still  a  comparatively  rare  house  pest,  how- 
ever, in  temperate  regions  of  North  America,  and,  except  in  the 
Tropics,  undoubtedly  can  not  survive  outside  of  heated  buildings. 

NATIVE  NORTH  AMERICAN  ANTS  OF  TEMPERATE  REGIONS. 

Only  one  North  American  ant  of  temperate  regions  has  become  a 
true  house  dweller  and  pest.  This  distinction  belongs  to  the  little 
"  thief  ant,"  *  a  native  of  our  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  The 
workers  of  this  ant  are  very  small,  and  yellowish  in  color.  They 
frequently,  as  do  also  Old- World  species  of  the  genus,  inhabit  the 
gallery  walls  of  other  and  larger  ants,  where  they  are  apparently 
unnoticed,  and  kill  and  eat  the  helpless  larvae  and  pupse  of  their  ap- 
parently unconscious  hosts.  The  thief  ant  may,  however,  lead  an  in- 
dependent existence,  and  has  been  reported  as  a  frequent  pest  in 
dwellings.  It  feeds  on  any  animal  matter,  including  dead  insects, 
and  has  been  recorded  as  attacking  the  sprouting  kernels  of  Indian 
com.  This  species  can  be  readily  distinguished  from  the  little  red, 
or  Pharaoh's,  ant  by  its  much  lighter  color  and  smaller  size.'  This 
species  is  reported  by  C.  H.  Popenoe,  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  nesting  in  houses  very 
much  as  does  the  little  red  ant,  colonies  of  the  thief  ant  having  been 
found,  for  example,  in  an  envelope,  and  again  in  a  box  of  photo- 
graphic dry  plates. 

The  carpenter  ant*  (fig.  5)  should  be  considered  in  the  list  of  house 
ants,  although  perhaps  only  accidentally,  and  imder  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances, a  house-infesting  species.  The  carpenter  ant  of  North 
America,   a  subspecies  or   variety   of  the  European   and   Asiatic 

1  PrenolepU  fulva  Mayr  sabepecies  puhena  Forel,  Neoponera  vUlosa  F.  Smith,  Cam- 
ponotus  abdominalia  Roger  subspecies  floridanus  Buckley,  and  PJieidole  ftavens  Roger  sub- 
ipecies  ftoridanus  Emery. 

*Bol€nop9U  molesta  Say. 

•It  Is  further  distinguished  by  the  possession  of  very  rudimentary  eyes,  and  a  two- 
jointed  instead  of  three-jointed  "  club  "  to  the  antenna. 

^  ComponotU9  herculeanus  L.,  subspecies  penngplvanicus  De  G. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8  FAKMEBS'   BULLETIN  140. 

species  of  the  same  name,  is  darii:  brown  or  black  in  color,  and  is 
the  largest  of  the  house-frequenting  ants,  the  workiers  varying  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  inch  in  length  and  the  winged  female  attain- 
ing a  length  of  nearly  an  inch.  It  normally  constructs  its  galleries 
in  logs  and  dead  trees  in  forests,  but  not  infrequently,  in  the  case  of 
wooden  houses,  and  especially  those  in  or  near  forested  tracts,  gains 
access  through  porch  beams  or  the  underpinning  of  such  houses  and 
mines  and  weakens  the  supporting  timbers  and  other  woodwork.  As 
a  rule  it  affects  only  the  decaying  portions  of  the  wood,  but  some- 
times carries  its  channels  into  the  sound  wood.  Many  instances  of 
damage  of  this  sort  have  been  reported,  possibly  some  of  them, 


1 


r 


^^; 


Pio.  5. — The  carpenter  ant  (Camponotus  herouleanua  pennsylvanicus)  :  a.  Winged  female; 
b,  worker  major;  c,  worker  minor.    All  enlarged  to  same  scale.     (Original.) 

however,  due  to  confusion  of  the  work  of  this  ant  with  that  of  the 
common  termite  or  so-called  white  ant.^ 

GARDEN  AND  LAWN  ANTS  AS  HOUSE  PESTS. 

Almost  any  of  the  common  garden  or  lawn  ants  which  build  their 
little  crater  nests  in  lawns  or  in  soil  about  houses  may  become  tem- 
porarily or  on  occasion  house  pests  in  their  search  for  food  sub- 
stances. Four  native  ants  and  one  introduced  species  have  achieved 
notoriety  in  this  way.*  One  of  these,  referred  to  in  earlier  circu- 
lars issued  by  this  department  on  house  ants  as  the  little  black  ant' 

*  Leucotennea  flavipes  Kollar. 

» Monomorium  minimum  Buckley,  Laaiua  niger  L.  var.  americanua  Emery,  Prenoleipi* 
imparia  Say,  and  Formica  fuaca  L,  var.  auhaericea  Say. 

*  Monomorium  minimum  Buckley. 
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(fig.  1),  is  essentially  a  lawn  or  meadow  ant,  and  its  entrance  into 
houses  is  due  to  chance  or  accident.  Its  small  nests,  with  the  opening 
surrounded  by  its  protecting  wall  of  fine  grains  of  soil,  can  be  fre- 
quently noted  in  lawns,  and  if  these  nests  are  opened  the  colonies 
will  be  found  to  ccm&dst  of  workers,  with  one  or  more  much  larger 
gravid  females.  When  these  or  other  lawn  ants  gain  access  to  houses, 
attracted  by  food  supplies,  the  nuisance  can  often  be  eliminated  by 
tracing  them  back  to  their  outdoor  colony  and  destroying  the  latter, 
as  hereinafter  described. 

"F^erhaps  the  most  abundant  and  widespread  lawn  or  garden  ant 
is  a  small  yellowish-brown  species  which  may  be  given  the  common 
name  of  the  American  lawn  ant.*  Its  crater  nests  are  exceptionally 
abundant  throughout  the  Northern  States,  and  not  infrequently  a 
dozen  or  more  nests  may  occur  on  a  square  yard  of  lawn  surface. 
In  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  occasionally  gains  entrance  to  houses 
and  becomes  annoying  as  a  depredator  on  larder  supplies,  it  is  a 
lawn  and  garden  pest  of  some  importance ;  and,  furthermore,  has  the 
reputation  of  hoarding  over  winter  the  eggs  of  aphids  and  col- 
onizing the  young  aphids  in  the  spring  on  their  host  plants,  thus 
becoming  a  very  important  factor  in  increasing  the  damage  to 
garden  and  field  crops  by  these  injurious  insects.  In  the  case  of 
lawns  and  meadows,  aside  from  the  harboring  of  injurious  aphids, 
-direct  injury  from  this  ant  is  probably  negligible,  or  is  offset  by  the 
actual  benefit  which  may  result  from  the  bringing  up  of  its  little  cra- 
ters of  sand  and  earth  to  form  a  sort  of  top  dressing  or  soil  mulch. 
The  other  two  native  garden  and  lawn  ants  have  similar  habits. 

In  this  same  class  of  outdoor  ants  which  may  occasionally  find 
entrance  into  houses  should  be  included  the  common  European 
meadow  ant,"  one  of  the  few  Old- World  ants  of  temperate  regions 
which  has  been  brought  to  America.  This  ant  has  readily  accommo- 
dated itself  to  conditions  of  urban  existence  in  the  eastern  United 
States,  and  its  colonies  occur  in  lawns  and  often  under  pavements,  or 
beneath  flagging  or  stones  in  yards.  These  colonies  are  often  large 
and  may  frequently  be  uncovered  in  masses  of  a  quart  or  more,  on 
turning  over  stones  in  yards  or  lifting  flagging  in  paths. 

HABITS  AND  LIFE  HISTORY  OF  HOUSE  ANTS- 

In  habits  and  life  history  these  ants  are  all  much  alike  and,  in 
common  with  other  social  insects,  present  that  most  complex  and 
interesting  phase  of  communal  life,  with  its  accompanying  divi- 
sion of  labor  and  diversity  of  forms  of  individuals,  all  working  to- 
gether in  the  most  perfect  harmony  and  accord.  The  ants  ordinarily 
seen  in  houses  are  neuters  or  workers.  In  the  colony  itself,  if  it  be  dis- 
covered and  opened,  will  be  found  also  the  larger  wingless  females  and, 


"^  LoBius  niger  L.  rar.  americanmt  Emery. 
*  Tetramorium  caespitum  L. 
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at  the  proper  season,  the  winged  males  and  females.  During  most 
of  the  year,  however,  the  colony  consists  almost  exclusively  of  work- 
ers, with  one  or  more  perfect  wingless  females.  Winged  males  and 
females  are  produced  during  the  summer  and  almost  inmiediately 
take  their  nuptial  flight.  The  males  soon  peri^,  and  the  females 
shortly  afterward  tear  off  their  own  wings,  which  are  but  feebly 
attached,  and  set  about  the  establishment  of  new  colonies.  The  eggs, 
which  are  produced  in  extraordinary  numbers  by  the  females  or 
"  queen  "  ants,  are  very  minute,  oval,  whitish  objects,  and  are  cared 
for  by  the  workers,  the  young  larvae  being  fed  in  very  much  the  same 
way  as  in  the  colonies  of  the  hive  bee.  The  so-called  ant  eggs,  in 
the  popular  conception,  are  not  eggs  at  all,  but  the  white  larvae  and 
pupae,  and  those  of  females  or  males  are  much  larger  than  those  of 
the  workers  and  many  times  larger  than  the  true  eggs. 

MEANS  OF  CONTROLLING  HOUSE  AND  LAWN  ANTS. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  HOUSE  COLONIES. 

The  distinctively  house-inhabiting  ants,  such  as  the  little  red  or 
Pharaoh's  ant,  and  other  imported  species  nesting  in  the  woodwork, 
masonry,  or  articles  of  furniture,  etc.,  are  often  very  difficult  to 
eradicate  because  of  their  inaccessibility.  If  the  nest  can  be  located 
by  following  the  workers  back  to  their  point  of  disappearance,  the  in- 
mates of  the  nest,  if  near  by,  may  sometimes  be  reached  by  inject- 
ing a  little  bisulphid  of  carbon,  kerosene,  or  gasoline  into  the  open- 
ing by  means  of  an  oil  can  or  small  syringe.  In  the  ttse  of  these 
substances^  naturally^  precautions  should  be  taken  to  see  that  no  fire 
is  present^  as  all  of  them  are  vrhflarmnable.  If  the  nest  is  under  floor- 
ing it  may  sometimes  be  gotten  at  by  removing  a  section ;  but,  as  a 
rule,  unless  the  colony  can  thus  be  reached  and  destroyed  other  meas- 
ures are  of  only  temporary  avail  if  food  or  other  conditions  continue 
to  attract  the  ants  and  facilitate  their  continued  breeding  in  the  house. 

The  removal,  therefore,  of  the  attracting  substances  in  houses, 
wherever  practical,  should  be  the  flrst  step.  Ants  are  attracted  by 
food  material,  especially  cake,  bread,  sugar,  meat,  and  like  sub- 
stances, in  pantries  and  elsewhere,  and  the  nuisance  of  their  presence 
can  be  largely  limited  by  promptly  cleaning  up  all  food  scattered  by 
children  and  by  keeping  in  the  pantry  or  storeroom  all  food  supplies 
which  may  attract  ants,  in  ant-proof  metal  containers  or  in  ice  boxes, 
and  limiting  the  amoimt  of  such  articles  as  far  as  possible  to  daily 
needs. 

That  it  is  possible  to  drive  ants  away  from  household  supplies  by 
the  use  of  repellents,  particularly  camphor  and  naphthalene  flakes  or 
powdered  moth  balls,  has  been  asserted.  The  use  of  most  of  such 
repellent  substances,  however,  in  connection  with  food  supplies,  is 
impracticable,  and  careful  tests  have  indicated  that  such  substances 
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have  only  slightly  repellent  properties  and  bring  comparatively 
little  benefit. 

The  collection  of  ants  by  the  use  of  attractive  baits  is  frequently 
recommended.  Perhaps  as  convenient  a  bait  as  any  consists  of  small 
sponges  moistened  with  sweetened  water  and  placed  in  situations 
where  they  can  be  easily  reached  by  the  ants.  These  sponges  may 
be  collected  several  times  daily  and  the  ants  swarming  on  them  de- 
stroyed by  immersion  in  hot  water.  It  is  reported  also  that  a  sirup 
made  by  dissolving  borax  and  sugar  in  boiling  water  and  distributed 
on  sponges  will  effect  the  destruction  of  the  ants  in  numbers.  Reme- 
dies of  this  kind,  however,  are  of  doubtful  value.  They  may  be 
useful  at  the  outset  when  the  colonies  are  few  and  small  and  when 
most  of  the  individuals  may,  by  these  means,  be  secured  and  de- 
stroyed. Very  frequently,  however,  the  distribution  of  such  baits 
will  simply  result  in  a  mcnre  wide  exploitation  of  a  good  forage 
ground  and  an  actual  increase  of  the  ant  nuisance. 

A  more  efficient  remedy,  where  it  can  be  safely  used,  is  a  sirup 
poisoned  with  arsenate  of  soda,  the  idea  being  that  the  ants  wUl 
collect  this  poison  sirup  and  convey  it  to  their  nests,  so  that  not  cmly 
the  ants  which  collect  the  sirup  are  ultimately  killed,  but  the  inmates 
of  nests  feeding  on  it  also  succumb.  The  formula  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  sirup  is  as  follows:  One  pound  of  sugar  dissolved  in  a 
quart  of  water,  to  which  should  be  added  125  grains  of  arsenate  of 
soda.  The  mixture  should  be  boiled  and  strained,  and  on  cooling  is 
used  with  sponges,  as  already  described.  The  addition  of  a  small 
amount  of  honey  is  said  to  add  to  the  attractiveness  to  ants  of  this 
mixture.  NaburaUy  the  greais9t  precautions  should  he  taken 'in 
preparing  this  sirup  aar^d  in  safeguarding  it  afterwards  to  prevent  its 
being  the  camise  of  poisoning  to  human  beings  or  domestic  animals. 
This  method  of  control  has  been  tested  for  three  years  by  an  expert  ^  of 
the  Bureau  of  Entomology  of  this  department  and  has  given  very  sat- 
isfactory results.  Similar  success  with  it  has  been  reported  by  others, 
including  persons  engaged  professionally  in  insect  extermination.  A 
related  formula  experimentally  worked  out  for  the  Argentine  ant  will 
appear  in  a  special  bulletin  on  this  insect.^    This  formula  is  as  follows : 

Granulated  sugar 35   pounds. 

Water « 7i  pints. 

Tartaric  acid  (crystallized) jounce. 

Boil  these  ingredients  together  slowly  for  80  niinutes  and  aUow  theaa  to  cool. 
Then  slowly  dissolve  three-fourths  ounce  sodium  arsenlte  (NaAsd)  in  one-lmlf 
pint  of  hot  water.  Allow  this  to  cool,  then  add  it  to  the  sirup,  stirring  thor- 
roughly.  Add  li  pounds  of  pure  honey  to  the  sirup  and  the  mixture  is  ready 
for  use. 

»  C  H.  Popenoe. 

•  B«ri>«r,  £.  B.    Tlie  Argentine  ant :  Distribution  and  control.    U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Bui.  377. 
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.  DESTRUCTION  OP  LAWN  ANTS. 

In  the  case  of  lawn  ants  where  only  a  small  area  with  few  nests 
are  concerned,  drenching  the  nests  with  boiling  water  or  injecting  a 
small  quantity  of  kerosene  or  coal  oil  will  be  effective,  and  similar 
treatment  will  apply  to  nests  between  or  beneath  paving  stones. 

Another  simple  means  of  destroying  such  ants  in  lawns  of  small 
extent  is  to  spray  the  lawns  with  kerosene  emulsion  (see  Farmers' 
Bulletin  127)  or  with  a  very  strong  soap  wash,  prepared  by  dissolv- 
ing any  common  laimdry  soap  in  water  at  the  rate  of  from  half  a 
pound  to  a  pound  of  soap  to  the  gallon  of  water. 

An  effective  control  method  for  larger  ant  colonies  is  to  inject  into 
the  nest  a  quantity  of  bisulphide  of  carbon,  a  chemical  which  can  be 
purchased  at  any  drug  store.  This  substance  can  be  placed  in  the 
nest  with  an  oil  can.  or  small  syringe,  the  quantity  varying  from 
half  an  ounce  for  a  very  tiny  nest  to  2  or  3  ounces  or  more,  depending 
on  the  size  of  the  nest.  An  oil  can  or  syringe  with  a  long  spout  is 
convenient  for  this  purpose,  as  this  can  be  inserted  into  the  nests 
and  the  liquid  injected  without  its  being  too  near  the  operator's  noae. 
To  facilitate  entrance  of  the  chemical,  the  ant  hole  can  be  enlarged 
with  a  sharp  stick  or  iron  rod.  The  depth  of  the  injection  will  de- 
pend on  the  size  of  the  nest — from  an  inch  or  two  to  greater  depths. 
After  injection  of  the  bisulphide  of  carbon  the  entrance  opening 
should  be  closed  by  pressure  of  the  foot  to  retain  the  bisulphide, 
which  will  then  penetrate  slowly  throughout  the  underground  chan- 
nels of  the  nest  and  kill  the  inmates.  The  efficiency  of  this  remedy  is 
increased  by  covering  the  nest  immediately  after  tiie  injection  with  a 
wet  blanket  or  other  heavy  cloth,  to  better  retain  the  fumes  of  the 
chemical.  Bisulphide  of  carbon  has  a  very  disagreeable  odor,  but  its 
fumes  are  not  poisonous  to  higher  animals.  As  already  notedy  it 
shovld  he  kept  away  from  ftre^  as  its  fwnes  wre  infkmmiable  and  may 
explode  if  igmted^  ranch  like  gasoline  vapor. 

PROTECTION  FROM  THE  CARPENTER  ANT. 

The  method  of  protection  from  damage  by  the  carpenter  ant  is 
practically  the  same  as  that  employed  to  protect  from  termites,* 
namely,  preventing  the  ants  from  gaining  access  to  foundation  tim- 
bers by  using  in  the  foundations  only  timbers  which  have  been  pre- 
viously impregnated  with  creosote.  Ants  infesting  house  timbers 
which  have  not  been  so  protected  may  sometimes  be  reached  and 
killed  by  the  abundant  use  of  kerosene  injected  by  means  of  a  syringe 
or,  where  the  timbers  are  accessible,  by  spraying  or  soaking  them  with 
kerosene.  All  timbers  which  have  been  mined  and  weakened  should, 
however,  be  replaced  with  timbers  protected  with  creosote. 

^A  special  pabllcation  on  white  ants  (Department  Bulletin  No.  838,  prepared  in  the 
Bureau  of  Entomology)  has  been  Uuiued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  may  be  had 
on  appUcation. 
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THE  SUREST  way  to  keep  a  house  free  from  ants 
is  to  leave  no  food  lying  about  on  shelves  or  in 
open  places  where  fhey  can  reach  it.  Ants  go  where 
they  find  food,  and  if  the  food  supplies  of  the  house- 
hold are  kept  in  ant-proof  metal  containers  or  in  ice 
boxes,  and  if  all  food  that  may  happen  to  be  scat- 
tered by  children  or  others  is  cleaned  up  promptly, 
the  ant  nuisance  will  be  slight.  Cake,  bread,  sugar, 
meat,  and  like  substances  are  especially  attractive  to 
the  ants  and  should  be  kept  from, them. 

Methods  of  killing  ants  with  poisoned  baits,  and 
of  attracting  them  to  sweetened  baits  and  afterwards 
destroying  them,  may  be  used  also,  though  these 
methods  are  most  effective  when  the  colonies  are 
few  and  small. 

The  kinds  of  ants  that  live  about  houses  and 
lawns,  together  with  their  habits,  the  baits  to  use  in 
luring  them  to  their  destruction,  and  other  methods 
of  combating  them,  are  described  in  this  bulletin. 
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TROPICAL  ORIGIN  OF  HOUSE  ANTS. 

THEBE  are  now  in  North  America  a  considerable  number  of 
species  of  ants  which  under  favoring  conditions  may  inhabit 
dwelling  houses  or  other  heated  buildings,  constructing  their  nests 
and  breeding  continuously  in  the  woodwork  or  masonry,  or  in  articles 
of  furniture  or  of  ornament,  and  subsisting  on  food  materials  which 
they  find  about  kitchens  and  pantries  or  scattered  in  living  rooms. 
Other  species  nesting  in  gardens  and  lawns  or  under  adjacent  walks 
may  occasionally  enter  houses  as  foragers  or  as  accidental  guests. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  of  the  ants  which  in  North  America 
frequent  houses  and  construct  their  nests  therein,  practically  all 
are  of  tropical  origin,  and  most  of  them  are  Old- World  species. 
It  is  a  matter  of  further  interest  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
European  meadow  ant,  practically  all  of  the  ants  which  have  been 
introduced  into  North  America,  either  from  the  Old  World  or 
from  South  America,  are  tropical  species  and  potential  house 
pests.  All  of  these  introduced  species  have  been  brought  to  North 
America  and  many  of  them  given  cosmopolitan  distribution  through 
the  agency  of  commerce.  The  tropical  ants  in  their  native  countries 
are  still  normally  outdoor  species,  although  in  the  Tropics  they  also 
frequent  human  habitations,  including  ships,  and,  by  colonizing  in 
ships'  cargoes,  are  easily  given  world-wide  distribution.     Some  of 

^  The  authority  for  the  scientific  names  and  the  Rource  of  many  records  of  the  lees  well- 
known  house  ants  giTen  in  this  bulletin  is  the  notable  work  on  American  ants  by  Dr.  W.  BC. 
Wheeler,  entitled  "Ants:  Their  Structure,  Development,  and  Behaviour*'  (1910).  Dr. 
Wheeler  has  also  read  the  text  of  this  bulletin  and  furnished  some  notes  not  availabto 
In  print. 
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Fig.  1. — ^The  little  black  ant  (Monomorium  minimum) :  a,  Male ;  b,  pupa ;  o,  female ;  d, 
with  wings ;  e,  worker ;  f,  larva ;  ff,  eggs ;  group  of  workers  In  line  of  mardi  Wow.     AB 
enlarged,  the  lettered  illoBtrations  all  drawn  to  the  same  aoile.     (Orlgliial.) 

these  Old- World  species  have  become  established  as  out-of-door 
species  in  the  New- World  Tropics,  but  in  temperate  regions  they  are 
able  to  survive  only  in  dwellings,  hothouses,  mills,  or  other  struc- 
tures where  the  requisite  warmth  is  maintained.  The  ability  of 
these  imported  tropical  species  to  maintain  themselves  is  largely 
due  to  the  protection  from  competition  with  our  native  species 
afforded  by  this  house-dwelling  habit. 

None  of  these  ants,  with  the  exception,  in  rare  instances,  of  the 
carpenter  ant,  are  so  destructive  to  household  effects  or  supplies 
,fis  they  are  annoying  from  the  mere  fact  of  their  presence  and  their 
faculty  of  "getting  into^  articles  of  food,  particulaiiy  sugars, 
sirups,  cakes,  candies  and  other  sweets,  and  cooked  foods  of  animal 
origin.  Having  onoe  gained  access  to  articles  of  this  sort,  the  dis- 
covery is  at  once  reported  to  the  colony,  and  in  an  incredibly  short 
time  the  premises  may  be  swarming  with  these  unwelcome  visitors. 

KINDS  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  HOU6E  ANTS. 

The  different  kinds  of  North  American  house  ants  may  be  grcmped 
on  the  basis  of  origin  as  follows:  (1)  Tropical  Old- World  ants,  rep- 
resented by  12  species;  (2)  ants  introduced  from  the  New- World 
Tropics,  represented  by  5  species;  (3)  native  North  American  ants  of 
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tempormte  regions  which  occa^onally  mhabit  dwelling  houses,  repre- 
sented by  2  species;  and  (4)  sadi  occasional  garden  and  lawn  ants 
as  may  from  time  to  time  beccmie  accidental  house  pests  by  extending 
their  forays  into  dwelling  houses  in  quest  of  food,  of  which  4  native 
North  American  species  are  discussed,  and  also  the  introduced  Euro- 
pean meadow  ant. 

INTRODUCED  TROPICAIi  OIJ>-WORLD  ANTS. 

The  little  red  ant,^  or  Pharaoh's  ant  (fig.  2),  is  the  best  known 
house  species.  It  has  attained  a  thoroughly  cosmopolitan  distribu- 
tion and  has  been  domesticated  so  long  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  de- 
tonnine  its  exact  origin,  except  to  place  it  generally  in  the  Old- World 
Tropics.  It  was  originally  a  soil  ant,  nesting  out  of  doors  in  warm 
countries,  and  doubtless  continues  this  habit  in  the  Tropics  of  both 
hemispheres.  In  temperate  regions  it  passes  its  entire  existence  in 
heated  houses. 

Three  other  species  of  the  same  genus  of  Old- World  tropical  ants 
are  recorded  as  having  been  brought  to  our  shores  and  as  having 
gained  foothold,  occasionally  in  dwellings.*  None  of  these  species, 
however,  have  so  far  established  any  important  record  in  this  coun- 
try as  house  pests,  although  they  may  be  expected  to  appear  at  any 
time  in  dwelling  houses  and  other  heated  structures,  particularly  in 
the  southern  United  States,  and  possibly  farther  north  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard.  One  of  these,  M(momoriwin  salamaruSy  is  stated 
to  be  the  most  abundant  of  North  African  ants,  and  to  have  been 
i^dely  distributed  by  commerce  and  to  occur  in  most  tropical  and 
subtropical  countries.  A  native  species  of  the  same  genus,*  known 
as  the  little  black  ant,  is  referred  to  elsewhere. 

Two  Old- World  agricultural  or  harvester  ants*  have  been  brought 
to  this  country  by  commerce  and  are  now  fairly  well  established  in 
tropical  America,  and  «re  potential  house  pests.  One  of  these,  Phei- 
dole  megacephala^  was  formerly  the  important  house  ant  of  Madeira, 
occurring  in  prodigious  numbers  throughout  the  southern  portion  of 
the  island  and  up  to  an  elevation  of  1,000  feet,  nesting  out  of  doors 
luider  nearly  every  stone,  and  in  houses  generally.  It  is  stated  also 
that  this  ant  is  very  common  in  the  Bermudas  and  West  Indies  and 
will  probably  be  found  in  Florida,  and  that  wherever  it  gains  foot- 
hold in  subtropical  countries  it  is  able  to  propagate  very  rapidly  and 
to  exterminate  the  indigenous  ant  f aima ;  in  fact,  several  instances 
of  this  kind  have  been  noted.  This  ant,  on  the  other  hand,  has  itself 
lately  been  driven  out  and  practically  exterminated  in  Madeira  by 

*  Monomorium  wlomonia  L.,  Monomorium  dettruota  Jerdon,  and  Monomorium  florioola 
Jerdon. 

'ManowMTium  minimum  Buckley. 

«  Bolenop9i9  gew^inata  Fab.  gubspecies  rufa  Jerdon  and  Pheidole  megaoephala  Fab. 
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tiie  Argentine  snt,^  which  hitter  ant  hss  also,  in  New  OrkHmti  mmA 
ekewhere  in  the  United  States^  siinilBrly  disphiced  our  native  antau 
As  North  American  hoiifie  ants,  hawever,  neither  of  these  Old-Wcrld 
harvester  ants  has  so  far  assumed  any  importance,  althovg^  beth 
probably  oocur  in  Florida. 


Fig.  2.- 


-The  nttle  red  or  Pharaoh's  ant  (Monomerium  phar^onis):  a,  Qu««ii,  or  fenale; 
h,  worker.     Both  drawings  enlarged  to  the  game  scale.     (Original.) 


Six  other  Old- World  tropical  ants  have  been  recorded  as  introduced 
house-infesting  species  in  North  America.*  These,  like  other  Old- 
World  ants,  have  been  brought  in  through  the  agency  of  commerce 
knd  have  gained  foothold  in  tropical  America  and  are  occasionally 
found  nesting  in  hothouses  and  other  heated  structures  in  temperate 
regions. 

One  of  these  ants,  Prenolepis  longicorms^  a  slender,  black  species 
with  unusually  long  legs  and  antennee  or  ^'feelers,''  has  earned  the 
common  name  of  "crazy  ant"  from  its  habit  of  running  about, 
usually  singly  and  apparently  aimlessly,  with  a  quick,  jerky  motion. 
This  ant  has  long  been  a  common  species  in  the  greenhouses  of  tern- 

^  Tridomyrmew  humilis  Mayr. 

3  Tetramorium  guineenae  Fab.,  Tetramorium  MmilHmum  Roger,  T&pimoma  meftmcce- 
phalum  Fab.,  Pftnol&pia  Umpieomis  Latr.,  P,  vividula  Nyl.,  and  Plttffiolepit  Umgipes  Jwii<m, 
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perate  Europe  and  America,  and  in  some  of  these,  as  in  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes  in  Paris,  it  has  been,  a  permanent  resident  for  more 
than  40  years.  It  has  acquired  a  footing  in  tropical  Florida,  and 
probably  also  in  other  localities  in  the  Gulf  States,  and  has  been 
reported  as  infesting,  even  to  the  top  floors,  large  apartment  build- 
ings in  New  York  City,  and  also  as  occurring  in  hotels  and  flats  in 
Boston.  It  is  a  common  house  ant  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
India  is  believed  to  be  the  original  home  of  this  ant,  whence  it  has 
been  carried  to  all  tropical  countries  in  ships,  and  it  has  been  accom- 
panied in  its  wanderings  by  three  insect  messmates,  namely,  two 
beetles  and  a  small  cricket. 

A  related  species,  Prenolepia  vwidula^  is  a  common  greenhouse 
I>est  in  Europe  and  is  reported  as  having  been  found  in  greenhouses 
in  this  country;  in  one  instance  as  far  north  as  Canada.    Another 


Fio.  3. — An  introduced  tropical  Old-World  ant,  Plagiolepia  longipea, 
Enlarged.     (After  Wheeler.) 

of  these  Old-World  ants,  Plagiolepia  longipes  (fig.  3),  will  probably 
ultimately  come  into  prominence  as  a  house  species  on  this  continent. 
Its  original  home  is  given  as  Cochin  China,  but  it  has  already  estab- 
lisdied  a  foothold  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  world.  On  the 
island  of  Reunion,  for  example,  it  is  very  abundant  and  is  reported 
to  be  driving  out  some  of  the  primitive  speciea  It  has  also  been 
recorded  on  this  continent  from  Todos  Santos,  Lower  California. 

INTRODUCED  TROPICAL  NEW-WORLD  ANTS. 

Of  the  ants  introduced  into  North  America  from  the  New-World 
Tropics  the  one  of  greatest  economic  importance  is  what  has  now 
come  to  be  generally  known  as  the  Argentine  ant  (fig.  4)^  from  its 
supposed  Argentine  origin.  It  is  known,  however,  to  be  a  serious 
pest  in  Brazil  and  Uruguay,  as  well  as  in  Argentina.  It  is  some- 
times also  called  the  New  Orleans  ant,  from  the  fact  that  it  gained 
its  first  foothold  from  colonies  brought  in,  presumably  from  Brazil, 
by  some  ships'  cargoes  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans.  It  is  a  much 
worse  house  pest  than  even  the  little  red  ant  or  any  of  the  other 
house  ants  and  is  in  addition  a  very  serious  enemy  of  field  and 

^  Iridomyrmew  humiUs  Mayr. 
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garden  crops  and  orchard  trees.  It  has  rapidly  spread  from  the  point 
of  introduction  throughout  Louisiana  and  has  been  carried  by  traffic 
to  California,  where  it  has  become  a  serious  pest  in  citrus  orchards 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  in  houses  as  far  north  as  San 


Fig.  i. — ^The  Angcntine  ant  ilridomyrmeit  hmmUia),  1,  Wlnsless  female,  t,  Worker. 
S,  Immature  itages :  a,  Egga ;  h,  young  larva ;  o,  full-firrown  larra ;  d,  pupa,  side  Yiew ; 
e,  pupa,  ventral  Tiew ;  f,  pupa,  dorsal  view.  J^,  Male.  All  enlarged  to  the  same  aeale. 
(Original.) 

Francisco.  It  is  undoubtedly  destined  to  extend  its  outdoor  range 
wherever  climatic  conditions  permit  and  as  a  house  and  greenhouse 
pest  over  a  much  wider  area.  Its  role  as  an  exterminator  of  native 
ants  in  the  New  Orleans  district  and  in  the  island  of  Madeira  has 
already  been  referred  to.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  important  tropical 
ants  which  causes  any  large  monetary  losses.  The  other  species,  as 
elsewhere  noted,  are  for  the  most  part  merely  annoying. 

Four  other  species  of  ants  from  tropical  America  have  gained, 
through  the  agency  of  commerce,  some  foothold  as  house  pests  in  the 
southern  and  eastern  United  States,  and  manage  to  live  for  con- 
siderable periods  of  time  in  northern  heated  houses.^ 


^  Prenolepia  fulva  Mayr  subspecies  puhena  Forel,  Neoponera  villo§a  F.  Smltbt 
ponotu8  ahdominalis  Roger  subspecies  ftoridanus  Buckley,  and  PJieidole  flavens  Roger  snb- 
apecles  floridanua  Emery. 
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One  of  these,  PrenoUpis  fvlva  subspecies  ptthens,  has  been  recorded 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  it  was  found  infesting  one  of 
the  hothouses  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  It  is  believed  to  be  a 
native  of  Brazil,  but  now  occurs  quite  abundantly  in  Cuba  and  other 
West  Indian  Islands.  It  is  still  a  comparatively  rare  house  pest,  how- 
ever, in  temperate  regions  of  North  America,  and,  except  in  the 
Tropics,  undoubtedly  can  not  survive  outside  of  heated  buildings. 

NATIVE  NORTH  AMERICAN  ANTS  OF  TEMPERATE  REGIONS. 

Only  one  North  American  ant  of  temperate  regions  has  become  a 
true  house  dweller  and  pest.  This  distinction  belongs  to  the  little 
"thief  ant,"^  a  native  of  our  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  The 
workers  of  tiiis  ant  are  very  small^  and  yellowi^  in  color.  They 
frequently,  as  do  also  Old- World  species  of  the  genus,  inhabit  the 
gallery  walls  of  other  and  larger  anis,  where  they  are  apparently 
unnoticed,  and  kill  and  eat  the  helpless  larvae  and  pupaB  of  their  ap- 
parently unconscious  hosts.  The  thief  ant  may,  however,  lead  an  in- 
dei)endent  existence,  and  has  been  reported  as  %  frequent  pest  in 
dwellings.  It  feeds  on  any  animal  matter,  including  dead  insects, 
and  has  been  recorded  as  attacking  the  sprouting  kernels  of  Indian 
com.  This  species  can  be  readily  distinguished  from  the  little  red 
or  Pharaoh's  ant  by  its  much  lighter  color  and  smaller  dze.*  This 
species  is  reported  by  C.  H.  Popenoe,  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  nesting  in  houses  very 
much  as  does  the  little  red  ant,  colonies  of  the  thief  ant  having  been 
found,  for  example,  in  an  envelope,  and  again  in  a  box  of  photo- 
graphic dry  plates. 

The  carpenter  ant  •  (fig.  5)  should  be  considered  in  the  list  of  house 
ants,  although  perhaps  only  accidentally,  and  under  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances, a  house-infesting  species.  The  carpenter  ant  of  North 
America,  a  subspecies  or  variety  of  the  European  and  Asiatic 
species  of  the  same  name,  is  dark  brown  or  black  in  color,  and  is 
the  largest  of  the  house-frequenting  ants,  the  workers  varying  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  inch  in  length  and  the  winged  female  attai^i- 
ing  a  length  of  nearly  an  inch.  Normally  it  constructs  its  galleries 
in  logs  and  dead  trees  in  forests,  but  not  infrequently,  in  the  case  of 
wooden  houses,  and  especially  those  in  or  near  forested  tracts,  gains 
access  through  porch  beams  or  the  underpinning  of  such  houses  and 
mines  and  weakens  the  supporting  timbers  and  other  woodwork.  As 
a  rule  it  affects  only  the  decaying  portions  of  the  wood,  but  some- 
times carries  its  channels  into  the  sound  wood.    Many  instances  of 

^8olenop9i€  molesta  Say. 

*It  Is  fnrtlier  dlstingolsfaed  by  the  possessloii  of  very  radlmeDtary  eyes,  and  a  two- 
jointed  instead  of  three-Jointed  "  club  *'  to  the  antennte. 

•  Camponotua  herculeanua  L.,  subspecies  pennsylvanioui  De  G. 
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damage  of  this  sort  have  been  reported,  possibly  some  of  them, 
however,  due  to  confusion  of  the  work  of  this  ant  with  that  of  tha 
common  termite  or  so-called  white  ant.^ 

GARDEN  AND  LAWN  ANTS  AS  HOUSE  PESTS. 

Almost  any  of  the  common  garden  or  lawn  ants  which  build  their 
little  crater  nests  in  lawns  or  in  soil  about  houses  may  become  tem- 
porarily or  on  occasion  house  pests  in  their  search  for  food  sub- 


FiG.  5. — The  carpenter  ant  (Oamponotu*  herouleanu8  pennaylvanicua)  :  a.  Winged  female; 
h,  worker  major ;  o,  worker  minor.    All  enlarged  to  same  Bcale.     (Original.) 

stances.  Four  native  ants  and  one  introduced  species  have  achieved 
notoriety  in  this  way.*  One  of  these,  referred  to  in  earlier  circu- 
lars issued  by  this  department  on  house  ants  as  the  little  black  ant  * 
(fig.  1),  is  essentially  a  lawn  or  meadow  ant,  and  its  entrance  into 
houses  is  due  to  chance  or  accident.  Its  small  nests,  with  the  opening 
surrounded  by  its  protecting  wall  of  fine  grains  of  soil,  can  be  fre- 
quently noted  in  lawns,  and  if  these  nests  are  opened  the  colonies 
will  be  found  to  consist  of  workers,  with  one  or  more  much  larger 
gravid  females.  When  these  or  other  lawn  ants  gain  access  to  houses, 
attracted  by  food  supplies,  the  nuisance  can  often  be  eliminated  by 
tracing  them  back  to  their  outdoor  colony  and  destroying  the  latter, 
as  hereinafter  described. 

^  Reticulitermea  flavipes  Kollar. 

^  Monomorium  mintmum   Buckley.   Lasiut  niger  L.   vnr.  americQniu  Emery,  Prenolepte 
impat-ia  Say,  and  Formica  fuaca  L.  var.  8uh»erioea  Say. 
^  Monomorium  minimum  Buckley. 
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Perhaps  the  most  abiUDKlant  and  widequ^ead  lawn  or  garden  ant 
is  a  small  yellowish-brown  species  which  may  be  given  the  common 
name  of  the  American  lawn  ant.^  Its  crater  nests  are  exceptionally 
abundant  throughout  the  Northern  States,  and  not  infrequently  a 
dozen  or  more  ne£^  may  occur  on  a  square  yard  of  lawn  surface. 
In  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  occasionally  gains  entrance  to  houses 
and  becomes  annoying  as  a  d^redator  on  larder  supplies,  it  is  a 
lawn  and  garden  pest  of  some  importance ;  and,  furthermore,  has  the 
reputation  of  hoarding  over  winter  the  eggs  of  aphids  and  col- 
onizing the  yoimg  aphids  in  the  spring  on  their  host  plants,  thus 
becoming  a  very  important  factor  in  increasing  the  damage  to 
garden  and  field  crops  by  these  injurious  insects.  In  the  case  of 
lawns  and  meadows,  aside  from  the  harboring  of  injurious  aphids, 
direct  injury  from  this  ant  i^  probably  negligible,  or  is  offset  by  the 
actual  benefit  which  may  result  from  the  bringing  up  of  its  little  cra- 
ters of  sand  and  earth  to  form  a  sort  of  top  dressing  or  soil  mulch. 
The  other  two  native  garden  and  lawn  ants  have  similar  habits. 

In  this  same  class  of  outdoor  ants  which  may  occasionally  find 
entrance  into  houses  should  be  included  the  commcm  European 
meadow  ant,*  one  of  the  few  Old- World  ants  of  temperate  regions 
which  have  been  brought  to  America.  This  ant  has  readily  accommo- 
dated itself  to  conditions  of  urban  existence  in  the  eastern  United 
States,  and  its  colonies  occur  in  lawns  and  often  under  pavements,  or 
beneath  flagging  or  stones  in  yards.  These  colonies  are  often  large 
and  may  frequently  be  uncovered  in  masses  of  a  quart  or  more,  on 
turning  over  stones  in  yards  or  lifting  flagging  in  paths. 

HABITS  AND  UFE  HISTORY  OF  HOUSE  ANTS. 

In  habits  and  life  history  these  ants  are  all  much  alike  and,  in 
common  with  other  social  insects,  present  that  most  complex  and 
interesting  phase  of  commimal  life,  with  its  accompanying  divi- 
sion of  labor  and  diversity  of  forms  of  individuals,  all  working  to- 
gether in  the  most  perfect  harmony  and  accord.  The  ants  ordinarily 
seen  in  houses  are  neuters,  or  workers.  In  the  colony  itself,  if  it  be  die- 
covered  and  opened,  will  be  found  also  the  larger  wingless  females  and, 
at  the  proper  season,  the  winged  males  and  females.  During  most 
of  the  year,  however,  the  colony  consists  almost  exclusively  of  work- 
ers, with  one  or  more  perfect  wingless  females.  Winged  males  and 
females  are  produced  during  the  summer  and  almost  immediately 
take  their  nuptial  flight.  The  males  soon  perish,  and  the  females 
shortly  afterwards  tear  off  their  own  wings,  which  are  but  feebly 
attached,  and  set  about  the  establishment  of  new  colonies.    The  eggs, 

^LMfttf  niffer  L.  rar.  Qmerio€nu9  Emery. 
*  Tetratnorium  oaespitum  L. 
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which  are  produced  in  extraordinary  numbers  by  the  females  or 
"  queen ''  ants,  are  very  minute,  oval,  whitish  objects,  and  are  cared 
for  by  the  workers,  the  young  larvse  being  fed  in  very  much  the  same 
way  as  in  the  colonies  of  the  hive  bee.  The  so-called  ant  eggs,  in 
the  popular  conception,  are  not  eggs  at  all,  but  the  white  larvae  and 
pupae,  and  those  of  females  and  males  are  much  larger  than  those  of 
the  workers  and  many  times  larger  than  the  true  eggs. 

MEANS  OF  CONTROLLING  HOUSB  AND  LAWN  ANTa 

DBSTBUCnON  OF  HOUSB  COLONIBS. 

The  distinctively  house-inhabiting  ants,  such  as  the  little  red  or 
Pharaoh's  ant,  and  other  imported  species  nesting  in  the  woodwork, 
masonry,  or  articles  of  furniture,  etc.,  are  often  very  difficult  to 
eradicate  because  of  their  inaccessibility.  If  the  nest  can  be  located 
by  following  the  workers  back  to  their  point  of  disappearance, the  in- 
mates of  the  nest,  if  near  by,  may  sometimes  be  reached  by  uiject- 
ing  a  little  disulphid  of  carbon,  kerosene,  or  gasoline  into  tiie  open- 
ing by  means  of  an  oil  can  or  small  syringe.  In  the  use  of  these 
substances^  naturaUy^  precautions  should  he  taken  to  see  that  no  -fire 
is  present^  as  all  of  them  are  inflammable.  If  the  nest  is  under  floor- 
ing it  may  sometimes  be  gotten  at  by  removing  a  section;  but,  as  a 
rule,  imless  the  colony  can  thus  be  reached  and  destroyed,  other  meas- 
ures are  of  only  temporary  avail  if  food  or  other  conditions  continue 
to  attract  the  ants  and  facilitate  their  continued  breeding  in  the  house. 

The  removal,  therefore,  of  the  attracting  substances  in  houses, 
wherever  practical,  should  be  the  first  step.  Ants  are  attracted  by- 
food  material,  especially  cake,  bread,  sugar,  meat,  and  like  sub- 
stances, in  pantries  and  elsewhere,  and  the  nuisance  of  their  presence 
can  be  largely  limited  by  promptly  cleaning  up  all  food  scattered  by 
children  and  by  keeping  in  the  pantry  or  storeroom  all  food  supplies 
which  may  attract  ants,  in  ant-proof  metal  containers  or  in  ice  boxes, 
and  limiting  the  amount  of  such  articles  as  far  as  possible  to  daily 
needs. 

That  it  is  possible  to  drive  ants  away  from  household  supplies  by 
the  use  of  repellents,  particularly  camphor  and  naphthalene  flakes  or 
powdered  moth  balls,  has  been  asserted.  The  use  of  most  of  such 
repellent  substances,  however,  in  connection  with  food  supplies,  is 
impractical,  and  careful  tests  have  indicated  that  such  substances 
have  only  slightly  repellent  properties  and  bring  comparatively 
little  benefit. 

Sodium  fluoride  powder  dusted  about  the  runways  of  ants  has  been 
reported  to  give  excellent  results.  Dusting  with  this  chemical  has 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  means  of  ridding  premises  of 
roaches,  using  it  either  pure  or  diluted  with  some  inert  substance 
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such  IS  powdered  gypsum  or  floun  Its  effect  on  these  insects  is 
almost  immediate,  paralysing  and  within  a  few.  hours  killing  them. 

The  collection  of  ants  by  the  use  of  attractire  baits  is  frequently 
feoommended.  Perhaps  as  conyenient  a  bait  as  any  consists  of  small 
sponges  moistened  with  sweetened  water  and  placed  in  situations 
wlkere  they  can  be  easily  reached  by  the  ants.  These  sponges  may 
be  collected  several  times  daily  and  the  ants  swarming  on  them  de- 
stroyed by  immersion  in  hot  water.  It  is  reported  also  that  a  sirup 
made  by  dissolviiig  borax  and  sugar  in  boiling  water  and  distributed 
on  sponges  will  effect  the  destruction  of  the  ants  in  numbers.  Reme- 
dies of  this  kind,  however,  are  of  doubtful  value.  They  may  be 
useful  at  the  outset  when  the  colonies  are  few  a^d  small  and  when 
most  of  the  individuals  may,  by  these  means,  be  secured  and  de- 
stroyed* Very  frequently,  however,  the  distribution  of  such  baits 
will  simply  result  in  a  more  wide  exploitation  of  a  good  forage 
ground  and  an  actuxd  increase  of  the  ant  nuisance. 

A  more  efficient  remedy,  where  it  can  be  safely  used,  is  a  poisoned 
sirup;  the  idea  being  that  the  ants  will  collect  this  and  convey  it  to 
their  nests,  so  that  not  only  the  ants  which  collect  the  sirup  are 
ultimately  killed,  but  the  inmates  of  the  nests  feeding  on  it  also 
succiunb.  Two  formulas  for  the  preparation  oi  a  sirup  are  here 
given:  (1)  One  pound  of  sugar  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  water,  to 
which  should  be  added  125  grains  of  sodium  arsenate.  The  mixture 
should  be  boiled  and  strained,  aud  on  cooling  used  with  sponges, 
as  already  described.  The  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  honey  is 
said  to  add  to  its  attractiveness  to  ants.  (2)  Mix  1  pound  of 
granulated  sugar,  10.3  grains  of  tartaric  acid  (crystallized),  and 
14.6  grains  of  benzoate  of  soda  in  1  pint  of  water  and  boil  slowly 
for  30  miostes,  tlien  allow  to  cooL  Dissolve  26  grains  of  sodiiun 
arsenite  (C.  P.)  in  L8  fluid  ounces  of  hot  water  and  cool.  Add  the 
poison  solution  to  the  sirup  and  stir  wdl.  Finally  add  2^/^  ounces 
of  honey  and  mix  thoroughly.  NaturaUy  the  greatest  precauUans 
Mkould  he  taken  in  preparing  poisoned  rirwps  and  m  safeguarding 
them  afterwards  to  prevent  their  being  the  oauee  of  poisoning  to 
hmnum  beings  or  domestic  animais. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  LAWN  ANTS.  '^^'' 

In  the  case  of  lawn  ants  where  only  a  small  area  with  few  nests 
are  concerned,  drenching  the  nests  with  boiling  water  or  injecting  a 
small  quantity  of  kerosene  or  coal  oil  will  be  effective,  and  similar 
treatment  will  apply  to  nests  between  or  beneath  paving  stones. 
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Another  simple  means  of  destroying  such  ants  in  lawns  of  small 
extent  is  to  spray  the  lawns  with  kerosene  emulsion  (see  Farmers' 
Bulletin  908)  or  with  a  very  strong  soap  wash,  prepared  by  dissolv- 
ing any  common  laundry  soap  in  water  at  the  rate  of  from  half  a 
pound  to  a  pound  of  soap  to  the  gallon  of  water. 

An  effective  control  method  for  larger  ant  colonies  is  to  inject  into 
the  nest  a  quantity  of  disulphid  of  carbon,  a  chemical  which  can  be 
purchased  at  any  drug  store.  This  substance  can  be  placed  in  the 
nest  with  an  oil  can  or  small  syringe,  the  quantity  varying  from 
half  an  ounce  for  a  very  tiny  nest  to  2  or  3  ounces  or  more,  depending 
on  the  size  of  the  nest.  An  oil  can  or  syringe  with  a  long  spout  is 
convenient  for  this  purpose,  as  this  can  be  inserted  into  the  nests 
and  the  liquid  injected  without  its  being  too  near  the  operator's  nose. 
To  facilitate  entrance  of  the  chemical,  the  ant  hole  can  be  enlarged 
with  a  sharp  stick  or  iron  rod.  The  depth  of  the  injection  will  de- 
pend on  the  size  of  the  nest — from  an  inch  or  two  to  greater  depths. 
After  injection  of  the  disulphid  of  carbon  the  entrance  opening 
should  be  closed  by  pressure  of  the  foot  to  retain  the  disulphid, 
which  will  then  penetrate  slowly  throughout  the  underground  chan- 
nels of  the  nest  and  kill  the  inmates.  The  efficiency  of  this  remedy  is 
increased  by  covering  the  nest  immediately  after  the  injection  with  a 
wet  blanket  or  other  heavy  cloth,  to  better  retain  the  fumes  of  the 
chemical.  Disulphid  of  carbon  has  a  very  disagreeable  odor,  but  its 
fumes  are  not  poisonous  to  higher  animals.  Ae  already  noted,  U 
should  he  kept  away  from  -fire,  as  Us  fumes  are  infkmmahle  and  may 
explode  if  igmtedj  mv^h  like  gasolme  vapor. 

PROTECTION  FROM  THE  CARPENTER  ANT. 

The  method  of  protection  from  damage  by  the  carpenter  ant  is 
practically  the  same  as  that  employed  to  protect  from  termites,^ 
namely,  preventing  the  ants  from  gaining  access  to  foundation  tim- 
bers by  using  in  the  foundations  only  timbers  which  have  been  pre- 
viously impregnated  with  creosote.  Ants  infesting  house  timbers 
which  have  not  been  so  protected  may.  sometimes  be  reached  and 
killed  by  the  abundant  use  of  kerosene  injected  by  means  of  a  syringe 
or,  where  the  timbers  are  accessible,  by  spraying  or  soaking  them  with 
kerosene.  All  timbers  which  have  been  mined  and  weakened  should, 
however,  be  replaced  with  timbers  protected  with  creosote. 

^A  special  publication  on  termites  or  white  ants  (Fkrmers*  BuUetln  No.  1472^  prepared 
In  the  Bureau  of  Emtomology)  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
may  be  had  on  application. 
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mXRODUCnON. 

The  alfalfa  weevil  destroys  a  great  deal  of  alfalfa  in  nortliem  Utah 
and  southern  Idaho.  It  also  inhabits  southwestern  Wyoming  and 
is  spreading  slowly  to  new  terri- 
tory in  all  directions.  It  may  in 
time  infest  most  of  the  United 
States.  The  adult  (fig.  1),  a 
small  brown  snout-beetle,  and 
the  larva  (fig.  2),  a  green,  worm- 
like  creature,  usually  escape  no- 
tice dxmng  the  first  two  or  three 
years  that  thc^y  are  present  in  a 
iocaUty,  but  as  soon  as  they  be- 
come numerous  enough  to  do 
harm  they  are  readily  found, 
and  their  eflFect  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fields  is  conspicuous. 
Vigorous  treatment  is  then  nec- 
essary to  prevent  partial  or  total 
destruction  of  the  first  and  second  crops.  The  purpose  of  this  bulletin 
Ls  to  show  how  serious  the  attack  is  to  the  farmer,  how  much  territory 
it  embraces  and  how  it  spreads,  and  to  describe  the  insect,  its  work, 
and  the  methods  which  are  effective  in  dealing  with  it. 

»  Phytonomus  posticus  (lyil.;  order  Coleoptera,  family  Curculionidae. 
Note.— This  bulletin  describes  the  work  and  spread  of  the  most  dreaded  pest  of  alfalfa  in  the  United 
States.   It  is  of  interest  in  the  region  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  particularly  Utah  and  the  adjacent 
States. 
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FiQ.  1.— The  alfalfa  weevil:  Adult. 
(Original.) 


Enlarged. 
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IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  ALFALFA  WEEVIL  AS  A  PEST. 

This  insect  attacks  Utah's  most  important  crop.  Alfalfa  furnishes 
80  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  hay  and  forage  of  the  State,  which  in 
turn  is  40  per  cent  of  the  value  of  all  crops.  The  1909  crop  was 
worth  nearly  $6,000,000.* 

About  one-half  of  the  annual  yield  is  harvested  in  the  first  cutting 
and  about  one-third  in  the  second.  The  damage  to  the  first  cutting 
ranges  from  slight  depreciation  of  the  quaUty  of  the  hay  to  almost 
total  loss,  varying  according  to  the  rate  of  growth  and  the  time  of 
harvest;  it  may  be  estimated  at  50  per  cent.  The  damage  to  the 
second  cutting,  if  no  effort  is  made  to  prevent  it,  amounts  to  total 

loss.  The  menace  to  this  State,  there- 
fore, iQVolves  one-half  the  yield,  worth 
$3,000,000. 

Besides  the  loss  represented  by  these 
figures,  there  is  a  less  tangible  but  equally 
serious  effect  due  to  the  pecuUar  relation  of 
alfalfa  to  western  agriculture.  Because  of 
its  ability  to  revive  after  prolonged  drought , 

Fio.2.-Th,aifaUa,.eevU(P»,«o«.  ^.  P^-o^^^®  abundant  CFops fof  many  jeaTs 
mus  pottictu):  Larva.  Much  en-  without  rcseeduig,  and  to  fumish  a  nearly 
larged.  (Original.)  complete  ration  for  live  stock,  it  has  a 

very  great  value  for  a  region  where  the  water  supply  is  scanty, 

reseeding  expensive  and  difficult,  and  live  stock  an  important  and 

increasing  source  of  wealth. 

THE  INFESTED  DISTRICT. 

The  infested  district  (fig.  3)  reaches  north  from  Salt  Lake  City  to 
Rosette,  Utah;  Strevell,  Malad  City,  and  St.  Charles,  Idaho;  and 
Cokeville  and  Granger,  Wyo.  It  extends  south  to  Moroni  and  Oasis, 
Utah.  These  points  lie  near  the  rim  of  a  circle  about  100  miles  from 
Salt  Lake  City.  Eastward  the  weevil  has  gone  only  about  50  miles 
to  the  Uinta  Mountains  and  westward  an  equal  distance  to  the  Salt 
Lake  Desert. 

SPREAD  OF  THE  WEEVIL. 

Both  the  outline  of  the  infested  district  and  the  history  of  the 
spread  show  an  average  seasonal  advance  of  about  10  miles  per  year 
since  1904  or  1905,  when  the  insect  was  discovered  by  farmers  at  Salt 
Lake  City.  There  are  no  isolated  colonies  distant  from  the  main  body, 
and  there  have  been  no  long  jumps  in  the  movement.  If  wagons  and 
railroad  trains  have  carried  weevils  it  has  evidently  been  only  for 
short  distances.  As  has  been  predicted,^  their  spread  has  been 
largely  by  crawling  and  flight.     The  greatest  progress  has  been  along 

I  Thirteenth  United  States  Census. 

s  Utah  Agricultural  College  Extension  Department  Bulletin  No.  1, 1909. 
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certain  wagon  roads,  rather  than  in  the  direction  of  prevailing  winds, 
railroads,  or  streams.  This  point  is  well  illustrated  by  the  road  to 
St.  Charles,  Idaho.  Here  the  insect  has  gone  100  miles  along  a  main 
road,  across  mountain  ranges,  regardless  of  prevailing  winds,  and  far 
from  railroads. 

That  no  one  knows  exactly  how  the  weevils  spread,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  conflicting  quarantine  regulations  designed  by  uninfested 


Fio.  3.— Map  of  portions  of  Utah,  Wyoming,  and  Idaho,  showhig  the  district  infest«d  by  the  alfalfa  weeviL 
The  circles  are  50  and  100  miles  from  Salt  Lake  City.  (Original.) 

States  to  exclude  them.  Thus,  Arizona  forbids  the  importation  of 
nursery  stock;  California  requires  its  fumigation  at  origin  and  deUvery 
and  forbids  packing  with  hay,  straw,  or  rushes;  Idaho  differs  from 
California  in  permitting  the  use  of  rushes;  Montana  requires  official 
fumigation  at  the  point  of  origin;  Oregon  forbids  the  use  of  rushes  and 
forage  plants  as  packing;  Arizona  prohibits  the  importation  of  fruits; 
Montana,  the  importation  of  both  fruits  and  vegetables  from  April  1 
to  October  31,  except  such  as  are  inspected  at  designated  points  by 
the  State  of  Utah  from  August  1  to  October  31.     Arizona  and  Oregon 
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prohibit  the  entrance  of  alfalfa  seed;  California  and  Idaho  require  it 
to  bo  fumigated  by  an  official  after  arrival;  and  Montana  requires  it 
to  be  so  fumigated  before  shipment.  Hay  and  straw  of  all  kinds  are 
barred  by  all  five  States.  Bees  in  hives  are  refused  admittance  by 
CaUfomia  and  Idaho;  and  Oregon  requires  that  they  shall  not  be 
packed  in  rushes,  weeds,  or  forage.  Household  goods  must  be 
inspected  before  shipment  into  Arizona.  Live  stock  can  be  shipped 
ijito  Arizona  only  with  the  consent  of  the  State  entomologist  and 
must  be  transferred  to  dean  cars  before  crossing  the  line.  Califor- 
nia and  Idaho  prescribe  that  hay  and  straw  must  not  be  used  in  cattle 
cars,  and  Oregon  forbids  also  grass  and  forage  crops.  Grain  is 
barred  from  Arizona.  Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  and  Nevada 
have  no  restrictions  on  account  of  the  alfalfa  weevil. 

In  spite  of  the  contradictory  popular  ideas  of  the  means  by  which 
the  alfalfa  weevil  travels,  many  facts  which  bear  upon  the  question 
are  definitely  known.  Live  weevils  do  not  occur  in  alfalfa  seed, 
either  before  or  after  it  is  recleaned.  They  are  seldom  found  in 
nursery  packing  of  any  kind,  fruits  and  vegetables,  or  hay  and  straw 
used  for  packing,  bedding,  or  feed,  except  under  the  following  con- 
ditions: They  are  often  found  in  green  alfalfa  fresh  from  the  fields 
and  in  second-crop  hay  and  potatoes  which  have  been  handled  in 
contact  with  it;  and  they  are  found  also  in  cured  alfalfa  hay,  espe- 
cially hay  of  the  second  cutting,  in  the  stack,  where  some  of  them 
remain  aUve  until  the  end  of  the  following  winter.  They  are  found 
for  several  hours  afterward  in  clothing  which  has  been  worn  through 
infested  fields  in  summer  time,  and  sometimes  remain  even  after 
the  clothing  has  been  packed  in  a  tnmk  and  shipped  as  baggage. 

The  occurrence  of  weevils  in  green  alfalfa  hay  and  neW  hay  of  the 
second  crop  is  particularly  important,  because  potatoes  which  are 
to  be  shipped  are  often  hauled  to  the  car  upon  a  bedding  of  it  to 
prevent  bruising  and  are  sometimes  covered  with  it  to  protect  them 
from  the  sun.  This  hay  usually  contains  weevils,  which  crawl  from 
the  alfalfa  to  the  sacks  and  are  loaded  into  the  tight  refrigerator 
car,  in  which  they  often  remain  imtil  it  reaches  its  destination. 
Although  no  colonies  have  yet  been  started  by  this  means,  there  is 
constant  danger  of  it,  which  can  be  minimized  by  simply  keeping 
the  hay  away  from  the  potatoes. 

Another  important  consideration  as  to  the  occurrence  of  weevils 
in  new  hay  is  that  many  people  driving  through  the  country  in 
summer  carry  it  for  short  distances  as  feed  for  their  horses.  The 
weevils  may  leave  the  hay  as  a  result  of  the  jar  of  travel,  according  to 
their  habit;  and  that  they  do  so  is  the  more  probable  because  no 
colonies  have  been  found  at  any  distance  from  the  main  territory, 
as  would  have  happened  if  they  were  carried  long  distances  by 
wagon.  There  is,  however,  a  constant  stream  of  traffic  over  certain 
maui  roads,  composed  of  sheepmen,  peddlers,  and  others  bent  on 
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business  or  social  visits  to  other  localities,  near  or  remote.  The 
canying  of  weevils  by  these  people,  even  if  it  be  but  for  a  mile  or 
two,  amoimts  in  the  aggregate  to  a  systematic  relaying  of  the  species 
over  through  routes.  There  seems,  in  fact,  to  be  a  relation  between 
the  localities  where  alfalfa  from  infested  fields  is  carried  in  this  way 
and  the  country  over  which  the  weevils  have  spread  most  rapidly. 

No  connection  can  be  traced  between  the  railroads  and  the  actual 
spread  of  the  alfalfa  weevil;  in  fact,  the  advance  of  the  weevils  has 
been  rather  less  rapid  along  some  railroads  than  in  certain  regions 
remote  from  them.  The  weevils  occur  rarely  in  baggage,  express, 
and  freight  cars,  and  somewhat  more  often  in  passenger  cars  and 
refrigerator  cars  containing  potatoes  which  have  been  handled  with 
fresh  second-crop  alfalfa  hay.  Although  there  has  been  a  large 
volume  of  imrestricted  passenger  traffic  from  the  infested  region 
during  the  past  12  years,  no  colonization  of  weevils  has  resulted; 
and  although  weevils  have  traveled  in  potato  cars  as  far  as  Denver, 
C^olo.,  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  and  Butte,  Mont.,  and  many  cars  of 
potatoes  wnicJa  doubtless  carried  weevils  were  shipped  throughout 
the  Western  States,  no  colonies  have  been  started  by  this  means. 

The  transportation  of  weevils  on  railroad  trains  and  wagons  is 
little  affected  by  the  flying  of  the  species.  It  seemed  reasonable  at 
an  early  period  of  the  investigation  to  believe  that  a  beetle  which 
flies  abroad  in  the  summer  would  alight  upon  various  commodities 
and  vehicles  and  be  carried  for  great  distances,  but  such  is  not  the 
fact.  Weevils  are  rarely  found  on  trains  or  wagons  except  in  cases 
where  new  hay  is  involved.  The  flight  of  the  weevil  not  only  plays 
a  small  part  in  its  distribution  by  wagons  and  trains,  but  it  is  less 
general  and  extensive  than  it  was  once  supposed  to  be.  All  records 
which  are  definite  and  authentic  show  only  small  numbers  of  the 
weevils  in  flight  at  any  time.  Reports  dealing  with  immense  num- 
bers swarming  in  the  air  usually  mention  no  specimens  at  all  as 
actually  caught,  identified,  and  counted.  They  do  not  agree  with 
the  observations  of  this  bureau,  and  many  of  them  are  probably 
based,  by  mistake,  upon  some  other  insect,  such  as  the  dung-beetle, 
Aphodius,  which  resembles  the  weevil  in  appearance  and  is  always 
present  in  the  air  in  lai^er  numbers  than  the  latter. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  weevils  ever  fly  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  fields  of  alfalfa,  either  new  or  previously  infested,  or  to  find 
hibernation  quarters.  The  most  plausible  theory  is  that  th(»ir  flight 
is  caused  by  a  rirfe  in  temperature,  as  are  many  activities  of  the  lower 
animals.  So  far  as  can  be  learned,  this  flight  is  at  random.  It 
takes  some  of  the  weevils  into  new  fields. 

The  crawling  of  the  larva*  is  unimportant  as  a  method  of  spread, 
being  Umited  to  a  journey  of  a  few  feet  from  one  field  to  another, 
but  the  crawling  of  the  adults  is  an  important  matter.  During  the 
cold  weather  of  spring  and  fall  a  day's  journey  of  an  adult  weevil  is 
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only  a  few  inches,  but  during  the  warm  months  the  adults  crawl 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  or*  in  July  and  August,  of  the 
night.  Although  they  use  up  much  of  their  energy  in  climbing  up 
and  down  plants,  and  into  and  out  of  crevices  in  the  groxmd,  so  that  it 
is  largely  wasted  so  far  as  progress  is  concerned,  a  little  of  it  happens 
to  lead  to  new  fields.  There  is  no  general  movement  by  crawling, 
any  more  than  by  flight,  from  the  fields  to  the  ditch  banks,  fence 
rows,  and  similar  places,  or  from  such  places  to  the  fields,  at  any  time. 

The  crawling  is  most 
important,  as  has 
been  shown,  in  bring- 
ing weevils  into  hay 
and  so  into  traflBc, 
which  probably  takes 
them  somewhat  far- 
ther than  they  coiJd 
go  without  help. 

During  the  1 2  years 
that  the  alfalfa  wee- 
vil has  been  in  Amer- 
ica it  has  spread  into 
new  territory  very 
slowly  and  has  agree- 
ably disappointed 
those  who  feared  that 
it  would  extend  rap- 
idly  over  all  the 
alf alfar-producing  re- 
gions of  the  conti- 
nent. Its  progress 
is  so  slow  that  there 
is  hope  of  providing 
control  methods  for 
new  climates  and 
conditions  as  fast  as 
these  are   encoim- 

FlQ.  4.— The  alfalfa  weevil:  Work  of  the  larvee.    (Original. )  tcrcd.      Thor©  is  hopO 

also  that  the  pest  will  not  prove  equally  injurious  imder  all  circum- 
stances. It  is  much  loss  harmful  in  Europe  than  in  America,  owing 
apparently  to  cUmatic  and  industrial  conditions,  and  it  midtiplie^ 
more  slowly  and  does  loss  damage  in  the  higher  altitudes  in  Utah 
and  Wyoming  than  in  the  lower  valleys.  Nevertheless,  it  is  possible 
that  eventually  every  section  of  the  country  will  have  to  consider, 
first,  the  problem  of  keeping  the  insect  out  of  its  boxmdaries,  and 
later,  the  problem  of  growing  alfalfa  in  spite  of  the  weevil,  or  finding 
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a  substitute  for  that  valuable  crop.  It  is  therefore  particularly  de- 
sirable that  fanners  in  the  western  mountains  and  plains  should 
learn  the  appearance  of  the  different  stages  of  the  weevil  and  be  pre- 
pared to  protect  their  crops. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WEEVIL  IN  ITS  DIFFERENT  STAGES. 

THE  FULL-GBOWN  LABViC 

The  insect  is  most  easily  discovered,  during  the  early  years  of  its 
presence  in  new  fields,  in  the  form  of  the  fidl-grown  larva  (fig.  2). 
It  is  then  a  green  wormlike  creatmre  one-fourth  of  an  inch  long,  with 
a  black  head  and  a  faint  white  stripe  down  the  middle  of  the  back, 
and  it  feeds  upon  the  leaves  of  the  alfalfa  mainly  during  late  May, 
June,  and  early  July.  It  can  be  foimd  by  sweeping  the  tops  of  the 
plants  with  an  insect  net,  or  by  looking  for  the  notches  in  the  leaves 
where  it  has  fed.  When  the  larvae  are  niuneii'ous  they  destroy  most 
of  the  tender  growth  (fig.  4),  causing  the 
tops  to  appear  white  and  making  the  field 
look  at  a  distance  as  if  frostbitten. 

THE  NEWLY  HATCHED  LARVyG. 

The  newly  hatched  larv8B  are  harder  to 
find.  They  are  only  about  one  thirty-sec- 
ond of  an  inch  long  and  remain  hidden  in 


the  partly  unfolded   tips   of   the  plants,     no.  5.— The  aifiaia  weevU:  coooon 

where  thev  are  not  easilv  seen  or  CaU£:ht  attached  to  dead  leaves.  Much 
u     xi.  /     rm.    •         1       •  11        •  1,  enlarged.    (Original.) 

by  the  net.     Their  color  is  yellowish  green, 

excepting  the  head,  which  is  black.  The  color  changes  to  green  at 
the  first  molt,  or  shedding  of  the  skin,  and  there  is  little  change  ex- 
cept in  size  during  the  two  or  three  molts  which  follow,  varying  in 
number  with  the  season  of  the  year  in  which  the  larval  life  is  spent. 

THE  PUPiC  AND  COCOONS. 

The  pupal  form  is  the  one  in  which  the  change  from  the  larva  to 
the  adult  takes  place.  The  pupa  is  contained  within  a  deficate, 
oval,  netUke  cocoon  (fig.  5),  woven  of  a  few  white  threads  and 
attached,  sometimes  to  the  lower  part  of  a  green  stem,  sometimes  to 
rubbish  on  the  groimd,  and  often  to  the  inner  side  of  a  curlpd  dead 
leaf.  The  pupa  within  this  cocoon  is  somewhat  hke  the  larva  in 
color,  but  more  hke  the  adult  beetle  in  form,  becoming  still  more 
hke  it  in  both  respects  as  it  approaches  maturity. 

THE  ADULTS. 

The  adult  is  harder  to  find  than  the  larva,  but  is  present  in  the 
field  throughout  the  whole  year  instead  of  the  summer  only.  It  is 
an  oval  brown  beetle,  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  long,  with  a  promi- 
nent snout  projecting  downward  from  the  front  of  the  head.     The 
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color  of  old,  weathered  specimens  is  nearly  black,  owing  to  the  dark 
ground  color  revealed  by  the  shedding  of  the  brown  and  yellow  scales 
which  at  first  clothe  its  upper  surface.  The  adult  stays  close  to  the 
ground  during  early  spring  and  late  fall,  but  climbs  about  in  the 
tops  of  the  plants  during  the  warm  season.  It  is  not  readily  seen 
by  one  walking  thrpugh  the  fields,  because  it  habitually  drops  to  the 
groimd  when  disturbed,  and  its  color  helps  to  make  it  invisible.  It 
can  be  captured  during  the  warm  weather  by  sweeping  the  plants 
with  a  net  and  during  the  cooler  spring  and  fall  weather  by  sitting 
quietly  in  the  field  and  catching  it  when  it  move^  on  the  ground. 
In  the  winter  it  can  bo  found  by  digging  about 
the  crowns  and  roots  of  alfalfa  plants. 

THE  EGGS. 

The  eggs  (fig.  6)  are  loss  conspicuous  than  the 
larvae  and  adults,  because  they  are  usually  con- 
cealed within  the  stems  of  the  plants;  but  the 
holes  in  which  they  are  placed  are  f  oimd  in  large 
numbers  by  examining  the  green  stems  during  May 
and  Jime,  and  in  smaller  numbers  as  early  as 
March  and  as  late  as  December.  The  eggs  are  small, 
oval,  shiny  globules,  bright  yellow  when  first  laid, 
but  dingy  after  a  few  days  when  incubation  has 
begun,  and  adorned  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
incubation  period  with  a  black  spot  where  the  head 
of  the  little  larva  shows  through  the  transparent 
shell.  A  few  eggs,  some  of  them  infertile,  are  laid 
on  the  outside  of  the  plants,  and  more  in  the  weeds 
and  grasses  which  grow  in  the  field.  Late  in  the 
fall  and  early  in  the  spring  there  are  many  in  the 

Fio. 6. -Thealfalfa weevil:     dead  Stcms  OU  the  gTOUUd. 

l^^M^Sr*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  S^^^^^  outside  the  territory- 
known  to  be  infested  finds  in  his  field  any  insect 
which  he  suspects  to  be  a  form  of  the  alfalfa  weevil,  he  should  send  it 
to  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  field  station  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to 
be  identified.  If  it  proves  to  be  the  alfalfa  weevil,  it  is  important 
that  work  should  begin  without  delay,  so  that  the  measures  that  will 
be  effective  in  controlling  the  pest  xmder  the  new  conditions  may  be 
learned.  This  work  requires  study  of  the  traveling,  feeding,  mating, 
and  egg-laying  habits  of  the  insect;  of  the  effect  upon  it  of  climate, 
crop  conditions,  and  farm  operations;  and  of  the  agricultural  condi- 
tions of  the  region,  in  order  that  the  conditions  favoring  the  growth, 
increase,  and  work  of  the  weevil  and  the  conditions  necessary  to 
destroy  it  or  hinder  its  work  may  be  ascertained.  So  far  as  these 
things  are  already  known  in  regard  to  the  comitry  now  occupied  by 
the  weevil  they  are  here  set  forth. 
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HABITS  OF  THE  WEEVIL. 

WHERE  AND  HOW  THE  WEEVILS  PASS  THE  WINTER. 

When  cold  weather  comes  on  the  adult  weevils  creep  down  close 
to  the  ground  and  into  crevices  and  spend  the  wnter  there.  Some 
ditch  banks  and  other  uncultivated  places  which  are  strewn  with  the 
litter  of  dead  vegetation  harbor  many  of  them,  but  these  niunbers 
are  an  insignificant  part  of  those  which  remain  in  the  fields  and  , 
deposit  eggs  the  following  spring.  Bximing  the  grass  and  weeds  in 
such  places,  therefore,  while  desirable  in  itself,  gives  practically  no 
protection  to  the  crop  in  neighboring  fields. 

Many  weevils  die  in  the  fields  during  zero  weather,  but  milder 
winter  temperatures  seem  to  have  httle  effect  upon  them.  Since 
bare  groimd  freezes  more  than  that  which  is  covered  by  snow,  it  is 
sometimes  advisable  to  cultivate  the  field  in  the  fall,  so  that  the 
snow  which  falls  upon  it  may  melt  and  expose  the  weevils  as  much 
as  possible  to  the  cold. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  weevils  spend  the  winter  on  the 
ground  in  the  fields,  it  is  possible  to  kill  them  by  flooding  the  field 
with  muddy  water  and  thus  covering  it  with  sediment. 

There  is  no  definite  hibernation  in  this  species.  The  adults  are 
quiet  when  it  is  cold  and  active  when  it  is  warm.  A  female  taken 
from  the  frozen  fields  will  feed  immediately  and  oviposit  in  a  few 
hours  after  being  brought  into  a  warm  room. 

EARLY  SPRING  ACTIYTFY  OF  THE  WEEVnJB. 

Tlie  readiness  with  which  the  weevils  resume  their  activities  when 
subjected  to  warmth  has  an  important  bearing  upon  control  measures. 
The  weevils  lay  scattered  eggs  in  early  spring,  many  weeks  before  the 
regular  laying  season,  and  deposit  numbers  of  eggs  in  the  dry  stems 
on  the  ground  even  before  they  begin  climbing  up  the  green  plants 
and  feeding  upon  them.  Larv©  hatching  from  these  eggs,  with  those 
from  eggs  laid  imder  similar  circumstances  the  previous  fall,  some- 
times attack  the  plants  in  numbers  large  enough  to  cause  serious 
injury  to  the  crop  before  the  majority  of  the  eggs  have  been  laid,  par- 
ticularly in  years  when  there  is  an  early  spring.  This  early  activity 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  any  attempt  to  protect  the  first  crop. 

The  fact  that  the  adults  feed  rather  freely  for  several  weeks  in 
early  spring  while  the  plants  are  small  is  the  basis  for  attempts  to 
destroy  them  by  spraying  with  arsenical  poisons.  There  is  no  dan- 
ger of  poisoning  the  live  stock  wliich  may  eat  the  hay,  because  the 
plants  are  too  small  at  the  time  of  spraying  to  hold  much  poison,  and 
this  early  growth  forms  but  a  small  portion  of  the  hay  crop.  The 
amount  of  poison  contained  in  hay  from  fields  which  have  been 
sprayed  only  tliree  weeks  before  cutting  is  too  small  to  have  any 
effect  upon  the  most  sensitive  animals.  The  feeding  of  the  adidts 
is  done  chiefly  after  the  usual  time  for  the  dormant  spraying  of 
orchards  and  before  the  early  codUng-moth  spraying,  and  therefore 
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the  work  on  the  alfalfa  fields  need  not  conflict  with  either  of  those 
operations.  Aside  from  its  relation  to  spring  spraying,  this  early 
feeding  of  the  adults  is  chiefly  important  in  that  it  gives  the  spores 
of  Sackett's  disease  a  chance  to  lodge  within  the  tissues  of  the  plant.^ 
The  damage  caused  by  this  bhght  is  sometimes  as  serious  as  that 
done  by  the  weevil  larvae  themselves  and  is  generally  confused  with  it. 

EGG  LAYING  OF  THE  WEEVILS  IN  LATER  SPRING. 

After  feeding  for  several  weeks,  running  about  over  the  ground, 
depositing  eggs  in  dry  stems,  and  flying  a  little,  the  adults  deposit 
lai^e  numbers  of  eggs  in  living  stems.  When  the  spring  opens  early 
they  begin  egg  laying  gradually,  and  the  earUest  eggs  may  hatch 
before  the  majority  are  laid.  After  a  late  spring  the  egg  laying 
begins  abruptly.  In  either  case  it  is  usually  ended  before  Juno  10, 
and  if  the  eggs  can  be  destroyed  up  to  that  date,  the  attack  of  the 
larvflB  will  be  prevented  for  the  year.  This  can  be  done  by  pastur- 
ing the  first  crop  so  as  to  destroy  the  eggs  after  they  are  laid  and 
before  they  hatch,  or,  at  latest,  while  the  larvfle  are  still  small  enough 
to  cling  to  the  leaves  and  be  swallowed.  This  is  the  basis  of  the 
pasturing  method  and  of  a  similar  method  of  destroying  the  eggs 
and  at  the  same  time  utilizing  the  first  crop  by  cutting  the  alfalfa 
green  and  feeding  it  as  a  soiling  crop. 

WORK  OF  THE  LARViC  IN  THE  FIRST  CROP  OF  ALFALFA. 

If  none  of  the  treatments  mentioned  has  been  used,  the  larvae  ap- 
pear in  large  nimibers  about  the  last  week  of  May,  or  earlier  if  the 
spriiig  has  been  favorable,  and  eat  the  leaves,  especially  on  the 
yoimg  shoots,  so  rapidly  that  the  plant  is  xmable  to  outgrow  the 
injury.  At  this  stage,  or  a  little  earlier,  it  is  necessary  to  cut  the 
crop  regardless  of  its  condition,  in  order  to  prevent  severe  and  per- 
haps total  loss.  The  results  of  spring  cultivation  show  at  this  time. 
The  fields  which  have  been  cultivated  grow  earUer  and  produce  a 
larger  yield  before  cutting  becomes  necessary  than  do  those  which 
have  been  neglected.  A  few  of  the  larvae  have  finished  feeding 
and  spxm  their  cocoons  before  even  an  early  cutting.  Most  of  the 
others  spin  during  the  month  of  June,  though  a  few  late  larvae  are 
abroad  in  the  field  until  winter. 

When  the  first  crop  is  removed,  if  the  ground  is  dry  and  the  weather 
clear  and  warm,  many  larvae,  pupae,  and  adults  die  as  a  result  of 
exposure  to  the  l^eat  of  the  ground.  This  mortality  is  increased 
if  the  groimd  is  cultivated  in  such  a  way  as  to  fill  the  cracks,  crush 
the  clods,  and  scrape  off  fi^ll  remaining  vegetation.  This,  in  turn, 
is  more  easily  accomplished  if  the  soil  has  been  kept  in  good  condi- 
tion by  manuring  and  cultivation.  The  killing  of  the  insects  by 
heat  is  the  foimdation  of  the  '^brush-drag"  treatment. 

»  O'Oara,  P.  J.    Bacterial  blight  of  allalia  in  Salt  Lake  Valley.    In  Science,  n.  s.,  v.  39,  no.  1016,  pp. 905^ 
006.   1014. 
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SCMMEB  FLIGHT  OF  THE  ADULTS. 

The  heat  of  the  soil  is  also  probably  an  important  cause  of  that , 
increase  in  the  activity  of  the  adults  called  the  summer  flight,  which 
is  greatest  during  the  dry,  hot  weather  beginning  in  June  and  end- 
ing in  August.  This  flight  accounts  for  the  presence  of  many  adults 
in  grassy  places  and  orchards,  where  they  alight  and  find  protec- 
tion from  the  heat.  It  helps  to  restock  fields  in  which  the  weevils 
have  been  killed  and  makes  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  treatment 
year  after  year,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  infested  district  it  con- 
tributes to  the  spread  of  the  pest.  The  smnmer  flight  is  not  a  gen- 
eral movement  of  the  weevils  from  the  fields  to  seek  more  suitable 
hibernation  places  elsewhere.  There  is  no  such  movement,  and 
virtually  all  of  the  weevils  spend  the  winter  in  the  fields. 

WORK  OF  THE  LARViC  IN  THE  SECOND  CHOP. 

If  no  treatment  is  given  the  infested  field  after  haying,  the  larvae 
which  have  been  feeding  upon  the  first  crop  gather  upon  the  buds 
of  the  stubble,  and  although  many  have  been  killed  by  the  heat  of 
the  earth  after  the  cutting,  there  are  still  enough  to  prevent  the 
sprouting  of  the  second  crop  for  a  time  nearly  equal  to  its  usual 
period  of  growth.  By  that  time  most  of  them  have  finished  their 
feeding  and  growth  and  have  gone  into  the  pupal  stage,  and  there  is 
consequently  no  attack  upon  the  later  growth. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  NEW  GENERATION  OF  WEEVH^  IN  SUMMER  AND  FALL. 

At  the  time  of  cutting  the  second  crop  the  fields  are  full  of  weevils 
of  the  new  generation,  and  there  are  usually  many  more  weevils  in 
the  second-crop  hay,  which  is  cut  at  this  time,  than  in  that  of  the 
first  and  third  crops.  Their  activity  is  greater  at  night  than  by  day, 
and  this  condition  continues  imtil  the  cool  nights  of  September 
begin.  As  Autiunn  progresses,  they  haimt  the  plants  less  and  less 
and  f ortimately  are  nearly  all  on  the  groimd  before  the  thrashing  of 
the  seed  begins.     No  live  weevils  have  ever  been  foimd  in  alfalfa  seed. 

About  one-half  of  the  females  of  the  new  generation  of  beetles 
are  ready  to  deposit  eggs  by  the  middle  of  October,  and  egg  laying, 
chiefly  in  dry  steins,  goes  on  for  about  a  month  after  that  time. 
Few  of  these  eggs  hatch  before  winter,  and  some  of  them  hatch 
the  following  spring  and  probably  take  part  in  the  early  attack 
upon  the  first  crop. 

These  habits  of  the  weevil  and  the  relations  between  it  and  the 
crop,  the  climate,  and  the  coimtry,  comprise  most  of  the  facts  for 
which  a  practical  use  has  been  found.  Upon  them  are  based  all 
effective  plans  for  preventing  its  ravages  and  retarding  its  spread. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  WEEVH..* 

SILTING. 

Weevils  can  be  killed  in  late  winter  or  early  spring  by  irrigating 
the  fields  with  very  muddy  flood  water  and  so  burying  them  under 

>  In  the  field  tests  of  spring  and  fall  culti\-atIon  and  the  dust-mulch  treatment  the  Bureau  of  Entomology 
has  had  the  cooperation  of  the  entomological  depurtmeni  of  the  Utah  experiment  station. 
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a  deposit  of  fine  mud.  This  is  practicable  only  where  the  irriga- 
tion system  is  without  a  settling  reservoir,  which  is  in  itself  an 
undesirable  condition,  but  in  the  few  cases  where  it  can  be  apphod 
the  process  is  simple  and  inexpensive  and  the  results  good. 

SPRING  culuvation. 

Alfalfa  fields  in  a  weevil-infested  region  should  bo  cultivated  thor- 
oughly in  the  spring  with  the  spring-tooth  harrow,  disk  harrow,  or 
a  similar  tool,  provided  the  crop  is  valuable  enough  to  warrant  the 
expense  of  the  operation.  Under  conditions  where  cultivation  is 
especially  desirable,  as  where  water  is  scarce  or  the  soil  does  not 
naturally  retain  moisture  well,  this  may  increase  the  amount  of  the 
first  crop  as  much  as  50  per  cent.  It  will  cost  from  60  cents  to  $1.25 
per  acre.  In  nearly  every  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  over  the 
field  at  least  twice;  and  if  the  soil  is  in  such  condition  that  a  double 
harrowing  does  not  pulverize  the  soil  and  kill  the  weeds  and  grass, 
systematic  manuring,  cropping,  and  cultivation  to  improve  the  soil 
are  desirable.  Spring  cultivation  has  no  appreciable  effect  on  the 
weevils,  but  merely  hastens  the  growth  of  the  alfalfa  so  as  to  give  a 
larger  yield  when  the  attack  of  the  larvae  in  May  or  June  makes  early 
cutting  necessary. 

SPRmC  SPRAYING. 

As  soon  as  the  weevils  begin  feeding  upon  the  leaves  of  the  plants, 
which  usually  happens  early  in  April,  the  field  may  be  sprayed  with 
from  50  to  100  gallons  per  acre  of  a  mixture  of  arscnite  of  zinc  and 
water,  in  the  proportion  of  4  pounds  of  powder  in  100  gallons.  Owing 
to  war  conditions  it  may  be  impossible  to  obtain  this  poison  at  the 
present  time.  Arsenate  of  lead  has  not  so  far  proved  successful  as  an 
early  spring  spray. 

On  several  occasions  when  it  was  intended  to  spray  fields  in  early 
spring,  circumstances  prevented  it,  and  the  spray  was  applied  about 
May  1,  after  many  larvae  had  hatched  from  the  eggs  and  attacked 
the  crop.  In  several  of  these  cases  the  results  were  good,  although 
the  amount  of  foliage  which  must  be  covered  is  larger  at  this  time 
than  in  early  spring.  Arsenate  of  lead,  in  the  usual  orchard  strength 
of  4  pounds  to  100  gallons  of  water,  was  as  effective  at  this  time  as 
arsenite  of  zinc. 

The  attachment  which  is  recommended  for  use  with  the  hand-pump 
or  gasoline-engine  outfit  for  spraying  alfalfa  fields  resembles  the 
potato  or  beet  sprayer.  It  is  a  horizontal  pipe,  3  feet  above  the 
ground,  fastened  across  the  back  of  the  truck  of  the  power  sprayer 
(fig.  7)  or  the  wagon  in  which  the  hand  pump  is  carried,  and  stiffened 
by  lashing  to  a  2  by  4  scantling  as  long  as  the  pipe  itself.  To  pro- 
vide for  the  attachment  of  the  supply  hose  from  the  pump  and  the 
nozzles  which  distribute  the  Uquid,  the  pipe  is  built  up  of  30-inch 
pieces  of  one-half  inch  galvanized  iron  pipe,  coupled  by  T's,  except 
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at  the  middle,  where  a  cross  is  used,  and  the  ends  are  fitted  with  L's. 
Unless  reducing  T's,  L*s,  and  cross  can  be  obtained,  a  i  inch  by  \  inch 
bushing  must  be  used  for  each  nozzle,  and  in  either  case  the  attacli^ 
ment  is  made  by  means  of  a  short  one-fourth  inch  nipple.  The  hose 
lead  from  the  pump  is  attached  by  means  of  a  hose  coupUng.  There 
should  be  a  stopcock  l)etween  the  hose  coupler  and  the  main  pipe  to 
cut  off  the  flow  and  maintain  pressure  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  stop 
spraying  in  order  to  clean  or  repair  nozzles. 

The  niunber  of  joints  of  pipe  and  nozzles  to  bo  used  depends  upon 
the  capacity  of  the  pump.  A  2J  horsepower  engine  and  a  good 
pump  will  supply  seven  nozzles  of  the  eddy-chamber  type,  with 
^  inch  holes  in  the  disks,  and  maintain  a  pressure  of  150  to  200 


Fui.  7.— Alfalfa  sprayer  with  power  pump,  In  use  against  the  alfalfa  weevil.    (Original.) 

pounds.  Some  hand  pumps  will  hardly  supply  three  nozzles  The  noz- 
zles are  likely  to  become  clogged,  no  matter  how  much  care  is  taken 
to  have  the  solution  and  the  apparatus  free  from  foreign  particles.  In 
addition  to  such  precautions,  therefore,  it  is  wise  to  use  nozzles 
provided  with  direct  cleanouts  at  a  slightly  higher  cost,  as  the  time 
saved  in  operation  makes  up  for  the  extra  cost.  Before  work  is 
begun,  the  tank,  pump,  hose,  iron  pipe,  and  nozzles  should  be  thor- 
oughly cleaned  to  remove  i>articl(«  of  rust,  sediment,  and  other 
foreign  matter.  The  water  and  poison  should  be  screened  through 
fine  brass  strainer  cloth.  Attention  to  these  details  makes  the  dif- 
ference between  economical  and  expensive  spraying,  as  clogging  of 
the  nozzles  means  costly  delay  for  the  entire  outfit. 

The  cost  of  spraying  with  a  power  spra^^er  wUl  depend  largely 
upon  the  distance  water  must  be  hauled.     It  should  range  from  70 
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cents  to  $1.05  per  acre  when  the  usual  price  is  paid  for  poison,  the 
use  of  machine,  the  services  of  the  operator,  and  the  labor  of  the 
team  and  driver.  Spraying  does  not  take  the  place  of  spring  cultiva- 
tion in  improving  the  condition  of  the  soil  and  hastening  the  growth 
of  the  crop,  nor  does  cultvation  take  the  place  of  spraying  in  pre- 
venting the  work  of  the  weevils.  The  two  operations  are  independent 
of  each  other,  and  in  many  cases  both  are  desirable. 

PASTURING. 

If  spraying  is  out  of  the  question,  the  first  and  second  crops  may 
be  protected  by  destroying  the  eggs  after  they  have  been  laid  in 
green  stems,  or  the  small  larvae  after  they  have  hatched  and  b^on 
feeding  in  the  tips,  by  pastiu'ing  the  field.  The  success  of  this  as  a 
method  of  killing  the  insects  depends  upon  managing  the  grazing 
in  the  right  way  and  continuing  it  until  most  of  the  e^s  have  been 
laid;  that  is,  until  after  the  usual  cutting  time  of  the  first  crop. 
Instead  of  being  pastured  over  the  entire  area  at  once,  the  field 
should  be  divided  into  two  or  thre^  lots,  with  fencing  suitable  for 
the  kind  of  live  stock  that  is  to  be  used,  and  the  lots  should  be 
pastured  alternately,  so  that  each,  after  being  eaten  down  close  to 
the  ground,  will  have  a  chance  to  grow  up  before  the  animals  are 
turned  in  again.  The  nxmiber  and  size  of  the  lots  shoidd  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  producing  power  of  the  field  and  the  number  of  ani- 
mals to  be  pastured,  so  that  each  lot  may  be  grazed  dose  to  the 
ground  about  once  in  two  weeks. 

The  pasturing  may  b^in  as  early  as  the  growth  of  the  alfalfa  will 
permit,  and  the  change  from  each  lot  to  the  next  shoidd  be  made  as 
soon  as  the  larvae  which  have  developed  in  the  next  lot  begin  to  feed 
upon  the  plants.  On  the  other  hand,  the  change  should  not  be  made 
until  the  lot  which  is  being  pastured  has  been  grazed  close.  The 
number  of  animals  which  are  necessary  is  r^ulated  by  these  require- 
ments, varying  at  different  times  with  the  rate  of  growth  of  the 
alfalfa.  It  may  sometimes  be  advisable,  when  the  stock  has  eaten 
most  of  the  lot  clean  but  allowed  the  plants  to  grow  tall  in  certain 
spots,  to  mow  these  spots  rather  than  to  compel  the  animals  to  graze 
them. 

The  work  may  be  considered  finished  as  soon  as  most  of  the  weevil 
^gs  have  been  laid,  which  means  a  httle  later  than  the  usual  cutting 
time  of  the  first  crop.  A  good,  practical  method  of  deciding  this 
question  is  to  continue  the  pasturing  until  the  lot  containing  the 
oldest  growth  continues  free  from  signs  of  larval  feeding  past  the  time 
when  the  appearance  of  larvae  is  to  be  expected,  according  to  the 
experience  of  the  season. 

The  area  which  can  be  protected  from  the  weevils  in  this  way  is 
limited  by  the  amount  of  Hve  stock  available.     Three  and  one-half 
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acres  of  rather  poor  alfalfa  handled  in  this  way  will  support  from 
forty  to  fifty  60-poiind  hogs,  or  a  corresponding  numher  of  other 
animals. 

According  to  the  statements  of  agricultural  experts,  this  way  of 
preventing  weevil  injiuy  deserves  more  notice  than  its  usefulness  for 
that  purpose  alone  warrants,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  when  combined 
with  the  proper  feed  of  grain,  alfalfa  pasture  furnishes  an  economical 
method  of  fattening  live  stock.  Many  farms  would  probably  .be  more 
profitable  if  their  management  centered  about  the  pasturing  of  stock 
on  alfalfa,  with  the  growing  of  enough  other  crops  to  provide  grain 
and  forage  throughout  the  year.  This  is  a  matter  that  each  must 
work  out  for  himself  to  suit  local  conditions.  Wherever  the  pasturing 
method  is  practicable  it  will  solve  the  alfalfa-weevil  problem. 

SOIUNG. 

Cutting  the  alfalfa  green  two  or  three  times  during  the  season  and 
feeding  it  gives  results  similar  to  those  of  pasturing.  It  is  especially 
suitable  for  dairy  farms. 

THE  DUST  MULCH. 

If  the  weevils  have  not  been  killed  earlier,  they  may  be  destroyed 
after  removing  the  first  crop  by  removing  nearly  all  the  vegetation, 
crushing  the  clods,  and  filling  the  cracks  so  as  to  expose  the  entire 
surface  of  the  field  to  the  sim.  This  is  best  done  by  such  cultiva- 
tion as  will  cover  the  field  with  a  dust  mulch,  the  dust  being  an 
additional  means  of  killing  the  weevils  which  escape  the  heat  of  the  , 
ground.  Success  depends  largely  upon  doing  the  work  when  the 
ground  is  dry  and  the  weather  warm  and  bright.  It  should  not  be 
attempted  in  cold,  cloudy,  or  wet  weather,  nor  soon  after  irrigation. 

Dragging  the  field  twice  with  a  brush  drag  is  sufficient  if  the  soil 
is  already  mellow,  but  most  fields  need  one  or  two  cultivations 
with  the  disk  or  the  spring-tooth  harrow,  and  some  grassy  fields 
with  heavy  soil  can  not  be  put  into  the  best  condition  to  kill  weevils 
until  after  they  have  been  systematically  improved  for  several 
years.  A  tool  which  is  used  instead  of  the  brush  drag  in  Salt  Lake 
Valley  is  built  by  stretching  several  layers  of  heavy  woven-wire 
fencing  under  an  ordinary  spike-tooth  harrow  with  the  teeth  laid 
flat,  and  adding  enough  weight  to  pidverize  the  soil. 

The  dust-mulch  method  has  practically  no  value  as  cultivation, 
since  it  must  be  followed  by  irrigation,  which  packs  the  siuface 
dirt  and  restores  it  to  the  condition  which  obtained  before  cidtiva- 
tion.  Its  value  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact  that  it  kills  the 
insects  and  so  permits  the  second  crop  to  grow.  It  is  open  to  the 
objections  that  it  requires  time  and  the  labor  of  men  and  horses 
during  the  busiest  season  of  the  year  and  that  it  stirs  up  the  stones 
on  rocky  fields. 
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SUMMER  SI'&AYING. 

Many  fanners  have  sprayed  the  stubble  after  removing  the  first 
crop,  with  results  about  equal  to  those  of  the  brush-drag  treatment. 
The  same  apparatus  can  be  used  as  for  the  spring  spraying,  but  the 
usual  method  has  been  to  distribute  the  spray  through  two  leads  of 
hose  and  two  Bordeaux  nozzles,  each  handled  by  a  man  who  walks  be- 
hind the  outfit  or  rides  upon  it  and  covers  the  groimd  as  evenly  as  pos- 
,  siblo  and  as  far  as  he  can  reach  with  the  spray  rod.  Both  Paris  green 
and  arsenate  of  lead,  in  the  usual  orchard  strengths  of  1  pound  and 
6  pounds,  respectively,  per  100  gallons  of  water,  have  been  successful. 

This  treatment  is  more  rapid  than  the  brush-drag  method,  but  it 
requires  special  machinery.     For  orchard  districts  it  is  very  promising. 

PUDDUNG. 

Several  farmers  have  protectcid  the  second  crop  by  dragging  the 
stubble,  while  it  is  still  wet  from  irrigation,  with  the  land  levclor  or 
the  clod  breaker.  Tins  process  embeds  the  insects  in  mud,  in  which 
they  perish,  and  effectually  prevents  them  from  attacking  the  sprouts. 
It  is  easier  than  the  dust-mulch  method,  but  it  is  harmful  to  the  soil 
and  is  not  recommended. 

PREVENTION  OF  SPREAD. 

Equally  important  with  the  problem  of  coping  with  the  weevil  in 
the  fields  is  that  of  preventing  its  spread  into  new  territory  or,  at 
least,  since  that  may  bo  impossible,  of  giving  it  as  Uttle  help  as  possi- 
ble. Aside  from  the  consideration  that  the  prosperity  of  each  section 
depends  largely  upon  that  of  other  sections,  the  spread  of  the  weevil 
from  one  district  to  others  is  a  distinct  detriment  to  the  former  as  well 
as  to  the  latter  in  that  it  increases  the  distance  from  wluch  hay  for 
feeding  purposes  must  be  shipped  and  consequently  increases  its  cost. 

All  commodities  which  are  to  be  sliipped  or  haided  out  of  infested 
territory  should  be  kept  from  contact  with  growing  alfalfa,  and  they 
should  at  all  times  be  kept  away  from  new  alfalfa  hay,  particularly 
that  which  has  been  cut  during  Jxdy  and  August. 

SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  first  and  second  crops  of  alfalfa  can  be  protected  from  the  alfalfa 
W(»evil  by  spraying  the  young  growth  in  early  spring,  by  proper  pastin:- 
ing,  or  by  cutting  and  feeding  the  crop  before  the  eg^  in  it  have  hatched, 
and  in  a  few  cases  by  covering  the  field  with  silt  in  early  spring.  The 
growth  of  the  alfalfa  can  be  stimulated  and  a  larger  yield  obtained 
by  cultivating  the  field  in  the  spring.  The  second  crop  can  bo  pro- 
tected by  spraying  the  stubble  or  by  the  dust-mulch  treatment. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  spreading  the  weevil  by  shipping 
out  of  the  infested  district  either  new  alfalfa  hay  or  articles  which 
have  been  in  contact  with  it  or  with  growing  alfalfa. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  white-pine  bUster  rust  is  a  destructive  disease  of  the  so-called 
white  pines,  that  is,  pines  which  bear  their  needles  in  bundles  of  five 
each.  It  has  caused  much  damage  in  some  of  the  countries  of  north- 
em  Europe.  It  is  caused  by  a  parasitic  fungus  (a  plant  organism) 
similar  in  many  respects  to  the  fimgi  that  cause  wheat  rust  and  cedar 
apple  rust.  Like  those  diseases,  it  requires  two  distinct  kinds  of  host 
plants  in  order  to  complete  its  entire  life.  These  are  (1)  the  5-needle 
pines  and  (2)  the  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and  gooseberries. 

This  serious  disease  of  our  white  pines  came  to  us  from  Europe  in 
imported  white-pine  seedhngs.  It  is  now  known  that  comparatively 
small  lots  of  such  diseased  seedlings  were  imported  as  long  ago  as 
1900,  or  even  earUer;  but  in  the  year  1909  immense  numbers  of  such 
seedlings  were  brought  into  the  coimtry  and  were  largely  distributed 
before  the  presence  of  the  disease  was  discovered.     In  this  way  the 

1  This  publication  is  designed  to  be  spread  open  at  the  colored  plate,  so  as  to  serve  as  a  poster  when  desired. 
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disease  was  introduced  into  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana.  The  disease  is  now  known  to  be  present  in  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania.  Owners  of  planted  5-needle  pines  in 
aU  States  should  watch  for  indications  of  this  serious  disease. 


Fio.  1.— WTiit«-pine  tree  about  10  years  old  dying  from  the  effects  of        Fio.  2.— Trunk  of  a  whito-pine 
the  blister  rust.    The  measure  indicates  the  height  of  the  tree  in  tree  about  10  years  old  whidi 

feet.    Just  above  the  1-foot  level  is  a  girdle  of  dead,  cracked  bark.  has   borne   blisters   of   the 

Directly  above  the  dead  bark  are  numerous  white  blisters  on  the  blister-rust   fungus   in  pre- 

edges  of  the  living  bark.    The  tree  i.s  badly  stunted  in  growth.  vious  years.    Note  the  hea\-y 

(Photograph  furnished  by  G.  C.  Atwood.)  scales  of  dead  bark  on  a  tree 

which  at  this  ago  ought  to 
have  smooth  bark.  (SU^itly 
less  than  life  size.) 

WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT  WHITE-PINE  BLISTER  RUST. 

WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT  WHITE  PINES  ALREADY  PLANTED. 

The  whito-pine  bhstcr  rust  ^  came  into  this  country  from  liurope 
in  nursery  stock  and  in  no  other  way.     Any  white   pines,  stone 

»  The  disease  commonly  known  as  white-pine  blister  rust  is  caused  by  a  fungous  parasite  known  tech- 
nically as  Cronartium  ribicola  Fischer  iPeridermium  slrobi  Klebahn). 
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pines,  or  other  5-needle  pines  ^  that  were  imported  from  Europe  are 
liable  to  have  the  disease. 
Therefore,  at  any  time  of  year — 

(1)  Find  out  definitely  the  source  of  your  pines.  Were  they  raised  from  seed  in  this 
country  or  bought  of  some  one  who  might  have  imported  them?  Get  a  definite  state- 
ment from  the  man  who  furnished  them  to 

you.  If  he  obtained  them  from  another  per- 
son, find  out  from  the  latter  whether  he  raised 
them  from  seed  or  not.  In  short,  trace  your 
trees  definitely  back  to  the  nursery  where  they 
were  grown  from  seed.  Do  not  accept  an  eva- 
sive reply.  If  the  source  of  your  pines  can 
not  be  determined  or  if  they  prove  to  have 
been  imported,  consider  them  under  suspicion 
until  you  can  have  an  expert  inspection  made. 
The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  on  application 
embodying  a  statement  of  such  facts  as  are 
known  to  the  owner  or  observer,  will  make  an 
inspection  or  seciure  a  competent  inspection 
free  of  charge. 

(2)  Inform  yoiur  neighbors  about  this  dis- 
ease. Find  out  whether  their  pines  were 
grown  in  America  or  imported.  Tell  them  if 
you  think  you  see  evidences  of  the  blister  rust 
on  their  trees,  and  advise  them  what  to  do. 
Diseased  trees  on  your  neighbor's  land  are  a 
source  of  danger  to  you.  Post  this  publica- 
tion in  a  conspicuous  place,  such  as  the  rail- 
road station,  post  office,  town  hall,  and  grange 
hall.  Tell  your  neighbors  to  ask  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Farmers' 
Bulletin  742,  if  the  disease  is  on  their  trees  or 
they  are  interested  in  it.  Seciu^  more  copies 
yourself  if  they  can  be  well  distributed. 

(3)  If  you  can  not  prove  that  your  pines 
were  grown  in  America  from  seed,  look  at  all 
times  of  the  year  for  dead  trees,  dead  tops,  or 
dead  side  branches  on  the  pines.  If  any  are 
found,  look  for  a  girdle  of  dead,  cracked  bark 
below  the  dead  part,  as  shown  in  figures  1 
and  2.  If  a  girdle  is  found,  look  for  the  pyc- 
nidial  drops  on  the  living  swollen  bark  ad- 
joining the  dead  portion.    (See  fig.  3,  showing  them  on  a  tree  not  yet  girdled.) 

*  The  scientific  and  popular  names  of  the  5-needle  pines  of  the  world,  exclusive  of  the  different  varieties, 
are  her©  given  for  the  convenience  of  nurserymen  and  others  who  may  wish  definite  technical  information: 
AuEEiCAV.—Pinus ttrobus,  white  pine;  P.  monticoUt,  western  white  pine;  P.  lambertianaf  sugar  pine; 
P.  fUxUis,  limber  pine;  P.  albicaulu,  white-bark  pine;  P.  strobiformis,  Mexican  white  pine;  P.  balfouriana, 
foxtail  pine;  P.  ariHata,  bristle-cone  pine;  P.  cembroidetf  pifion  pine.  Foreign.— Pfntw  excelsa,  Hima- 
layan white  pine;  P.  pence,  Balkan  pine;  P.  armandif  Chinese  white  pine;  P.  parviflora,  Japanese  white 
pine;  P.  cembra,  stone  pine;  P.  koriensis,  Korean  pine.  Some  of  the  more  important  \'arieties  which  are 
induded  in  the  foregoing  species  are  Pinus  nejxUensis,  P.  icipioniformit,  P.  mastersiana,  P.  pentaphpUa, 
P.  TnorrUonicola,  P^formotana,  P.  pumiUtj  P.  mandKhuricaj  P.  ribirica,  and  P.  coronant. 


Fig.  3.— A  young  white-pine  tree,  showing 
the  swelling  and  pycnidial  drops  of  liquid 
caused  by  blister  rust.    (Life  size.) 
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FiQ.  4.~Diagrain  indicating  the  life  circuit  of  the  causal  fungus  of  the  white-pine  blister  rust,  a,  Blistvs 
on  pine  in  May  and  early  June,  from  which  the  disease  spreads  to  curraut  or  goosebeiry  leaves  and  pro- 
duces the  early  summer  stage,  b;  thence  it  may  spread  to  another  currant  leaf  and  produce  there  a  second 
crop  of  the  early  summer  stage,  c,  or  it  may  produce  the  late  summer  stage,  d;  in  this  stage,  in  the  fall, it 
infects  neighboring  white  ptnes,  which  may  or  may  not  include  the  pine  (a)  which  bore  the  blisters  that 
started  the  outbreak  the  preceding  sprhig. 
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At  particular  times  of  the  ye^,  look  for  the  different  stages  of  the 
disease,  as  follows: 

Last  of  April  to  middle  of  Juti*.— Search  for  blisters  on  planted  pines.  (PI.  I,  A, 
fig.  1,  andfig.  4,  a). 

June  1  to  fall  of  leaves, — Search  on  leaves  of  all  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and 
gooseberries  for  the  yellow,  summer  stage  of  the  disease.  (PI.  l^  B  and  C,  and  fig.  4, 6 
and  c).  Pay  special  attention  to  cultivated  black  currants  and  to  the  flowering  or  yel- 
low currant. 

Atigust  1  to  fall  of  leaves. — Search  on  the  leaves  of  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and 
gooseberries  for  the  brown-hair  or  autumn  stage  of  the  disease  (PI.  I,  i>,  and  fig.  4,  d). 

If  it  is  believed  that  the  disease  is  found,  get  an  expert  at  once  to 
verify  your  opinion.  Do  not  destroy  trees  or  bushes  until  this  is 
done,  as  such  destruction  may  not  be  necessary. 

When  advised  by  a  competent  person  to  destroy  certain  trees  or 
bushes,  do  so  at  once.  Delay  may  mean  much  more  damage.  An 
owner  refusing  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  control  this  disease 
will  be  injured  first  and  most  severely  by  the  future  progress  of  the 
outbreak. 

HOW  TO  BUT  WUITK-PINB  STOCK  FKEE  FROM  BLISTER  RUST. 

Buy  5-needle  pine  stock  only  when  a  written  guaranty  is  furnished 
by  the  nurseryman  in  the  following  form  or  its  equivalent: 

I, ,do  hereby  guarantee  that  the 

[Name  of  nurseiTman.]  [Number  of  trees.] 

trees  of pine  furnished  to were  grown  under  the 

[Kind  of  pine.]  [Name  of  buyer.] 

following  conditions: 

1.  They  were  raised  from  seed  in  my  own  nurseries. 

2.  My  nurseries  contain  no  imported  5-needle  pines  or  imported  ciurants  or  goose- 
berries. 

3.  My  nurseries  and  the  neighborhood  for  300  yards  distant  have  no  white-pine 
blister  rust  present  now  and  have  always  been  free  from  white-pine  blister  rust  on 
^-needle  pines  or  on  currants  or  gooseberries. 

(Signed) . 

Such  a  guaranty  will  insure  the  securing  of  stock  free  from  this 
disease.  Any  essential  modification  of  this  form  will  leave  loopholes 
for  evading  the  purpose  of  the  guaranty. 

This  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  the  usual  certificate  of 
inspection  made  by  a  State  officer.  The  inspection  certificate  alone 
is  useless,  so  far  as  the  blister  rust  is  concerned,  as  the  disotise  in  its 
dormant  stage  can  not  be  detected  by  inspectors. 

DANGER  FROM  THE  WHITE-PINE  BUSTER  RUST. 

The  white-pine  blister  rust  is  a  disease  which  finally  kills  the  at- 
tacked trees  or  parts  of  trees.  K  the'  trees  are  attacked  while  rela- 
tively young,  that  is,  25  years  of  age  or  less,  it  is  extremely  likely 
that  the  entire  tree  will  be  killed.  If  the  tree  is  older  than  thk 
when  attacked,  branches  and  possibly  the  top  central  shoot  will  be 
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killed.  Of  course  the  loss  of  a  few  side  branches  is  a  small  matter  to 
an  old  tree  unless  it  is  an  ornamental,  but  if  the  disease  is  present 
in  abimdance  in  proximity  to  such  a  tree  for  a  number  of  years, 
that  tree  is  likely  to  have  every  one  of  its  lateral  branches,  as  well 
as  the  top  central  shoot,  attacked  and  finally  killed.  In  this  way 
the  disease  may  kill  the  largest  tree,  and  such  instances  are  known 
in  certain  localities  in  Europe  where  this  disease  is  very  prevalent, 
The  great  damage,  then,  that  the  white-pine  blister  rust  is  likely 
to  do  at  first  is  to  young  reproduction  or  to  young  plantations  of 
white  pines.  But  after  it  has  become  well  established  in  any  locality 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  older  and  larger  trees  may  be  seriously 
crippled  if  not  killed  by  it.  In  Europe,  where  this  disease  has 
been  known  for  60  years,  it  has  attacked  the  stone  pine,  the 
Himalayan  white  pine,  the  Roiunelian  white  pine,  the  eastern  white 
pine,  the  sugar  pine,  the  western  white  pine,  and  the  limber  pine. 
These  are  all  5-needle  pines.  Many  of  the  so-called  hard  pines, 
having  leaves  in  twos  and  threes,  have  been  exposed  to  infection  in 
Europe,  but  have  never  taken  the  disease.  This  shows  that  only  the 
5-needle  pines  will  take  it.  There  are  12  American  5-needle  pine^  and 
9  foreign  ones.  (See  footnote,  p.  3.)  Any  of  these  species  may  take 
this  disease.  The  foreign  species  are  of  importance,  as  they  may  be 
cultivated  in  this  coimtry  for  ornamental  purposes. 

DANGEB  IN  THE  EASTEBN  STATES. 

In  the  Eastern  States  the  danger  threatened  by  this  disease  is 
most  important  with  respect  to  the  eastern  white  pine.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  valuation  of  the  present  stand  of  mature  eastern 
white  pine  is  approximately  $186,000,000.  This  pine  is  of  great 
importance,  aside  from  the  value  of  the  present  mature  stand,  be- 
cause it  is  used  in  fully  nine-tenths  of  the  reforestation  work  in  the 
Northeastern  States.  Moreover,  within  the  area  worst  affected  by  the 
gipsy  moth,  the  forests  are  being  converted  into  white  pine  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  because  this  species  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  one  which 
is  not  seriously  injured  by  this  insect.  More  than  this,  the  white 
pine,  in  many  sections  at  least,  is  much  the  most  valuable  tree  now 
available  for  future  forests.  Its  loss  would  be  a  real  catastrophe, 
for  no  other  tree  can  take  its  place. 

The  crisis  with  this  disease  is  already  upon  the  Northeastern  States. 
Most  serious  and  extensive  outbreaks  are  known  to  have  occurred  in 
1915.  It  not  promptly  stopped  from  spreading  farther,  there  will  be 
no  hope  of  coping  with  it  imless  pubUc  opinion  becomes  very  ear- 
nestly aroused  in  the  near  future.  Complete  authority  must  be  given 
the  State  officials  to  compel  imanimous  action  throughout  the  infected 
areas,  or  tliis  disease  will  surely  escape  and  become  a  permanent 
menace  to  the  entire  white-pine  stand  of  the  northeastern  section  of 
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this  country.  Indeed,  if  it  is  not  eradicated  it  will  finally  spread 
by  natural  means  throughout  the  range  of  the  eastern  white  pine  from 
Minnesota  eastward  and  from  Canada  to  northern  Georgia  and 
Alabama. 

DANGER  TO  THE  WESTERN  STATES. 

The  white-pine  blister  rust,  however,  also  threatens  two  of  the 
most  important  lumber  species  of  the  western  forests,  namely,  sugar 
pine  and  western  white  pine.  The  mature  stand  of  these  two  is  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  $240,000,000.  Both  of  these  trees  have  been 
seriously  attacked  by  this  disease  in  Europe.  They  are  little  grown 
in  the 'Eastern  States  where  this  disease  is  present;  hence,  we  have 
absolutely  no  experience  to  show  what  the  disease  may  do  in  this 
country  to  them.  Aside  from  the  consideration  of  the  total  valuation, 
these  two  species  reproduce  readily,  and  the  prospects  are  good  that 
they  wiU  form  a  very  important  part  of  the  future  forests  of  their 
regions.  Any  reforestation  which  may  be  done  within  their  range 
is  likely  to  consist  largely  of  these  two  species. 

The  limber  pine,  which  is  distributed  throughout  the  Rocky 
Moimtain  region,  is  known  to  take  this  disease  in  Europe.  It, 
together  with  the  two  above-mentioned  pines,  would  furnish  a  means 
for  the  spread  of  this  disease  over  the  entire  Pacific  coast  and  Rocky 
Mountain  regions. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  regarding  the  danger  from  this  disease  if  it 
once  reaches  the  Pacific  coast  or  the  Rocky  Mountain  regions,  as  it 
has  been  found  by  experiment  that  the  wild  currants  and  gooseberries 
of  these  sections  are  susceptible  to  the  disease.  Conditions  in  the 
natural  forests  are  such  that  if  the  native  forest  once  becomes  infected 
there  is  practically  no  hope  of  controlling  the  disease  there;  hence, 
the  outlook  is  especially  grave. 

The  writer  has  no  positive  evidence  that  the  white-pine  blister  rust 
has  ever  been  west  of  Indiana.  Imported  white  pines  of  suspicious  ori- 
gin are  known  to  have  been  shipped  as  far  west  as  Illinois  and  Minne- 
sota, but  not  beyond  the  natm^al  range  of  the  eastern  white  pine. 

The  western  forests  are  so  separated  from  the  eastern  forests  by 
the  arid  Great  Plains  that  the  white-pine  blister  rust  can  reach  the 
former  only  through  the  shipment  of  diseased  nursery  stock  from 
the  East;  consequently,  the  supreme  importance  of  preventing  such 
shipments.  All  5-neodle  pine  stock  should  be  grown  from  seed  in 
the  general  locality  where  the  trees  are  to  be  planted.  Each  State 
west  of  the  Missouri  River  should  immediately  enforce  an  absolute 
prohibition  of  the  shipment  of  5-needle  pines  or  of  currants  or  goose- 
berries from  the  section  east  of  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers. 
Seed  may  bo  shipped  with  entire  safety,  so  far  as  this  disease  is  con- 
cerned. The  importance  of  such  State  quarantines  can  not  be  too 
strongly  airged. 
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A  destnictive  disease  of  white  pines  known  as  the  white-pine  blister  rust  has 
been  introduced  from  Europe  and  seriously  threatens  our  white  pines.  It  also 
attacks  the  leaves  of  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and  gooseberries  and  spreads 
for  long  distances  on  them.  Look  for  It  on  pines  in  May  and  early  June;  on  cur- 
rants and  gooseberries  from  June  untU  the  leaves  are  shed.  It  appears  as  shown 
in  the  colored  figures  of  Plate  L 


Explanation  of  Plate  I. — Ay  A  diseased  white-pine  tree  with  the  blisters 
broken  open,  spreading  the  disease  to  any  currants  or  gooseberries  that 
may  be  in  the  vicinity;  J5,  early  summer  stage  on  the  lower  surface  of  a 
currant  leaf,  repeating  on  currant  leaves  during  the  rest  of  the  season, 
a  new  crpp  of  spores  appearing  every  two  weeks;  C,  early  summer 
stage  much  magnified;  D,  late  summer  and  fall  stage  on  the  lower  sur- 
face of  a  currant  leaf,  spreading  the  disease  back  to  neighboring  white 
pines. 


Figure  4  (on  p.  4)  Indicates  the  course  of  the  disease  from  pine  to  currant  (a  to 
h)f  from  currant  to  currant  (6  to  c  and  d)f  and  from  currant  back  to  pine  (d  to  a). 
The  complete  circuit  from  pine  back  to  pine  takes  one  year,  but  the  disease  may 
not  develop  visibly  on  the  newly  attacked  pine  for  a  period  of  several  years. 

Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  secured  free,  on  application  to  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  742. 
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Aside  from  the  regions  occupied  by  the  four  previously  mentioned 
species  of  white  pines,  we  have  the  entire  remainder  of  the  country 
in  which  these  species,  as  well  as  any  other  of  the  white  pines,  both 
foreign  and  American,  may  be  planted  as  ornamentals.  Hence,  if 
the  Northeastern  States,  which  do  a  large  proportion  of  the  orna- 
mental nursery-stock  trade  of  the  country,  become  thoroughly 
infected  by  this  disease,  as  is  sure  to  happen  very  shortly  if  the  State 
authorities  are  not  given  complete  legal  authority  for  any  necessary 
measures  to  control  it,  there  is  good  reason  to  expect  the  white-pine 
blister  rust  to  reach  practically  all  parts  of  the  country  where  any 
of  the  5-needJe  pines  will  grow. 

APPEARANCE  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

Upon  pines  the  most  characteristic  symptom  is  the  presence  of 
irr^ular  swellings  in  the  bark.  A  healthy  white  pine  has  a  prac- 
tically uniform  diameter  throughout  the  length  of  each  yearns  growth. 
A  pine  affected  with  this  disease  is  apt  to  develop  a  marked  swelling 
at  the  lower  branches  if  it  is  a  small  tree  (fig.  5).  If  a  large  tree  is 
affected,  the  smaller  branches  are  apt  to  show  similar  more  or  less 
irregular  swellings.  These  commonly  extend  to  the  bases  of  smaller 
side  branches  and  sometimes  out  into  those  branches  (fig.  5).  Some- 
times this  swelling,  instead  of  showing  as  a  gradually  tapering  swell- 
ing, is  very  irregular,  the  bark  having  a  peculiar  distended  appearance, 
with  rounded  swellings  located  at  leaf  scars,  that  is,  where  a  bundle 
of  needles  has  fallen  from  the  twig  (fig.  3).  Upon  trees  only  3  or  4 
years  of  age  the  disease  may  cause  a  shortening  of  growth  and  a 
dwarfing  of  the  top,  so  that  it  has  an  abnormally  compact  appearance 
(fig.  1).  Upon  branches  of  larger  trees  this  is  not  usually  very 
evident.  Occasionally  the  leaves  upon  the  affected  part  of  the  branch 
or  stem  become  yellowish,  but  this  is  not  common.  The  diseased 
trunks,  branches,  or  twigs  finally  die  from  the  girdling  effect  of  the 
fimgus  and  thus  become  very  noticeable,  as  they  remain  upright 
and  do  not  droop  as  do  twigs  affected  by  frost  or  by  certain  insects. 
Trees  up  to  25  years  of  age  may  have  the  tops  killed  in  the  same  way. 
Do  not  confuse  such  dead  branches  with  the  work  of  the  white-pine 
weevil,  which  is  common  in  many  locaUties.  The  weevil  usually 
kills  only  the  top  central  shoot  down  to  the  uppermost  branches, 
while  the  blister  rustusually  kills  side  branches  or  the  upper  part  of 
the  entire  top  of  the  tree. 

The  most  certain  symptom,  however,  is  that  furnished  by  the 
fruiting  bodies  of  the  parasite,  which  form  upon  the  thickened  bark 
m  the  spring  from  the  latter  part  of  April  until  the  middle  of  June, 
depending  upon  the  locaUty  and  the  weather  conditions.  At  first, 
these  thrust  themselves  from  within  outward  through  the  swollen 
bark,  in  the  form  of  whitish  blisters  as  large  as  a  child^s  finger  nail. 
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They  are  usuall j  someirhat  longer  one  way  than  the  other.  After 
a  few  days  the  outer  membrane,  which  is  white  in  cok^,  breaks  open 
aud  the  top  falls  off,  exposing  the  brigbt-yeHow,  dnsty  spores  ^thin 
(PL  I,  A),  These,  after  a  mimbej  of  weeks,  are  completely  blown 
out  of  the  cuplike  cavities  in  the  bark.    The  white  membrane  sur- 


Via.  6.— W)iite-plne  tree  4  years  old,  showing  marked  swelUog  caused  by  the  blister  rust.  The  swelliog 
exUnKh  out  into  the  branches.  No  blisters  have  yet  been  produced  on  this  tree.  (One-fourth  natural 
size.) 

rounding  them  also  disappears,  and  there  remains  in  the  bark  merely 
a  rounded  hollow,  which  usually  has  a  whitish,  granular  apj>earanco 
within.  Tliis  is  quite  characteristic  in  appearance  and,  when  one 
becomes  familiar  with  it,  is  as  easily  distinguished  as  are  the  bright- 
ytillow  fruiting  bodies  themselves.  On  trees  which  have  been  infected 
wh<^ii  ciuite  young,  the  disease  girdles  the  main  trunk  by  killing  the 
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affected  bark.  In  such  cases  the  bark  becomes  scaly,  while  on  the 
green  parts  of  the  tree  it  is  still  smooth  (figs.  1  and  2) .  Oftentimes  the 
tree  remains  alive  several  years  after  being  completely  girdled  with 
the  deatl  bark.  In  such  cases,  growth  continues  above  the  canker 
until  considerable  swelling  is  produced.  The  fruiting  bodies  form  each 
spring,  both  above  and  below  the  dead  area  in  the  bark,  additional 
areas  of  the  bark  being  killed  each  year  (fig.  1).  In  this  way  the  dis- 
ease progresses  sometimes  2  or  3  feet  from  its  original  point  of  entry. 

On  currants  and  gooseberries  the  parasite  is  known  to  attack  only 
the  leaves.  Here  it  has  two  distinct  forms,  which  may  occur  upon 
either  the  currant  or  gooseberry,  or  both.  The  first  or  summer 
form  is  seen  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  leaves  in  the  shape  of  small, 
mealy,  bright-yellow  masses  hardly  larger  than  a  pinhead,  which  may 
be  very  sparse  or  may  be  so  abimdant  as  to  form  a  continuous, 
mealy  layer  over  considerable  portions  of  the  leaf  surface  (PL  I,  B 
and  C) .  Upon  shaking  such  a  leaf,  or  blowing  it,  one  will  perceive  a 
cloud  of  yellowish  powder  set  free.  This  form  of  the  disease  may  be 
found  from  the  middle  of  June  imtil  the  leaves  fall,  although  it  is  not 
so  common  in  the  autumn  as  in  July  or  August. 

The  second  or  autumn  form  of  the  disease  upon  currant  or  goose- 
berry leaves  usually  is  foimd  from  the  latter  part  of  July  until  the 
leaves  fall.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  small  groups  of  3  to  10  or  12 
short,  hairy  outgrowths,  scarcely  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  ordinarily 
arranged  in  small  circles  (PL  I,  D) .  These,  like  the  summer  form, 
may  be  very  scattering  on  the  under  surface  of  the  leaf  or  may  be  so 
abundant  as  to  form  a  hairy  coating  on  the  entire  lower  surface. 
These  hairs  are  brownish  in  color,  but  in  moist  weather  they  assimie 
a  grayish  brown  tint.  Both  of  these  forms  occur  upon  the  lower 
surface  of  the  leaf,  and  usually  one  must  turn  a  leaf  over  in  order  to 
find  out  whether  it  is  affected  or  not.  While  the  disease  may  kill 
small  areas  of  the  upper  leaf  surface,  so  that  they  look  brown  or 
yellowish,  this  symptom  can  not  be  depended  upon  when  one  is 
searching  for  the  trouble. 

LIFE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PARASITE. 

The  fungous  parasite  causing  the  white-pine  blister  rust  is  known 
by  two  different  technical  names.  The  form  upon  the  pine  is  known 
as  Peridermium  strohiy  while  upon  the  leaves  of  currants  and  goose- 
berries it  is  known  as  Cronariium  rihicola.  The  latter  name  is  now 
ordinarily  used  for  the  organism,  both  upon  pines  and  upon  currants 
and  gooseberries.  The  life  history  of  this  parasite  is  very  complex, 
but  it  is  paralleled  by  a  great  number  of  related  fungi. 

A  period  of  incubation  follows  the  infection  of  white  pines.  This 
period  may  vary  from  less  than  one  year  up  to  six  or  more  years, 
during  which  time  there  is  absolutely  no  external  indication  of  the 
disease.    Then  the  bark  begins  to  swell  at  the  point  of  infection 
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(fig.  5).  After  the  swelling  of  the  bark  has  become  apparent  upon 
an  mfected  pine,  the  healthy  green  color  of  the  bark  on  the  affected 
areas  is  apt  to  change  to  a  reddish  and  yellowish  color.  On  the 
yellowest  patches,  the  parasite  pushes  forth,  through  tiny  openings 
in  the  bark,  small  drops  of  a  clear,  sweet-tasting  fluid  (fig.  5) .  This 
is  not  pitch.  In  it,  if  examined  with  a  microscope,  one  finds  immense 
numbers  of  tiny  spore  bodies.  These  may  be  found  early  in  the 
spring  before  the  formation  of  the  blisters  described  below,  or  they 
may  occur  apparently  at  almost  any  season  in  late  siunmer  and  falL 
What  the  function  of  these  tiny  spore  bodies  may  be,  nobody  knows. 
They  occur  in  a  considerable  number  of  closely  related  parasites,  but 
are  not  known  to  reproduce  the  disease  in  any  way.  They  are  simply 
indicators  of  the  disease.  They  are  known  as  pycnospores.  Shortly 
after  the  pycnospores  are  produced,  from  the  latter  part  of  April 
until  about  the  middle  of  June,  the  real  fruiting  bodies  push  their 
way  through  the  swollen  tissues  of  the  bark  imtil  they  become 
visible  on  the  exterior.  Here,  they  first  appear  like  white  blisters 
as  large  as  a  child ^s  finger  nail.  After  a  brief  time,  the  top  of  the 
white  membrane  breaks  loose  and  falls  off.  Then  it  is  seen  that  this 
membrane^urrounds  a  mass  of  bright-yellow  powder  (fig.  1  and 
PI.  1,-4).  Each  grain  of  this  powder  is  a  spore,  capable-  of  repro- 
ducing the  disease.  These  spores  can  not,  however,  infect  the  pines, 
but  can  only  attack  leaves  of  currants  or  gooseberries.  After  the 
parasite  has  fruited  once  upon  the  pine,  the  latter  may  remain  alive 
until  the  next  year  (fig.  1).  In  most  cases,  however,  the  bark  is 
killed  completely  around  the  affected  part,  thus  girdling  it  (figs.  1 
and  2) .  In  most  cases  this  means  the  immediate  death  of  the  outer 
or  upper  portion  of  the  branch  or  trunk.  Some  trees,  however, 
struggle  along  for  a  number  of  years,  and  sometimes  even  for  15  or 
20  years.  In  such  cases  the  parasite  sends  out  a  new  crop  of  spores 
each  spring  to  infect  any  currants  or  gooseberries  that  may  be  in 
the  vicinity.  These  yellow  spores  produced  in  the  blisters  in  the 
pine  bark  are  known  as  aeciospores,  or  Peridermium  spores. 

The  Peridermium  spores  above  described  are  very  easily  blown 
about  by  the  wind,  and  undoubtedly  they  are  distributed  mostly  in 
this  way.  As  above  indicated,  if  one  of  them  falls  upon  a  leaf  of  a 
currant  or  gooseberry  it  is  able  to  attack  that  leaf  (fig.  4,  a  and  6). 
There  must,  however,  be  present  a  certain  amoimt  of  moisture  for 
the  spore  to  germinate.  Unless  the  weather  is  very  dry,  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  moisture  is  usually  present.  In  the  presence  of 
suitable  moisture  the  tiny  spore  sprouts  somewhat  Hke  a  grain  of 
com.  It  sends  its  rootUke  germ  tube  into  the  soft  tissues  of  the 
currant  loaf,  and  there  it  spreads  within  the  leaf  tissues  until  it  has 
attained  a  certain  amount  of  strength  and  has  parasitized  a  small 
area  of  the  leaf  tissue.    Temperature  conditions  control  the  rapidity 
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of  this  development  within  the  currant  leaf.  If  it  is  abnormally 
cold,  progress  is  relatively  slow.  If  the  temperature  is  warm  the 
progress  is  rapid.  With  a  favorable  temperature,  it  requires  12  to 
14  days  for  the  parasite  in  its  new  home  to  produce  a  new  crop  of 
spores.  These  always  appear  upon  the  lower  surface  of  the  currant 
leaf  in  the  form  of  tiny  masses,  hardly  larger  than  a  pinhead,  of  fine, 
orange-yellow  powder  (PL  I,  B  and  &).  Each  of  these  masses  is  the 
result  of  an  infection  of  the  leaf  by  a  single  Peridermium  spore  from 
the  pine.  Naturally,  the  number  of  these  occurring  upon  a  leaf 
de{>ends  entirely  upon  the  number  of  Peridermium  spores  which 
have  stuck  to  that  leaf;  in  fact,  they  vary  from  a  single  one  up  to 
many  hipidreds  on  a  single  leaf.  In  many  cases  considerable  areas 
of  the  leaf  surface  may  be  completely  covered  with  the  powdery, 
yellow  spores,  so  plentiful  has  been  the  infection.  These  new 
spores,  very  curiously,  are  quite  distinct  in  appearance  from  those 
on  the  pine  from  which  they  originated  and  are  caUed  uredospores. 
Unlike  the  Peridermium  spores  of  the  pine,  which  can  not  reinfect 
the  pines,  the  uredospores  of  the  currant  leaf  can  reinfect  currant 
leaves.  This  stage  is  for  this  reason  caUed  a  repeating  stage.  The 
uredospores  first  produced  from  the  Peridermium  spores  in  turn  are 
blown  about  and  fall  upon  the  leaves  of  adjacent  currant  or  goose- 
berry bushes  and  there  produce  still  another  crop  of  uredospores. 
TMs  repetition  may  go  on  all  the  rest  of  the  season,  a  new  generation 
of  uredospores  being  produced  every  two  weeks  (fig.  4,  b  and  c). 
This  is  the  time  when  the  disease  spreads  most  rapidly  and  to  the 
greatest  distances.  The  progress  made  at  this  time,  of  course, 
depends  entirely  upon  the  presence  of  some  currant  or  gooseberry 
bush  near  enough  to  the  one  originally  infected  so  that  spores  will 
be  blown  from  the  one  to  the  other.  In  many  parts  of  the  country 
currants  and  gooseberries  are  cultivated  by  nearly  everybody  who 
has  a  garden,  and  in  those  sections  there  usually  occur  from  one  to 
six  or  eight  diflferent  species  of  wild  currants  and  gooseberries  in  the 
fields,  pastures,  and  forests;  so  that  a  census  of  the  currants  and 
gooseberries  in  a  given  locality  often  shows  the  best  of  opportunities 
for  the  disease  in  this  stage  to  spread  rapidly  and  for  long  distances. 
This  stage  of  the  disease  is  ordinarily  found  from  June  1  until  the 
fall  of  the  leaves. 

From  the  latter  part  of  July  until  the  fall  of  the  leaves  still  another 
form  of  fruiting  body  and  of  spores  is  produced  upon  the  currant  and 
gooseberry  leaves.  This  may  appear  upon  the  same  spots  which  have 
earUer  produced  the  uredospores,  but  not  always  (fig,  4,  &,  c,  and  d). 
The  new  form  appears  as  groups  of  3  to  10  or  12  short,  stout  threads, 
not  over  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  and  usually  arranged  in  small 
circles  (PI.  I,  D,  and  fig.  4).  Upon  these  threads  are  produced  spores 
of  another  distinct  form.    These  are  known  as  teliospores.    I^ese, 
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unlike  the  uredospores,  can  not  repeat  their  development  upon  the  cur- 
rant leaves,  but  in  order  to  carry  on  the  disease  they  must  attack  the 
bark  of  yoimg  white  pines  or  of  young  parts  of  old  white  pines  (fig.  4, 
d  and  a) .  The  teliospores,  falling  upon  bark  of  suitable  age  on  a  white 
pinC;  may  in  turn  germinate,  penetrate  the  bark,  and  grow  in  the 
inner  layers  diuing  the  incubation  period  already  mentioned.  This 
infection  of  the  pine  bark  must  take  place  in  the  late  siunmer  or  fall. 
If  the  parasite  finds  conditions  very  favorable,  it  may  produce  the 
sweetish  drops  of  liquid  with  the  pycnospores  early  the  next  spring, 
and  shortly  after  that  it  may  produoe  the  blisters  containing  the 
Peridermium  spores.  The  Peridermium  stage  is  visible  on  the  pines 
from  the  latter  part  of  April  until  the  middle  of  June.  This  com- 
pletes the  life  cycle  of  the  parasite.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the 
Peridermium  spores  produced  upon  pine  can  not  infect  pine  and 
that  the  teliospores  produced  upon  currants  can  not  infect  currants, 
we  immediately  perceive  that  if  the  two  sets  of  host  plants  are 
separated  widely  enough  so  that  the  spores  produced  upon  one  can 
not  reach  the  other  the  disease  can  not  spread. 

EFFORTS   ALREADY  MADE   TO   CONTROL  THE   WHITE-PINE  BLISTER 

RUST. 

In  Einrope  this  disease  was  firmly  established  before  any  eradica^ 
tion  of  plant  diseases  was  attempted,  and  the  only  effort  there 
exerted  is  merely  to  keep  it  in  check.  There  has  never  been,  pre- 
viously, either  in  Europe  or  America,  any  serious  attempt  to  eradi- 
cate a  disease  of  trees  of  this  type;  that  is,  we  have  had  no  earlier 
experience  with  a  disease  of  this  sort  by  which  to  guide  our  attempts 
at  controlling  this  one.  It  was  in  1909  believed  feasible  to  remove 
all  of  the  diseased  trees  from  an  infected  lot  of  pines  during  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  by  repeated  annual  inspections  in  the 
spring  when  the  fruiting  bodies  of  the  parasite  are  most  conspicuous 
on  pines.  The  work  then  attempted  was  done  with  this  end  in 
view.  It  has  become  increasingly  evident  since  that  time  that  sudi 
annual  inspections  would  have  to  be  repeated  for  an  indefinite  period, 
as  it  has  been  foimd  that  the  parasite  apparently  may  lie  dormant 
in  an  infected  tree  for  six  or  more  years  before  becoming  externally 
visible.  This  means  that  inspection  is  not  efficient.  The  alter- 
native seems  to  be  that  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  entire  lot  of 
pines  known  to  be  infected.  In  the  work  done  up  to  the  present 
time,  special  emphasis  has  been  given  to  the  removal  of  all  wild  and 
cultivated  currants  and  gooseberries  from  dangerous  proximity  to  lots 
of  pines  known  to  be  infected  with  the  white-pine  blister  rust. 

It  has  been  foimd,  however,  in  these  investigations  that  the 
various  State  officials,  who  necessarily  must  perform  this  work,  do 
not  have  power  to  destroy  such  currants  and  gooseberries  as  may 
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seem  necessary  in  order  to  completely  control  this  disease.  The 
work  for  this  reason  has  been  greatly  hampered  and  in  many  cases 
has  not  been  carried  out  as  it  should  have  been.  Many  people  have 
not  realized  the  seriousness  of  this  trouble,  and  imanimous  action 
could  not  be  secured.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  State 
officers  have  complete  power  to  enforce  such  measures  as  are  needful 
for  the  control  of  this  disease  or  their  work  will  fail,  just  as  it  has 
failed  up  to  this  time. 

PRESENT  STATUS  OF  THE  WHITE-PINE  BLISTER  RUST. 

During  the  years  1909  to  1914,  inclusive,  the  white-pine  blister 
rust  has  been  held  well  in  control,  consideruig  the  circmnstances 
under  which  the  work  was  carried  on.  In  this  period  eleven  distinct 
outbreaks  of  this  disease  occurred;  that  is,  there  were  eleven  differ- 
ent places  where  the  disease  spread  from  pines  to  adjacent  currants 
or  gooseberries.  In  these  places  the  disease  has  been  nearly  or 
entirely  eradicated.  In  1915  the  weather  conditions  were  so  favor- 
able for  the  growth  of  the  parasite  that  it  spread  very  readily  on 
currants  and  gooseberries  for  relatively  long  distances.  In  1915 
alone  twelve  distinct  new  outbreaks  occurred.  The  areas  infected 
vary  in  extent  from  only  a  few  ciurant  or  gooseberry  bushes  up  to 
a  single  area  of  some  400  or  500  square  miles.  Unless  very  energetic 
action  is  taken  to  control  the  disease  at  once,  it  will  shortly  become 
impossible  to  do  so. 

NEED  FOR  ADEQUATE  STATE  LAWS. 

As  above  indicated,  there  are  a  number  of  areas  where  this  disease 
has  spread  upon  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and  gooseberries.  It 
is  entirely  possible  to  stop  its  further  spread  by  the  mere  removal  of 
all  wild  and  cultivated  currants  and  gooseberries  within  the  infected 
areas.  The  actual  carrying  out  of  this  work  is  not  as  difficult  as  is 
much  of  the  work  which  is  being  done  in  the  effort  to  hinder  the 
spread  of  other  diseases  and  pests.  In  carrying  on  this  removal  of 
cmrants  and  gooseberries,  however,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
unanimous  action  be  taken  throughout  the  infected  areas.  Federal 
officers  have  no  power  to  destroy  private  property  in  any  State.  This 
power  is  given  solely  to  certain  State  officers,  usually  known  as  State 
horticultural  inspectors.  In  most  cases  these  State  officers  do  not 
have  power  sufficient  to  compel  unanimous  action  in  such  removal 
of  currants  and  gooseberries.  This  power  is  one  which  every  State 
should  give  to  her  proper  officer  at  once  if  this  work  is  to  be  efficiently 
done,  and  if  such  power  is  not  thus  given  this  serious  disease  of  white 
pines  is  certain  to  escape  beyond  any  possible  control  and  cause 
irreparable  damage. 
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Successful  feeding  of  dairy  cows  from  an  economic  standpoint  in- 
volves the  providing  of  an  abimdant  supply  of  palatable,  nutritious 
feed,  at  the  minimum  cost,  per  unit  of  feed,  and  supplying  it  to  the 
cow  in  such  way  as  to  secure  the  largest  production  for  feed  con- 
sumed. This  bulletin  will  attempt  to  give  some  factors  involved  in 
the  economical  selection  of  feeds  and  to  guide  the  producer  in  sup- 
plying them  to  the  cows. 

LIBERAL  FEEDING  NECESSARY  FOR  PROFIT. 

The  dairy  cow  has  been  likened  by  many  writers  to  a  machine  or 
a  manufacturing  plant.  This  comparison  can  be  applied  literally,  with 
certain  reservations.  A  certain  proportion  of  the  power  furnished 
any  machine  is  used  for  running  the  machine  itself  and  is  not  in  any 
sense  productive.  In  a  steam  engine  this  is  represented  in  the  ex- 
haust steam,  in  heat  which  escapes  without  producing  steam,  and 
in  the  friction  of  the  working  parts  of  the  engine.  In  the  manu- 
facturing plant  it  is  represented  by  the  managerial,  the  clerical,  and 

*  Rewritten  and  completed  by  Messrs.  Rabild  and  DavH  from  incomplete  manuscript  by- 
Mr.  Brainerd,  who  died  in  May,  1015. 
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sales  forces.  These  forces,  while  necessary  for  the  successful  oper- 
ation of  the  business,  are,  in  a  sense,  unproductive. 

In  the  feeding  of  the  dtiiry  cow  this  overhead  expense,  this  un- 
productive force,  is  termed  the  "maintenance  ration,"  and  is  that 
portion  of  the  feed  given  the  cow  which  is  used  by  her  to  perform 
her  own  functions,  such  as  heating  the  body,  pumping  the  blood,  di- 
gesting the  feed,  and  moving  the  body  from  place  to  place.  This 
feed,  from  a  productive  standj)oint,  is  entirely  lost  to  the  farmer. 
The  cow  can  produce  without  loss  of  body  weight  only  after  she 
has  exacted  this  toll  of  maintenance.  Having  received  feed  enough 
to  maintain  her,  practically  all  the  feed  she  consumes  above  this 
can  be  used  for  milk  production.  This  maintenance  ration  is  a  fixed 
charge,  and  the  more  feed  a  cow  can  consume  above  that  required 
for  maintenance  the  greater  the  amount  available  for  production. 

Feeding  for  profit  can,  therefore,  be  defined  as  liberal  feeding,  or 
feeding  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  cow.  This  point  is  illustrated  by 
Table  1.  (These  figures  are  only  approximate  but  will  serve  to 
illustrate  the  point.) 

Table  1. — Approximate  proportions  of  cow^  feed  required  for  maintenance  aad. 
available  for  milk  production. 


Cost  of 
Ffttion. 

Cost  of 
mainte- 
nance. 

Available 

for  milk 

production. 

Proportion 
of  ration 
available 

for  produc- 
tion. 

Cents. 
10 
15 
20 
25 

Cents. 
10 
10 
10 
IQ 

Cents. 

5 
10 
15 

One-third. 

One-half. 

Three-fifths. 

It  will  be  noted  in  Table  1  that  when  the  cow  is  fed  only  a  main- 
tenance ration  no  feed  is  available  for  milk  production;  when  she  is 
fed  twice  this  quantity,  half  the  feed  can  be  used  for  milk  produc- 
tion ;  when  she  is  fed  two  and  a  half  times  the  maintenance,  three- 
fifths  of  the  feed  can  be  so  used.  One  of  the  most  common  mistakes 
in  the  feeding  of  dairy  cattle  on  our  farms  is  that  the  good  cows  are 
not  fed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  feed  above  that  required  for  main- 
tenance. This  is  especially  true  of  the  highly  specialized  dairy  cow; 
that  is,  the  cow  which  when  fed  all  she  will  take  makes  it  all  into 
milk,  except  what  is  needed  for  maintenance.  It  is,  however,  unfor- 
tunately true  that  all  cows  in  the  dairies  of  the  country  are  not  this 
kind.  Some  cows  when  fresh  make  all  the  feed  above  maintenance 
into  milk  for  a  period  of  several  months  before  they  begin  to  lay  on 
flesh;  others,  if  fed  heavily,  begin  to  gain  in  weight  soon  after  fresh- 
ening. From  the  standpoint  of  economical  milk  production  one  can 
not  generally  aflPord  to  give  a  dairy  cow  more  than  she  will  consume 
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without  gaining  in  weight.  There  are  times,  however,  when  it  is 
desirable  to  make  exceptions  to  this  rule ;  for  example,  practically  all 
highly  specialized  milk  producers  in  the  early  part  of  the  lactation 
period  lose  in  weight;  that  is,  they  produce  milk  at  the  expense  of 
their  own  body  flesh.  When  such  cows  approach  the  end  of  their 
milking  period  they  normally  regain  the  flesh  they  have  lost  in  the 
early  part  of  this  period.  The  feeder  can,  therefore,  well  afford  to 
feed  such  cows  liberally,  being  assured  that  the  feed  will  be  returned 
to  him  in  the  form  of  milk  when  the  cows  again  freshen. 

SUMMER  FEEDING. 

The  problems  involved  in  winter  and  summer  feeding  are  so  differ- 
ent as  to  make  a  natural  division  between  the  two.  Summer  feeding 
ordinarily  consists  in  the  use  of  pastures  or  soiling  crops.  These 
may  be  supplemented  when  necessary  by  silage  or  other  roughage  or 
by  grain.  When  dry  feeds  alone  are  fed  in  the*  summer,  the  problems 
are  not  materially  different  from  winter  feeding. 

PASTURE. 

Pasture  is  the  natural  feed  for  dairy  cows,  and  in  many  respects 
the  best.  With  abundance  of  g6od  grasses  in  fresh,  succulent  condi- 
tion, we  have  one  of  the  rations  most  conducive  to  heavy  production. 
Even  with  the  very  best  of  pasture,  however,  a  cow  can  not  be  forced 
to  maximum  production  on  it  alone.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
for  the  greatest  production  she  must  be  induced  to  take  a  large 
amount  of  nutrients.  The  bulky  nature  of  pasture  grass  places  a 
positive  limit  ui>on  the  capacity  of  the  cow  to  take  feed.  In  other 
words,  the  cow's  stomach  can  not  contain  grass  enough  to  supply  the 
required  nutrients  for  maximum  milk  production ;  therefore,  a  part 
of  the  ration  should  be  of  a  more  concentrated  nature.  Good  pasture 
contains  an  abundant  supply  of  succulent,  palatable,  and  nutritious 
grasses.  On  such  pasture  it  should  be  possible  for  a  cow  to  satisfy 
her  appetite  with  a  few  hours'  grazing.  Pasture  of  this  kind  will 
supply  all  the  food  material  needed  for  medium  production  and  a 
large  part  of  that  necessary  for  large  production.  For  average  con- 
ditions, with  ample  pasture  of  good  grasses  or  legumes  in  good, 
succulent  condition,  good  producticm  can  be  secured.  The  economy 
of  the  use  of  pasture  depends  chiefly  upon  several  factors,  such  as 
the  price  of  land,  the  price  of  labor,  and  the  lay  of  the  land. 

PBICE    OF    LAND. 

The  price  of  land  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  cost  of  pasture  and 
is  an  important  factor  where  land  values  are  high.  If  pasture  is  to 
be  depended  upon  entirely  for  from  four  to  six  months  in  the  year, 
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and  production  is  to  be  kept  up  to  a  profitable  standard,  anywhere 
from  1  to  4  acres  or  more  must  be  provided  for  each  cow.  This  is 
assuming  that  in  permanent  pasture  there  is  a  good,  clean  turf,  with 
little  or  no  waste  places,  and  that  for  temporary  pasture  there  is  a 
good  stand  of  grass  or  legumes  throughout  Land  which  will  give 
these  conditions  frequently  sells  at  from  $50  to  $300  an  acre,  and 
the  interest  on  the  investment  must  necessarily  also  vary  widely,  as 
is  shown  in  Tables  2  and  3 : 

Tabi-e  2. — Interest  on  cost  of  pasture  per  cow  for  the  season;  interest  at  6  per 
cent  on  the  value  of  the  land,  allowing  from  l  to  4  acres  per  coto. 


Acres 

Value  of  Iftnd  per  acre. 

per 

cow. 

$25 

$50 

$100 

$150 

$200 

1 

$1.50 

$3.00 

$6.00 

$0.00 

$12.00 

U 

2.25 

4.50 

9.00 

13.50 

18.00 

2 

3.00 

0.00 

12.00 

18.00 

24.00 

^ 

3.75 

7.50 

15.00 

22.50 

30.00 

r 

4.50 

0.00 

18.00 

27.00 

36.00 

H 

5.25 

ia50 

21.00 

31.50 

42.00 

7 

6.00 

12.00 

24X)0 

36.00 

48.00 

Table  S.^^ost  of  pasture  per  cow  per  day  on  basis  of  Table  t,  with  a  pasiiut 

season  of  ISO  days. 


Acres. 

Value  of  land  per  acre. 

per 

cow. 

$25 

$50 

$100 

$130 

$200 

Centt. 

Cents. 

Cenu, 

Cents, 

Cents. 

1 

I 

2 

4 

6 

8 

H 

u 

3 

6 

0 

12 

2 

2 

4 

8 

12 

16 

2i 

2| 

5 

10 

15 

20 

3 

3 

6 

12 

18 

24 

3i 

3i 

7 

14 

21 

28 

4 

4 

8 

16 

24 

32 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  price  of  land  may  readily  become  so  high 
that  it  would  be  unprofitable  to  graze  it.  In  many  sections  of  the 
country  a  cow  can  be  fed  on  dry  feed  for  average  production  for 
about  20  cents  a  day.  Therefore,  when  the  daily  rental  or  interest 
on  the  value  of  pasture  approaches  that  sum  the  farmer  should  care- 
fully consider  other  methods  of  summer  feeding. 

The  cost  of  caring  for  permanent  pastures  must  also  be  taken  into 
consideration.  This  will  consist  in  the  expense  of  cutting  weeds, 
building  and  repairing  fences,  etc. 


PBICE  OF  LABOB. 


The  pasture  system  of  summer  feeding  reduces  to  the  mininium 
the  amount  of  labor  required  to  handle  a  given  number  of  cows,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  especially  adapted  to  conditions  where  labor  is  high. 
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LAY  OF  LAND  AND  B0UQHNE8S  OF  SURFACE. 

In  mountainous  or  hilly  sections  of  the  country  there  is  often  a 
part  of  the  farm  which,  on  account  of  steepness,  tendency  to  wash, 
or  the  presence  of  rock  formation  near  the  surface,  can  not  or  should 
not  be  plowed  frequently.  On  such  farms  it  is  often  best  to  plow 
only  the  bottoms,  keeping  the  uplands  in  permanent  pastures.  The 
dairyman  will  find  ready  application  of  the  pasture  system  for  sum- 
mer feeding  on  such  farms. 

PASTURE  WITH  SUPPLElfBNTS. 

GRAIN. 

As  has  been  said,  the  supplementing  of  pastures  with  grain  is  some- 
times advisable,  even  when  the  pastures  are  of  the  best.  In  many 
sections,  however,  pastures  are  never  of  the  best  kind,  and  in  no  sec- 
tions are  they  always  in  the  best  condition.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  the  conmiercial  dairyman  will  seldom  depend  upon  pasture  alone. 
Grain  should  be  fed  to  heavy-producing  cows  under  all  pasture  con- 
ditions. 

Prof.  C.  H.  Eckles,  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  suggests  the 
following-named  quantities  of  grain  with  abundant  pasture  for  vary- 
ing production : 

Jersey  cow  producing — 

20  pounds  of  mUk  daUy 8  pounds  of  grain. 

25  pounds  of  mUk  daily 4  pounds  of  grain. 

30  pounds  of  milk  daily— 6  pounds  of  grain. 

35  pounds  of  milk  dally 8  pounds  of  grain. 

40  pounds  of  milk  daily 10  pounds  of  grain. 

Holsteln-FrieRlnn  or  Ayrshire  cow  producing — 

25  pounds  of  milk  daily 8  pounds  of  grain. 

30  pounds  of  milk  dally 5  pounds  of  grain. 

S5  pounds  of  milk  dally 7  pounds  of  grain. 

40  pounds  of  milk  dally 9  pounds  of  grain. 

50  pounds  of  milk  daily 10  pounds  of  grain. 

While  this  is,  of  course,  an  arbitrary  rule  and  variations  should  be 
made  to  suit  different  conditions  and  individual  cows,  it  is  in  accord 
with  good  feeding  practice  and  probably  is  as  good  a  rule  of  its  kind 
as  has  been  formulated. 

For  cows  of  medium  production  it  is  usually  more  economical  to 
feed  silage  or  some  green  crop  rather  than  grain  for  supplementing 
short  pasturage.  In  supplementing  pasture  with  grain  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  percentage  of  protein  in  the  grain  ration 
need  not  be  the  same  as  for  winter  feeding.  Good  pasture  is  an 
approximately  balanced  ration.  The  grain  ration  to  be  fed  with 
pasture  grass  should,  therefore,  have  approximately  the  same  pro- 
portion of  protein  to  other  nutrients.    In  the  case  of  extra-heavy  pro- 
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ducers  the  percentage  of  protein  in  the  grain  mixture  should  be 
somewhat  greater. 

The  following-named  mixtures  are  suggested  for  supplementing 
pasture  without  other  roughage: 

Mixture  No.  1: 

Ground    oats 100  pounds 

Wheat   bran 100  pounds 

Com   meal 50  pounds 

Mixture  No.  2: 

Wheat  bran 100  pounds 

CJorn   meal 100  pounds 

Cottonseed  meal 25  pounds 

Mixture  No.  3: 

Corn-and-cob  meal 250poundsl  p^^  ^^^  digestible  protein,  15J5. 

Cottonseed    meal 100  pounds) 

Mixture  No.  4: 

Wheat  bran 100  pounds 

Gluten  feed SOpounils 

Corn  meal 50  pounds 


Per  cent  digestible  protein,  10.3. 


Per  cent  digestible  protein,  12.7. 


Per  cent  digestible  protein,  13.6i 


SOILING    CROPS. 


Pastures,  except  where  irrigation  is  practiced,  are  so  dependent 
upon  rainfall  that  there  is  practically  sure  to  be  some  period  each 
season  when  they  are  short.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  among  dairy- 
men that  if  a  cow,  for  lack  of  proper  feed,  falls  off  in  her  flow  of 
milk  for  any  period  of  time  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  bring  her 
back  to  a  full  flow  until  she  again  freshens.  To  carry  the  cows 
over  this  period  on  grain  alone  is  expensive ;  consequently,  the  sup- 
plementing of  pasture  with  soiling  crops  is  becoming  much  more 
common  and  is  growing  in  favor.  In  fact,  in  many  sections  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  keep  a  herd  in  maximum  production  through- 
out the  summer  without  furnishing  some  supplemental  feed.  Un- 
less an  abundance  of  pasture  is  available,  there  is  practically  sure 
to  be  a  shortage  toward  the  end  of  the  season.  Special  crops  can 
be  grown  for  these  shortages,  but  they  usually  involve  added  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience  compared  with  standard  farm  crops.  Sec- 
ond-growth red  clover,  oats,  peas,  or  alfalfa  are  excellent.  Com  is 
available  in  August  and  September.  These  crops  are  usually  a 
part  of  the  regular  cropping  system  of  a  well-conducted  dairy  farm. 

The  advantages  of  soiling  crops  as  a  supplement  to  pasture  are 
that  large  quantities  of  forage  can  be  grown  on  a  relatively  »nall 
area,  because  it  is  frequently  possible  to  harvest  more  than  one  crop 
in  a  season  on  land  used  for  soiling.  Another  advantage  is  the  pal- 
atability  and  succulence  possessed  by  such  crops.  With  their  use 
pasture  need  not  be  cropped  so  closely  and  less  feed  is  wasted  through 
tramping  by  the  cattle.    By  judicious  application  of  the  soiling  sys- 
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tern  it  is  often  possible  to  reduce  the  acreage  of  land  used  for  pas- 
ture, which  in  addition  to  the  saving  in  land  required  for  pasture 
faas  the  added  saving  in  the  cost  of  fencing.  Soiling  crops  usually 
are  fed  in  the  stable  where  the  manure  can  be  saved  for  application 
on  cultivated  fields. 

An  objection  which  can  be  urged  against  the  use  of  soiling  crops 
is  the  greater  amount  of  labor  required  and  the  difficulty  in  using 
this  labor  to  the  best  advantage.  Another  difficulty  is  to  plan  a  suc- 
cession of  special  crops  which  will  at  all  times  during  the  season  sup- 
ply an  abundant  supplementary  feed.  Even  with  the  best  arranged 
plan,  its  success  depends  very  largely  upon  weather  conditicms. 

THE  8UMMBS  SILO.^ 

Silage  has  found  a  wide  use  in  this  country  as  a  palatable,  suc- 
culent, and  economical  roughage  for  use  during  the  winter.  Many 
of  the  advantages  of  its  use  in  winter  apply  equally  well  in  sum- 
mer, and  there  are  additional  ones  that  apply  alone  to  the  latter 
season. 

The  use  of  a  summer  silo  is  particularly  applicable  on  high-priced 
land.  If  the  land  is  pastured  it  will  require  from  1  to  3  or  more 
acres  a  season  for  each  cow,  while  1  acre  of  corn  put  in  the  silo  will 
supply  succulent  roughage  for  several  cows  for  a  like  period.  It 
is  true  that  grain  will  be  necessary  in  addition  to  silage,  but  the 
great  problem  on  high-priced  land  is  to*  raise  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
i^Highage. 

As  has  previously  been  said,  soiling  crops  have  been  used  to  a 
great  extent  either  in  place  of  or  in  addition  to  pasture.  The  great- 
est disadvantage  in  their  use  is  that  much  labor  is  required.  In 
order  to*  use  these  crops  they  must  be  cut  and  hauled  from  day  to 
day.  This  work  is  expensive  because  only  small  areas  are  cut  at  one 
time,  thus  making  it  impracticable  to  use  the  harvesting  machinery 
of  the  farm  to  advantage  and  entailing  considerable  loss  of  time  in 
harnessing  and  unhitching  the  team.  .Considerable  inconvenience 
also  is  occasioned  by  the  fact  that  the  field  work  is  pressing  at  that 
season  of  the  year  and  both  man  and  horsepower  are  badly  needed 
in  the  fields.  Silage,  on  the  other  hand,  is  cut  at  one  operation  when 
the  work  in  the  field  is  not  pressing.  The  crop  ordinarily  grown  for 
silage  is  com,  which  is  a  part  of  the  regular  farm  rotation  and  con- 
sequently fits  in  well  with  the  regular  routine  of  work. 

With  a  silo  for  summer  feeding,  the  daiY-yman  always  has  an 
abundant  supply  of  feed  that  is  easily  handled.  By  using  silage  the 
necessity  of  cutting  and  hauling  the  supplementary  roughage  during 
rainy  weather  is  eliminated.     Another  advantage  as  compared  with 

1  See  Fanners'  Bulletin  No.  578.  "  The  Making  and  Feeding  of  Silage.'* 
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the  soiling  system  lies  in  the  fact  that  with  the  latter  it  is  often  neces- 
sary to  feed  a  portion  of  each  crop  after  it  has  matured  too  miich 
to  be  palatable,  and  probably  to.  start  on  the  succeeding  one  white  it 
is  still  a  little  too  green.  It  is  difficult  to  plan  exactly  so  as  to  pre- 
vent these  conditions.  With  silage,  however,  the  crop  can  be  cut 
at  the  best  stage  for  feeding  and  preserved  at  that  point. 

One  of  the  most  important  uses  of  silage  in  the  summer  is  as  a 
supplement  for  short  or  poor  pasture.  This  condition  frequently 
occurs  as  a  result  of  long-continued  dry  weather.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances even  the  most  carefully  planned  soiling  system  may  fail. 
It  is  then  that  the  greatest  value  of  the  summer  silo  is  realized,  for 
with  the  silo  full  of  well-matured  silage  grown  in  the  previous  season, 
an  abundant  supply  of  succulent  feed  for  the  cows  is  available,  re- 
gardless of  weather  conditions. 

When  it  is  not  necessary  to  use  the  silo  during  the  summer,  it  <3an 
be  sealed  up  and  the  silage  preserved  for  winter  use.  This  prevents 
any  waste  in  feed. 

One  point,  however,  must  be  kept  in  mind  in  planning  the  summer 
silo.*  This  is  the  diameter  of  the  silo  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
cows  to  be  fed  and  the  quantity  to  be  fed  to  each  cow.  Silage  enough 
must  be  fed  daily  to  prevent  excessive  surface  fermentation.  As  a 
general  rule,  a  cow  Under  summer  conditions  will  consume  about  20 
pounds  a  day.  On  this  basis  the  diameter  of  the  silo  in  reference  to 
the  number  of  cows  to  be  fed  in  summer  will  be  as  follows: 

20  cows 8  feet  in  diameter. 

30  cows 10  feet  in  diameter. 

40  cows 12  feet  in  diameter. 

Inasmuch  as  8  feet  is  about  the  minimum  diameter  of  a  silo  in  best 
practice,,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  summer  silo  for  supplementing  pas- 
ture has  its  best  application  in  herds  of  20  cows  or  more. 

WINTER  FEEDING. 

The  problems  involved  in  winter  feeding  are  usually  distinctly  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  summer  feeding.  Pasture  (or  green  feed),  usu- 
ally the  basis  of  summer  feeding,  is  not  available.  Broadly  speak- 
ing, there  are  two  factors  involved  in  this  problem,  first,  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  the  cow  and,  second,  to  suit  the  pocketbook.  Tlie  cow 
must  have  an  ample  supply  of  feed  of  a  palatable  nature,  and  this 
feed  must  be  supplied  at  a  price  which  will  permit  a  profit  on  the 
feeding  operation. 

Viewed  from  an  economic  standpoint,  there  are  some  fundamental 
considerations  which  should  first  receive  attention.  In  general  farm 
practice  it  is  advisable,  so  far  as  is  economical,  to  use  the  feeds  pro- 

>  Soe  Farmers*  Bulletin  No.  580,  "  Homemade  SlloB." 
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duced  on  the  farm.  Often  the  freight  rates  and  the  middleman's 
charges,  if  saved,  will  constitute  a  good  profit  for  the  feeder.  This 
is  especially  true  of  roughage.  Such  feeds  are  bulky  and  in  most 
cases  must  be  baled  at  a  considerable  cost ;  the  freight  rates  also  are 
much  greater  in  proportion  to  the  nutrients  contained  than  on  the 
grains. 

When  land  is  high  in  price  and  the  markets  for  dairy  products 
are  good,  it  is  often  impracticable  to  grow  all  the  feeds  on  the  farm. 
In  such  cases  arrangements  first  should  be  made  to  grow  the  rough- 
age, on  account  of  the  high  cost  of  transporting  these  feeds.  In 
most  cases  the  prime  object  of  the  farm  under  such  conditions  will  be 
to  supply  the  greatest  possible  quantity  of  roughage. 

It  is  a  difficult  problem  to  provide  a  system  of  winter  feeding  of 
roughage  which  will  make  the  best  use  of  home-grown  roughage  and 
at  the  same  time  insure  full  production.  Only  a  general  discussion 
of  the  problem  can  be  attempted. 

SILAGE. 

In  addition  to  containing  the  proper  nutrients  in  the  right  propor- 
tion, part  of  the  ration  should  be  of  a  succulent  nature.  It  is  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  keep  cows  in  full  production 
throughout  the  winter  without  some  succulent  feed.  There  are  two 
chief  sources  of  succulent  feed  for  winter  feeding — silage  and  roots. 
Of  these,  silage  is  in  almost  universal  use  by  commercial  dairymen. 
While  almost  any  green  crop  may  be  used  for  silage,  the  heavy  yields 
of  corn,  as  compared  with  other  crops,  and  its  comparative  ease  of 
handling,  together  with  its  keeping  qualities,  make  it  the  leading 
silage  crop.  Where  the  cost  of  land  and  the  prices  of  dairy  products 
are  high,  and  the  system  of  farming  of  necessity  is  intensive,  it  is 
questionable  whether  the  dairyman  should  consider  any  other  silage 

crop. 

moors. 

The  chief  function  of  roots  in  cattle  feeding  is  to  supply  a  succulent 
feed.  Under  general  farm  conditions  the  quantity  of  nutrients  grown 
per  acre  in  root  crops  is  small  in  comparison  to  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion. These  root  crops,  however,  can  be  preserved  during  the  winter 
equally  well  whether  large  or  small  quantities  are  fed  each  day,  and 
therefore  have  special  application  when  only  a  few  cows  are  to  be 
fed.  Of  the  different  root  crops,  mangel-wurzels  furnish  the  greatest 
yield  per  acre.  Other  kinds  of  beets  and  turnips  and  carrots  may  be 
used.  Turnips,  however,  should  be  fed  after  milking  rather  than 
before,  as  they  cause  a  bad  flavor  in  the  products  if  fed  immediately 
before  milking.    Carrots  impart  a  desirable  color  to  the  milk. 
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DBT  BOUGHAGE. 

The  best  kinds  of  dry  roughage  to  be  fed  to  the  dairy  cow,  in  con- 
nection with  com  silage  or  roots,  are  leguminous  hays,  such  as  alfalfa, 
red,  crimson,  or  alsike  clover  and  soy-bean  or  cowpea  hay.  While 
com  silage  is  an  excellent  feed,  it  is  not  a  balanced  one,  as  it  does 
not  contain  sufficient  protein  and  mineral  matter  to  meet  fully  the 
requirements  of  the  cow.  The  leguminous  hays,  in  addition  to  being 
very  palatable,  have  a  tendency  to  correct  this  deficiency.  They  are 
also  one  of  the  best  and  cheapest  sources  of  protein.  One  or  more  of 
these  hays  can  be  grown  on  any  farm,  and  in  addition  to  their  value 
for  feeding  purposes,  they  improve  the  soil  in  which  they  are  grown. 
Hay  from  Canada  field  peas,  sown  with  oats  to  prevent  the  peas  from 
lodging,  also  makes  an  excellent  roughage. 

Corn  stover,  coarse  hay,  etc.,  also  find  a  good  market  through  the 
dairy  cow.  This  class  of  roughage  is  low  in  protein,  however,  and 
when  it  is  used  the  grain  ration  must  be  richer  in  protein. 

No  positive  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  the  quantity  of  dry  rough- 
age that  should  be  fed,  but  about  6  to  12  pounds  a  day  for  each  cow, 
in  addition  to  silage,  will  be  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  most  cases. 
When  the  dry  roughage  is  of  poor  quality,  such  as  coarse,  weedy  hay 
or  a  poor  grade  of  cornstalks,  a  large  portion  can  often  be  given  to 
advantage,  allowing  the  cow  to  pick  out  the  best  and  using  the  re- 
jected part  for  bedding.  With  this  quantity  of  dry  roughage  the  cow 
will  take,  according  to  her  size,  from  25  to  50  pounds  of  silage.  This 
may  be  considered  as  a  guide  for  feeding  to  apply  when  the  roughage 
is  grown  on  the  farm.  When  everything  has  to  be  purchased,  it  is 
often  more  economical  to  limit  the  quantity  of  roughage  fed  and  in- 
crease the  grain  ration. 

BOUGHAGE  ALONE  TOO  BULKY  A  BATION. 

While  a  cow's  stomach  is  large  and  her  whole  digestive  system  is 
especially  designed  to  utilize  coarse  feeds,  there  is  a  limit  to  the  bulk 
that  she  can  take.  This  limit  is  below  the  quantity  of  roughage  that 
it  would  require  to  furnish  the  nutrients  she  must  have  for  maximum 
production;  that  is,  a  ration  may  contain  the  proper  proportions  of 
protein  and  carbohydrates  and  still  be  so  bulky  that  she  can  not 
handle  it.  She  therefore  should  have  some  grain  even  though  the 
roughage  in  itself  is  a  balanced  ration. 

IMPORTANCE  OP  A  BALANCED  RATION. 

It  is  probably  well  at  this  point  to  refer  briefly  to  the  composition 
of  feedstuffs  as  it  relates  to  economical  feeding  of  the  dairy  cow. 
The  cow  takes  into  her  digestive  system  feeds  which  she  utilizes  for 
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the  production  of  body  tissues,  heating  the  body,  performing  bodily 
functions,  such  as  digesting  feed,  moving  from  place  to  place,  and  for 
milk  production.  For  the  purposes  of  the  present  discussion,  it  is 
suflScient  to  say  that  the  constituents  or  compounds  and  the  relative 
quantities  necessary  for  these  oi>erations  have  been  determined;  that 
is,  we  know  that  milk  contains  protein  and  energy  or  heat-producing 
constituents,  the  protein  being  represented  by  the  casein  and  albumin 
and  the  energy  and  heat-producing  constituents  by  the  fat  and  sugar. 
In  addition  to  the  constituents  or  compounds  necessary  for  the  pro- 
duction of  milk,  she  also  must  have  the  constituents  necessary  for 
performing  the  other  fimctions  mentioned.  These,  for  convenience, 
have  been  classified  into  proteins,  carbohydrates,  and  fats.  Fats  per- 
form much  the  same  functions  as  carbohydrates  and  are  worth  for 
production  practically  two  and  one-fourth  times  as  much  per  pound 
as  carbohydrates,  and  in  the  balancing  of  a  ration  are  usually  classed 
with  them.  This  brings  us  to  a  definition  of  a  "  balanced  ration," 
which  is  a  ration  containing  these  various  nutrients  in  the  proportion 
the  cow  needs  them. 

The  economical  importance  of  a  balanced  ration  is  evident.  The 
cow  can  use  only  certain  elements  or  compounds  in  certain  propor- 
tions; consequently,  if  the  ration  supplies  an  excessive  amount  of  any 
one,  the  excess  is  liable  to  be  wasted.  Not  only  is  this  true,  but  as 
the  cow  has  to  assimilate  it  even  though  she  can  not  use  it,  her  capacity 
for  production  is  reduced. 

COST. 

In  making  a  ration,  cost  is  one  of  the  important  factors.  The 
best  practice  is  to  compound  a  grain  mixture  so  that  it  will  balance 
with  the  home-grown  roughage.  With  this  in  mind,  the  separate 
grains  should  be  selected  to  supply  the  necessary  nutrients  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost.  For  this,  not  only  the  price  per  hundred  pounds 
but  also  the  relative  cost  of  each  constituent,  especially  protein,  must 
be  considered.  For  example,  to  determine  the  cost  of  a  pound  of 
digestible  protein  in  a  given  feed  divide  the  price  of  100  pounds  by 
the  per  cent  of  digestible  protein  in  the  feed.  If  this  calculation  is 
made  for  several  feeds,  the  relative  cost  of  protein  in  each  will  be 
apparent.  Then  the  feeds  that  furnish  protein  at  the  least  cost  can 
be  selected.  The  same  can  be  done  to  determine  the  cost  of  the  carbo- 
hydrates and  fat,  which  are  the  heat-making  or  energy-producing 
pa  it  of  the  feed. 

BULK. 

A  certain  bulk  is  necessary  in  the  grain  mixture  to  obtain  the  best 
results.  When  heavy  feeds  are  used,  some  bulky  ones  should  be  in- 
cluded to  lighten  the  mixture,  since  it  is  probable  that  a  certain  degree 
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of  bulkiness  aids  digestion.     Seme  of  the  common  feeds  are  classified 
as  to  bulk  in  Table  4: 

Table  4. — Classification  of  common  feeds  as  to  bulkiness. 


Bulky. 

Medium. 

Heavy  or  compact. 

Alfalfa  meal. 
Corn-and-cob  meal. 
Braa  (wheat). 
Dried  brewers*  grains. 
Dried  distillers'  grains. 
Oats,  ground. 
Malt  sprouts. 
Dried  beet  pulp. 

Corn  meal  or  feed. 

Hominy. 

Gluten  feed. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Buckwheat  middlings. 

Cottonseed  meal. 
Linseed  meal. 
Coconut  meal. 
Peanut  meal. 
Gluten  meal. 
Wheat  middlings. 

PALATABILITT. 

Palatability  is  of  great  importance  in  successful  feeding.  The 
best  results  can  not  be  obtained  with  any  feed  which  is  not  well 
relished  by  the  cow;  consequently  any  unpalatable  feed  to  be  used 
should  be  mixed  with  those  that  are  appetizing. 

PHTSIOLOGICAL  EFFECT. 

In  making  the  grain  mixture  care  should  be  exercised  that  too 
large  a  quantity  of  either  constipating  or  laxative  feed  is  not  in- 
cluded. Cottonseed  meal,  for  example,  is  decidedly  constipating  and 
should  be  fed  with  laxative  grains  or  succulence,  such  as  silage  or 
roots.  For  ordinary  feeding  in  most  parts  of  the  United  States  not 
more  than  one-third  of  the  grain  should  be  cottonseed  meal.  In  some 
sections  larger  quantities  have  been  fed,  but  this  practice  is  not  to  be 
recommended.  On  the  other  hand,  linseed-oil  meal,  because  of  its 
distinctly  laxative  action,  should  not  be  fed  ordinarily  in  greater 
quantities  than  1^  pounds  a  day. 

NUTRITIVE  VALUE  OF  THE  GRAINS  AND  CONCENTRATES, 

As  a  general  rule,  the  energy  or  heat-producing  material  is  found 
chiefly  in  the  stem  and  leaves  of  the  plant  and  the  protein  is  largely 
in  the  seeds.  The  great  exception  is  in  the  case  of  legumes,  which 
have  larger  percentages  of  protein  throughout  the  plant  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  leaves.  It  should  be  noted,  therefore,  that  in  supply- 
ing grain  we  are  chiefly  concerned  with  the  protein  it  contains. 

Two  classes  of  feeds  are  used  for  making  up  the  grain  ration, 
namely,  grains  and  by-products  of  the  manufacturing  industries. 
The  grains  produced  on  the  farm  and  commonly  used  for  cattle  feed- 
ing are  com,  oats,  barley,  and  rye.  In  many  cases  the  demand  for 
these  grains  for  other  purposes  has  become  so  great  that  the  dairy- 
man can  not  afford  to  use  them;  consequently,  it  has  usually  been 
found  more  economical  to  use  the  by-products  of  the  manufacturing 
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industries.  The  following  are  among  the  most  common  of  these 
feeds:  Wheat  bran,  wheat  middlings,  linseed  meal,  cottonseed  meal, 
gluten  meal,  gluten  feed,  hominy  feed,  brewers'  grains,  malt  sprouts, 
distillers'  grains,  beet  pulp,  molasses,  buckwheat  middlings,  coconut 
meal,  peanut  meal. 

The  following  analyses*  represent  digestible  nutrients  in  100 
pounds.  The  fat  is  multiplied  by  2.25  and  added  to  the  carbohy- 
drates.    This  represents  the  energy  or  heat-making  part  of  the  feed. 

WHEAT  BKAN. 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  12.5  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  48.4 
per  cent. 

Bran  is  the  outside  coating  of  grains,  and  is  the  residue  or  by- 
product from  the  manufacture  of  flour.  Wheat  bran  may  be  derived 
from  winter  or  spring  wheat,  and  there  is  little  difference  in  its  com- 
position from  either  source. 

From  a  physiological  standpoint  wheat  bran  is  one  of  the  very 
best  feeds  for  cows.  It  is  slightly  laxative  in  nature,  and  generally 
tends  to  keep  the  cow's  digestive  system  in  good  condition.  The  price 
based  upon  its  protein  content  is  usually  so  high  that  most  com- 
mercial dairymen  combine  it  with  other  feeds  in  which  protein  costs 
less  per  pound.  Aside  from  the  value  of  the  nutrients  which  it  con- 
tains, it  has  a  special  value  in  a  feeding  mixture,  as  it  gives  bulk  and 
adds  to  the  palatability.  Wheat  bran  may  be  used  when  the  rest  of 
the  grain  ration  is  lacking  in  palatability  or  is  of  a  constipating 
nature.  It  is  especially  good  when  the  roughage  is  all  dry.  The  best 
grades  of  wheat  bran  are  of  light  weight,  with  large  flakes.  Some  of 
the  large  mills  put  the  sweepings  from  the  mill  into  the  bran ;  there- 
fore, it  is  usually  best  to  buy  the  highest  grade  of  bran,  provided  the 
mills  grading  it  are  reliable.  The  output  of  small  country  mills  is 
usually  of  excellent  quality.  Bran  contains  a  high  proportion  of 
phosphorus  and  potash  in  its  ash  content. 

WHEAT  MTODUNGS. 

Uifjestihle  nutrients, — Protein,  13.4  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  55.9  per 
rent. 

Standard  wheat  middlings  or  shorts  are  composed  of  the  finer  por- 
tions of  the  bran  together  with  the  coarser  portion  of  the  flour.  They 
are  not  quite  so  flaky  as  bran,  are  a  little  less  laxative,  and  contain  a 
somewhat  smaller  quantity  of  ash.  In  other  respects  they  may  be 
said  to  resemble  bran  closely.  This  feed  is  somewhat  pasty  when 
moist,  and  consequently  lacks  bulk. 

»  The  analyses  of  dl^rrstlble  protein,  carbohydrates,  and  fat  of  the  various  feeds  are  taken 
from  •*  Feeds  and  Feodlnp,"  by  Henry  and  Morrison. 
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LINSEED  MEAL. 

Digestible  nutrients, — Old  process :  Protein,  30.2  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and 
fat,  47.7  per  cent.  New  process:  Protein,  31.7  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and 
fat,  44.2  per  cent 

Linseed  meal  is  a  by-product  of  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil  from 
flaxseed,  and  is  produced  under  two  processes,  known  as  the  old  and 
the  new.  Linseed  meal  or  oil  meal  from  a  phy^ological  standpoint 
is  one  of  the  very  best  feeds.  It  is  laxative,  palatable,  and  a  very 
good  "conditioner,"  but,  like  wheat  bran,  its  price  is  usually  ex- 
cessive foi*  its  nutritive  value.  It  has,  however,  a  distinct  place  in  a 
mixture  in  supplying  protein  to  increase  the  palatability  and  improve 
the  physiological  effect.  It  is  very  heavy,  so  that  it  is  well  to  feed 
it  in  connection  with  a  bulky  feed.  It  is  especially  applicable  in  a 
mixture  to  be  fed  with  dry  roughage. 

COTTONSEED  MEAL  (CHOICE). 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  37  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  41.2  per 
cent 

Cottonseed  meal  is  the  richest  in  protein  of  all  the  c<Hnmon  cow 
feeds  on  the  market.  It  is  usually  the  cheapest  source  of  protein 
available,  but  it  does  not  have  the  best  physiological  effect  upon  the 
cow,  often  causing  digestive  troubles  if  fed  in  large  quantities  for 
long  periods.  At  first  it  is  advisable  to  start  with  1  to  2  pounds  a 
day,  gradually  increasing  the  quantity  if  no  bad  results  are  observed. 
In  some  herds  in  the  North  as  high  as  5  to  6  pounds  a  day  are  fed 
without  bad  results.  In  the  South  there  seems  to  be  no  limit  in 
this  direction. 

Cottonseed  meal  is  a  highly  concentrated  feed  and  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  fed  in  a  mixture  with  some  bulky  feed  like  bran.  It  can  be 
fed  to  better  advantage  when  the  roughage  contains  an  ample 
quantity  of  succulent  feed.  While  its  physiological  effect  in  the 
North  at  least  is  not  good  as  compared  with  most  other  cow  feeds, 
its  cheapness  and  the  fact  that  in  time  the  cows  seem  to  overcome  this 
tendency  to  digestive  trouble  from  it  are  rapidly  giving  it  great 
prominence  as  a  cheap  source  of  protein  for  dairy  cows. 

GLUTEN  MEAL  AND  GLUTEN  FEED. 

Digestible  nutrients. — Gluten  meal:  Protein,  30.2  per  cent;  carbohydrate^ 
and  fat,  53.8  per  cent.  Gluten  feed :  Protein,  21.6  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and 
fat,  59.1  per  cent. 

Gluten  meal  is  a  by-product  of  the  manufacture  of  starch  from 
corn.  The  basis  of  the  meal  is  the  germ  part  of  the  com  kernel. 
Gluten  feed  is  composed  of  the  gluten  meal  plus  a  certain  quantity 
of  corn  bran,  which  makes  it  lighter  than  the  meal.  Both  feeds  are 
fairly  palatable  and  are  usually  among  the  cheapest  sources  of  pro- 
tein. 
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DRIED  BREWERS'  GRAINS. 

Digestible  wUrients, — Protein,  21.5  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  44.2 
per  cent 

Dried  brewers'  grains  rank  with  wheat  bran  as  a  flaky,  bulky  feed. 
The  physiological  effect  is  nearly  if  not  quite  as  good  as  bran.  They 
differ  in  that  they  carry  a  somewhat  lar^r  percentage  of  protein 
than  bran.  Cows  sometimes  do  not  eat  these  grains  readily  at  first, 
but  soon  overcome  this  aversion. 

MALT  SPROUTS. 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  20.3  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat.  50.3 
per    cent. 

Malt  sprouts  are  loose  and  bulky  and  cows  usually  do  not  take 
them  readily  at  first.  The  chief  place  of  this  feed  is  with  other  feeds 
in  a  mixture.  Both  brewers'  grains  and  malt  sprouts  come  from 
barley  and  are  by-products  from  the  manufacture  of  beer. 

The  proprietary  feed  companies  control  at  the  present  time  a 
large  percentage  of  the  output  of  dried  grains  and  malt  sprouts  from 
the  larger  breweries  and  these  excellent  feeds  do  not  now  appear  un- 
mixed on  the  market  to  so  great  an  extent  as  they  did  a  few  years 
ago. 

HOBfINT  BfEAL.  FEED.  OR  CHOP. 

Digestible  nutrients, — Protein,  7  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  77.6  per  cent 

This  by-product  of  the  manufacture  of  hominy  consists  of  part  of 
the  starchy  portion  of  the  com  and  part  of  the  germ.  It  is  variously 
'  known,  as  the  heading  suggests,  as  hominy  meal,  feed,  or  chop.  In 
many  respects  it  resembles  com  and  is  a  good  substitute  for  it.  This 
feed  is  used  chiefly  to  furnish  the  energy  or  heat-making  part  of  the 
ration,  but  because  of  its  low  j)ercentage  of  protein  it  is  not  an 
economical  source  of  the  latter. 

DRIED  DISTILLERS'  GRAINS. 

Digestible  nutrients, — Corn  grains :  Protein,  22.4  per  cent ;  carboliydrates  and 
fat,  66.5  per  cent.  Rye  grains:  Protein,  13.6  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat, 
52.8  per  cent. 

These  grains  are  the  by-product  of  the  manufacture  of  alcohol  and 
distilled  liquors  from  corn  and  rye.  Both  kinds  are  rather  bulky 
and  usually  the  com  grains  are  among  the  cheapest  sources  of  protein. 
These  grains  are  not  particularly  palatable,  consequently  they  should 
be  used  with  other  feeds  in  the  grain  ration. 

DRIED  BEET  PULP. 

Digestible  nutrients.— Vrotein,  4.6  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  67  per 
cent. 

Dried  beet  pulp  is  a  by-product  from  the  manufacture  of  sugar 
from  the  beet.    As  a  source  of  protein  it  is  not  of  high  value,  and  the 
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farmer  should  recognize  this  fact  when  he  buys  it.  It  is  bulky,  how- 
ever, and  has  an  excellent  physiological  effect  upon  the  cow,  as  it 
aids  in  keeping  her  digestive  organs  in  good  condition.  AVhen  for 
any  reason  neither  silage  nor  roots  are  available  the  pulp  can  be 
soaked  for  about  12  hours  in  about  four  times  its  weight  of  water; 
it  then  constitutes  a  good  substitute  for  a  succulent  roughage.  Beet 
pulp  should  be  classed  as  a  carbohydrate  rather  than  as  a  protein 
feed. 

MOLASSES. 

Dijestible  nutrients, — Protein,  1  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  58.2  per 
cent. 

Molasses,  from  both  the  beet  and  cane  sugar  factories,  is  valuable 
as  a  source  of  energy  or  heat-making  material,  the  main  difference 
between  the  two  kinds  being  that  the  former  is  more  laxative  when 
fed  in  large  quantities.  When  fed  in  small  quantities,  molasses  adds 
materially  to  the  palatability  of  the  ration,  but  unless  it  is  very  low 
in  price  it  is  not  usually  an  economical  feed  for  dairy  cows. 

BUCKWHEAT  HTODLINGS. 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  24.6  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  52  per 
cent. 

This  floury  feed  is  composed  largely  of  that  part  of  the  buckwheat 
kernel  under  the  hull  together  with  some  of  the  coarsest  of  the  flour. 
It  is  rather  heavy  and  tends  to  produce  a  tallowy  butter  if  fed  in 
large  quantities.  In  certain  sections  it  is  one  of  the  cheap  sources  of 
protein.  Frequently  bran  and  chaff  are  added  to  the  middlings,  thus 
greatly  reducing  their  feeding  value. 

COCONUT  MEAL. 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  18.8  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  60.2 
per  cent. 

This  meal  is  the  ground  cake  resulting  from  the  manufacture  of 
coconut  oil.  It  is  a  rather  heavy  feed  which,  on  account  of  its  high 
oil  content,  tends  to  become  rancid  if  kept  for  long  periods  in  the 
summer.  If  it  is  possible  to  obtain  coconut  meal  at  a  reasonable 
price  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  ration. 

PEANUT  MEAL. 

Digestible  nutricnis. — Hulled  nuts:  Protein,  42.8  per  cent;  carbohydrates 
and  fat,  36.6  per  cent.  With  hulls :  Protein,  20.2  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and 
fat,  38.5  per  cent. 

This  meal  is  the  by-product  of  the  manufacture  of  peanut  oil  and 
varies  greatly  in  composition,  depending  upon  the  percentage  of 
hulls  it  contains.  It  is  an  excellent  dairy  feed  and  in  some  sections 
is  a  cheap  source  of  protein. 
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FARM  GRAINS. 

Some  of  the  more  common  gi-ains  that  are  grown  upon  the  farm 
will  be  describe'd  briefly  below. 

COEN. 

Disgcstihle  nutrients, — Corn  meal :  Protein,  6.9  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and 
fat,  76.9  per  cent.  Corn-and-cob  meal :  Protein,  6.1  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and 
lat,  72  per  cent. 

Com  is  probably  the  most  common  grain  grown  upon  the  farm 
and  is  well  adapted  to  be  part  of  the  ration  of  a  dairy  cow.  Corn 
is  palatable,  heavy,  and  one  of  the  best  and  cheapest  sources  of  the 
energy  or  heat-making  part  of  the  ration,  but,  on  account  of  its 
low  protein  content,  it  should  not  form  the  entire  grain  ration.  In 
order  to  lighten  up  this  grain,  the  cob  is  often  ground  with  the 
kernel,  the  resulting  meal  being  called  corn-and-cob  meal.  This 
feed  is  more  bulky  and  better  adapted  for  mixing  with  heavy  grains. 

OATS  (ground). 

Diffestible  nuinents. — Protein,  9.4  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  60.6  per 
cent. 

This  very  palatable  cereal  is  slightly  laxative  and  very  well 
adapted  for  feeding  dairy  cattle.  Owing  to  the  high  market  price 
of  oats,  it  is  usually  more  economical  to  sell  them  and  purchase  other 
feeds  which  furnish  nutrients  at  a  cheaper  price. 

BABLET  (GBOUND). 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  9  per  cent;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  70.4  per 
cent. 

This  is  a  palatable  feed  and  one  that  can  be  used  to  good  advantage 
as  a  source  of  carbohydrates  or  energy  material  for  dairy  cows  where 
its  price  is  moderate.  Like  com,  it  should  not  be  the  only  grain  in 
the  ration. 

BYE  (GBOUND). 

Digestible  nutrients. — Protein,  9.2  per  cent ;  carbohydrates  and  fat,  70.5  per 
cent 

This  grain  is  not  especially  palatable  and  should  not  be  used  in 
large  quantities,  as  it  tends  to  produce  a  hard,  tallowy  butter. 
Mixed  with  other  feeds,  it  is  often  a  valuable  addition  to  the  ration. 

ROUGHAGE. 

All  roughage  may  be  divided  for  convenience  into  two  general 
classes  -with  reference  to  its  content  of  protein.  In  the  first,  or  low- 
protein,  class  are  placed  com  silage,  com  stover,  timothy  hay,  millet 
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hay,  prairie  hay,  hays  from  the  common  grasses,  straws  of  the 
various  cereals,  and  cottonseed  hulls.  The  second,  or  high-protein, 
class  includes  the  various  legume  hays,  such  as  alfalfa,  the  clovers, 
cowpea,  soy  bean,  and  oat  and  pea.  Economy  in  feeding  demands 
that  grain  should  supplement  the  roughage,  consequently  the  grain 
mixtures  will  be  compounded  to  fit  the  class  to  which  the  roughage 
belongs. 

COMPOUNDING  A  GRAIN  MIXTURE. 

A  few  simple  rules  for  making  up  a  grain  mixture  are  given  briefly 
below : 

1.  Make  up  tl^  mixture  to  fit  the  roughage  available.  With  roughage  entirely 
of  the  low-protein  class  the  grain  should  contain  approximately  from  18  to  22 
per  cent  of  protein,  while  with  exclusively  high-protein  roughage  the  grain 
ration  need  contain  only  about  13  to  16  per  cent 

,  2.  Select  grains  that  will  furnish  the  various  constituents,  especially  protein, 
at  the  least  cost,  using  home-grown  grains  if  possible. 

3.  Be  sure  that  the  mixture  is  light  and  bulky. 

4.  The  mixture  should  be  palatable. 

5.  See  that  the  grain  has  the  proper  physiological  effect  upon  the  cow. 

All  these  suggestions  should  be  kept  in  mind  in  order  to  obtain  the 
best  possible  combination  of  grains.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
feeder  Table  5,  showing  the  digestible  protein  content  of  the  more 
common  grains  and  by-products  feeds,  is  given.  The  per  cent 
columns  are  arranged  in  6  per  cent  divisions. 

Table  5. — Approximate  digestible  protein  eontent  of  variot^s  grains  and 

by-products. 


Average  6  per  cent 
(2.5to  7.4  percent). 

Average  10  per  cent 
(7.5  to  12.4  per  cent). 

Average  1&  per  cent 
(12.5to  17.4  percent). 

Average  fO  per  cent 
(17.5  to  22.4  per  cent). 

Com  meal. 
Corn-and-cob  meal. 
Hominy  feed. 
Dried  b«»t  pulp. 

Wheat,  ground. 
Oats,  ground. 
Barley,  ground. 
Rye.  ground. 
Buckwheat,  ground. 
Sorghum  graiios,  ground. 

Wheat  bran. 
Wheat  middlings. 
Dried  distillers'  graias 
(rye). 

Gluten  feed. 

Malt  sprouts. 

Dried  brewers'  grains. 

Dried  distUlers'   grains 

(com). 
Coconut  meal. 
Peanut  meal  with  hulls. 
Cowpeas. 

Average  «6  per  cent 
(22.5  to  27.4  per  cent). 

Average  M  per  cent 
(27.5  to  32.4  per  cent). 

Average  S5  per  cent 
(32.5 to 37.4  percent). 

Average  40  per  cent 
(37.5  to  42.4  per  cent). 

Buckwheat  middlings. 

Gluten  meal. 

Linseed     meal     (both 

processes). 
Soybeans. 

Cottonseed  meal. 

Peanut     meal     (hulled 
nuts). 

The  per  cent  of  protein  in  a  grain  mixture  may  be  found  as 
follows:  Take  any  number  of  parts  of  any  number  of  feeds  in  the 
table,  and  for  each  part  put  down  the  per  cent  of  the  column  in 
which  it  is  found.  Add  these  numbers  and  divide  the  sum  by  the 
number  of  parts.    Examples : 
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1  part  wheat  brau 15 

1  part  cottonseed  meal 35 

1  part  gluten  feetl 20 


3)     70 


23.  3  per  cent  protein. 


3  parts  wheat  bran  (3X15) 45 

2  parts  cottonseed  meal  (2X35) 70 

1  part  gluten  feed  (1X20) 20 


6  6)   135 


22.  5  i)er  cent  protein. 

The  approximate  price  of  a  ration  per  pound  of  protein  may  be 
ascertained  as  follows:  Divide  the  total  price  of  the  mixture  by  the 
average  protein  content  as  derived  above.  The  mixture  costing  the 
smallest  price  per  pound  of  protein,  other  things  being  equal,  is  the 
most  economicaL  Unfortunately,  other  things  are  never  exactly 
equal,  for  the  physiological  effect  of  the  grain,  bulk,  and  palatability 
must  also  be  taken  into  consideration.  Practically  all  the  grain 
feeds  low  in  protein  are  rich  in  carbohydrates,  but,  as  already  stated, 
grains  are  purchased  primarily  for  their  protein  content,  as  almost 
invariably  the  carbohydrates  can  be  produced  more  cheaply  in  the 
form  of  com  silage,  cornstalks,  etc.  While  the  above-mentioned 
method  of  testing  the  economy  of  a  grain  ration  is  not  entirely 
accurate,  it  is  usually  a  safe  method  to  follow. 

SAMPLES  OF  GKAIN  MIXTURES  TO  BE  FED  WITH  VARIOUS  ROUGHAGES. 

WITH  LOW-PROTEIN  ROUGHAGES. 

The  following  grain  mixtures  are  adapted  to  be  fed  with  rough- 
ages of  the  low-protein  class,  such  as  com  silage,  com  stover,  timo- 
thy, prairie,  rowen,  or  millet  hays,  cottonseed  hulls,  etc. : 

Mixture  1. — ^Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  18.4 : 

500  pounds  corn  meal. 

400  pounds  dried  distillers*  grains  (corn). 

200  pounds  gluten  feed. 

300  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 
Mixture  2.— Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.8 : 

100  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 

200  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  3. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.8 : 

300  pounds  corn  meal. 

200  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  dried  distillers'  grains  (corn). 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


20  farmers'  bulletin  743. 

Mixture  4. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.8 : 

200  pounds  corn-and-cob  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 
Mixture  5. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  18.8 : 

200  i)ounds  corn  meal. 

150  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  jpounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  6. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  18.1 : 

200  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  oats,  ground. 

100  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 
Blixture  7. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.4 : 

400  pounds  com  meal. 

200  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

300  pounds  gluten  feed. 

400  pounds  dried  brewers*  grains. 
Mixture  8.— Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  18.3: 

200  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 

150  pounds  gluten  feed. 

200  pounds  dried  brewers'  grains. 
Mixture  9. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  18.4 : 

300  pounds  corn-and-cob  meal. 

2(X)  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 
Mixture  10. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.1 : 

200  pounds  corn-and-cob  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  pounds  buckwheat  middlings. 
Mixture  11. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  19.1: 

200  pounds  barley. 

200  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  alfalfa  meal. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 

WITH    HIGH-PROTEIN    BOUQHAQES. 

With  roughage  of  the  high-protein  class,  such  as  clover,  alfalfa, 
soy  beans,  cowpeas,  and  vetch  or  other  legume  hay,  the  following 
grain  mixtures  may  be'  used : 

Mixture  12. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  14.1 : 

400  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meaL 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  13. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  15.6 : 

400  pounds  corn  meal. 

200  pounds  gluten  feed. 

200  pounds  Unseed  meal  (old  process). 

100  pounds  oats,  ground. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  FEEDING   OF  DAIRY  COWS.  21 

Mixture  14. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  14.9 : 

200  pomnds  corn  meal. 

200  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  pounds  malt  sprouts. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  15. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.7: 

300  pounds  barley. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  alfalfa  meal. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  16. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  13.7 : 

100  pounds  barley. 

200  pounds  coconut  meal. 

100  pounds  oats,  ground. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  17. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  15.8: 

300  pounds  corn-and-cob  meal. 

200  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  18. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  15.5 : 

100  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  linseed  meal  (old  process). 

100  pounds  oats,  ground. 

WrrH    COMBINATION    OF  LOW    AND    HIGH    PROTEIN    BOUQHAQES. 

The  following  grain  mixtures  are  adapted  for  feeding  with  a 
combination  of  the  low  and  high  protein  classes  of  roughage,  such  as 
silage  and  clover,  or  other  legume  hay;  corn  stover  and  clover,  or 
other  legume  hay ;  mixed  hay,  or  oat-and-pea  hay,  etc. : 

Mixture  19. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.3 : 

400  pounds  corn  meal. 

300  pounds  dried  distillers*  grains  (corn). 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 

100  pounds  Unseed  meal  (old  process). 
Mixture  20. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.1 : 

300  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  Unseed  meal  (old  process). 

200  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  21. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.4 : 

400  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

200  pounds  dried  dLstUlers'  grains  (corn). 

100  pounds  gluten  feed. 
Mixture  22. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.7 : 

400  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

200  pounds  gluten  feed. 

200  pounds  dried  brewers'  grains. 
Mixture  23. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.4: 

200  pounds  corn-and-cob  meal. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 
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Mixture  24. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  16.7 : 

200  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  peanut  meal  (with  hulls). 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 
Mixture  25. — Per  cent  of  digestible  protein,  ie.4: 

100  pounds  corn  meal. 

100  pounds  oats,  ground. 

100  pounds  cottonseed  meal. 

100  pounds  wheat  bran. 

The  above-named  mixtures  which  contain  linseed  meal  are  par- 
ticularly adapted  for  use  when  no  succulence  is  in  the  ration. 

QUANTITIES  OF  ROUGHAGE  AND  GRAIN  TO  FEED. 

In  this  connection  the  general  principles  brought  out  earlier  in 
the  discussion  should  always  be  kept  in  mind,  namely,  that  eco- 
nomical feeding  demands  that  the  cows  be  fed  to  full  capacity.  To 
do  this  and  to  have  the  best  effect  on  the  individual  cow  requires  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  feeds  and  of  cows.  To  give  a  few  prac- 
tical rules  to  guide  the  beginner  in  obtaining  this  knowledge  is  all 
that  has  been  attempted  in  this  publication.  Rules  of  this  nature 
in  reference  to  the  quantities  to  feed  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

1.  Under  rnjost  circumstances  the  cow  should  he  fed  aU  the  rough- 
age that  she  will  eat  up  clean,  adjusting  the  grain  ration  to  the 
milk  production.  Only  when  the  cow  tends  to  become  overfat  should 
the  quantity  of  roughouge  he  restricted. 

2.  A  grain  rnixture  shovZd  he  fed  in  the  proportion  of  1  pound  to 
each  3  pints  or  povmds  of  milk  produced  daily  hy  the  cow^  except  in 
the  case  of  a  cow  producing  a  flow  of  Ifi  pawnds  or  more,  when  the 
ration  can  he  1  pound  to  ea>ch  3^  or  4  pounds  of  mUk.  An  even  het- 
ter  rule  is  1  pound  of  grain  each  day  for  every  pound  of  hutter  faJt 
produced  during  the  week  hy  the  oow. 

3.  Feed  all  the  cow  wUl  respond  to  in  milk  production.  When  she 
hegins  to  put  on  flesh,  cut  down  the  grain. 

INDIVIDUAL  FEEDING. 

Different  cows  have  different  capacities  for  converting  feed  into 
milk.  For  this  reason  the  above-mentioned  rules  can  serve  only  as 
indicators  for  the  inexperienced  feeder.  No  man  who  has  not  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  wide  variation  in  individual  cows  will  be  fully 
successful  as  a  feeder.  Some  cows  may  have  natural  capacity  for 
producing  large  quantities  of  milk,  and  may  not  receive  feed  enough 
for  maximum  production.  By  increasing  the  feed  of  the  highest- 
producing  cows  and  carefully  consulting  the  milk  sheets  on  which 
each  cow's  daily  production  is  recorded,  the  skillful  feeder  will  soon 
find  that  some  cows  in  the  herd  will  respond  to  the  increased  allow- 
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ance  and  return  a  good  profit  on  the  additional  feed  given.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  cows  that  have  a  limited  capacity  for  milk  pro- 
duction and  are  very  liable  to  be  overfed.  By  carefully  studying 
each  individual  cow  the  feeder  will  soon  ascertain  the  point  beyond 
which  any  addition  to  the  grain  ration  becomes  unprofitable. 

WATER  FOR  COWS. 

All  animals  require  plenty  of  good,  pure  water.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  milking  cow,  as  water  constitutes  more  than  three- fourths 
of  the  total  volume  of  milk.  The  water  supply,  therefore,  demands 
the  dairyman's  most  careful  attention.  Stale  or  impure  water  is 
distasteful  to  the  cow  and  she  will  not  drink  enough  for  maximum 
milk  production.  Such  water  may  also  carry  disease  germs  which 
might  make  the  milk  unsafe  for  human  consumption  or  be  dangerous 
to  the  cow  herself.  During  the  winter,  when  cows  are  stabled  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  they  should  be  watered  two  or  three  times 
a  day  unless  arrangements  have  been  made  to  keep  water  before  them 
at  all  times.  The  water  should,  if  possible,  be  15°  or  20°  above  the 
freezing  point,  and  should  be  supplied  at  practically  the  same  tem- 
perature every  day.  When  water  well  above  freezing  temperature 
is  stored  in  tanks  and  piped  directly  to  the  cow,  there  is  probably 
little  occasion  for  facilities  to  warm  it.  When  it  stands  in  a  tank 
on  which  ice  often  forms,  it  usually  pays  well  to  warm  it  slightly. 
This  can  be  done  by  a  tank  heater,  by  live  steam,  or  by  hot  water 
from  a  boiler.  If  a  boiler  is  used  for  running  a  separator  or  for 
heating  water  to  wash  and  sterilize  utensils,  steam  from  it  can  readily 
and  cheaply  be  used  to  warm  the  water. 

SALT. 

Salt  is  required  by  all  animals.  The  dairy  cow  requires  an  ounce 
or  more  a  day,  and  while  she  should  be  given  all  she  needs,  she  should 
not  be  forced  to  take  more  than  she  wants.  It  is  best,  therefore,  to 
give  only  a  small  quantity  on  the  feed,  and  to  place  rock  salt  in 
boxes  in  the  yard  where  she  can  lick  it  at  will. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  amount  of  wood  used  on  the  farms  of  the  country  end  exposed 
to  decay  is  very  great.  The  total  is  difficult  to  estimate,  but  it 
undoubtedly  amounts  to  several  billion  foot.  This  wood  is  used  in 
various  forms,  such  as  fence  posts,  building  foundations,  windmill 
frames,  shingles,  telephone  poles,  silos,  etc.  For  such  uses  durability 
is  usually  the  chief  requisite. 

Some  woods  resist  decay  more  than  others.  A  post  of  one  kind 
of  wood  may  last  10  years  or  more,  while  one  of  another  kind  may 
last  only  two  years  under  the  same  conditions.  There  is  also  a 
great  difference  in  the  durability  of  wood  of  the  same  species  under 
different  conditions.  In  a  very  wet  or  a  very  dry  situation  a  post 
will  last  longer  than  in  a  situation  where  the  ground  is  simply  damp. 
It  will  last  better  in  a  compact  clayey  soil  than  in  a  loose  sandy  soil. 
A  warm,  moist  climate  is  more  favorable  to  decay  than  a  dry  one, 
or  one  that  has  long,  cold  winters. 

Naturally  durable  woods  are  continually  growing  scarcer  and 
higher  priced  in  most  localities,  and  less  durable  woods  must  be  used 
in  their  stead.     Many  of  these  woods   in   their   natural   condition 

NoTE.^This  bulletin  is  of  value  to  all  who  are  interested  in  prolonging  the  life  of  building  tlml)ers.  poles, 
and  posts,  especially  on  farms  at  a  distance  from  preservaiive  works. 
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will  last  only  two  or  three  years  in  situations  favorable  to  decay. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  therefore,  that  any  reasonably  cheap  method 

of  increasing  their  life  will  effect  a  material  saving  to  the  user. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Forest  Service  has  been  conducting 

lexperiments  on  the  preservative  treatment  of  fence  posts,  poles,  and 

other  forms  of  timber  exposed  to  decay.    These  experiments  have 

been  made  in  cooperation  with  agricultural  experiment  stations, 

farmers,  and  various  companies,  and  also  upon  the  National  Forests. 

They  have  proved  conclusively,  that  when  a  suitable  preservative 

treatment  is  given  the  resistance  of  wood  to  decay  can  be  very 

much  increased. 

.  /  DECAY.   ,  ,  •: 

Decay  is  not  due  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  soil  or  to  the  fer- 
mentation of  the  sap,  but  is  the  result  of  the  action  of  certain  low 
forms  of  plant  life  called  fungi.  These  consist,  for  the  most  part, 
of  very  fine  thread-Uke  filaments,  collectively  called  mycelium, 
which  penetrate  the  wood  in  all  directions.  Certain  substances  in 
the  wood  constitute  the  food  of  the  fungi.  As  these  substances  are 
dissolved  the  structure  is  broken  down,  until  the  wood  reaches  the 
condition  conunonly  known  as  rotten. 

The  myceliimi  usually  grows  out  to  the  surface  to  form  compact 
masses  called  fruiting  bodies.  Since  there  are  many  kinds  of  fungi, 
there  are  many  kinds  of  fruiting  bodies.  The  various  forms  of 
''toadstools,"  "punks,"  "brackets,"  or  "dog  ears,"  which  are  so 
frequently  found  growing  on  trees  and  deadwood,  are  examples  of 
these  (see  figs.  1  to  4).  Their  presence  generally  means  that  decay 
has  made  considerable  progress  in  the  wood.  The  function  of  all 
fruiting  bodies  is  to  produce  spores,  which  are  to  the  fimgus  what 
seeds  are  to  higher  plants.  I^Gllions  of  spores  may  be  produced  by  a 
single  fruiting  body,  and  they  are  so  small  that  they  are  able  to 
float  long  distances  in  the  air.  When  a  spore  drops  into  a  crack  in 
a  piece  of  wood  and  conditions  are  favorable,  it  germinates  and  the 
fungus  begins  its  destructive  action. 

Another  way  in  which  decay  spreads  is  by  the  myceliimi  growing 
from  one  piece  of  wood  to  another.  When  a  piece  of  decaying  wood 
is  in  contact  with  a  soimd  piece  the  latter  may  rapidly  become 
infected  in  this  way  and  be  ruined. 

The  fomr  requirements  for  the  growth  of  fungi  are  moisture,  air, 
a  favorable  temperature,  and  food. 

A  damp  condition  of  the  wood  is  probably  the  most  favorable 
to  decay.  Wood  can  be  either  so  wet  or  so  dry  that  the  fungi  can 
not  live  in  it.  When  submerged  in  water  it  has  been  known  to  last 
himdreds  of  years,  and  in  perfectly  dry  situations  it  Will  often  last 
indefinitely.  Wood  in  contact  wiUx  damp  ground. usually  contains 
the  right  amoimt  of  moistxure  for  the  development  of  decay.  Also, 
where  timber  is  in  contact  with  wood  or  other  material,  water  fre- 
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quendy  collects  in  the  joints  and  keeps  the  wood  moist  for  long 
periods  of  time,  thus  favoring  decay  at  theee  points.  Familiar 
examples  of  this  are  decay  in  the  tops  of  posts  in  board  fences  (see 
fig.  6),  in  the  joints  of  various  kinds  of  buildingis  (see  fig.  6),  in  porch 
cohmms,  in  sills  resting  on  wood  or  stone  piers,  and  in  lumber  piles. 


Fig.  1.— Fruitin.?  biJy  tf  fungus,  Lentiniu  lecomtd. 

There  are  very  few  places  where  the  fungus  can  not  get  air  enough 
for  its  needs.  When  wood  is  buried  deep  in  the  ground,  especially  in 
compact  or  clayey  soil,  it  tends  to  become  saturated  with  moisture, 
so  that  decay  is  prevented ;  but  within  2  or  3  feet  of  the  surface  of  the 
ground  there  is  usually  enough  air  for  the  growth  of  the  fungus. 
Conditions  are  most  favorable,  of  course,  just  at  the  surface  of  the 
ground;  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  point  of  greatest  decay  in  a 
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fence  post  is  usually  near  the  ground  line.  Above  the  ground  line 
moisture  conditions  are  usually  unfavorable,  and  below  the  ground 
line  the  air  supply  is  less  favorable  for  the  development  of  decay. 
In  loose  or  sandy  soils,  however,  which  imder  good  drainage  contain 

more  air  than  compact  soils, 
decay  may  extend  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  post. 

Wood-destroying  fimgi  can 
not  grow  at  very  high  or  very 
low  temperatures;  but  there 
are  few,  if  any,  climates  in 
which  the  temperature  during 
at  least  part  of  the  year  is  not 
favorable  to  their  growth. 

The  wood  itself  supplies 
the  fourth  requirement  of 
the  fungi,  which  is  food.  In 
order  to  prevent  decay,  it 
is  necessary  to  deprive  the 
fungus  of  one  or  more  of 
these  foiu"  requirements.  It 
is  out  of  the  question  in 
ordinary  situations  to  de- 
prive it  of  air  and  warmth ; 
and  though  moisture  can 
sometimes  be  eluninated  to 
a  certain  extent,  this  can 
not  be  done  when  the  wood 
is  exposed  to  the  weather. 
In  general,  therefore,  the 
most  effective  method  of 
preventing  decay  is  to  poison 
the  food  supply;  and  upon 
this  principle  is  based  the 
use  of  most  successful  wood 

Fio.  2.— Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  Poria  sp.  , . 

preservatives. 

PROLONGING  THE  LIFE  OF  POSTS  WITHOUT  THE  USE  OF  PRESERVA- 
TIVES. 

PEELING. 

Posts  which  are  to  be  set  without  preservative  treatment  should 
always  be  peeled.  The  presence  of  loose  bark  allows  moisture  to 
collect,  and  thus  makes  conditions  favorable  to  decay.  It  also  har- 
bors wood-boring  insects,  which,  by  boring  tunnels,  may  both  seri- 
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ously  weaken  the  post  and  make  conditions  more  favorable  for 
rapid  decay  by  affording  easy  access  to  fmigi. 

SEASONING. 

The  general  impression  has  been  that  seasoning  wood  makes  it 
more  durable.  In  a  number  of  experiments  made  by  the  Forest 
Service  on  poles  and  ties,  however,  green  wood  has  been  found  as 
durable  as  seasoned  wood.    It  is  questionable,  therefore,  if  it  pays 


Fig.  3.— Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  Polyporus  te'.ulinus. 

to  season  posts  simply  to  increase  their  durabihty.  If  the  posts  are 
to  be  used  in  moist  locations,  the  seasoned  wood  can  quickly  take  up 
moisture  and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  reach  the  condition  of 
green  wood.  In  any  case,  the  seasoned  posts  will  in  time  reach 
approximately  the  same  condition  as  unseasoned  posts  under  the 
same  conditions. 

In  order  to  be  of  any  value  seasoning  must  be  properly  done,  and 
the  posts  must  not  be  held  so  long  that  decay  begins  before  they  are 

Digitized  by  \^\J\JWl\^ 


6  FABMEES^  BULLETIN   744. 

set.  The  instructions  for  seasoning  given  on  pages  11  to*  12  should 
be  followed.  Posts  should  never  be  left  close  piled  for  any  length 
of  time. 

CHABRING. 

In  some  cases  charring  has  appeared  to  give  good  results;  in  others, 
however,  it  has  failed  to  give  any  appreciable  protection,  and  it  can 
not  be  reUed  upon, 

STONES. 

Piling  stones  around  the  base  of  the  post  has  sometimes  been 
resorted  to.    This  tends  to  keep  back  the  weeds  and  allow  the  air  to 


Fig.  4.— Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  Fomu  pinicola, 

circulate  freely  around  the  post.  In  some  climates,  however,  where 
the  ground  is  wet  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  the  use 
of  stones  in  this  way  has  seemed  to  favor  decay  rather  than  retard 
it,  because  the  post  is  allowed  to  dry  out  partially  between  wet 
spells.     It  would  be  better  to  keep  it  constantly  wet. 

In  dry  sandy  regions  posts  are  sometimes  very  badly  cut  by  drift- 
ing sand  being  blown  against  the  wood.  This  effect  is  sometimes 
called  "burning. "  Piling  stones  around  such  posts  woidd,  no  doubt, 
be  effective  in  preventing  the  sand-cutting.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
if  results  obtained  by  the  use  of  stones  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pre- 
venting decay  will  justify  the  labor  involved. 
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SETTING  IN  CONCRETE. 

Setting  posts  in  concrete  may  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  some  cases 
If  moisture  should  reach  the  post,  however,  it  may  be  held  there  b} 
the  concrete  and 
cause  Becay  to 
proceed  more 
rapidly.  This  is 
an  expensive 
method  of  setting 
posts  and  can  not 
be  depended  upob 
to  prevent  decay. 

PROLONGING  THE 
LIFE  OF  POSTS 
BY  MEANS  OF 
PRESERVATIVES. 

REQUIREMENTS  OP 
PRESERVATIVBS. 

There  are  five 
chief  require- 
ments for  a  pre- 
servative for  gen- 
eral 1^.  Itshould 
be  reasonably 
cheap,  should 
penetrate  wood 
readily,  should 
not  be  Corrosive 
tojxietal,  should 
not  evaporate  or 
waSh  out  oiP  the 
wood  .easily,  and 
should  be  poison- 
ous tbfujigi.  For 
special  pur- 
posed there  are,  of 
course,  additional 

reauireinentS.  ^'^'  ^-—^^cay  ^  ^OP  ol  fence  post  and  adjacent  stringers  due  to  collectic 

'  of  moisture. 

VALUE  OF  VARIOUS  PRESERVATIVES. 

COAL-TAR  CREOSOTE. 

Coal-tar  creosote,  which  is  a  brownish-black  heavy  oil,  practically 
insoluble  in  water,  is  in  general  use  for  preserving  fence  posts  anc 
other  farm  timbers.     Satisfactory  penetrations  of  many  species  o; 
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wood  can  be  secured  with  it,  and  excellent  results  have  been  obtained 
by  its  use.  It  is  considered  one  of  tl>e  most  efficient  preservatives 
against  decay  so  far  developed  for  farm  timbers  exposed  to  the 


1 1  J.  6.— Decay  In  braces  at  a  joint  where  moisture  has  collected. 

weather.    It  may  also  be  used  for  inside  work  wherever  its  color, 
odor,  and  other  properties  are  not  objectionable. 

Coal-tar  creosotes  vary  considerably  in  quality;  but  satisfactory 
results  may  be  obtained  from  any  good  grade,  provided  a  sufficient 
amount  is  put  into  the  wood  and  a  good  penetration  is  secured. 
Creosotes  contauiing  a  high  percentage  of  oils  which  boil  at  a  low 
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temperature  are  not  so  suitable  for  use  on  the  farm  as  those  which 
contain  a  lower  percentage  of  these  oils,  because  a  considerable  por- 
tion may  evaporate  and  be  lost  during  treatment.  In  some  cases  as 
much  as  one-fifth  of  the  oil  used  has  been  lost  in  this  way.  This  loss 
of  oil  by  evaporation  may  be  largely  offset,  however,  by  the  lower 
price  at  which  the  low-boiling  creosotes  may  usually  be  obtained. 
The  increase  in  price  which  can  bo  economically  paid  for  the  higher- 
boiling  creosotes  will  in  general  not  be  more  than  from  25  t-o  35  per 
cent.  Generally y  when  a  considerable  amount  of  creosote  is  to  be 
used,  it  is  purchased  under  specifications.  If  required,  further 
information  on  this  point  can  be  obtained  from  the  Forest  Products 
Laboratory,  Madison,  Wis. 

CARBOLINEUMS. 

Carbolineums  are  proprietary  preservatives  similar  in  appearance 
and  preservative  qualities  to  coal-tar  creosote,  but  usually  higher  in 
price.  In  service  tests  made  by  the  Forest  Service  on  brush-treated 
telephone  poles  they  have  given  about  the  same  increase  in  durability 
as  coal-tar  creosote. 

••  WOOD-TAR  CREOSOTES. 

But  little  reliable  data  upon  the  effectiveness  of  wood-tar  creosotes 
is  available,  and  until  satisfactory  service  tests  are  completed  no 
definite  recommendation  can  be  made.  It  is  likely,  however,  that 
good  results  wiU  be  obtained  if  the  wood  creosote  is  of  a  high  grade. 

WATER-GAS-TAR  CREOSOTE. 

Water-gas-tar  creosote  is  an  oil  similar  in  many  ways  to  coal-tar 
creosote,  but  its  value  as  a  fence-post  preservative  has  not  been  fully 
established.  It  is  possible  that  good  results  would  be  obtained  from 
its  use  in  open-tank  work. 

ZINC   CHLORIDE. 

Zinc  chloride  is  a  toxic  preservative  that  gives  good  results  when 
properly  applied  and  used  under  the  right  conditions.  It  is  sold  in 
solid  form  or  in  a  50  per  cent  solution,  and  is  injected  into  the  wood 
in  a  solution  of  from  2  to  5  per  cent  in  water.  It  is  much  cheaper 
than  coal-tar  creosote.  On  accoxmt  of  its  solubility  in  water,  how- 
ever, it  is  washed  out  of  wood  in  time  by  the  rain  or  ground  water, 
which  is  the  chief  objection  to  its  use. 

In  general,  zinc  chloride  is  not  considered  as  satisfactory  for  farm 
timbers  as  coal-tar  creosote,  but  there  may  be  cases  where  its  use 
is  advisable.  For  wood  to  be  used  indoors  it  may  in  some  cases  be 
satisfactory  where  creosote  would  be  objectionable  on  account  of  its 
odor,  color,  etc.  It  is  not  recommended,  however,  for  use  by  the 
bnish  method. 
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Tar  is  not  a  good  preservative  for  farm  use;  and,  in  general,  good 
rasults  have  not  bten  obtained  with  it  when  applied  by  methods  that 
are  practicable  on  the  farm.  Its  chief  defect  is  that  it  does  not 
penetrate  the  wood  readily.  Coal-tar  and  water-gas  tar  are  also  much 
less  poisonous  to  the  organisms  which  cause  decay  than  is  coal-tar 
creosote. 

CRUDE  OtL. 

Crude  oil  is  not  sufficiently  poisonous  for  a  wood  preservative. 
If  the  wood  can  be  thoroughly  saturated  with  it,  water  may  be  kept 
out  and  decay  prevented;  but  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  get  enough  oil  into  most  woods  by  processes  which  are  practicable 
on  the  farm.  For  treating  by  the  bnish  method  crude  oil  is  entirely 
unsatisfactory. 

PAINT,  LIN8BED  OIL,  WHITEWASH. 

Good  results  can  not,  in  general,  bo  expected  from  paint,  linseed 
oil,  or  whitewash  when  used  on  fence  posts  or  other  timbers  in  con- 
tact with  the  ground.  They  do  not  penetrate  the  wood  deeply,  and 
the  only  way  they  can  prevent  decay  is  by  preventing  the  entrance 
of  fungi  or  moisture  into  the  wood.  Furthermore,  the  wood  is 
seldom  painted  on  all  sides;  so  it  is  usually  possible  for  fungus  to 
enter  through  an  unpainted  part.  Whenever,  the  painted  film  cracks 
or  peels  off,  decay  can  also  enter.  It  is  quile  common  to  see  wood 
decaying  beneath  a  coat  of  paint.  (See  figs.  5  and  7).  If  the 
wood  were  saturated  with  Unseed  oil  it  might  prevent  decay  by 
keeping  out  the  water;  but  this  would  be  difficult  to  accomplish  as 
well  as  being  too  expensive. 

CEMENT  COATINGS. 

Posts  have  sometimes  been  dipped  in  thin  cement  and  allowed  to 
dry,  leaving  a  coat  of  cement  over  the  surface  of  the  wood.  Such  a 
coating  wiU  not  keep  out  water  and  is  easily  cracked  or  broken  off. 
Good  results  can  not  be  expected  from  this  treatment. 

PREPARATION  OP  TIMBER  POR  TREATBfENT. 

Only  sound  wood  is  fit  for  treatment.  If  decay  has  made  a  start, 
it  is  not  always  entirely  stopped  by  the  treatment,  but  may  continue 
beneath  the  treated  wood  until  the  interior  of  the  post  is  destroyed. 
The  first  thing  to  consider,  then,  is  the  selection  and  preparation  of 
the  timber. 

PEELING. 

All  timber  should  be  peeled  and  thoroughly  seasoned  before  the 
preservative  is  applied.  In  peeling  posts  of  pine,  cedar,  and  other 
coniferous  woods,  care  should  be  taken  to  remove  the  thin  inner 
bark  from  the  part  of  the  post  that  is  to  be  treated.  Even  small 
patches  of  this  bark  often  prevent  penetration  by  the  preservative. 
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(Sec  fig.  8.)  When  the  bark  drops  off,  a  patch  of  untreated  or 
poorly  treated  wood  is  exposed,  and  the  opportunity  is  offered  for 
decay  to  enter.  The  effectiveness  of  the  treatment  depends  on 
maintaining  an  unbroken  area  of  treated  wood  entirely  around  the 
post.  In  some  of  the  hardwoods  strips  of  bark  do  not  retard  penetra- 
tion so  seriously. 

BBVSLINO  TOPS. 

Beveling  the  tops  of  posts  to  a  sharp  edge,  so  that  snow  and  water 
can  readily  drain  off,  is  held  by  some  to  increase  the  durability  of  the 
tops.  Theoretically  this  is  a  good  practice,  but  there  seems  to  be 
little  definite  proof  that  it  results  in  an  appreciable  increase  in  dura 
biUty. 

SBABONING. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  best  absorption  and  penetration  of  preserva- 
tive the  posts  must  be  seasoned.  The  water  and  sap  must  come  out 
of  the  wood  to  make  room  for  the  preservative  to  go  in.  Further- 
more, wood  treatod  green  is  likely  to  cheek  open  after  treatment, 
exposing  untreated  wood.  Seasoned  wood  which  has  been  wet  by 
recent  rains  is  not  in  good  condition  to  treat. 

Tlie  best  place  for  rapid  seasoning  is  an  exposed  location  on  high 
ground.  On  damp  or.  low  ground  or  near  a  stream  seasoning  will 
take  place  much  more  slowly,  and  the  wood  will  never  get  quite  so 
dry.  If  properly  piled  iu  a  good  location,  posts  will  usually  season 
sufficiently  for  treatment  iu  from  60  to  90  days  cf  good  seasoning 
weather.  In  exceptional  cases  they  have  been  known  to  season  in  a 
month. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  determine  from  its  appearance  whether 
timber  is  sufficiently  soasonod  or  not.  By  weighing  a  few  representa- 
tive posts  at  regular  intervals  it  is  possible  to  determine  the  degree 
of  seasoning  very  closely.  When  an  ordinary  sized  post  properly 
piled  for  seasoning  docs  not  lose  more  than  a  pound  or  two  in  weight 
during  a  week  of  good  seasoning  weather  it  may  be  considered  dry 
enough  to  treat. 

CHECKING. 

Some  woods,  such  as  oak  and  chestnut,  check  very  badly  when 
dried  too  rapidly.  It  is  well,  if  possible,  to  cut  and  peel  such  timber 
in  the  fall  or  winter,  so  that  by  the  time  warm  weather  comes  it  will 
be  partially  seasoned.  Woods  like  pines,  firs,  etc.,  are  usually  not 
affected  so  seriously  as  the  oaks  by  rapid  seasoning. 

PILING. 

The  posts  should  be  open  piled,  so  that  the  air  will  circulate  freely 
around  each  one.  The  bottom  of  the  pile  should  be  raised  6  inches 
or  a  foot  from  the  ground.  Figure  9  illustrates  a  good  method  of 
piling.     Another  method,  but  somewhat  less  desirable  because  ore 
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ond  of  each  post  is  on  the  ground,  is  illustrated  in  figure  10.  If  the 
ground  is  dry,  the  posts  can  be  seasoned  where  they  are  cut  by  laying 
them  upon  rocks  or  brush,  or  keeping  them  off  the  ground  in  any 


FiQ.  7.— Painted  post  decayed  at  the  ground  line. 


other  way.  Posts  should  never  be  piled  in  close  piles  or  allowed  to 
he  on  the  ground;  for  imder  such  conditions  they  will  frequently 
start  to  decay  before  they  are  seasoned.     (See  figs.  11  and  12.) 
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METHODS  OF  APPLYING  PRESERVATIVES. 

There  are  a  number  of  methods  of  applying  preservatives  to  wood, 
and  they  differ  considerably  in  cost  and  effectiveness. 

PRESSURE  PROCESSES. 

Impregnation  imder  pressure  is  the  most  satisfactory  means  of 
injecting  preservatives  into  wood.  The  various  pressure  processes 
differ  in  details,  but  the  general  principle  is  the  same  in  all  cases. 
The  wood  is  placed  in  steel  cars  and  run  into  a  long  steel  cylin- 
der. This  is  closed  and  the  preservative  is  piunped  in.  Pressm-e  is 
then  appUed  until  the  desired  quantity  of  preservative  has  been 


Fio.  8.— Treated  pine  tie.    The  light  streak  shows  where  penetration  has  been  retarded 
by  a  strip  of  bark. 

absorbed  by  the  wood.  There  are  over  90  plants  in  the  United  States 
using  pressure  processes,  and  millions  of  gallons  of  coal-tar  creosote, 
zinc  chloride  solution,  and  mixtures  of  the  two  are  used  each  year. 
It  would  be  well  for  anyone  living  within  reach  of  such  a  plant  to 
consider  having  his  timber  treated  there,  if  satisfactory  arrangements 
can  be  made;  for  a  good  pressure  treatment  will  usually  be  more 
effective  than  any  treatment  that  can  be  made  on  the  farm. 

THE   OPEN-TANK   PROCESS. 

The  open-tank  process  is  the  most  thorough  method  of  treatment 
that  is  practicable  on  the  farm.  The  posts  are  heated  for  one  or 
more  hours  in  the  preservative  (usually  coal-tar  creosote)  at  a  tem- 
perature of  from  180®  to  220°  F.  They  are  then  quickly  transferred 
to  a  tank  of  oil  having  a  temperature  of  about  100®  F.,  and  are  left 
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there  for  one  hour  or  more.  In  the  hot  bath  the  air  and  moisture  in 
the  wood  expand  and  are  partially  driven  out.'  When  the  wood  is 
plunged  into  the  cool  oil  the  air  ajid  moisture  in  it  contract  and  dra\r 
the  oil  into  the  wood.  Except  in  the  case  of  a  few  very  easily  treated 
woods,  there  is  little  absorption  of  oil  by  the  wood  during  the  hot 
bath.  Instead  of  a  separate  tank  being  used  for  the  cool  bath,  the 
heating  of  the  oil  in  the  hot  bath  may  be  stopped  and  the  wood  and 
the  oil  allowed  to  cool  together.  This  accomplishes  the  same  purpose 
as  the  cool  bath;  but  a  longer  time  is  required  because  the  hot  oil 
cools  very  slowly.  The  single-tank  treatment  is  particularly  suitable 
for  heavy  posts  or  poles  which  can  not  be  easily  transferred  from  one 
tank  to  the  other.  It  can  sometimes  be  used  to  advantage  also  by 
heating  for  two  or  three  hours  early  in  the  morning  or  in  the  evening 
and  allowing  the  posts  to  cool  aU  day  or  all  night.    This  will  make  it 


FiQ.  9.— A  good  way  to  season  posts. 

possible  to  carry  on  the  treatment  without  interference  with  the 
regular  work  of  the  farm.  The  posts  may  be  treated  more  rapidly, 
however,  by  using  the  two  tajiks. 

It  is  desirable  in  the  open-tank  treatment  to  have  the  sapwood 
penetrated  aU  the  way  through  by  the  oil.  This  is  sometimes  very 
difficult  to  accomplish,  however,  or  requires  too  much  oil,  and  a 
shallower  penetration  must  then  be  accepted.  A  penetration  of  from 
one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  diould  give  very  good  results. 
Even  lighter  penetrations,  though  they  are  not  recommended,  will 
probably  give  sufficient  protection  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  treating. 
The  treatment  should  extend  far  enough  up  the  poet  so  that  at  least 
6  inches  of  treated  wood  will  be  above  the  ground  line  when  the  post 
is  set.  During  the  cooling  period  the  absorption  of  oil  by  the  posts 
will  lower  the  height  of  the  oil  in  the  tank.    Care  should,  therefore, 
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be  taken  to  see  that  there  is  always  enough  oil  in  the  tank  to  sub- 
mei^e  the  posts  to  the  proper  depth. 

The  length  of  time  the  wood  is  held  in  the  hot  and  cold  baths 
should  be  determined  by  the  penetration  obtained  and  the  amoimt 
of  oil  absorbed.  The  best  treatment  is  the  one  that  gives  the  greatest 
penetration  with  the  least  absorption  of  oil.  The  penetration  may 
bo  determined  by  boring  a  small  hole  at  the  point  where  the  ground 
line  will  be.  This  hole  should  be  tightly  plugged  with  a  creosoted 
plug  before  the  post  is  set.  The  reason  for  taking  the  penetration 
at  the  ground  line  is  that  this  is  the  point  at  which  decay  is  usually 


Fio.  10.— Another  method  of  piling  posts  to  season.    Not  so  satisfactory  as  that  sho>vn  in  figure  0. 

most  severe,  and,  therefore,  the  point  at  which  depth  of  treatment  is 
most   important. 

Ordinarily  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  leave  the.  posts-  in  the  hot 
bath  over  3^  houss,  and,  in  many  cases,  a  much  shorter  time  may  give 
good  results.  The  same  is  true  of  the  cold  bath;  If  Jhe  penetration 
of  oil  is  not  sufficient,  either  the  hot  or  the  cold  bath  should  be 
lengthened.  If  the  penetration  is  satisfactory,  but' too  much  oil 
is  absorbed,  the  cold  or  cooling  bath  shotild  be  shortened.  Green  or 
partly  seasoned  posts  or  posts  wet  froin  recent  rains  require  a  much 
longer  hot  bath  than  seasoned  dry  ones.  The  amount  of  oil  absorbed 
per  post  will  vary  with  the  kind  of  wood  arid  the  size  of  the  post.^ 
In  general,  it  should  be  between  four  and  six  tenths  of  a  gallon  for 
a  post  of  from  5  to  6  inches  in  diameter. 

During  the  heating  period  the  temperature  of  the  creosote  sho\ild 
be  kept  as  nearly  constant  as  possible;  or,  still  better,  it  should  be 
allowed  to  increase  very  slowly.     It  should  not  be  allowed  to  flucliiatc 
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up  and  down,  if  this  can  be  helped.  Temperatures  between  200® 
and  220*^  F.  are  satisfactory.  For  timber  which  treats  very  easily 
180°  may  prove  high  enough.'  The  temperature  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go  above  220°,  as  a  certain  amount  of  the  oil  is  lost  by 
evaporation  at  high  temperatures.     There  is  also  danger  that  the 


Fig.  11.— Seasoning  against  a  stump. 

oil  wiU  boil  over  the  sides  of  the  tank  if  the  temperature  gets  too 
high.  The  *'cold"  bath  should  be  warm  enough  to  Kquefy  the  ofl 
thoroughly.  A  temperature  of  100°  F.  will  usually  be'  foimd  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose. 

Various  woods  differ  so  in  their  susceptibiUty  to  treatment  that 
a  general  rule  for  treating  can  not  be  given.     In  Table  1,  however. 


Fio.  12.--A  close  pile.     A  poor  way  to  pile  poets  for  seasoning. 

are  shown  the  results  obtained  in  some  experiments  with  a  number  of 
kinds  of  wood. 

It  wiU  be  noted  that  most  of  the  posts  in  Table  1  were  given  a 
Ught  top  treatment  in  addition  to  the  butt  treatment.  This  is 
necessary  only  when  the  wood  is  of  a  species  that  is  known  to  decAy 
rapidly  even  above  the  ground  line,  or  when  the  climate  is  warm  and 
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moist,  as  that  in  some  of  the  southern  States.     The  tops,  however, 
do  not  require  as  heavy  treatment  as  the  butts. 

Table  1. — Results  secured  in  the  treatment  of  various  woods, 
[All  posts  were  round,  peeled,  and  seasoned.] 


Species. 


Ash,  white 

Basswood. 

Beech... 

Birch,  river 

Butternut 

Elm,slippery 

Ebn,  white 

Qum,  black 

Qum,  cotton  (tupelo) . 


Qum,  sweet  (j\ 
Hl*ory ,  bittemut . 
Hagnolia,  sweet  (bay). 

lCaple,red 

ICaple,  sugar 

0aK,pin 

0ak,red 

Pine,  loblolly 

Pine,  loJgeixde 

Pint-,  pitch 

Pine,  scrub 

Pine,  shortleaf 

Pine,  western  yellow  c. 

Poplar,  white 

Sycamore 

Tulip  tree 

Willow,  white  d 


.Vbsorp- 
tion 

5-mch 
post. 


■| 


GalU. 

0.4 

.6 

.0 

.0 

•  .1 
.6 
.4 
.0 
.0 
.0 
.4 
.0 
.6 
.0 
.5 
.4 
.5 
.6 
.5 
.5 
.5 


Penetration. 


2  feet 
from 
butt. 


In. 
0.4 

.1 
1.0 

.7 
b.5 
6.3 
bA 

.6 

.6 
1.0 

.5 

.4 
1.0 

.2 
bl.O 
6.5 
1.5 
1.2 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 

.7 

.6 
1.0 
.4 


2  feet 
from 
top. 


Single-tank  treatment. 


Butt. 


HotoU. 


Cooling 
oil. 


/::. 


0.0J 
.4 
.3 


.2 
.3 
.1 
.5 
.3 
1.0 
.6 
.3 
.4 
.3 


Ur9. 


Ura. 
12 


12 


12 


Top. 


Dippeda 


Dipped" 


Double-tan!: 
treatment. 


HotoU. 


Cold  oil. 


U.min. 


I    30 


30 


30 


H.mfk. 


30 
45 


I    30 


4& 


45 
46 


30 


30 

3a 


o  Pipp0d  f  3r  5  minutes  or  more. 

h  WMth  of  sapwood.    Penetration  limited  by  impeuetrablo  heart. 

c  Average  results  from  6,000  posts. 

d  Requires  especially  thorough  seasoning. 

There  are  two  methods  of  giving  the  top  treatment.  In  one 
method  the  cold  tank  is  made  long  enough  to  hold  the  posts  lying 
full  length.  In  this  case,  when  the  posts  are  transferred  to  the  cold 
tank,  they  are  entirely  submerged  in  the  oil.  This  results  in  a  com- 
paratively heavy  absorption  in  the  butts,  which  have  been  heated^ 
but  only  a  light  absorption  in  the  tops.  Another  method  is  to  com- 
plete the  butt  treatment  of  the  posts  first,  and  then  turn  them 
upside  down  in  a  tank  of  hot  oil  and  allow  them  to  remain  for  a  few 
minutes.  The  oil  should  be  deep  enough  in  the  tank  to  cover  all  the 
post  not  treated  before.  If  this  is  not  possible,  a  swab  should  be 
used  to  souse  the  oil  aU  over  the  wood  not  submerged.  The  swab 
can  be  made  by  tying  a  piece  of  burlap  on  a  stick.  Particular  pains 
should  be  taken  to  fill  all  checks  and  cracks  with  the  oil. 

Sometimes,  in  seasoning,  the  outer  surface  of  the  wood  becomes 
hard  and  has  a  glazed  appearance.     This  effect  is  called  ^case- 
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hardening/'  ^Jid  it  may  seriously  retard  penetration  by  the  oil.  The 
remedy  is  to  shave  off  the  hardened  surface  with  a  draw-shave  for 
from  6  to  8  inches  above  and  below  the  groimd  line.  The  rest  of  the 
butt  need  not  be  shaved. 

After  treatment  it  is  a  good  plan  to  stand  the  posts  upside  down. 
This  allows  any  excess  oil  in  the  butts  to  flow  toward  the  top  and 
stay  in  the  wood,  instead  of  dripping  on  the  ground.  They  should 
not  be  left  in  this  position  more  than  a  few  weeks,  especially  if  the 
tops  are  untreated,  as  decay  may  start  in  the  part  which  touches  the 
ground, 

APPARATUS  POR  OPEN-TANK  PROCESS. 

•Various  forms  of  apparatus  are  used  in  open-tank  treatments* 
The  essential  parts  of  the  apparatus  for  general  farm  use  are  one  or 
two  tanks  (depending  on  whether  the  hot  and  cold  or  hot  and 
cooling  method  is  used),  a  thermometer,  and  some  means  of  heating. 

The  chief  requirements  of  the  tanks  are:  (1)  that  they  shall  be 
strong  enough  to  hold  the  weight  of  the  oil  and  the  posts;  (2)  that 
they  shall  not  leak;  (3)  that  they  shall  be  deep  enough  so  that  the 
top  of  the  oil  will  be  a  foot  or  more  below  the  top  of  the  tank  during 
treatment;  and  (4)  that  they  may  be  readily  heated.  Any  tank  of 
convenient  size  which  will  satisfy  these  requirements  will  do.  The 
heating  may  be  accomplished  by  a  fire  beneath  the  tank,  or  by  means 
of  steam  coils,  if  steam  is  available.  If  an  open  fire  is  used,  care 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  oil  from  slopping  over  the  side  of  the 
tank  and  taking  fire.  This  is  the  reason  for  having  the  top  of  the  oil 
a  foot  below  the  top  of  the  tank.  Though  the  oil  is  not  dangerously 
inflammable,  and  ordinary  care  will  prevent  trouble,  carelessness  may 
result  in  the  loss  of  the  oil  and  the  posts.  The  treatment  should  be 
made,  of  course,  in  a  situation  where  an  accidental  fire  will  not  en- 
danger any  buildings. 

In  figure  13  is  shown  a  plant  made  frorri  oil  dnmis  by  cutting  out 
one  head  of  each  drum.  In  order  to  keep  the  posts  from  floating  in  the 
oil,  it  is  well  in  a  plant  of  thk  kind  to  use  a  false  bottom  in  each  drum, 
such  as  is  shown  in  the  figure.  This  can  readily  be  made  out  of  the 
heads  cut  from  the  drums,  or  any  flat  piece  of  iron,  by  riveting  on 
strips  of  iron  through  which  several  screws  protrude  from  one7lialf  to 
three-fourths  of  an  inch.  The  screws  stick  into  the  posts  and  keep 
them  from  trioving  about  and  floating  in  the  oil. 

Figure  14  shows  a  more  permanent  type  of  plant,  in  which  the  tank 
is  made  of  comparatively  heavy  tnetal  and  is  siirroimded  by  a  brick 
fire  box. 

Figure  15  shows  a  plant  built  for  treating  the^  entire  post,  giving  a 
heavy  butt  treatment  and  a  light  top  treatment.  The  horizontal 
tank  is  8  feet  long,  3  feet  wide,  and  3  feet  deep;  the  roxmd  tank,  about 
3  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  deep.     The  pole  and  stand  shown  are  for 
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use  in  connection  with  the  mortised  board  shown  in  the  rear,  to  hold 
the  posts  under  the  oil  during  the  cold  bath. 

In  figure  16  the  details  of  construction  of  the  tanks  used  in  one  ex- 
perimental plant  are  shown.  This  was  a  portable  plant  heated  by- 
steamy  which  was  furnished  by  the  boiler  of  a  threshing  engine. 
Between  the  steam  pipes  in  the  bottom  of  the  tanks  strips  of  2-inch 
lumber  studded  with  screws  were  placed  and  firmly  wired  to  the  pipes. 
The  points  of  the  screws  projected  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
above  the  wood  and  served  to  keep  the  posts  from  sliding  about. 


I J 


Fio.  13.— Treating  plant  made  from  two  oil  drums,  showing  method  of  ooDstructing  fialae  bottom. 

Without  the  screws  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  put  a  full  charge 
of  posts  into  the  tank.  On  both  sides  of  each  tank;  about  18  inches 
from  the  top,  2  by  12  inch  planks  were  suspended  by  means  of  Tj- 
shaped  irons  which  hooked  over  the  sides  of  the  tanks.  This  made  a 
very  satisfactory  working  platform.  The  capacity  of  the  tanks  was 
from  40  to  105  posts  per  charge,  depending  on  the  size  and  shape  of 
the  posts. 
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The  number  of  posts  to  be  treated  should  determine  the  character 
of  the  plant  used.  If  only  a  few  posts  are  to  be  treated,  a  sunple  plant 
similar  to  that  shown  in  figure  13  is  most  suitable.  For  a  large  num- 
ber of  posts  or  timbers  of  other  kinds,  more  elaborate  apparatus  is 
advisable,  such  as  that  shown  in  figure  16,  or  perhaps  a  stationary 
plant  with  a  complete  equipment  of  a  steam  boiler,  storage  tanks,  oil 
piunps,  a  derrick  for  lifting  the  timber,  etc.     In  any  kind  of  a  plant 


Fig.  14.— Heavy  iron  tank  with  brick  fire  box. 

the  ingenuity  of  the  operator  will  be  called  upon  to  provide  platforms 
and  other  means  of  handling  the  posts  to  the  best  advantage. 

It  may  prove  of  advantage  sometimes  for  a  numter  of  farmers  to 
cooperate  in  the  erection  of  a  permanent  plant  of  this  kind  or  a  por- 
table plant,  such  as  that  shown  in  figure  16.  Such  a  plant  could  eitJier 
be  loaned  to  each  of  the  cooperators  in  turn  to  treat  his  own  timber 
or  it  could  be  placed  in  charge  of  an  operating  crew  of  two  or  three 
men  who  would  make  all  the  treatments. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


PRESERVATIVE   TREATMENT  OF   FARM   TIMBERS.  21 


COLD-BATH   OR  SOAKING  TREATMENT. 


In  the  cold-bath  process  the  wood  is  treated  by  soaking  for  long 
periods  in  a  tank  of  preservative  at  ordinary  air  temperature.  This 
method  of  treatment  has  not  been  thorpughly  investigated,  but  it  is 
probable  that  but  few  woods  can  be  successfully  impregnated  in  this 
way  with  oils,  since  cold  oils  do  not  penetrate  wood  readily.  Water 
solutions  like  zinc  chloride  would  probably  penetrate  somewhat  more 
readily.  In  any  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  the  wood  par- 
ticularly well  seasoned. 


THE   DIPPING   PROCESS. 


The  dipping  process  is  considered  suitable  only  for  preservatives  of 
an  oily  nature.     The  wood  is  simply  heated  in  oil  at  from  200°  to  220*^ 


Fio.  15.— Experimental  oatflt  beatiKl  by  steam.    The  rectangular  horizontal  tank  is  for  the  cold  bath. 

F.  for  from  5  to  15  minutes,  or  longer.  This  allows  all  checks  and 
defects  to  become  filled  with  oil,  but  the  penetration  and  absorption 
of  oil  are  usually  slight.  On  account  of  the  small  amount  of  oil  used 
and  the  large  number  of  posts  that  can  be  treated  in  a  day,  it  is  much 
cheaper  than  open-tank  treatment,  but  it  is  also  much  less  effective. 
I'nder  no  circumstances  should  any  but  thorougldy  peeled,  well- 
seasoned  timber  be  used.  Unseasoned  wood,  or  that  wliich  is  wet 
with  snow  or  rain,  is  not  suitable  because  the  oil  \^41l  not  penetrate  it 
readily.  In  very  cold  weather  a  longer  time  in  the  hot  oil  will  be 
reqiured  to  get  the  wood  warm.  The  treatment  shoidd  extend  at 
least  -6  inches  above  the  ground  line. 

Dipping  is  more  suitable  for  ])rotecting  the  sapwood  of  compara- 
tively durable  posts  than  for  nondurable  posts.     It  may  add  from 
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1  to  3  or  4  years  to  the  Kfe  of  a  durable  post  which  ordinarily  would 
last  8  or  10  years  untreated.  This  is  well  worth  the  cost  of  the  treat- 
ment.    An  addition  of  tliree  or  four  years  to  the  life  of  a  nondurable 


/^trti»»f^  ^jn^ti^  jtt. 


te^ 


^i94//fO  /^c/^'Sr/ft/s 
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Fio.  If..— Details  of  construction  of  tanfcj  for  portable  plant. 

post  which  would  last  only  two  or  tlu'ee  years  untreated  would  increase 
the  value  of  the  post  more  than  enough  to  pay  for  the  tieatinent,  but 
it  would  still  have  a  comparatively  short  life.     If  possible,  non- 
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durable  species  should  he  given  a  hetter  treatment,  such  as  the  open- 
tank  or  pressure  treatment. 

The  apparatus  for  dipping  consists  of  a  tank,  a  thermometer,  and 
some  means  of  heating.  Generally,  it  will  be  advisable  to  use  a 
comparatively  small  tank  in  order  that  there  will  not  be  a  large 
amoimt  of  oil  left  over  after  the  last  posts  have  been  treated. 

BRUSH  TREATMENT  OR  PAINTING. 

Brush  treatment  or  painting  is  obo  considered  suitable  for  oils 
only  and  consists  in  applying  two  coats  of  not  preservative  to  the 
wood.  The  oil  should  be  heated  to  from  200''  to  220**  F.  and  6ooded 
over  the  wood  rather  than  painted  upon  it.  Especial  care  should  be 
taken  to  fill  every  check  and  defect  in  the  wood,  and  the  first  coat 
should  be  allowed  to  dry  completely  before  the  second  coat  is  applied. 
The  advantage  of  the  painting  method  over  the  others  is  the  small 
amoimt  of  prieservative  it  requires  and  its  cheapness  and  simplicity. 
No  excess  of  preservative  need  be  left  over  after  the  last  post  is 
treated.  It  is  also  of  value  in  treating  portions  of  large  sticks  which 
can  not  readily  be  dipped  or  open-tank  treated,  and  in  treating 
timber  at  joints  and  all  points  of  contact  where  decay  is  liable  to 
occur.  Its  disadvantage  is  that  it  usually  adds  less  to  the  durabiUty 
than  dipping,  open-tank,  or  pressure  treatment. 

like  dipping,  the  painting  method  is  most  suitable  for  use  on 
peeled,  thoroughly  seasoned,  and  dry  timber.  It  is  best  to  use  it  in 
warm  weather;  for  in  cold  weather,  when  the  hot  creosote  touches  the 
cold  wood,  it  immediately  cools  and  does  not  penetrate  readily. 
Both  treatments  are  more  suitable  for  protecting  the  sapwood  of 
durable  posts  than  for  very  nondurable  posts. 

The  apparatus  for  brush  treatment  consists  of  a  large  kettle  or  pail 
of  some  kind  to  heat  the  oil  in,  a  smaller  pail  to  paint  from,  and  a 
wire-boimd,  long-handled  paint  bnish.  An  old  broom  might  be 
substituted  for  the  paint  brush  if  desired.  If  a  thermometer  is 
available,  it  can  be  used  to  advantage.  If  none  can  be  had,  the  oil 
should  be  heated  very  hot  but  not  to  boiling.  Care  should  be  exer- 
cised to  prevent  the  oil  from  boiling  over  and  taking  fire. 

Ordinarily  the  oil  is  heated  over  an  open  fire ;  but  in  cases  where  a 
large  amount  of  work  is  to  bo  done,  or  the  work  is  widely  distributed, 
it  may  be  found  advantageous  to  use  a  special  oil  heater,  such  as  is 
shown  in  figure  17.  The  heat  is  supplied  by  a  gasoline  blow  torch, 
and  a  thermometer  is  used  to  regulate  the  temperature.  The  pail  is 
made  detachable,  so  that  one  or  more  can  be  in  use  while  another  is 
heating.  The  construction  of  the  heater  is  simple,  rnd  it  can  be 
made  by  any  competent  tinner. 
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CARE  OF  TIMBER  AFTER   TREATMENT. 

The  efiFectiveness  of  any  of  the  methods  of  treatment  which  have 
been  described  is  dependent  upon  keeping  an  imbroken  layer  of  treat^nl 
wood  over  the  entire  treated  surface. 

Care  should  be  exercised  in  handling  treated  timber  to  see  that  the 
treated  wood  is  not  scraped  away  and  untreated  wood  exposed.  If 
such  an  accident  does  occur  the  exposed  imtreated  wood  should  be 
given  two  or  three  coats  of  hot  creosote. 


Gmt^mmmmd  /ron  Dt^ 


Fig.  17.— Creosote  heal«r  for  brush  treating. 

Treated  timber  should  never  be  cut  if  it  can  be  avoided.  All  saw- 
ing and  framing  should  be  done,  if  possible,  before  treatment.  If  it 
is  necessary  to  saw  after  treatment,  the  exposed  untreated  wood 
should  be  painted  with  creosote  before  it  is  put  in  place. 

If  butt-treated  posts  or  other  timbers  of  which  only  a  part  is  treated 
are  not  to  bo  used  for  some  time,  they  should  be  open  piled  after 
treatment.  If  they  are  close  piled  or  allowed  to  lie  on  the  ground 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  decay  is  likely  to  start  in  the 
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untreated  parts.     If  the  timber  is  treated  all  over,  it  should  be  close 
piled,  but  the  pile  shoidd  be  raised  oflF  the  ground. 

In  setting  treated  posts,  poles,  etc.,  great  care  should  be  used  to 
avoid  setting  them  too  deep.  At  least  6  inches  of  treated  wood,  and 
more  if  convenient,  should  extend  above  the  ground  after  the  posts 
are  set.  In  a  number  of  cases  where  this  precaution  has  not  been 
observed  the  posts  have  decayed  above  the  treated  part. 

ADAPTABIUTY  TO  TREATMENT. 

As  is  shown  in  Table  1,  some  species  of  wood  are  much  easier  to 
treat  than  others;  and  whenever  there  is  a  choice  between  several 
species  this  fact  shoidd  be  taken  into  consideration. 

In  general,  the  pines  are  very  easy  to  treat.  Other  woods  which 
have  been  foimd  to  treat  very  readily  in  the  form  of  roimd  posts  are 
beech,  river  birch,  gum,  pin  oak,  red  oak,  and  sycamore.  Many 
other  species,  however,  can  be  successfully  treated;  and,  in  fact, 
almost  any  kind  of  nondurable  wood  can  be  improved  by  proper 
treatment.  Treatment  will  also  greatly  improve  many  of  the  species 
having  durable  heartwood  and  nondurable  sapwood. 

In  most  woods  the  sapwood  treats  much  more  easily  than  the  heart- 
wood.  In  very  few  species  can  a  satisfactory  penetration  be  ob- 
tained in  the  heartwood  by  the  open-tank  process.  In  general, 
therefore,  a  more  imiform  and  satisfactory  treatment  can  be  ob- 
tained in  round  posts,  of  which  the  entire  outer  surface  is  sapwood, 
than  in  split  or  sawed  posts,  in  which  heartwood  is  necessarily 
exposed.  Among  the  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  hemlock,  in  which 
the  sapwood  is  as  difficult  to  penetrate  as  the  heartwood,  and  syca- 
more, in  which  the  heartwood  is  readily  treated. 

In  some  localities  there  are  considerable  amoimts  of  standing  dead 
timber  which  has  been  killed  by  fire,  insects,  or  some  tree  disease,  and 
which  is  still  soimd.  For  the  most  part  this  timber  can  be  success- 
fully treated.  Such  timber,  if  it  is  entirely  free  from  decay  and  not 
seriously  injured.by  wood  borers,  is  practically  as  good  as  Uve  timber 
and  is  well  adapted  to  treatment  because  already  more  or  less  sea- 
soned. It  makes  good  material  for  posts,  poles,  and  many  other  of 
the  common  forms  in  which  wood  is  used.  Blight-killed  chestnut 
and  fire  and  insect  kiDcd  lodgepolo  pine  are  in  this  class. 

COST  OF  TREATMENT. 

As  a  rule,  the  principal  item  of  cost  in  the  treatment  of  timber  is  the 
preservative.  The  price  of  creosote  varies.  Near  the  manufac- 
turing plants  it  can  usually  be  obtained  at  from  20  to  35  cents  per 
gallon  in  small  lots.  In  other  localities  the  freight  will  make  the 
price  somewhat  higher.  In  tank-car  lots  the  price  ranges  from  10 
to  25  cents  per  gallon.     It  may  prove  feasible  in  sotne  cases  for  a 
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number  of  farmers  to  cooperate  in  bu ving  creosote  in  order  to  obtain 
the  reduction  in  price  due  to  purchasing  in  larger  quantities.  The 
exact  cost  in  any  case  will  have  to  be  determined  by  inquiring  of  the 
dealer  from  whom  the  oil  is  to  be  obtained. 

The  cost  of  appljring  the  preservative  depends  msdnly  upon  the 
number  of  posts  to  be  treated,  the  cost  of  apparatus,  labor,  and  fuel, 
and  the  nimiber  of  posts  which  can  be  treated  per  day.  The  number 
of  posts  treated  per  day  will,  of  course,  vary  according  to  their  size 
and  ease  of  treatment,  the  size  of  the  plant,  etc.  Fuel  and  labor 
charges  are  sometimes  ignored  in  fence-post  treatment,  and  the 
number  of  posts  treated  per  day  is  then  not  quite  so  important. 
The  cost  of  treatment  will  vary  greatly  in  different  localities,  and  in 
accordance  with  differing  local  conditions,  so  that  a  general  Cost 
figure  can  not  be  given.  In  Table  2,  however,  are  given  some  figures 
obtained  in  the  open-tank  treatment  of  posts  in  several  localities. 
The  cost  of  oil  may  now  be  somewhat  greater  than  that  given  in  the 
table.     The  cost  of  the  apparatus  is  not  included  in- the  calculations. 

Table  2. — Coat  of  treatment  under  certain  conditions. 


Cost  of  oil. 

Cost  of 
treat- 
ing. 

ToUl 
cost  of 
treat- 
ing. 

Locality. 

Kind  of  post. 

For 
gallon. 

Per 
post. 

r.o-or  J. 

T.<i^f<i^ni^, 

Loblolly  pine 

Scrub  pine 

Cottonwood 

Western  yellow 
pine. 

$0.15 

.15 

.12 

.12 
.21 

10.09 

.09 
.06 

.06 
.12 

$0.01 

.01 
.01 

.01 
.07 

10.10 

.10 
.07 

.07 
.19 

Entire  post  impregnated,  cost 
of  labor  not  included. 
Do. 

Maryland 

Mftlfvf. ,   . 

Butt  impregnated,topdipped» 
cost  of  labor  not  indtuled. 
Do. 

Minnesota 

California 

Butt   impregnated:    cost   of 

labor  includeJ  at  $2.50  pec 
day. 

VALUE  OF  TREATMENT. 

X'nless  a  reasonable  saving  can  be  eflected  by  preservative  treat- 
ment of  wood,  the  expense  involved  is  not  justified.  The  saving 
due  to  preservative  treatment  will  depend  upon  local  conditions.  In 
some  localities  durable  posts  are  expensive  and  difficult  to  obtain; 
while  nondurable,  easily  treated  woods  are  abundant  and  cheap.  It 
is  in  such  localities  that  treatment  is  particularly  desirable.  In 
other  localities  there  may  be  a  plentiful  supply  of  diurable  timber 
which  can  be  obtained  very  cheaply.  In  such  places  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  attempt  preservative  treatment. 

The  chief  points  which  must  be  considered  in  determining  whether 
tr^atn-ont  will  pay  are  the  comparative  cost  and  average  life  of 
untreated  and  treated  posts.  The  cost  and  approximate  life  of  un- 
treated posts  of  the  different  species  in  common  use  in  any  locality 
win  generally  be  known  to  the  residents  of  that  locality.     It  is  esti- 
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mat^d^that  a  thorough  open-tank  treatment  of  fence  posts,  for  ex- 
ample, a  heavj'  butt  treatment  and  a  light  top  treatment,  will  give 
even  to  nondurable  woods  an  average  life  of  at  least  20  years.  This 
estimate  is  based  on  the  best  information  obtainable  on  the  dura- 
bility of  creosoted  posts  and  other  creosoted  timber.  It  can  not  be 
considered  as  conclusive,  however. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  an  opyen-tank  treated  post  the  chief  items 
to  be  considered  are  the  original  cost  of  the  post  and  the  cost  of  the 
oil  absorbed.  In  general,  from  f oui^tenths  to  six-tenths  of  a  gallon  of 
creosote  will  be  required  per  post.  The  cost  of  labor  may  or  may 
not  be  included,  according  to  the  individual  circumstances.  In 
order  to  get  a  close  estimate  of  the  annual  charge,  the  cost  of  setting 
the  post  and  interest  on  the  investment  are  sometimes  included  in 
the  calculations. 

If  it  is  found  in  a  certain  locality  that  cedar  posts  which  will  last 
12  years  can  be  obtained  for  30  cents  and  that  treated  pine  which 
win  last  20  years  can  be  obtained  for  the  same  price,  money  will  be 
saved  by  using  the  treated  pine;  or,  if  a  locust  post  can  be  obtained 
for  35  cents  and  a  treated  beech  post  which  will  probably  last  about 
as  long  costs  half  as  much,  it  will  be  economical  to  treat  the  beech. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  an  untreated  post  which  will  last  12  years  can 
be  obtained  for  10  cents  and  a  treated  post  which  may  be  expected 
to  last  20  years  costs  30  cents,  it  will  not  be  economy  to  treat. 

SERVICE  TESTS   OF  TREATED  POSTS. 

To  obtain  more  exact  information  about  the  average  life  of  treated 
posts  under  various  conditions,  experimental  posts  are  bemg  tested 
in  fences  in  many  parts  of  the  country  and  careful  records  of  their 
durability  are  being  kept.  In  Table  3  are  given  the  results  so  far 
obtained  in  a  number  of  these  experiments. 
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PROLONGING  THE  LIFE  OF  OTHBR  FORMS  OF  FARM  TIMBERS. 

There  are  many  forms  of  timber  used  on  the  farm  to  which  treat- 
ment can  be  advantageously  applied.  Among  these  are  silos,  rural 
telephone  poles,  shingles,  greenhouse  boards,  sills,  foundation  tim- 
bers, bridge  timbers,  board  walks,  wooden  gates,  windmill  frames, 
porch  columns,  well  curbing,  etc.  The  treatment  of  any  nondurable 
wood  which  is  used  where  conditions  are  favorable  to  decay  is  worthy 
of  careful  consideration. 

SILOS. 

A  thorough  treatment  with  coal-tar  creosote  will  make  a  wooden 
silo  more  resistant  to  decay  and  less  subject  to  shrinking  and  swelling. 
It  will  also  make  painting  imnecessary. 

The  most  satisfactory  way  to  inject  creosote  into  silo  staves  is  by 
impregnation  under  pressure.  It  may  sometimes  be  possible  for  a 
farmer  to  haul  his  untreated  silo  to  a  oreosoting  plant  and  have  it 
treated,  but  pressure  treatments  will  usually  have  to  be  made  by  the 
manufacturer  before  the  silo  is  sold.  Some  manufacturers  are  already 
doing  this,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  purchase  a  pressure-treated  silo 
all  ready  to  set  up. 

Next  to  pressure  treatment,  open-tank  treatment  is  best;  but  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  staves  and  the  long,  narrow  tank  to- 
quired  it  may  be  inoonvenient  to  use  this  method.  A  good  combi- 
nation treatment  would  be  to  give  the  lower  2  or  3  feet  of  each  stave 
an  open-tank  treatment  and  the  remainder  a  two-coat  brush  treat- 
ment. If  this  is  done,  the  part  of  the  staves  most  subject  to  decay 
will  receive  the  heaviest  treatment.  All  the  wood  which  touches  the 
foundation  should  be  thoroughly  treated.  As  with  any  treated  tim- 
ber, no  sawing  or  cutting  that  can  be  prevented  should  be  done  after 
the  wood  is  treated.  All  imtreated  surfaces  necessarily  exposed  by 
cutting  should  be  heavily  painted  with  the  preservative. 

Brush  and  dipping  treatments  are  less  efficient  than  open-tank 
or  pressure  treatments  and  will  not  give  as  great  an  increase  in  dura- 
bility. They  may  be  used  to  advantage,  however,  when  the  better 
methods  are  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

One  possible  objection  to  the  use  of  creosoted  lumber  in  silos  is 
that  the  silage  might  be  contaminated  by  creosote  bleeding  from  the 
wood.  Information  obtained  by  the  Forest  Service,  however,  indi- 
cates that  there  is  little  danger  of  this  if  proper  care  is  used.  In 
order  to  prevent  contamination,  the  treated  wood  should  be  thor- 
oughly air  seasoned  in  open  piles  after  it  is  treated  and  before  it 
is  put  into  the  silo.  In  the  case  of  open-tank  or  pressure  treatments, 
the  absorption  of  oil  should  not  exceed  8  or  10  pounds  per  cubic 
foot. 
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Ot  the  WQoda  in  general  use  for  silo  construction,  the  pines  are^ 
as  a  class,  the  most  easily  treated;  hemlock,  tamarack,  spruce,  and 
Douglas  fir  are  somewhat  more  difiicult.  With  pressure  treatment 
the  greatest  saving  can  usually  be  effected  by  using  the  cheaper 
woods,  as  the  difference  in  the  durabiUty  of  the  various  species  is 
less  after  treatment  than  before.  It  is  questionable  if  the  tree tment 
of  such  durable  species  as  heart  redwood  and  heart  cypress  would  pay. 

SmNGLES. 

The  appUoation  of  paint  is  the  preservative  measure  most  com- 
monly used  for  shingles;  and,  if  the  paint  is  properly  applied,  it 
will  add  to  their  durability  by  protecting  them  from  the  weather, 
keeping  out  moisture,  and  preventing  cupping«^  If  it  is  not  properly 
applied,  however,  it  may  even  hasten  decay.  From  a  preservative 
standpoint,  the  best  way  to  apply  the  paint  is  by  dipping  the  shingles 
in  it.  This  may  be  found  impiacticable,  however,  since,  the  amount 
of  paint  which  would  adhere  to  the  shingles  would  in  many  oases  be 
too  great  imless  some  means  were  provided  to  brush  <^  the  excess. 

When  the  shingles  are. painted  after  the  roof  is  laid,  a  ridge  of 
paint  is  liable  to  form  at  the  base  of  each  shingle.  This  tends  to 
hold  the  w^ter  after  a  rain  and  keep  the  shingles  moist,  thus  making 
conditions  more  favorable  to  decay. 

Brush  treatment  with  creosote  or  a  good  shingle  stain  does  not 
leave  a  ridge  like  ordinary  paint  and  can  be  recommended  as  good 
practice,  but  dipping  the  shingles  in  the  preservative  is  better  in  this 
case  also.  The  best  results  in  preventing  decay  are  obtained,  how- 
ever, by  first  heating  and  then  cooling  the  wood  in  the  preservative, 
as  described  for  the  treatment  of  fence  posts. 

The  open-tank  process  has  already  been  explained.  The  apparatus 
used  for  posts  may  be  employed;  or  if  shingles  exclusively  are  to  be 
treated,  the  form  of  the  outfit  may  be  modified.  The  simplest  appa- 
ratus is  a  single  tank  large  enough  to  hold  a  bundle  of  shingles.  If  a 
larger  capacity  is  desired,  the  depth  rather  than  the  width  should  be 
increased;  for,  in  order  to  minimize  the  loss  of  oil  by  evaporation, 
the  oil  surface  exposed  to  the  air  should  be  kept  as  small  as  possible. 
The  best  treatment  for  various  kinds  of  shingles  has  not  yet  been 
determined.  The  most  desirable  treatment  is  the  one  which  gives 
the  best  penetration  with  the  least  absorption  of  oil.  Sap-pine 
shingles,  thoroughly  seasoned,  can  be  completely  penetrated  without 
difficulty,  but  cedar  shingles  are  more  difficult  to  treat.  The  proper 
treatment  in  any  case  must  be  determined  by  observing  the  absorp- 
tion of  oil  and  the  penetration  secured  and  varying  the  treatment 
accordingly.  The  oil  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  too  hot,  however, 
or  the  shingles  held  in  it  for  too  long  a  time;  for  in  either  of  these 
events  the  shingles  may  become  somewhat  brittle. 
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While  creosote  treatment  can  be  expected  to  increase  very  mate- 
rially the  resistance  of  shingles  to  decay,  the  treated  shingles  possess 
certain  objectionable  quaUiies  which  should  be  kept  in  mind  when 
considering  their  use;  for  instaiice,  then*  strong  odor  and  their  con- 
tamination of  cistern  water.  Fiurther,  since  the  shingle  nails  become 
covered  with  creosote  and  can  not  be  held  in  the  workman^s  mouth, 
it  is  said  to  be  more  difficult  to  lay  these  shingles.  The  odor,  how- 
ever, disappears  in  the  course  ol  a  few  weeks — 2  weeks  in  one  case 
observed.  The  contamination  of  the  cistern  water  may  be  of  longer 
duration,  though  in  one  instance  the  water  was  tasteless  after  3  days 
of  rain.  All  these  objections  may  bo  lessened  if  the  shingles  are  sea- 
soned for  a  few  weeks  between  treating  and  laying. 

It  is  held  by  some  that  creosote  treatment  makes  shingles  more 
inflammable  and  thus  increases  the  fire  danger,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  this  is  true  to  a  cerain  extent.  It  is  a  point,  however,  which  has 
never  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

TELEPHOrae  POLES. 

When  farmers^  cooperative  telephone  fines  are  constructed,  the 
treatment  of  the  poles  will  frequently  effect  a  saving  in  the  cost  of 
upkeep.  The  open-tank  treatment  will,  of  course,  give  a  much  longer 
life  than  brush  treatment;  but  the  cost  of  the  tanks,  the  extra  oil 
required,  apparatus  for  handling  the  poles,  and  the  extra  labor  may 
not  be  justified  unless  a  large  number  are  to  be  treated.  Brush  treat- 
ment will,  therefore,  in  many  cases  be  the  most  practicable  method 
to  use.  For  the  reasons  given  in  the  discussion  of  the  dipping  and 
brush  treatment  of  posts,  however,  brush  treatment  of  poles  is  most 
suitable  for  treating  the  sapwood  of  durable  species.  Poles  of  non- 
durable species  should,  if  at  all  possible,  be  given  a  better  treatment, 
such  as  open-tank,  or  even  pressure  treatment.  In  most  parts  of 
the  United  States  a  butt  treatment  is  sufficient  lo  protect  the  poles,- 
but  in  the  warm,  moist  climate  of  the  southern  States  it  is  necessary 
to  treat  the  entire  pole,  especially  if  sap  pine  or  other  nondurable 
woods  are  used. 

The  tops  of  the  poles  and  the  gains  cut  in  the  poles  to  hold  the 
cross-arms  should  be  brush  treated.  Pole  braces  should  be  treated 
fike  the  poles.  Wherever  a  pole  brace  touches  a  pole,  both  should 
be  brush  treated  at  the  point  of  contact. 

BRIDGE  TIMBERS. 

Treatment  of  the  timbers  and  planks  of  permanent  bridges  will 
add  materially  to  their  resistance  to  decay.  Open  tank  and  pressure 
treatments  are  the  best.  Brush  or  dipping  treatments  of  the  face  of 
the  planks  would  soon  be  worn  away  and  would  be  of  fittle  value; 
but  they  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  other  parts  of  the  structure. 
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SILLS  AND  FOUNDATION  TIMBESS. 

Sills  and  foundation  timbers  in  contact  with  the  ground  or  wiA 
stone  or  concrete  foundations  frequently  decay  rapidly,  and  pre- 
servative treatment  is  advisable.  It  is  probable  that  brush  treat- 
ment will  usually  bo  foxmd  the  only  convenient  way  to  treat  such 
timbers  on  account  of  their  size,  but  wherever  possible  better  trwit- 
ments  should  be  used, 

LUMBEtt  tJSED  IN  GREENHOUSES. 

Lumber  used  in  greenhouses  is  usually  subject  to  rapid  decay, 
which  can  be  greatly  retarded  by  preservative  tr^tment.  If  creo- 
soted  boards  are  used  close  to  steam  pipes,  however,  soiiie  of  the  oil 
is  volatilized  by  the  heat,  and  the  fumes  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
plants.  In  other  parts  of  the  greenhouse,  where  the  boards  are  not 
exposed  to  heat,  the  creosote  has  been  found  to  have  no  bad  effect 
on  the  plants.  It  is  desirable  in  all  cases  to  air  season  the  boards 
thoroughly  after  treatment  before  putting  them  in  service,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  creosote  bleeding  from  them  after  they 
are  installed.  Creosotes  containing  comparatively  large  amoimts  of 
low-boiling  oils  are  not  as  suitable  for  greenhouse  timbers  as  the  oils 
of  higher  specific  gravity,  because  they  are  much  more  volatile. 

JOINTS  AND  POINTS  OF  CONTACT. 

Experience  has  shown  that  in  any  timber  structure  where  the 

wood  comes  in  contact  with  wood,  stone,  or  other  material  decay  is 

liable  to  occur  more  rapidly  at  the  point  of  contact  than  in  other  parts 

of  the  structure.     If  it  is  impracticable  to  treat  the  timber  for  the 

whole  structure,  it  wiU  frequently  be  profitable  to  give  a  good  brash 

treatment  to  the  joints  and  other  points  where  decay  is  usually  most 

severe. 

CONCLUSION. 

'  In  every  locaUty^he  question  of  preservative  treatment  of  farm 
timbers  shbidd  be  given  carefid  consideration.  It  is  often  difficult 
for  a  farmer  to  treat  his  own  material  efficiently.  This,  however, 
does  not  indicate  that  the  work  should  bo  neglected,  but  only  that 
some  other  means  of  securing  the  desired  result  should  be  soiight. 
There  are  two  practical  methods  of  doing  this.  One  is  for  some 
individual  to  imdertake  the  work  for  the  neighborhood.  In  many 
cases  a  small  wood-preserving  plant  could  be  profitably  operated  in 
connection  with  a  threshing  outfit,  a  feed  mill,  or  sawmill.  The 
other  plan  is  for  several  individuals  to  cooperate  in  establishing  and 
operating  a  plant.  The  means  may  vary,  but  it  can  not  be  too 
strongly  emphasized  that  every  agricultural  district  should  possess 
the  facilities  for  increasing  the  durability  of  farm  timbers  by  pre- 
servative treatment. 
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V\700D  DECAYS  when  in  contact  with  the  soil  or 
^  *  in  other  damp  places.  The  heartwood  of  some 
species  of  wood  is  decay-resistant  and  gives  good 
service  without  treatment.  The  sapwood  of  all  spe- 
cies and  the  heartwood  of  many  rot  quickly,  under 
conditions  which  favor  decay,  unless  protected  by 
treatment  with  an  effective  preservative. 

Where  highly  durable  woods  are  still  plentiful  and 
cheap,  preservative  treatment  may  not  be  economi- 
cal. Generally,  however,  the  proper  use  of  preserva- 
tives will  save  money  by  greatly  increasing  the  life 
of  the  wood.  Preservatives  also  make  possible  the 
successful  use  of  home-grown  posts  of  practically  all 
species  of  wood  even  though  they  may  have  very 
short  life  if  used  untreated. 

This  bulletin  is  of  value  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  prolonging  the  life  of  building  timbers,  poles,  and 
posts,  especially  on  farms  at  a  distance  from  wood- 
preserving  plants. 


Washlugton,  D.  C.  Issued  September,  1916 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE  QUANTITY  of  wood  used  on  the  farms  of  the  country  and 
exposed  to  decay  is  very  great.  The  total  is  difficult  to  estimate, 
but  it  undoubtedly  amounts  to  several  billion  board  feet  annually. 
This  wood  is  used  in  various  forms,  such  as  fence  posts,  building 
foundations,  windmill  frames,  shingles,  telephone  poles,  silos,  vine 
stakesj  and  small  buildings.  For  such  uses  durability  is  usually  of 
great  importance. 

Some  woods  resist  decay  better  than  others.  A  post  of  one  kind 
of  wood  may  last  10  years,  or  more,  while  one  of  another  kind  may 
last  only  two  years  under  the  same  conditions.  There  is  also  a  great 
difference  in  the  durability  of  wood  of  the  same  species  under  differ- 
ent conditions.  In  a  very  wet  or  a  very  dry  situation  a  post  will 
last  longer  than  in  a  situation  where  the  ground  is  simply  damp  or 
alternately  wet  and  dry.  It  will  last  better  in  a  compact  clayey  soil 
than  in  a  loose  sandy  soil.  A  warm,  moist  climate  is  more  favor- 
able to  decay  than  a  dry  one,  or  one  that  has  long,  cold  winters. 

Durable  woods  are  continually  growing  scarcer  and  higher  priced 
in  most  localities,  and  less  durable  woods  must  be  used  in  their  stead. 
Many  of  the  nondurable  woods  in  their  natural  condition  will  last 
only  two  or  three  years  in  situations  favorable  to  decay.  It  will 
readily  be  seen,  therefore,  that  any  reasonably  cheap  method  of 
increasing  their  life  will  save  money  for  the  user. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Forest  Service  has  been  conducting  ex- 
periments on  the  preservative  treatment  of  fence  posts,  poles,  and 
other  forms  of  timber  exposed  to  decay.    These  experiments  have 
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been  made  in  cooperation  with  agricultural  experiment  stations, 
farmers,  and  various  companies,  and  also  upon  the  national  forests. 
They  have  proved  conclusively  that  when  a  suitable  preservative 
treatment  is  given,  posts  or  poles  that  would  ordinarily  rot  quickly 
can  be  made  to  last  15  to  30  years  and  that  similar  resistance  to 
decay  can  be  obtained  with  other  forms  of  timber. 

DECAY 

Decay  is  not  due  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  soil  or  to  the  fer- 
mentation of  the  sap,  but  is  the  result  of  the  action  of  certain  low 
forms  of  plant  life  called  fungi.  These  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of 
very  fine  threadlike  filaments,  which  penetrate  the  wood  in  all  direc- 
tions. Certain  substances  in  the  wood  constitute  the  food  of  the 
fungi.  As  these  substances  are  dissolved  the  wood  structure  is  broken 
down,  until  it  becomes  rotten. 

The  fungi  usually  grow  out  to  the  surface  to  form  compact 
masses  call^  fruiting  bodies.  Since  there  are  many  kinds  of  fimgi, 
there  are  many  kinds  of  fruiting  bodies.  The  various  forms  of 
"toadstools,"  "punks,"  "brackets,"  or  "dog  ears,"  which  are  so 
frequently  found  growing  on  trees  and  deadwood,  are  examples  of 
fruiting  bodies.  (Figs.  1  to  4.)  Their  presence  generally  means 
that  decay  has  made  considerable  progress  in  the  wood.  All  fruit- 
ing bodies  produce  spores,  which  are  to  the  fungus  what  seeds  are 
to  higher  plants.  Millions  of  spores  may  be  produced  by  a  single 
fruiting  body,  and  they  are  so  small  that  they  are  able  to  float  long 
distances  in  the  air.  When  a  spore  drops  upon  a  piece  of  wood 
and  conditions  are  favorable,  it  germinates  and  the  fungus  begins 
its  destructive  action. 

Another  way  in  which  decay  spreads  is  by  the  fungus  growing 
from  one  piece  of  wood  to  another.  When  a  piece  of  oecaying 
wood  is  in  contact  with  a  sound  untreated  piece  the  latter  may 
rapidly  become  infected  in  this  way  and  be  ruined. 

The  four  requirements  for  the  growth  of  fungi  are  moisture,  air, 
a  favorable  temperature,  and  food. 

A  damp  condition  of  the  wood  is  the  most  favorable  to  decay. 
Wood  can  be  either  so  wet  or  so  dry  that  the  fungi  can  not  live  in  it. 
When  submerged  in  water  wood  has  been  known  to  last  hundreds  of 
years,  and  in  perfectly  dry  situations  it  will  last  indefinitely.  Wood 
in  contact  with  damp  ground  usually  contains  the  right  amount  of 
moisture  for  the  development  of  decay.  Also,  where  timber  is  in  con- 
tact with  wood  or  other  material,  water  frequently  collects  in  the 
joints  and  keeps  the  wood  moist  for  long  periods  of  time,  thus  favor- 
ing decay  at  these  points.  Familiar  examples  of  this  are  decay  in 
the  tops  of  posts  in  board  fences  (fig.  5),  in  the  joints  of  various 
kinds  of  buildings  (fig.  6),  in  porch  columns,  in  sills  resting  on  wood 
or  stone  piers,  and  in  lumber  piles. 

There  are  very  few  places  where  the  fungus  can  not  get  air  enough 
for  its  needs.  When  wood  is  buried  deep  in  the  ground,  especially  in 
compact  or  clayey  soil,  it  tends  to  become  saturated  with  moisture, 
so  that  decay  is  prevented;  but  within  2  or  3  feet  of  the  surface  of 
the  ground  tnere  is  usually  enough  air  for  the  growth  of  the  fungus. 
Conditions  are  most  favorable,  of  course,  just  at  the  surface  of  the 
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ground;  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  point  of  greatest  decay  in  a 
fence  post  is  usually  near  the  ground  line.  Above  the  ground  line 
moisture  conditions  are  usually  unfavorable,  and  below  the  ground 
line  the  air  supply  is  less  favorable  for  the  rapid  development  of 
decay.  In  loose  or  sandy  soils,  however,  which  under  good  drainage 
contain  more  air  than  compact  soils,  decay  may  extend  to  the  bottom 
of  the  post. 


Fig.  1. — Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  Lentlnua  lecomtei 

Wood-destroving  fungi  can  not  grow  at  very  high  or  veiy  low 
temperatures;  but  there  are  few.  if  any,  climates  in  which  the  tem- 
perature during  at  least  part  oi  the  year  is  not  favorable  to  their 
growth. 

The  wood  itself  supplies  the  fourth  requirement  of  the  fungi,  which 
is  food.  In  order  to  prevent  decay,  it  is  necessary  to  deprive  the 
fungus  of  one  or  more  of  these  four  requirements.    It  is  out  of  the 
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miestion  in  ordinary  situations  to  deprive  it  of  air  and  warmth;  and 
though  moisture  can  sometimes  be  eliminated  to  a  certain  extent, 
this  can  not  be  done  when  the  wood  is  exposed  to  the  weather.  In 
general,  therefore,  the  most  effective  method  of  preventing  decay  is 
to  poison  the  food  supply;  and  upon  this  principle  is  based  the  use 

of  most  successful  wood  pre- 

servatives. 

PROLONGING  THE  LIFE  OF 
POSTS  WITHOUT  THE  USE 
OF  PRESERVATIVES 

PEELING 

Posts  which  are  to  be  set 
without  preservative  treat- 
ment should  be  peeled.*  The 
bark  allows  moisture  to  col- 
lect, and  thus  makes  condi- 
tions favorable  to  decay.  It 
also  harbors  wood-bJoring 
insects,  which,  by  boring 
tunnels,  may  both  seriously 
weaken  the  post  and  make 
conditions  more  favorable 
for  rapid  decay  by  affording 
easy  access  to  fungi. 

SEASONING 

The  general  impression 
has  been  that  seasoning 
wood  makes  it  more  durable. 
In  a  number  of  experiments 
made  by  the  Forest  Service 
on  poles  and  ties,  however, 
green  wood  has  been  found 
as  durable  as  seasoned  wood. 
It  is  believed,  therefore,  that 
it  does  not  *  pay  to  season 
posts  simply  to  increase  their 
durability.^  Wood  in  con- 
tact with  the  soil  will  take 
up  or  give  off  moisture  and 
Fig.  2.— Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  poria  sp.  in  a  short  time  will  rcach  a 

moisture  content  determined 
by  the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil.  It  therefore  makes  little 
difference  whether  such  wood  is  originally  dry  or  green. 

Posts  must  not  be  held  so  long  that  decay  begins  before  they  are  set. 
The  instructions  for  seasoning  given  on  pages  13  to  15  should  be  fol- 
lowed.    Posts  should  never  be  left  close  piled  for  any  length  of  time. 

^  Oambel  oak.  which  i»  uned  untivated  for  poMn  in  parts  of  the  southern  Rocky  Moun- 
tnin  region,  appears  to  be  an  exception  to  this  rule,  as  it  is  said  to  last  longer  if  the  bark 
is  loft  on. 

>  Lumber  for  buildings  Bhould  be  thoroughly  sesoned  before  use,  however,  as  green  lunr- 
ber  will  cnuxe  trouble  by  shrinking  as  it  dries,  and,  In  confined  spaces,  it  may  dry  bo 
slowly  that  it  will  decay  before  it  seasons. 
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CHARRING 

In  some  cases  charring  has  appeared  to  give  good  results;  in 
others,  however,  it  has  failed  to  give  any  appreciable  protection,  and 
it  can  not  be  relied  upon. 

STONES 

Piling  stones  around  the  base  of  the  post  has  sometime  been  re- 
sorted to.     This  tends  to  keep  back  the  weeds  and  allow  the  air 


Fig.  3. — Fruiting  body  of  fungus*  Polyporus  hetulinus 

to  circulate  freely  around  the  post.  However,  where  the  ground 
is  wet  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  the  use  of  stones 
in  this  way  may  favor  decay  rather  than  retard  it,  because  the  post 
i;s  allowed  to  dry  out  partially  between  wet  spells.  It  woula  be 
better  to  keep  it  constantly  wet. 

In  dry  sandy  regions  posts  are  sometimes  very  badly  cut  by 
drifting  sand  being  blown  against  the  wood.  This  effect  is  sometimes 
called  "  burning."    Piling  stones  around  such  posts  would,  no  doubt, 
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Fig.  4. — Fruiting  body  of  fungus,  Forties  pinicola 

be  effective  in  preventing  the  sand  cutting.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
if  results  obtained  by  the  use  of  stones  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pre- 
venting decay  will  justify  the  labor  involved. 

SETTING   IN    CONCRETE 

Setting  posts  in  concrete  may  sometimes  prevent  decay,  but  it 
can  not  be  depended  upon.  If  the  concrete  keeps  the  wood  dry  it 
will  retard  decay,  but  if  water  gets  into  the  wood,  through  some 
defect  in  the  concrete  or  in  the  wood,  the  concrete  may  retard  the 
water  drying  out  again  and  thus  hasten  decay.  This  is  an  expensive 
method  of  setting  posts  and  is  not  recommended  for  preventing 
decay. 

PROLONGING  THE  LIFE   OF  POSTS   BY   MEANS   OF  PRESERVATIVES 
REQUIREMENTS    OF    PRESERVATIVES 

There  are  six  important  requirements  for  a  preservative  for  gen- 
eral use.  It  should  be  safe  to  use,  should  be  reasonably  cheap, 
should  penetrate  wood  readily,  should  not  be  corrosive  to  metal, 
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should  not  evaporate  or  wash  out  of  the  wood  easily,  and  should  be 
poisonous  to  fungi.  For  special  purposes  there  are,  of  course, 
additional  requirements. 

VALUE  OF  VARIOUS  PRESERVATIVES 
COAL-TAB  CBEOSOTE 

Coal-tar  creosote,  which  is  a  brownish-black  heavy  oil,  practically 
insoluble  in  water,  is  in  general  use  for  preserving  fence  posts 
and  other  farm  timber.  Satisfactory  penetration  of  many  species  of 
wood  can  be  se- 
cured with  it,  and 
excellent  results 
have  been  obtained 
by  its  use.  It  is 
considered  about 
the  most  effective 
preservative 
against  decay  so 
far  developed  for 
farm  timbers  ex- 
posed to  the 
weather.  It  may 
also  be  used  for 
inside  work  wher- 
ever its  color,  odor, 
and  other  proper- 
ties are  not  objec- 
tionable. 

Coal  -  tar  creo- 
sotes vary  consid- 
erably in  quality; 
but  satisfactory 
results  may  be 
obtained  from  any 
good  grade,  pro- 
vided a  sufficient 
amount  is  put  into 
the  wood  and  a 
good  penetration 
is  secured.  Creo- 
sotes containing  a 
high  percentage  of 
oik  which  boil  at 
a  low  temperature 
are  not  so  suitable 
for  use  on  the  farm 
as  those  which  con- 
tain a  lower  per- 
centage of  these 
oils,  because  a  con- 
siderable portion 
may  evaporate 
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5. — Decay  in  top  of  fence  post  and  adjacent  stringers  dae 
to  collection  of  moisture 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8  FAEMERS'  BULLETIN    744 

during  treatment.  In  some  cases  as  much  as  one-fifth  of  the  oil  used 
has  been  lost  in  this  way.  This  loss  of  oil  by  evaporation  may  be 
largely  offset,  however,  by  the  lower  price  at  which  the  low-boiling 
creosotes  may  usuallv  be  obtained.  The  increase  in  price  which  can 
be  economically  paid  for  the  higher  boiling  creosotes  will  in  general 


Fio.  6. — Decay  in  braces  at  a  Joint  where  moisture  has  collected 

not  be  more  than  from  25  to  35  per  cent.  Generally,  when  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  creosote  is  to  be  used,  it  is  purchased  under  specifi- 
cations. If  required,  further  information  on  this  point,  as  well  as 
lists  of  manufacturers  and  dealers,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Forest 
Products  Laboratory,  Madison,  Wis, 
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OASBOUNEUMB 

Carbolineums  are  proprietary  preservatives  similar  in  appearance 
and  preservative  qualities  to  coal-tar  creosote,  but  usually  higher  in 
price.  They  are  higher  boiling  than  ordinary  coal-tar  creosotes  and 
therefore  do  not  evaporate  quite  as  rapidly  when  heated.  In  serv- 
ice tests  made  by  the  Forest  Service  on  brusn-treated  telephone  poles, 
carbolineums  have  given  about  the  same  increase  in  dxirability  as 
coal-tar  creosote. 

WOOD^AB  CBBOSOTBS 

But  little  reliable  data  upon  the  effectiveness  of  wood-tar  creosotes 
are  available,  and  until  satisfactory  service  tests  are  completed  no 
definite  recommendation  can  be  made.  The  data  thus  far  available, 
however,  indicate  that  good  results  will  be  obtained  if  the  wood 
creosote  is  of  a  high  grade. 

WATEBrGAB-TAB  CBB080TB 

Water-ffas-tar  creosote  is  an  oil  similar  in  many  ways  to  coal-tar 
creosote,  out  its  value  as  a  fence-post  preservative  has  not  been  fully 
established.  It  is  not  considerea  the  equal  of  coal-tar  creosote,  but 
will  probably  give  very  good  results  if  the  wood  is  well  treated 
with  it. 


Tar  is  not  a  good  preservative  for  farm  use ;  and,  in  general,  good 
results  have  not  been  obtained  with  it  when  applied  by  methods  that 
are  practicable  on  the  farm.  The  chief  objection  to  the  use  of  tar 
is  that  it  does  not  penetrate  the  wood  readily.  Coal  tar  and  water- 
^as  tar  are  also  much  less  poisonous  to  the  organisms  which  cause 
decay  than  is  coal-tar  creosote. 

VVTBOJJSUU   OILB 

Petroleum  oils,  as  a  rule,  are  not  poisonous  enough  to  wood-destroy- 
ing fungi  to  protect  wood  from  decay.  The  use  of  crude  petroleum, 
fuel  oil,  lubricating  oil,  and  similar  petroleum  products  is  not  recom- 
mended, therefore,  unless  they  are  mixed  with  at  least  50  per  cent  of 
coal-tar  creosote. 

CRBOSOm  MIXTUBES 

Coal-tar  creosote  is  so  destructive  to  fungi  that  it  can  be  diluted 
with  less  effective  oils  and  still  give  very  satisfactory  results.  It  is 
better  to^use  straight  creosote,  but  where  the  cost  of  creosote  is  almost 
prohibitive  economy  may  result  from  using  it  mixed  half  and  half 
with  a  suitable,  cheaper  oil.  Water-gas  tar,  water-gas-tar  creosote, 
and  gas  oil  are  suitable,  provided  they  are  clean  and  of  good  quality. 
Coal  tar,  fuel  oil,  and  crude  petroleum  are  likely  to  reduce  the  pene- 
trating' properties  of  the  creosote  and  should  be  avoided  if  more  suit- 
able oils  are  available.  They  can  be  used  successfully,  however,  with 
woods  which  are  easy  to  penetrate,  provided  sufficient  care  is  taken 
during  treatment  to  insure  deep  penetration.    Spent  crank-case  oil 
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can  probably  be  used  successfuUjr  for  mixing  with  creosote,  but  no 
experimental  evidence  concerning  its  use  is  available. 

in  mixing  oil  with  creosote  it  is  best  after  stirring  the  oils  together 
very  thoroughly  to  allow  the  mixture  to  settle  and  then  to  use  only 
the  liquid  portion.  Any  sludge  which  separates  out  should  be 
discaraed. 

ETNO   CHLOBIDE 

Zinc-chloride  solution  gives  good  results  when  proj)erly  applied 
and  used  imder  the  right  conditions.  Zinc  chloride  is  sold  in  solid 
form  or  in  a  50  or  70  per  cent  solution,  and  is  injected  into  the  wood 
in  a  solution  of  from  2  to  5  per  cent  in  water.  The  60  per  cent  solu- 
tion is  the  most  convenient  form  to  use  on  the  farm  or  in  small  plants. 
Zinc  chloride  is  much  cheaper  than  coal-tar  creosote.  On  account  of 
its  solubility  in  water  it  is  washed  out  of  wood  in  time  by  the  rain 
or  ground  water,  which  is  the  chief  objection  to  its  use,  but  this  effect 
is  usually  so  slow  that  it  does  not  prevent  the  treated  wood  from  giving 
very  good  service. 

In  general,  zinc  chloride  is  not  considered  as  satisfactory  for  farm 
timbers  as  coal-tar  creosote,  but  there  may  be  places  where  its  use  is 
advisable.  For  wood  to  be  used  indoors  zinc  chloride  may  be  satis- 
factory where  creosote  would  be  objectionable  on  account  ojc  its  strong 
odor,  dark  color,  and  because  it  can  not  be  painted  satisfactorily.  Zinc 
chloride  is  not  recommended,  however,  for  use  by  the  brush  or 
painting  method. 

SODIUM    FLXJORIDB 

Sodium  fluoride  is  a  white  powder  which,  dissolved  in  water  to 
make  a  2  to  4  per  cent  solution,  is  very  effective  in  preventing  decay. 
It  is  more  expensive  than  zinc  chloride  but  has  somewhat  similar 
properties  and  value  as  a  wood  preservative.  Sodium  fluoride  is 
moaerately  poisonous  and  should  therefore  be  handled  with  care. 

MEBOUBIO  CHIiOBIDB 

Mercuric  chloride  (corrosive  sublimate)  is  a  white  powder  which 
makes  a  very  effective  wood  preservative  when  dissolved  in  water. 
It  has  been  successfully  used  in  wood-preserving  plants,  especially  in 
Europe,  for  many  years.  Because  it  is  a  deadly  poison  and  is  also 
corrosive  to  iron  and  steel,  mercuric  chloride  can  not  be  recommended 
for  general  use.    . 

PAINT,  LINSEED  OIL,  WHITEWASH 

Good  results  in  preventing  decay  can  not,  in  general,  be  expected 
from  paint,  linseed  oil,  whitewash,  or  similar  materials  when  used 
on  fence  posts  or  other  timbers  in  contact  with  the  ground.  They 
do  not  penetrate  the  wood  deeply,  and  as  a  rule  are  not  poisonous 
to  wood-destroying  fungi.^  It  is  sometimes  believed  that  they  can 
prevent  decay  by  preventing  the  entrance  of  fungi  or  moisture  into 
the  wood,  but  thi^  belief  is  not  well  founded.  Wood  is  seldom 
painted  on  all  sides,  so  it  is  usually  possible  for  fungus  to  enter  throuffh 
an  unpainted  part.  Furthermore,  whenever  the  painted  film  cracks 
or  peels  off,  fungus  can  enter.    Experiments  have  shown,  also,  that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


PRESERVATIVE   TREATMENT  OP  FARM   TIMBERS  11 

faint  films  do  not  prevent  moisture  changes,  but  merely  retard  them, 
t  is  quite  common  to  see  wood  decaying  beneath  a  coat  of  paint. 
(Figs.  5  and  7.) 


Fia.  7. — PalDted  post  decayed  at  the  ground  line 

CEMENT  CX)ATINQS 

Posts  have  sometimes  been  dipped  in  thin  cement  and  allowed 
to  dry,  leaving  a  coat  of  cement  over  the  surface  of  the  wood.    Such 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


12  FARMERS'  BULLETIN  744 

a  coating  will  not  keep  out  water  and  is  easily  cracked  or  broken 
off.  Good  results  in  preventing  decay  can  not  be  expected  from  this 
treatment.  Experience  with  mine  timbers  has  shown  that  even  thick 
coatings  of  cement  applied  with  a  powerful  air  spray  do  not  prevent 
decay. 

PATENTED  OR  PBOPRIETABT  PRESERVATIVES 

Patented  preservatives,  or  those  sold  under  trade  names  bearing 
labels  which  do  not  disclose  the  composition  of  the  preservative,  are 
sometimes  of  good  and  sometimes  of  doubtful  value.  Excessive  claims 
are  often  made  for  their  effectiveness  even  when  applied  by  verv 
superficial  methods  and  they  are  often  sold  at  unnecessarily  high 
prices.  It  is  best  for  the  average  farmer,  therefore,  before  purchas- 
ing a  patented  preservative  to  secure  advice  from  his  local  county 


Fig.  8. — Treated  pine  tie.     The  light  streak  shows  where  penetration  has 
been  retarded  by  a  strip  of  bark 

agent,  agricultural  experiment  station,  or  other  State  authority,  or 
from  the  United  States  Forest  Products  Laboratory. 

PREPARING  POSTS  FOR  TREATMENT 

Only  sound  posts  are  fit  for  treatment.  If  decay  has  made  a  start 
it  is  not  always  entirely  stopped  by  the  treatment,  but  may  continue 
beneath  the  treated  wood  until  the  interior  of  the  post  is  destroyed. 
The  first  thing  to  consider,  then,  is  the  selection  of  sound  wood. 

PEELING 

All  timber  should  be  peeled  before  the  preservative  is  applied. 
In  peeling  posts  of  pine,  cedar,  and  other  coniferous  woods  care 
should  be  taken  to  remove  the  thin  inner  bark  from  the  part  of  the 
post  that  is  to  be  treated.  Even  small  patches  of  this  bark  often 
prevent  penetration  by  the  preservative,     (Fig.  8.)     When  the  bark 
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drops  off,  a  patch  of  untreated  or  poorly  treated  wood  is  exposed,  and 
the  opportunity  is  offered  for  decay  to  enter.  The  effectiveness  of 
the  treatment  depends  on  maintaining  an  unbroken  area  of  treated 
wood  entirely  around  the  post.  In  some  of  the  hard  woods  strips 
of  bark  do  not  retard  penetration  so  seriously,  but  it  is  safest  to  peel 
all  posts  regardless  of  species. 

BBVBLINO  TOPS 

Beveling  the  tops  of  posts  to  a  sharp  edg;e,  so  that  snow  and  water 
can  readily  drain  off,  is  held  by  some  to  increase  the  durability  of 
the  tops.  Theoreticallv  this  is  a  good  practice,  but  there  seems  to  be 
little  definite  proof  that  it  resmts  in  an  appreciable  increase  in 
durability. 

6BAS0NINO 

In  order  to  obtain  the  best  absorption  and  penetration  of  preserva- 
tive the  posts  must  be  seasoned  before  treatment.  The  water  must 
come  out  of  the  wood  to  make  room  for  the  preservative  to  go  in. 
Furthermore,  wood  treated  green  is  likely  to  cneck  open  after  treat- 
ment, exposing  untreated  wood.  Seasoned  wood  which  has  been 
wet  by  recent  rains  is  not  in  good  condition  to  treat. 

The  best  place  for  rapid  seasoning  is  an  exposed  location  on  high, 
well-drainea  ground.  On  damp  or  low  ground  or  near  a  stream 
seasoning  will  take  place  much  more  slowly,  and  the  wood  will  never 
get  quite  so  dry.  If  properly  piled  in  a  good  location,  posts  will 
usually  season  sufficiently  for  treatment  in  from  60  to  90  days  of 
good  seasoning  weather.  In  exceptional  cases  they  have  been  known 
to  season  in  a  month. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  determine  from  its  appearance  whether 
timber  is  sufficiently  seasoned  or  not.  By  weigning  a  few  repre- 
sentative posts  at  regular  intervals  it  is  possible  to  determine  the 
degree  of  seasoning  very  closely.  When  an  ordinary  sized  post 
properly  piled  for  seasoning  does  not  lose  more  than  a  pound  or 
two  in  weight  during  a  weeK  of  dry  weather  it  may  be  considered 
dry  enough  to  treat. 

PHJNO 

The  posts  should  be  open  piled,  so  that  the  air  will  circulate 
freely  around  each  one.  The  bottom  of  the  pile  should  be  raised 
at  least  a  foot  from  the  ground.  Figure  9  illustrates  a  good  method 
of  piling.  Another  method,  but  somewhat  less  desirable  because 
one  end  of  each  post  is  on  the  ground,  is  illustrated  in  Figures 
10  and  11.  If  the  p'ound  is  dry,  the  posts  can  be  seasoned  where 
they  are  cut  by  laying  them  upon  rocks  or  brush,  or  keeping  them 
off  the  grouna  in  any  other  way.  Posts  should  never  be  piled  in 
close  piles  or  allowed  to  lie  on  the  ground ;  for  under  such  condi- 
tions they  will  frequently  start  to  decay  before  they  are  seasoned. 
(Fig.  12.) 

CHBOKINO 

Some  woods,  such  as  oak  and  chestnut,  check  very  badly  when 
dried  too  rapidly.    It  is  well,  if  possible,  to  cut  and  peel  such 
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Fig.  d. — A  good  way  to  season  posts. 

timber  in  the  fall  or  winter,  so  that  by  the  time  warm  weather 
comes  it  will  be  partially  seasoned.  The  pines,  firs,  and  other  conif- 
erous woods  are  usually  not  affected  so  seriously  as  the  oaks  by 
rapid  seasoning.  In  seasoning  woods  which  are  likely  to  check  se- 
verely it  will  be  helpful  to  make  the  seasoning  piles  in  partial  shade 
and  to  paint  the  end  surfaces  of  the  posts. 


Fia.  10.- 


-Anothpr  method  of  pUiog  posts  to   season, 
shown  in  Figure  9 


Not  so  satisfactory  as  that 
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TIME  OF  CUmNO 

The  time  of  year  when  posts  are  cut  is  not  of  great  importance 
if  they  are  properly  cared  for  after  cutting.  The  bark  peels  best 
in  the  spring  and  early  simimer,  which  is  an  advantage,  but  season- 
ing in  the  summer  is  likely  to  be  so  rapid  that  it  may  result  in 


Fig.  11. — Seasoning  against  a  stump 


severe  checking.  In  warm  weather,  wood  improperly  piled  may 
very  quickly  start  to  rot.  Timber  cut  in  the  late  fail  or  winter, 
seasons  more  slowly,  as  a  rule,  and  with  less  checking  than  during 
the  warmer  months.    Fungi  and  insects  do  not  attack  wood  out  of 


Fio.  12. — A  close  pile.     A  poor  way  to  pile  posts  for  seasoning 

doors  in  cold  weather,  and  by  the  time  warm  weather  begins  the 
wood,  if  peeled,  usually  has  dried  sufficiently  to  withstand  their 
attack. 

METHODS    OF    APPLYING    PRESERVATIVES 

The  methods  of  applying  preservatives  to  wood  differ  consider- 
ably in  character,  cost,  and  enectiveness. 
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FBE8SUBE  PBOCS88E8 


Impregnation  under  pressure  is  the  most  satisfactory  means  of 
injecting  preservatives  into  wood.  The  various  pressure  processes 
differ  in  details,  but  the  general  principle  is  the  same  in  all.  The 
wood  is  placed  in  steel  cars  and  rim  into  a  long  steel  cylinder.  This 
is  closed  and  the  preservative  is  pumped  in.  Pressure  is  then  applied 
imtil  the  desired  quantity  of  preservative  has  been  absorbed  ^  the 
wood.  There  are  about  135  wood-preserving  plants  in  the  United 
States  using  pressure  processes,  and  millions  of  gallons  of  coal-tar 
creosote,  zinc-chloride  solution,  and  mixtures  of  the  two  are  used  each 
year.  It  would  be  well  for  anyone  living  within  reach  of  such  a 
plant  to  consider  having  his  timber  treated  there,  if  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements can  be  made ;  for  a  good  pressure  treatment  will  usually 
be  more  effective  than  any  treatment  that  can  be  made  on  the  farm. 

It  is  now  possible  in  many  localities  to  purchase  pressure-creosoted 
posts  at  retail  lumber  jrards.  As  a  rule  these  posts  are  well  treated 
and  will  give  very  satisfactory  service.  The  practicability  of  using 
them  should  be  considered  before  deciding  to  make  treatments  at 
home. 

THE  HOT  AND  COLD  BATH  PBOCES8  FOB  OttS 

The  hot  and  cold  bath  open-tank  process  is  the  most  thorough 
method  of  treatment  that  is  practicable  on  the  farm.  The  posts  are 
heated  for  one  or  more  hours  in  the  preservative  (usually  coal-tar 
creosote)  at  a  temperature  of  from  180°  to  220°  F.  They  are  then 
quickly  transferrea  to  a  tank  of  preservative  having  a  temperature 
of  about  100°,  and  are  left  there  for  one  hour  or  more.  In  the  hot 
bath  the  air  and  moisture  in  the  wood  expand  and  are  partially 
driven  out.  When  the  wood  is  plunged  into  the  cool  oil  the  air  and 
moisture  in  the  wood  contract  and  draw  in  the  oil.  Except  for  a 
few  very  easily  treated  woods,  there  is  little  absorption  of  on  by  the 
wood  during  the  hot  bath.  Instead  of  a  separate  tank  being  used 
for  the  cool  bath,  the  heating  of  the  oil  in  the  hot  bath  may  be 
stopped  and  the  wood  and  the  oil  allowed  to  cool  together.  This 
accomplishes  the  same  purpose  as  the  cool  bath;  but  a  longer  time 
is  required  because  the  hot  oil  cools  very  slowly.  The  single-timk 
treatment  is  particularly  suitable  for  heavy  posts  or  poles  whidi 
can  not  be  easily  transferred  from  one  tank  to  the  other.  It  can 
sometimes  be  used  to  advanta^  also  by  heating  for  two  or  three 
hours  early  in  the  morning  or  m  the  evening  and  allowing  the  posts 
to  cool  all  day  or  all  ni^ht.  This  will  make  it  possible  to  carry  on 
the  treatment  without  interference  with  the  regular  work  oi  the 
farm.  The  posts  may  be  treated  more  rapidly,  lio we ver,  by  using 
the  two  tanks. 

It  is  desirable  in  the  hot  and  cold  bath  treatment  to  have  the  sap- 
wood  penetrated  all  the  way  through  by  the  oil.  This  is  sometimes 
very  difficult  to  accomplish,  however,  or  requires  too  much  oil,  and 
a  shallower  penetration  must  then  be  accepted.  A  penetration  of 
from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  should  give  very  good  re- 
sults.   Even  lifter  penetrations,  though  they  are  not  as  effective, 
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will  probably  give  sufficient  protection  to  more  than  repay  the  cost 
and  inconvenience  of  treating.  The  treatment  should  extend  far 
enough  up  the  post  so  that  at  least  6  inches  of  treated  wood  will  be 
above  the  ground  line  when  the  post  is  set.  During  the  cooling 
period  the  absorption  of  oil  by  the  posts  will  lower  the  height  oi 
the  oil  in  the  tank.  Care  ^oula,  therefore,  be  taken  to  see  that  there 
is  always  enough  oil  in  the  tank  to  keep  the  oil  to  the  proper  height 
on  the  posts. 

The  length  of  time  the  wood  is  held  in  the  hot  and  cold  baths 
should  be  determined  by  the  penetration  obtained  and  the  amount 
of  oil  absorbed.  The  most  efficient  treatment  is  the  one  that  gives 
the  greatest  penetration  with  a  moderate  absorption  of  oil.  The 
depth  of  penetration  may  be  determined  by  boring  a  small  hole 
in  the  treated  wood  at  the  point  where  the  ground  line  will  be. 
This  hole  should  be  tightly  plugged  with  a  creosoted  plug  before 
the  post  is  set.  The  reason  tor  taking  the  depth  of  penetration  at 
the  groimd  line  is  that  this  is  the  pomt  at  which  decay  is  usually 
most  severe,  and  therefore  the  point  at  which  depth  of  treatment 
is  most  important. 

Ordinarily  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  leave  the  posts  in  the  hot 
bath  over  tnree  hours,  and  with  many  woods  a  much  shorter  time 
may  give  good  results.  The  same  is  true  of  the  cold  bath.  If  the 
penetration  of  oil  is  not  sufficient,  either  the  time  of  the  hot  or  the 
cold  bath  should  be  lengthened.  If  the  penetration  is  satisfactory, 
but  too  much  oil  is  absorbed,  the  time  of  the  cold  or  cooling  bath 
should  be  shortened.  Green  or  partly  seasoned  posts  or  po^  wet 
from  recent  rains  require  a  much  longer  time  for  the  hot  bath  than 
seasoned,  dry  posts.  The  amount  or  oil  absorbed  per  post'  will 
vary  with  the  kind  of  wood  and  the  size  of  the  post.  In  general, 
it  snould  be  between  four-tenths  and  six-tenths  of  a  gallon  for  a  post 
6  to  6  inches  in  diameter.  The  objection  to  higher  absorptions  is  the 
greater  cost  for  oil. 

During  the  heating  period  the  temperature  of  the  creosote  should 
be  kept  as  nearly  constant  as  possible,  or,  still  better,  it  should  be  al- 
lowed to  increase  very  slowly.  If  it  can  be  avoided,  the  temperature 
should  not  be  allowed  to  fluctuate.  Temperatures  between  200°  and 
220°  F.  are  satisfactory.  For  timber  which  treats  very  easily  180° 
may  prove  high  enough.  The  temperature  should  not  be  allowed 
to  go  above  220°,  as  some  of  the  oil  is  lost  by  evaporation  at  high 
temperatures.  There  is  also  danger  that  the  oil  will  boil  over  the 
sides  of  the  tank  if  the  temperature  gets  too  high.  The  "  cold  "  bath 
should  be  warm  enough  to  thin  the  oil  thoroughly.  A  temperature 
of  100°  will  usually  be  found  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

Various  woods  differ  so  in  their  susceptibility  to  treatment  that 
a  general  rule  for  treating  can  not  be  given.  In  Table  1,  however, 
are  shown  the  results  obtained  in  some  experiments  with  a  number 
of  kinds  of  wood. 

*  In  purchasing  oil  It  should  be  remembered  that  in  addition  to  the  oil  absorbed  some 
on  wiU  be  left  in  the  tank  after  the  last  posts  are  removed.  The  quantity  wiU  depend  on 
the  tiize  of  the  tanlc,  but  will  be  enough  to  fill  the  tank  to  a  depth  of  about  IH  to  2  feet 
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Table  1. — Results  secured  in  the  treatment  of  various  tooods 
[All  posts  were  round,  peeled,  and  seasoned] 


Bpedes 


Absorp- 
tion per 
5-inoh 
post 


Penetration 


2  feet 
from 
butt 


2feet 
from 
top 


Single-tank  treatment 


BuU 


Hot 
oU 


Cooling 
oU 


Top 


Double-tank 
treatment 


Hot 
oil 


CoM 

ofl 


Ash,  white 

Basswood 

Bay,  sweet 

Beech 

Birch,  river 

Butternut 

Elm,  American 

Elm,  slippery 

Oum,  black 

Qum,red 

Gum,  tupelo 

Hickory,  bittemut 

Maple,  red 

Maple,  sugar 

Oak,  pin 

Oak,  red 

Pine,  loblolly 

Pine,  lodgepole 

Pine,  pitch 

Pine,  Virginia 

Pine,  shortleaf 

Pine,  western  yellow «... 

Poplar,  white 

Poplar,  3rellow 

Sycamore 

willow,  European  white 


OalU. 

a 


In. 
0.i 

.1 

.4 
1.0 

.7 
«.5 
«.4 
«.8 

.6 
1.0 

.6 

.5 
1.0 

.2 
U.0 
«.5 
1.6 
1.2 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 


.5 
.4 
1.0 
.6 


In. 


Hrt. 


a05 
.2 
.4 
.3 


Hrt, 
12 


Dipped 


H.  min. 


H,\ 


.1 
.8 
.3 
.8 


» 
» 
4ft 


.3 
.1 
.6 
.8 
1.0 
.6 
.3 
.4 


12 


Dipped  1 


30 


4 
8 
1 
1 
1    30 

1  30 
8 

3 
8 

2  80 

6 
2 
1 
4 


1 
1 

1 

a 

1 
1 
s 

12 


45 
45 


1  Dipped  for  5  minutes  or  more. 

s  Width  of  sapwood.    Penetration  limited  by  impenetrable  heart. 

>  Average  results  from  0,000  posts. 

<  Requires  especially  thorough  seasoning. 

It  may  be  noted  that  most  of  the  posts  in  Table  1  were  given  ^ 
light  top  treatment  in  addition  to  the  butt  treatment.  This  is 
strongly  recommended  except  in  regions  where  experience  has  shown 
that  the  upper  parts  of  the  posts  do  not  decay  in  service.  Top  treat- 
ment does  not  seem  to  be  very  important  throughout  the  high  regions 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  States,  but  in  experiments  with  butt-treated 
posts  or  poles  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country  the  untreated  tops 
have  often  rotted  while  the  treated  parts  remained  in  good  condition. 

There  are  two  methods  of  giving  the  tojj  a  light  treatment.  In  one 
method  the  cold  tank  is  made  long  enough  to  hold  the  posts  lying  full 
length.  In  this  case  when  the  posts  are  transferred  to  the  cold  tank 
they  are  entirely  submerged  in  the  oil.  This  results  in  a  compara- 
tively heavy  absorption  m  the  butts,  which  have  been  heated!,  but 
only  a  light  absorption  in  the  tops.  Another  method  is  to  complete 
the  butt  treatment  of  the  posts  first,  and  then  turn  them  upside  down 
in  a  tank  of  hot  oil  and  allow  them  to  remain  for  a  few  minutes. 
The  oil  should  be  deep  enough  in  the  tank  to  cover  all  the  post  not 
treated  before.  If  this  is  not  possible,  a  swab  should  be  used  to  souse 
the  oil  all  over  the  wood  not  previously  submerged.  The  swab  can 
be  made  by  tjdng  a  piece  of  burlap  on  a  stick.  Particular  care  should 
be  taken  to  fill  all  cnecks  and  cracks  with  the  oil. 

A  more  thorough  method  would  be  to  submerge  the  entire  post 
during  both  the  hot  bath  and  the  cold  bath.    This  would  maKe  a 
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more  durable  post,  but  the  absorption  of  oil  would  probably  be  more 
than  double,  and  it  is  doubtful  that  the  additional  expense  would 
generally  be  justified. 

Sometimes,  in  seasoning,  the  outer  surface  of  the  wood  becomes 
hard  and  has  a  glazed  appearance.  This  effect  is  called  "  caseharden- 
ing,"  and  it  may  seriously  retard  penetration  by  the  oil.  Before 
treatment,  such  a  hardened  surface  should  be  shaved  off  with  a  draw- 
shave  for  about  8  inches  above  and  12  to  15  inches  below  the  ground 
line.     The  rest  of  the  butt  need  not  be  shaved. 

After  treatment  it  is  a  good  plan  to  stand  the  posts  upside  down. 
This  allows  any  excess  oil  m  the  butts  to  flow  toward  the  top  and  stay 
in  the  wood,  instead  of  dripping  on 
the  ground.  They  should  not  be 
left  in  this  position  more  than  a  few 
weeks,  especially  if  the  tops  are  un- 
treated, as  decay  may  start  in  the 
part  which  touches  tne  ground. 

APPARATUS    FOB    HOT    AND    COLD    BATH 
TMLKTINO 

The  essential  parts  of  the  appa- 
ratus for  general  farm  use  are  one 
or  two  tanks  (depending  on  whether 
the  hot  and  cold  or  hot  and  cooling 
method  is  used),  a  thermometer, 
and  some  means  of  heating. 

The  chief  requirements  of  the 
tanks  are:  (1)  That  they  shall  be 
strong  enough  to  hold  the  weight 
of  the  oil  and  the  posts;  (2)  that 
they  shall  not  leak;  (3)  that  they 
shall  be  deep  enough,  so  that  the 
surface  of  tne  oil  will  be  a  foot 
or  more  below  the  top  of  the  tank 
during    treatment;    and     (4)    that 

they  may  be  readily  heated.  Any  fiq.  13. — ^Treating  plant  mado  from  two 
metal  tank  of  convenient  size  which  ?tiucthr^aifeTotTom"''^"'  "'  ''"' 
will  satisfy  these  requirements  will 

do.  Wooden  tanks  or  barrels  will  not  do  unless  lined  with  metal, 
because  they  leak  too  much  when  oil  is  heated  in  them.  The  heating 
may  be  accomplished  by  a  fire  beneath  the  tank  or  by  means  of  steam 
coils.  If  an  open  fire  is  used,  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  oij 
from  slopping  over  the  side  of  the  tank  and  taking  fire.  This  is 
the  reason  for  having  the  surface  of  the  oil  a  foot  below  the  top  of 
the  tank.  Though  the  oil  is  not  dangerously  inflammable,  and  ordi- 
nary care  will  prevent  trouble,  carelessness  may  result  in  the  loss 
of  the  oil  and  the  posts.  The  treatment  should  be  made,  of  course, 
in  a  situation  where  an  accidental  fire  will  not  endanger  any  build- 
ings, crops,  or  other  valuable  property. 

In  Figure  13  is  shown  a  plant  made  from  110-gallon  oil  drums  by 
cutting  out  one  head  of  each  drum.  A  50-gallon  drum  is  not  suitable 
because  it  is  too  short.    In  order  to  keep  the  posts  from  floating  in 
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the  oil,  it  is  well  in  a  plant  of  this  kind  to  use  a  false  bottom  in  each 
drum,  such  as  is  shown  in  the. illustration.  This  can  readily  be  made 
out  oi  the  heads  cut  from  the  drums,  or  ismy  flat  piece  of  iron,  by 
riveting  on  strips  of  iron  through  which  several  screws  protrude 
from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  The  screws  stick  into  the 
posts  and  keep  them  from  moving  about  and  floating  in  the  oil. 


Fig.  14. — Heavy  iron  tank  with  brick  fire  box 

Figure  14  shows  a  more  permanent  type  of  plant,  in  which  the  tank 
is  made  of  comparatively  heavy  metal  and  is  surrounded  by  a  brick 
fire  box. 

Figure  15  shows  a  plant  built  for  treating  the  entire  post,  giving  a 
heavy  butt  treatment  and  a  light  top  treatment.  The  horizontal  tank 
is  8  feet  long,  3  feet  wide,  and  3  feet  deep ;  the  round  tank,  about  3 
feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  deep.  The  pole  and  stand  shown  are  for 
use  with  the  mortised  board  shown  in  the  rear,  to  hold  the  posts  under 
the  oil  during  the  cold  bath. 

In  Figure  16  the  details  of  construction  of  the  tanks  used  in  one 
experimental  plant  are  shown.    This  was  a  portable  plant  heated  by 
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steam  from  the  boiler  of  a  threshing  engine.  Between  the  steam 
pipes  in  the  bottom  of  the  tanks  strips  of  2-iiich  lumber  studded 
with  screws  were  placed  and  firmly  wired  to  the  pipes.  The  points 
of  the  screws  projected  about  three-fouilhs  of  an  inch  above  the 
wood  and  served  to  keep  the  posts  from  sliding  about.  Without  the 
screws  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  put  a  full  charge  of  posts 
into  the  tank.  On  both  sides  of  each  tank,  about  18  inches  from  the 
top,  2  by  12  inch  planks  were  suspended  by  means  of  H  .  rshaped 
irons  which  hooked  over  the  sides  of  the  tanks.  This  made  a  very 
satisfactory  working  platform.  Since  the  tanks  were  made  of 
rather  thin  sheet  metal,  they  were  strengthened  by  surrounding 
them  with  crates  or  frames  of  2-inch  lumber.  The  capacity  of  the 
tanks  was  from  40  to  105  posts  per  charge,  depending  on  the  size 


Fio.  16. — Experimental  outfit  heated  by  steam.     The  rectangular  horlzonta^  tank  Is  for 

the  cold  bath 

and  shape  of  the  posts.  The  total  cost  of  the  tanks  (pre-war  prices) 
was  about  $280. 

Figures  13  to  16  show  only  a  few  varieties  of  treating  outfits  that 
might  be  employed.  Secondhand  tanks  of  various  kin&  which  will 
be  entirely  satisfactory  may  often  be  bought  very  cheaplv.  A  good 
tank  can  be  made  by  welding  a  bottom  into  a  piece  oi  large  cor- 
rugated-iron culvert  pipe  and  making  the  side  seam  tight.  Tanks 
of  sheet  metal  too  thin  to  stand  rough  usage  can  be  strengthened 
by  boxing  them  in  with  suitable  frames. 

The  number  of  posts  to  be  treated  should  determine  the  character 
of  the  plant  used.  If  only  a  few  posts  are  to  be  treated,  a  simple 
plant  similar  to  that  shown  in  Figure  la  is  most  suitable.  For  a 
large  number  of  posts  or  timbers  of  other  kinds,  more  elaborate 
apparatus  is  advisable,  such  as  that  shown  in  Figure  16,  or  perhaps 
a  stationary  plant  with  steam  boiler,  storage  tanks,  oil  pumps,  a 
derrick  for  lifting  the  timber,  and  other  equipment.     In  any  Kind 
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of  a  plant  the  operator  must  provide  platforms  and  other  means  of 
handling  the  posts  to  the  best  advantage. 

It  may  prove  of  advantage  sometimes  for  a  number  of  farmers 
to  cooperate  in  the  erection  of  a  permanent  plant  of  this  kind  or 


HtstAM/nsr  rMi/f  ^jm 


f2-s'l-^"^ 


^(f4/MO   /fWA'-^T'AX/J 


rir-Ti--A---A-:3r-.  JJLJ  M -Xd 


FiQ.  16. — Details  of  couHtruction  of  tanks  for  portable  plant 

a  portable  plant,  such  as  that  shown  in  Figure  16.  Such  a  plaBt 
could  either  be  loaned  to  eacli  of  the  coopemtors  in  turn  to  treat 
his  own  timber  or  it  could  be  placed  in  charge  of  an  operating  crew 
of  two  or  three  men  who  would  make  aU  the  treatments. 
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HOT  AND  CCtt.D  BATH  TREATMENT  WITH  WATEE  SOLUTIONS 

Although  the  hot  and  cold  bath  method  is  especially  suitable  for 
oils,  it  may,  with  proper  precautions,  also  be  used  with  preservatives 
such  as  zinc  chloride  and  sodium  fluoride  which  are  dissolved  in 
water.  The  apparatus  and  the  general  method  of  treating  are  the 
same,  whether  oils  or  water  solutions  are  used.  The  chief  differ- 
ence is  that  with  water  solutions  the  strength  of  the  solutions  must 
be  watched  and  corrected  from  time  to  time  by  the  addition  of 
water  or  chemical.  This  so  complicates  the  treating  that  anyone 
not  familiar  with  the  use  of  hydrometers  will  find  the  use  of  oils 
more  convenient  and  simple.  A  solution  strength  of  about  5  per 
cent  is  recommended  for  zinc  chloride.  For  sodium  fluoride  a  314 
per  cent  solution  is  recommended,  since  this  chemical  is  not  soluble 
enough  to  make  much  stronger  solutions.  With  either  the  zinc 
chloride  or  the  sodium  fluoride  the  wood  should  be  made  to  absorb 
all  the  solution  it  can. 

THE  DIPPING  PROCESS 

The  dipping  process  is  considered  suitable  only  for  preservatives 
of  an  oily  nature.  The  wood  is  simply  heated  in  oil  at  from  200  to 
to  220°  F.  for  from  5  to  15  minutes  or  longer.  This  allows  all  checks 
and  defects  to  become  filled  with  oil,  but  the  penetration  and  absorp- 
tion of  oil  are  usually  slight.  On  account  of  the  small  amount  of 
oil  used  and  the  large  number  of  posts  that  can  be  treated  in  a  day, 
it  is  much  cheaper  than  hot  and  cold  bath  treatment,  but  it  is  also 
much  less  effective.  Under  no  circumstances  should  any  but  thor- 
oughly peeled,  well-seasoned  timber  be  used.  Unseasoned  wood,  or 
that  which  is  wet  with  snow  or  rain,  is  not  suitable  because  the  oil 
will  not  penetrate  it  readily.  In  very  cold  weather  a  longer  time  in 
the  hot  oil  will  be  required  to  get  the  wood  warm.  The  treatment 
should  extend  at  least  6  inches  above  the  ground  line. 

The  apparatus  for  dipping  consists  of  a  tank,  a  thermometer,  and 
some  means  of  heating.  Generally,  it  will  be  advisable  to  use  a  com- 
parativelv  small  tank  in  order  that  there  will  not  be  a  large  amount 
of  oil  left  over  after  the  last  posts  have  been  treated. 

THE  STEEPING  PROCESS 

The  steeping  process  is  used  with  water  solutions  only.  It  con- 
sists in  simply  soaking  the  well-seasoned  wood  for  a  week  or  more 
in  a  tank  of  unheated  preservative  solution.  If  the  time  is  very 
limited  the  wood  may  be  removed  after  two  or  three  days,  but  soak- 
ing periods  of  one  week  or  even  two  weeks  are  better.  The  wood 
should  be  kept  submerged  during  the  whole  period  and  the  tank 
should  be  covered,  if  possible,  to  keep  out  rain  and  to  reduce  evapora- 
tion. For  zinc  chloride  5  per  cent  and  for  sodium  fluoride  3Mi  per 
cent  solutions  are  recommended. 

Detailed  instructions  for  preparing  solutions  and  treating  by 
the  steeping  process  may  be  obtained  from  the  Forest  Products 
Laboratory. 

BRUSH    TREATMENT    WITH    CREOSOTE 

Brush  treatment  or  painting  is  considered  suitable  for  creosote 
or  carbolineums  only  and  consists  in  applying  two  coats  of  the  pre- 
servative to  the  wood.  The  oil  should  be  heated  to  from  200°  to  220° 
F.  and  flooded  over  the  wood  rather  than  painted  upon  it.    If  the 
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preservative  is  thoroughly  liquid  it  may  be  used  without  heating, 
but  it  is  better  when  hot.  Especial  care  should  be  taken  to  fill  every 
check  and  defect  in  the  wood,  and  the  first  coat  should  be  allowed  to 
dry  completely  before  the  second  coat  is  applied.  The  advantage 
of  the  painting  method  over  the  others  is  the  small  amount  of 
preservative  it  requires  and  its  cheapness  and  simplicity.  No  excess 
of  preservative  need  be  left  over  after  the  last  post  is  treated.  It 
is  also  of  value  in  treating  portions  of  large  sticks  which  can  not 
readily  be  tank  treated  and  in  treating  timber  at  joints  and  all 
points  of  contact  where  decay  is  liable  to  occur.  Its  disadvantage 
is  that  it  usually  adds  less  to  the  durability  than  dipping,  hot  and 
cold  bath^  or  pressure  treatment. 

Like  dipping,  the  painting  method  is  most  suitable  for  use  on 
peeled,  thorougnly  seasoned,  and  dry  timber.  It  is  best  to  use  it 
m  warm  weather ;  for  in  cold  weather,  when  the  hot  cresote  touches 
the  cold  wood,  it  immediately  cools  and  does  not  penetrate  readily. 

The  apparatus  for  brush  treatment  consists  of  a  large  kettle  or 
pail  of  some  kind  to  heat  the  oil  in,  a  smaller  pail  to  paint  from,  and 
a  wire-bound,  long-handled  paintbrush.  A  small  sort  broom  might 
be  substituted  for  the  paintbrush  if  desired.  If  a  thermometer  is 
available,  it  can  be  usea  to  advantage.  If  none  can  be  had,  the  oil 
should  be  heated  very  hot  but  not  to  boiling.  Care  should  be  exercised 
to  prevent  the  oil  from  boiling  over  and  taking  fire. 

Ordinarily  the  oil  is  heated  over  an  open  fire,  but  where  a  large 
amount  of  work  is  to  be  done,  or  the  work  is  widely  distributed,  it 
may  be  found  advantageous  to  use  a  special  oil  heater,  such  as  is 
shown  in  Figure  17.  The  heat  is  supplied  by  a  gasoline  blowtorch  and 
a  thermometer  is  used  to  regulate  the  temperature.  The  pail  is  made 
detachable  so  that  one  or  more  can  be  in  use  while  another  is  heating. 
The  construction  of  the  heater  is  simple,  and  it  can  be  made  by  any 
competent  tinner. 

CARE    OP    TIMBER    AFTER    TREATMENT 

The  effectiveness  of  any  of  the  methods  of  treatment  which  have 
been  described  is  dependent  upon  keeping  an  unbroken  layer  of 
treated  wood  over  the  entire  treated  surface. 

Care  should  be  exercised  in  handling  treated  timber  so  that  the 
treated  wood  is  not  scraped  away  or  otherwise  injured  and  untreated 
wood  thereby  exposed. 

Treated  timber  should  never  be  cut  if  it  can  be  avoided.  All  sawing 
and  framing  should  be  done,  if  possible,  before  treatment.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  saw  after  treatment,  the  exposed  untreated  wood  should 
be  painted  with  several  coats  of  hot  creosote  before  it  is  put  in  place. 

If  butt-treated  posts  or  other  timbers  of  which  onfy  a  part  is 
treated  are  not  to  De  used  for  some  time,  they  should  be  open  piled 
after  treatment.  If  they  are  close-piled  or  allowed  to  he  on  the 
ground  for  a  considerable  len^h  of  time,  decay  is  likely  to  start  in 
the  untreated  parts.  If  the  timber  is  treated  all  over,  it  should  be 
close-piled,  but  the  pile  should  be  raised  off  the  ground. 

In  setting  treated  posts,  poles,  and  other  timbers  ^eat  care  should 
be  used  to  avoid  setting  them  too  deep.  At  least  6  inches  of  treated 
wood,  and  more,  if  convenient,  should  extend  above  the  ground  after 
the  posts  are  set.  Where  this  precaution  has  not  been  observed  the 
posts  have  sometimes  decayed  above  the  treated  part. 
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ADAPTABILITY   TO    TREATMENT 

As  is  shown  in  Table  1.  some  species  of  wood  are  much  easier  to 
treat  than  others;  and  wnenever  there  is  a  choice  between  several 
species  this  fact  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 

In  general,  the  pines  are  very  easy  to  treat.  Other  woods  which 
have  been  found  to  £reat  very  readily  in  the  form  of  round  posts  are 
beech,  river  birch,  the  gums,  pin  oak,  red  oak,  and  svcamore.  Many 
other  species,  however,  can  be  successfully  treated;  and,  in  fact, 
almost  any  kind  of  nondurable  wood  can  be  improved  by  proper 
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Pio.  17. — Creosote  heater  for  brush  treating 

treatment.    Treatment  will  also  greatly  improve  many  of  the  species 
having  durable  heartwood  and  nondurable  sapwood. 

In  most  woods  the  sapwood  treats  much  more  easily  than  the 
heartwood.  In  very  few  species  can  a  satisfactory  penetration  be 
obtained  in  the  heartwood  hj  tJhe  hot  and  cold  bath  process.  In 
general,  therefore,  a  more  uniform  and  satisfactory  treatment  can 
be  obtained  in  round  posts,  of  which  the  entire  outer  surface  is  sap- 
wood,  than  in  split  or  sawed  posts,  in  which  heartwood  is  necessarily 
exposed.  Among  the  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  eastern  hemlock,  in 
which  the  sapwood  is  as  diflScult  to  penetrate  as  the  heartwood,  and 
sycamore,  in  which  the  heartwood  is  readily  treated. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


26 


FARMERS'  BULLETIN    744 


In  some  localities  there  are  considerable  amounts  of  standing  dead 
timber  which  has  been  killed  bv  fire,  insects,  or  some  tree  disease, 
and  which  is  still  sound.  For  the  most  part  this  timber  can  be  suc- 
cessfully treated.  Such  timber,  if  it  is  entirely  free  from  decay  and 
not  seriously  injured  by  wood  borers,  is  practically  as  good  as  live 
timber  and  is  well  adapted  to  treatment  because  already  more  or 
less  seasoned.  It  makes  good  material  for  posts,  poles,  and  many 
other  of  the  common  forms  in  which  wood  is  used.  Blight-killed 
chestnut  and  fire  and  insect-killed  lodgepole  pine  are  in  this  class. 

COST  OP  HOT  AND  COLD  BATH  TREATMENT 

As  a  rule,  the  principal  item  of  cost  in  the  treatment  of  timber  is 
the  preservative.  The  price  of  coal-tar  creosote  varies.  Near  the 
manufacturing  plants  it  can  usually  be  obtained  at  from  25  to  60 
cents  per  gallon  in  small  lots.  In  other  localities  the  freight  will 
make  the  price  somewhat  higher.  In  tank-car  lots  the  price  ranges 
from  about  20  to  40  cents  per  gallon.  It  may  prove  feasible  in  some 
cases  for  a  number  of  farmers  to  cooperate  m  buying  creosote  in 
order  to  obtain  the  reduction  in  price  due  to  purchasing  in  large 
quantities.  The  exact  cost  in  any  case  will  have  to  be  determined 
by  inquiring  of  the  dealer  from  whom  the  oil  is  to  be  obtained.  A 
list  01  dealers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory 
or  from  State  authorities. 

The  cost  of  applying  the  preservative  depends  mainly  upon  the 
number  of  posts  to  be  treated,  the  cost  of  apparatus,  labor,  and  fuel, 
and  the  number  of  posts  which  can  be  treated  per  day.  The  number 
of  posts  treated  per  day  will,  of  course,  vary  according  to  their  size 
and  ease  of  treatment.  The  cost  of  treatment  will  vary  greatly  in 
different  localities  and  in  accordance  with  differing  local  conditions, 
so  that  a  general  cost  figure  can  not  be  given.  In  Table  2,  however, 
are  given  some  figures  obtained  in  the  open-tank  treatment  of  posts 
in  several  localities.  The  cost  of  oil  may  vary  widely  from  the  figures 
given  in  the  table.  The  cost  of  the  apparatus  is  not  included  in  the 
calculations. 

Table  2. — Cost  of  treatment  under  certain  conditions 


Kind  of  post 

Cost  of  oil 

Cost 

of 
treat- 
ing per 
post 

Total 
cost  of 
treat- 
ment 
per 
post 

Locality 

Per 

gallon 

Per 
post 

Remarks 

Louisiana... 

Maryland... 
MalTiA 

Loblolly  pine 

Virginia  pfne 

Aspen 

$ai5 

.15 
.12 

.12 
.24 

.18 

.18 

.18 

$0.09 

.09 
.06 

.06 
.12 

.12 

.41 

.06 

$aoi 

.01 
.01 

.01 
.07 

.14 
.14 

.05 

$aio 

.10 
.07 

.07 
.19 

.26 
.56 

.11 

Entire  post  impregnated,  cost  of 
labor  not  included. 
Da 
Butt   Impregnated,    top    dipped, 
cost  of  labor  not  included. 
Da 

Minnesota . . 

Cottonwood 

California- 
Montana — 

Do 

Western  yellow  pine. 
Lodgepole  pine 

Cottonwood 

Butt  impregnated,  cost  of  labor 
included  at  $2.60  per  day. 

Heavy  butt  treatment  and  lighter 
top  treatment,  with  a  creosote- 
peti  oleum  mixture,  cost  of  labor 
included. 

Heavy  butt  treatment  and  lighter 

Do 

Western  red  cedar... 

top  treatment,  with  a  creosote- 
petroleum  mixture,  cost  of  labor 
included.    High  cost  due  to  hi^ 
absorption  of  oil. 
Butt  treatment  only,  with  a  creo* 
sote-petroleum  mixture,  cos;  of 
labor  Included. 
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VALUE   OP   TREATMENT 

Unless  a  reasonable  saving  can  be  effected  by  preservative  treat- 
ment of  wood,  the  expense  involved  is  not  justified.  The  saving  due 
to  preservative  treatment  will  depend  upon  local  conditions.  In 
some  localities  durable  posts  are  expensive  and  diflScult  to  obtain, 
whereas  nondurable,  easily  treated  woods  are  abundant  and  cheap. 
It  is  in  such  localities  that  treatment  is  particularly  desirable.  In 
other  localities  there  may  be  a  plentiful  supply  of  durable  timber 
which  can  be  obtained  very  cheaply.  In  such  places  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  attempt  preservative  treatment. 

The  chief  points  which  must  be  considered  in  determining  whether 
treatment  will  pay  are  the  original  cost  and  the  average  life  of 
untreated  and  treated  posts,  or,  in  other  words,  the  cost  per  year  of 
service.  The  cost  and  approximate  life  of  untreated  posts  of  the 
different  woods  in  common  use  in  any  locality  will  generally  be 
known  to  the  residents  of  that  locality.  It  is  estimated  that  a  thor- 
ough hot  and  cold  bath  treatment  of  fence  posts,  for  example,  a 
heavy  butt  treatment  and  a  light  top  treatment,  will  give  to  non- 
durable woods  an  average  life  of  at  least  20  years.  This  estimate  is 
based  on  the  best  information  obtainable  on  the  durability  of  well- 
"  creosoted  posts  and  other  creosoted  timber.  It  can  not  be  considered 
as  conclusive,  however. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  an  open-tank  treated  post  the  chief  items 
to  be  considered  are  the  originaj  cost  of  the  post  and  the  cost  of  the 
oil  absorbed.  In  general,  from  four-tenths  to  six-tenths  of  a  gallon 
of  creosote  will  be  required  per  post.  In  order  to  get  a  close  estimate 
of  the  cost  per  year  of  service,  the  cost  of  setting  the  post  should  be 
included  in  the  calculations.  Interests  on  the  money  invested  maj 
also  be  included.  If  desired,  the  costs  may  be  figured  on  the  basis 
of  cash  outlay  only,  leaving  out  ajl  items  which  do  not  require  the 
actual  expenditure  of  money.  This  method,  however,  does  not  give 
a  true  comparison  of  the  relative  economy. 

If  it  is  found  in  a  certain  locality  that  cedar  posts  which  will  last 
12  yeai-s  can  be  obtained  for  30  cents  and  that  treated  pine  which  will 
last  20  years  can  be  obtained  for  the  same  price,  money  will  be  saved 
by  using  the  treated  pine;  or,  if  a  locust  post  can  be  obtained  for 
50  cents  and  a  treated  beech  post  which  will  probably  last  about  as 
long  costs  half  as  much,  it  will  be  economical  to  treat  the  beech. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  an  untreated  post  which  will  last  12  years  can 
be  obtained  for  10  cents  and  a  treated  post  which  may  be  expected  to 
last  20  years  costs  50  cents,  it  will  not  be  economy  to  treat. 

SEBVICE  TESTS  OF  TREATED  POSTS 

To  obtain  more  exact  information  about  the  average  life  of  treated 
posts  under  various  conditions  experimental  posts  are  being  tested  in 
lences  in  many  parts  of  the  country  and  careful  records  of  their 
durability  are  being  kept.  In  Table  3  are  given  the  results  so  far 
obtained  in  a  number  or  these  experiments. 
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PROLONGING  THE  LIFE   OF   OTHER  FORMS   OF  FARM   TIMBERS 

There  are  many  forms  of  timber  used  on  the  farm  to  which  treat- 
ment can  be  advantageously  applied.  Among  these  are  silos,  rural 
telephone  poles,  shingles,  sills,  foundation  timbers,  bridge  timbers, 
board  walks,  wooden  gates,  windmill  frames,  porch  colunms,  and 
well  curbing.  The  treatment  of  any  nondurable  wood  which  is 
used  where  conditions  are  favorable  to  decay  is  worthy  of  careful 
consideration. 

SILOS 

A  thorough  treatment  with  coal-tar  creosote  will  make  a  wooden 
silo  more  resistant  to  decay  and  less  subject  to  shrinking  and  swell- 
ing.   It  will  also  make  painting  unnecessary. 

The  most  satisfactory  way  to  inject  creosote  into  silo  staves  is  by 
impregnation  under  pressure.  It  may  sometimes  be  possible  for  a 
farmer  to  haul  his  untreated  silo  lumber  to  a  creosoting  plant  and 
have  it  treated,  but  pressure  treatments  will  usually  have  to  be  made 
by  the  manufacturer  before  the  silo  is  sold.  Some  manufacturers 
are  already  doing  this,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  purchase  a  pressure- 
treated  silo  all  ready  to  set  up. 

Next  to  pressure  treatment,  open-tank  treatment  is  best ;  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  length  of  the  staves  and  the  long,  narrow  tank  required 
it  may  be  inconvenient  to  use  this  method.  A  good  combination  treat- 
ment would  be  to  give  the  lower  2  or  3  feet  of  each  stave  an  open- 
tank  treatment  and  the  remainder  a  2-coat  brush  treatment.  If 
this  is  done,  the  part  of  the  staves  most  subject  to  decay  will  receive 
the  heaviest  treatment.  All  the  wood  which  touches  the  foundation 
should  be  thoroughly  treated.  As  with  anv  treated  timber,  no  saw- 
ing or  cutting  that  can  be  avoided  should  oe  done  after  the  wood  is 
treated.  All  untreated  surfaces  necessarily  exposed  by  cutting  should 
be  heavily  painted  with  the  preservative. 

Brush  and  dipping  treatments  are  less  efficient  than  hot  and  cold 
bath  or  pressure  treatments  and  will  not  give  as  great  ah  increase 
in  durability.  They  may  be  used  to  advantage,  however,  when  the 
better  methods  are  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

One  possible  objection  to  the  use  of  creosoted  lumber  in  silos  is 
that  the  silage  might  be  contaminated  by  creosote  bleeding  from  the 
wood.  Information  obtained  by  the  Forest  Service,  however,  in- 
dicates that  there  is  little  danger  of  this  if  proper  care  is  used. 
In  order  to  prevent  contamination,  the  treated  wood  should  be 
thoroughly  air  seasoned  in  open  piles  after  it  is  treated  and  before 
it  is  put  into  the  silo.  In  hot  and  cold  bath  or  pressure  treatments 
the  aosorption  of  oil  should  not  exceed  8  or  10  pounds  per  cubic 
foot  of  wood. 

Of  the  woods  in  general  use  for  silo  construction  the  pines  are, 
as  a  class,  the  most  easily  treated;  the  hemlocks,  western  larch,  the 
spruces,  and  Douglas  fir  are  somewhat  more  difficult.  With  pressure 
treatment  the  greatest  saving  can  usually  be  effected  by  using  the 
cheaper  woods,  as  the  differences  in  the  durability  of  the  various 
species  is  less  after  treatment  than  before.  It  is  questionable  if 
the  treatment  of  such  durable  species  as  heart  redwood  and  heart 
cypress  would  pay. 
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SHINGLES 

The  application  of  paint  is  the  preservative  measure  most  com- 
monly used  for  shingles;  and  if  the  paint  is  properly  applied  it  will 
add  to  their  durability  by  protecting  them  from  the  weather,  re- 
ducing moisture  changes,  and  preventing  cupping.  If  it  is  not 
properly  applied,  however,  it  may  even  hasten  decay.  For  pre- 
servative purposes  the  best  way  to  apply  the  paint  is  by  dipping 
the  shingles  in  it.  This  may  be  found  impracticable,  however,  since 
the  amount  of  paint  which  would  adhere  to  the  shingle  would  in 
many  cases  be  too  great  unless  some  means  were  provided  to  brush 
off  the  excess. 

When  the  shingles  are  painted  after  the  roof  is  laid,  a  ridge  of 
paint  is  liable  to  form  at  the  base  of  each  shingle.  This  tends  to  hold 
the  water  after  a  rain  and  keep  the  shingles  moist,  thus  making 
conditions  move  favorable  to  decay. 

Brush  treatment  with  creosote  or  a  good  shingle  stain  does  not 
leave  a  ridge  like  ordinary  paint  and  can  be  recommended  as  good 
practice,  but  dipping  the  shingles  in  the  preservative  is  better  in 
this  case  also.  The  best  results  in  preventing  decay  are  obtained, 
however,  by  first  heating  and  then  cooling  the  wood  in  creosote  as 
described  for  the  treatment  of  fence  posts. 

The  hot  and  cold  bath  process  has  already  been  explained.  The 
apparatus  used  for  posts  may  be  employed ;  or  if  shingles  exclusively 
are  to  be  treated,  the  form  of  the  outfit  may  be  modified.  The 
simplest  apparatus  is  a  single  tank  large  enough  to  hold  a  bundle 
of  shingles.  If  a  larger  capacity  is  desired,  the  depth  rather  than 
the  width  should  be  increased ;  for,  in  order  to  minimize  the  loss  of 
oil  by  evaporation,  the  oil  surface  exposed  to  the  air  should  be  kept 
as  small  as  possible.  The  best  treatment  for  various  kinds  of  shingles 
has  not  yet  been  determined.  The  most  desirable  treatment  is  the 
one  which  gives  the  best  penetration  with  the  least  absorption  of  oil. 
Sap-pine  shingles,  thoroughly  seasoned,  can  be  completely  penetrated 
without  difficulty,  but  cedar  shingles  are  more  difficult  to  treat.  The 
proper  treatment  in  any  case  must  be  determined  by  observing  the 
absorption  of  oil  and  the  penetration  secured  and  varying  the 
treatment  accordingly.  The  oil  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  too 
hot,  however,  or  the  shingles  held  in  it  for  too  long  a  time;  for  in 
either  of  these  events  the  shingles  may  become  somewhat  brittle. 

A  very  satisfactory  treatment  was  obtained  in  western  red  cedar 
shingles  by  heating  them  in  creosote  for  2  hours  at  210°  F.  and  then 
allowing  them  to  cool  for  1  hour,  during  which  time  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  creosote  dropped  to  176°  F.  The  absorption  was  about 
20  pounds  or  2.3  gallons  of  creosote  per  bundle.  In  another  satis- 
factory treatment  a  2-hour  bath  at  210°  followed  by  cooling  2  hours 
to  165°  resulted  in  an  absorption  of  about  27.6  pounds  or  3.1  gallons 
of  creosote  per  bundle.  This  treatment  saturated  the  sapwood  and 
penetrated  the  heartwood  about  one-sixteenth  of  an  indi.  Either 
treatment  should  give  the  shingles  a  very  long  life. 

While  creosote  treatment  can  be  expected  to  increase  very  mate- 
rially the  resistance  of  shingles  to  decay,  the  treated  shingles  possess 
certain  objectionable  qualities  which  should  be  kept  in  mind  when 
considering  their  use ;  for  instance,  their  strong  odor  and  their  con- 
tamination of  cistern  water.    Further,  since  the  shingle  nails  some- 
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times  become  covered  with  creosote  and  can  not  be  held  in  the  work- 
man's mouth,  it  is  more  inconvenient  to  lay  these  shingles.  The  odor, 
however,  disappears  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks — two  weeks  in  one 
case  observed.  The  contamination  of  the  cistern  water  may  be  of 
longer  duration,  though  in  one  instance  the  water  was  tasteless  after 
three  days  of  rain.  All  these  objections  may  be  lessened  if  the 
shingles  are  seasoned  for  a  few  weeks  between  treating  and  laying. 
It  is  held  by  some  that  creosote  treatment  makes  shingles  more 
inflammable  and  thus  increases  the  fire  danger,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  this  is  true  of  freshly  treated  shingles.  After  a  few  months  on 
the  roof,  however,  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  much  difference  in  the 
inflammability  of  treated  and  untreated  shingles. 

TELEPHONE  POLES 

When  farmers'  cooperative  telephone  lines  are  constructed,  the 
treatment  of  the  poles  will  frequently  effect  a  saving  in  the  cost  of 
upkeep.  The  hot  and  cold  bath  treatment  will,  of  course,  give  a 
much  longer  life  than  brush  treatment;  but  the  cost  of  the  tanks. 
the  extra  oil  required,  apparatus  for  handling  the  poles,  and  the 
extra  labor  may  not  be  justified  unless  a  large  number  are  to  be 
treated.  Brush  treatment  will,  therefore,  in  many  cases  be  the  most 
practicable  method  to  use.  In  most  parts  of  the  United  States  a 
butt  treatment  is  sufficient  to  protect  poles  of  the  common  durable 
pole  species ;  but  in  the  warm,  moist  climate  of  the  Southern  States 
it  is  desirable  to  treat  the  entire  pole,  especially  if  sap  pine  or  other 
nondurable  woods  are  used. 

In  the  repair  of  pole  lines,  where  the  poles  are  decayed  near  the 
ground  and  sound  above  the  ground,  it  is  often  economical  to  place  a 
creosoted  stub  beside  the  old  pole  and  fasten  the  two  firmly  together 
with  wire  or  bolts.  (Fig.  18.)  Stubbing  will  not  pav,  however, 
unless  there  is  enough  service  left  in  the  upper  parts  or  the  old  poles 
to  justify  the  expense. 

The  tops  of  the  poles  and  the  gains  cut  in  the  poles  to  hold  the 
cross  arms  should  be  brush  treated.  Pole  braces  should  be  treated 
like  the  poles.  Wherever  a  pole  brace  touches  a  pole,  both  should 
be  brush  treated  at  the  point  of  contact. 

BRIDGE   TIMBERS 

Treatment  of  the  timbers  and  planks  of  permanent  farm  or  hich- 
way  bridges  will  add  materially  to  their  resistance  to  decay.  Hot 
and  cold  bath  and  pressure  treatments  are  the  best.  Brush  or  dip- 
ping treatments  of  the  face  of  the  planks  would  soon  be  worn  away 
and  would  be  of  little  value ;  but  they  may  be  used  to  advantage  in 
other  parts  of  the  structure. 

SILLS    AND    FOUNDATION    TIMBERS 

Sills  and  foimdation  timbers  in  contact  with  the  ground  or  with 
stone  or  concrete  foundations  frequently  decay  rapidly,  and  preserva- 
tive treatment  is  advisable.  It  is  probable  that  brush  treatment  will 
usually  be  found  the  only  convenient  way  to  treat  such  timbers  on 
account  of  their  size,  but  wherever  possible  better  treatments  should 
be  used. 
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JOINTS   AND    POINTS    OF   CONTACT 

Experience  has  shown  that  in  any  timber  structure  where  the  wood 
comes  in  contact  with  wood,  stone,  or  other  material,  decay  is  liable 
to  occur  more  rapidly  at  the  point  of  contact  than  in  other  parts  of 
the  structure.     (Figs.  5  and  o.)     If  it  is  impracticable  to  treat  the 
timber  for  the  whole  structure,  it  will  frequently  be  profitable  to  give 
a  good  brush  treatment  to 
the  joints  and  other  points 
where  decay  is  usually  most 
severe. 

CARS  OF  LTniBBR,  TIMBER. 
AND    POLES 

It  is  important  in  the 
case  of  poles,  lumber,  and 
timbers  of  all  sorts  to  sea- 
son the  wood  properly 
before  treatment,  to  pile  it 
so  it  will  not  decay  auring 
seasoning,  and  to  care  for 
it  properly  after  treatment. 
In  general,  the  precautions 
given  for  fence  posts  will 
apply,  but  the  piling  meth- 
ods will  vary  somewhat  ac- 
cording to  the  character  of 
the  material.  All  sawed 
lumber  and  timber  during 
seasoning  should  be  piled 
upon  skids  or  sills  at  least 
a  foot  above  the  ground. 
The  layers  of  boards  or  tim- 
bers should  be  separated  by 
narrow  stickers  or  crossers 

about    1     inch    thick.       The      Fig.    is.— Decaying   poIe   reinforced   with   a   creo- 

stickers  should  be  lined  up  ?glS'be'"obtato^'  ''*'"■  ■"""""""'  ~'^"' "°" 
vertically  over  the  skid  tim- 
bers, and  they  should  be  spaced  closely  enough  along  the  length  of 
the  pile  to  prevent  the  bending  of  the  boards.  The  piles  should  be 
sloped  lengthwise,  so  that  rain  water  can  run  off  quickly.  Silo 
lumber  after  treatment  should  be  piled  as  for  seasoning.  Other 
lumber,  which  has  been  treated  all  over,  should  be  kept  in  solid 
piles  until  used. 

. COOPERATION 

When  several  people  in  a  community  treat  wood  cooperatively  the 
cost  of  treatment  can  often  be  reduced  because  the  price  of  creosote  is 
less  per  gallon  when  purchased  in  large  quantities.  If  enough  people 
cooperate,  a  large  and  convenient  plant  can  be  constructed  and  kept 
in  operation  at  a  central  location  at  a  low  cost  per  man.  This  is 
especially  desirable  where  the  creosote  and  the  wood  to  be  treated  are 
shipped  into  the  community  through  some  central  point.     Where 
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posts  or  poles  are  cut  on  widely  separated  farms  it  may  be  better  to 
purchase  a  smaller  plant,  which  can  be  moved  easily  from  farm  to 
farm. 

LOCAL  ASSISTANCE 

The  agricultural  experiment  stations,  forest  schools,  and  other 
agencies  m  several  States  have  issued  bulletins  on  creosoting  fence 
posts.  Some  of  them  are  prepared  to  give  very  helpful  advice  on  the 
kind  of  plant  to  use,  where  to  buy  preservative  cheaply,  and  how  to  do 
the  work.  They,  as  well  as  county  agents  in  some  localities,  can  also 
be  helpful  in  working  up  good  cooperative  projects,  and  when  avail- 
able such  assistance  should  be  sought. 


r.S.CJOVERNMENT  I'BINTIXG  omCEMie* 
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On  the  average  American  farm  there  are  certaui  wa 
land.  Some  of  these  can  be  brought  under  the  plow  by  i 
methods  and  a  sufficient  outlay  of  capital,  but  others  can  i 
tillable  by  any  reasonable  expenditure  of  eflFort  or  money, 
latter,  certain  areas  may  be  made  productive  by  pasturing  or  giving 
them  over  to  the  production  of  timber.  Many  waste  areas,  however, 
owing  to  natural  conditions,  can  never  be  profitably  reclaimed,  no 
matter  how  efficiently  the  land  may  be  managed. 

Certain  other  areas,  foimd  on  almost  all  farms,  may  be  termed 
wasted  areas.  That  is,  they  are  misused  in  such  fashion  that  they 
produce  nothing  that  adds  to  the  farm  income.  These  two  classes 
of  waste  and  wasted  land,  not  being  productive  of  income,  may  be 
classed  as  nonproductive  farm  land. 

An  important  question  to  one  who  is  considering  leasing  or  buying 
a  farm,  is,  what  proportion  of  the  land  is  nonproductive  ?  And  this 
question  is  almost  equally  important  to  the  man  who  owns  or  operates 
a  farm.  In  the  latter  case  the  question  might  better  take  this  form: 
What  per  cent  of  my  land  is  adding  nothing  to  my  income  ?  On 
farms  where  land  is  cheap  this  is  not  a  vital  consideration,  as  the 
interest  on  the  capital  invested  in  the  nonproductive  portion  of  thfe 
farm  land  is  not  great;  but  as  lands  become  higher  in  price  it  becomes 
more  necessary  to  study  efficiency  in  the  use  of  farm  land  in  order 
to  avoid  the  loss  entailed  by  havmg  much  capital  invested  in  non- 
productive land. 

43029'— Bull.  746-16 ^l 
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EFTICIENCY  IN  UTILIZATION  OP  LAND. 

Investigations  made  by  the  Office  of  Farm  Management/  as  well 
as  those  made  by  certain  State  experiment  stations,*  have  developed 
the  fact  that  of  the  three  more  important  elements  of  successful 
farming,  the  first  and  most  important  is  the  size  of  the  business.  A 
recognized  authority  on  successful  farm  management  *  has  written: 
''The  area  in  crops  and  the  natural  yielding  power  of  the  soil  are  the 
most  important  factors  in  determining  profits  on  farms." 

Efficient  utilization  of  farm  land  means  a  high  percentage  of  pro- 
ductive area,  thus  increasing  the  income-producing  part  of  the  farm 
to  the  utmost.  It  logically  follows  that  an  important  factor  in  de- 
termining the  fair  acre  value  of  a  farm  is  the  answer  to  the  question: 
What  proportion  of  the  total  area  can  be  made  productive  ?  This 
point  of  view  is  of  great  significance  in  studying  the  respective 
economic  values  of  different  farms.  For  instance,  compare  a  farm 
of  100  acres  at  $200  per  acre,  having  95  acres  in  shape  to  yield  avail- 
able products,  with  another  of  the  same  acreage  at  $150  per  acre, 
having  65  acres  productive.  AU  other  features  of  these  two  farms 
being  similar,  the  former  should  prove  more  profitable,  as  the  pro- 
ductive land  thereon  costs  but  $210  per  acre  as  against  $230  per 
acre  on  the  "  cheaper"  farm.  Table  I  shows  the  cost  per  acre  of  the 
productive  land  on  100-acre  farms  costing  $100  per  acre,  with  varioxis 
percentages  of  the  land  available  for  productive  purposes.  It  is  not 
always  the  farm  that  costs  the  least  per  acre  that  is  the  most  eco- 
nomical to  buy  or  operate. 

Reclamation  of  nonproductive  land,  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  and 
profitable,  is  a  very  important  point  of  farm  economy.  The  result- 
ant increase  in  value  is  due  not  only  to  increased  productiveness,  but 
also  to  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  place.  The  latter 
factor  is  often  of  sufficient  importance  fully  to  warrant  the  expendi- 
ture of  time  and  money  in  clearing  up  the  waste  places  and  making 
them  productive,  in  so  far  as  is  economically  possible. 

Table  I. — Relation  between  percentage  of  land  available  for  production  and  cost  per  acre, 

(Value  of  land,  SlOO  per  acre.) 


Percentage  of  land  svaOable  for 
production. 


Cost 
per  acre 
of  avail- 
able 
land. 


Percentage  of  land  available  for 
production. 


Cost 

per  acre 
of  wrail- 

able 
land. 


100. 
90.. 
80.. 
70.. 
60... 


SlOO.  00 
111.11 
125.00 
142.86 
166.67 


50. 
4a. 
80.. 
20. 
10.. 


1300.00 
2SaQ0 


5oaoo 

1,O00lOD 


1  See  U.  S.  Dopt.  Agr.  Bulletins  41  and  117,  by  E.  n.  Thomson  and  H.  M.  Dixon,  entitled,  respectivelj, 
"A  Farm  Management  Survey  of  Three  Representative  Areas  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,"  and  **  Profits 
in  Farming  on  Irrigated  Areas  in  Utah  Lake  Valley." 

>  Soe  Cornell  Experiment  Station,  N.  Y.,  BnUetins  295  and  349,  entitled,  respectively,  "An  Agricultval 
Survey,"  by  O.  F.  Warren  and  K.  C.  Livermore,  and  "Some  Important  Factors  for  Boooess  fn  General 
Farming  and  in  Dairy  Farming,"  by  O.  F.  Warren. 

9  Warren,  G.  II.,  "Farm  Management,"  p.  518. 
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PRODUCTIVE  AND  NONPRODUCTIVE  LAND. 

Broadly  speaking,  productive  farm  land  is  that  used  for: 

The  production  of  crops. 
The  economic  pastanng  of  animals. 

Woodland  yielding  marketable  timber  or  firewood,  maple  sugar,  or  other  salable 
forest  products. 

Nonproductive  farm  areas  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows: 

Land  imnecessarily  taken  up  by  isjrm  buildings  and  lots. 

Land  taken  up  by  imnecessary  lanes  and  roads. 

The  part  of  any  public  road  included  in  a  farm  area. 

Land  occupied  unnecessarily  by  fence  rows,  open  ditches,  headlands,  or 
turning  spaces  bordering  fields  and  terraces. 

Land  rendered  untillable  by  swamps,  rocks,  large  rocks,  and  ledges,  ra- 
vines, steep  slopes,  sloughs,  streams,  etc. 

Woodland  not  yielding  salable  products. 

Uneconomic  pasture  land. 

While,  literally  speaking,  all  land  necessarily  occupied  by  farm 
buildings,  fences,  etc.,  is  nonproductive,  such  occupation  is  neces- 
sary to  the  development  of  the  productivity  of  the  rest  of  the  farm; 
hence,  for  the  practical  purposes  of  this  discussion,  "nonproductive 
land"  will  be  taken  to  mean  only  such  land  as  is  either  left  untilled 
by  inefficient  management  or  is  not  susceptible  of  profitable  im- 
provement. The  total  amoimt  of  land  taken  out  of  the  farm  total 
by  these  nonproductive  areas  is  in  many  cases  a  large  proportion  of 
the  whole.  Such  waste  or  wasted  areas  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  prospective  buyer  of  a  farm. 

Table  II  shows  the  average  percentages  of  improved  land  on  farms 
in  the  States  and  divisions  of  the  United  States.  The  difference 
between  improved  land  and  productive  land  should  be  noted  in  this 
connection,  as  the  terms  are  not  wholly  synonymous.  Unimproved 
land,  such  as  good  timber  land,  sugar  groves,  etc.,  may  be  productive; 
while  improved  land,  such  as  is  occupied  by  the  farm  buildings,  fences, 
and  roads,  may  produce  nothing. 

There  are  other  causes  of  nonproductivity,  such  as  large  areas  of 
alkali,  little  or  no  rainfall,  etc.,  but  these  causes  affect  whole  regions 
rather  than  parts  of  individual  farms  and  do  not  come  within  the  scope 
of  this  publication. 

Table  II. — Percentage  of  farm  land  improved^  by  divisions  and  States,  Censtts  of  1910, 


mvision  and  State. 


United  States 

N«w  England 

MiddleAUantic 

East  North  Central... 
W«8t  North  Central.. 

South  Atlantic 

East  South  Central... 
West  South  Central.. 


Improved 
land. 


Percent. 
54.4 


36.8 
67.9 
75.4 
70.6 
46.7 
53.9 
34.4 


Division  and  State. 


Improved 
land. 


Mountain 

Pacific 

The  North 

The  South 

TheWff^t 

East  of  the  Mississippi . 
West  of  the  Mississippi. 


Percent. 
28.7 
42.9 


70.1 
42.5 
34.2 


59.5 
50.8 
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Table  IL — Percentage  of  farm  land  improved^  by  divmotut  and  S  tales ,  censxts  of  1910— 

Continued. 


Division  and  State. 

Improved 
land. 

Division  and  State. 

unproved 

New  England : 
Maine 

Per  cent. 
37.6 
•28.6 
35.0 
40.5 
40.2 
45.2 

67.4 
70.1 
68.2 

79.8 
79.6 
86.2 
67.8 
56.6 

71.0 
86.9 
71.1 
72.0 
60.8 
63.1 
68.9 

68.7 
66.3 
84.7 
50.6 

'  South  Atlantlo— Continued. 
We«t  Virgifiift 

Percent 

SS.1 

New  Hamnshlre 

North  Carolina 

39.3 

Vermont 

South  Carolina 

45.1 

Massachusetts 

Geonda 

45.6 

Rhode  Island 

FSrffla....: 

34.4 

Connecticut 

East  South  C^mtral: 

Kentucky 

Middle  Atlantic: 

64.7 

New  York 

Tennessee 

54.3 

New  Jersey 

Alabama 

4G.S 

Penn?*y  1  vftn  ia . 

MI<oil»dpni                                

48.5 

East  North  Central: 

Ohio 

West  South  Neutral: 

Arkansas - . 

«w4 

Tndianf^. 

l-oui.'«fa'na 

5as 

Illinois 

Oklahoma 

flas 

Michiean 

Texas 

24.3 

Wisconsin 

Mountain: 

Montana 

West  North  Central: 

20.9 

Minnesota 

Idaho 

52.6 

Iowa 

Wyoming 

14.7 

Missouri 

cobrado :::::: 

31.$ 

North  Dakota 

New  Mexico 

ao 

South  Dakota 

Arizona 

2S.1 

Nebraska 

Utah 

las 

K^nsafi. . . . 

Nevada...            

27.7 

South  Atlantic: 

Delaware 

Pacific: 

Washlnirtou 

54.4 

Maryland 

(>efi;on '. 

38.6 

District  of  Columbia 

California 

40.  H 

Virginia 

THE  FARMSTEAD. 

The  group  of  f ami  buildings  and  adjoining  lots  and  yards,  together 
with  the  home  orchard  and  garden,  constitute  what  is  commonly 
called  the  farmstead.  Every  farm  must  give  up  to  this  piupose  more 
or  less  land.  The  size  of  this  necessary  area  will  vary  with  the  size 
and  type  of  f  ann,  climate,  and  individual  tastes  of  the  owner.  Some 
authorities  advise  that  ample  space  be  allowed  for  the  farmstead, 
and  this  is  doubtless  good  advice,  provided  the  owner  is  able  to 
afford  it.  It  should  always  be  remembered  that,  excepting  the 
orchard  and  garden,  every  acre  of  land  over  actual  necessity  devoted 
to  this  purpose  reduces  the  productivity  of  the  farm  by  the  net 
amount  an  acre  will  produce.  Within  certain  limits,  however,  land 
well  utilized  for  the  setting  of  a  home  has  a  value  to  the  farm  family 
that  can  not  be  measured  in  crop  yields  per  acre. 

The  two  f  annsteads  shown  by  maps  in  fig.  1  illustrate  an  extended 
and  a  compact  arrangement  of  farm  buildings.  These  two  farms 
do  not  differ  greatly  in  area,  and  have  about  the  same  gross  income. 

The  one  farmstead  has  an  '*  ample"  layout  and  occupies  over  three 
acres  of  good  land,  or  over  1  per  cent  of  the  total  farm  area.  The 
other,  under  a  '*  compact''  layout,  where  all  the  necessary  farm  build- 
ings except  the  dwelling  have  been  brought  together  imdtr  one  roof 
covering  a  large  two-story  and  basement  bam,  uses  one  acre*  of 
land,  or  less  than  J  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
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It  is  not  intended  to  recommend  that  all  should  pattern  after  the 
farmstead  layout  as  shown  in  the  right  half  of  fig.  1.  The  two  lay- 
outs are  shown  merely  to  bring  out  the  two  extremes.  Most  people 
would  prefer  something  approaching  a  happy  mediiun  between 
the  two. 

THE  FARM  LANES  AND  ROADS. 

Very  few  farms  will  be  found  without  interior  roads  or  lanes. 
These  are  sometimes  necessary  to  give  access  to  the  various  fields, 
as  well  as  to  permit  the  passing  ef  animals  to  and  from  pasture,  often 
located  in  the  rear  portion  of  the  farm.  For  the  latter  purpose  wide 
lanes  are  often  used  which,  being  kept  in  sod,  are  substantially  elon- 
gations of  the  pasture.     These  wide  lanes  are  usually  imeconomic  for 
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TOTAUFARH  ARCA 
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Fio.  l.^Two  ordinarfly  undesirable  extremes  In  farmstead  arrangement. 

the  reason  that  they  are  customarily  located  on  good  arable  land, 
while  the  areas  to  which  they  lead  are  often  the  least  valuable  portions 
of  the  farm,  useful  only  as  pasture. 

Under  certain  circimastances  farm  lanes  are  imavoidable,  but  often 
a  little  thought  and  a  slight  rearrangement  of  the  farm  organization 
plan  will  eliminate  them.  Fig.  2  shows  two  maps  of  the  same  farm 
in  Monroe  Coxmty,  N.  Y.,  before  and  after  the  only  farm  lane  was 
dispensed  with.  In  this  case  the  reorganization  was  eflfected  by  the 
simple  expedient  of  staking  out  the  two  cows  upon  which  the  family 
depended  for  its  milk  supply.  The  new  arrangement  is  found  con- 
siderably more  efficient  than  the  old,  as  a  large  part  of  the  area  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  lane  now  produces  crops,  and  two  uneconomic 
fence  lines,  entailing  an  annual  upkeep  expense,  have  been  eliminated. 
(See  also  fig.  9.) 
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THE  PUBUC  HIGHWAY. 


Not  infrequently  a  part  of  the  area  of  the  public  highway  touching 
the  farm  is  included  in  the  total  f ann  area.  This  is  a  fixed  practice 
in  certain  regions.  Sometimes  under  exceptional  circumstances  it  is 
possible  to  raise  crops  on  the  greater  part  of  the  public  highway  areA 
by  tilling  the  strip  between  the  actual  roadway  and  the  right-of-way 
line,  or  it  may  be  seeded  to  grass  and  pastured.  (See  figs.  3  and  4.) 
In  determining  the  value  of  a  farm,  consideration  should  be  taken  of 
the  area  of  highways  included  in  the  acreage,  so  that  the  farm  can  be 
judged  by  its  actual  available  area  and  not  by  that  called  for  by  the 
deed  measurements. 
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FiQ.  2.— Comx)aiison  of  farm  arrangement  before  and  after  elimination  of  a  central  lane  by  dJsoontimiioc 

back  pasture. 

UNTILLABLE  AREAS. 

Many  areas  f oimd  on  farms  are  permanently  untillable  by  reason  of 
the  presence  of  rocky  ledges,  steep  slopes,  deep  ravines,  wide  stream 
areas,  or  undrainable  swamps.  (See  fig.  5.)  Permanently  untillable 
areas  can  be  made  productive  by  pasturage  if  they  will  grow  enough 
grass  to  make  it  economy  to  pasture  them,  or  they  can  sometimes  be 
given  over  to  the  production  of  timber.^ 

Other  areas,  broken  by  stimips,  brush,  large  bowlders,  gullies, 
swales,  etc.,  which  it  is  possible  to  reclaim  by  a  resort  to  the  proper 

»  See  bulletin  295,  Cornell  experiment  station,  N.  Y.,  pp.  464-473. 
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Fig.  3.— Land  wasted  by  the  wayside.    By  cultivating  to  the  actual  right-of-way  line  several  acres  of 
nonproductive  land  mi^t  be  reclaimed. 


Fia.  4.— Getting  the  most  out  of  the  part  of  the  farm  included  in  the  highway.    One  way  of  making  it 

partly  productive  agriculturally. 
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Fio.  5.— A  steep,  tooky  slope,  untiUable  and  not  economically  pastuiable.   The  more  acres  of  this  kind 
on  a  fann  the  harder  it  Is  to  make  a  ])roflt. 


Fio.  6.— A  comparatively  small  stream  sometimes  cuts  out  a  wide  strip  of  land  from  the  productive  area 
of  a  farm.    Here  a  straight  ditch  would  i  ncrease  the  field  area  and  facilitate  field  operations. 
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methods  of  reclamation/  often  remain  untillable  because  of  lack  of 
means,  skiU,  or  equipment  necessary  to  put  them  in  suitable  shape, 
and  sometimes  because  owners  believe  that  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  to  try  to  clear  them.  (See  Figs.  6,  7,  and  8.)  In  handling 
such  an  area  the  probable  cost  of  bringing  it  under  the  plow  should 
be  carefully  compared  with  the  market  value  of  good  arable  land  in 
the  neighborhood.  In  this  way  can  bo  ascertained  whether  or  not 
reclamation  would  be  profitable. 

WOODLAND. 

Woodland  is  ordinarily  productive  land,  but  often  farm  wood  lots 
producing  only  firewood  for  home  consumption  are  maintained  imder 
uneconomic  conditions.  The  more  valuable  the  land,  the  more  likely 
this  is  to  be  the  case.  Where  timber  occupies  high-priced  land  which 
would  be  tillable  if  cleared,  it  is  often  questionable  whether  it  is 
economic  to  allow  it  to  remain.  The  cost  of  clearing,  salable  valibe 
of  timber  products,  interest  on  the  investment,  prospective  increased 
farm  value  of  the  land  when  cleared,  and  added  annual  expense  for 
firewood  must  be  weighed  carefully  before  a  decision  can  be  reached 
in  any  such  case. 

FENCE  ROWS. 

Where  field  fences  exist  they  ordinarily  occupy  land  that  would 
otherwise  be  utilized  for  productive  purposes,  and  imless  they  are 
indispensable  to  the  business  of  the  farm  they  often  may  be  eliminated 
with  profit  and  the  land  they  occupy  made  available  for  productive 
purposes.  In  the  aggregate  a  large  area  of  tillable  land  is  taken  up 
by  fences,  but  until  recently  very  little  attention  has  been  given  by 
agricidtural  writers  to  the  economic  aspect  of  this  subject.  Bidletin 
321  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  ^  deals  fuUy  with 
the  economy  of  fences.     (See  figs.  9  and  10.) 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  table  below  that  some  types  of  fence  occupy 
much  more  land  than  others.  On  a  number  of  farms  in  central  Illi- 
nois, in  a  region  where  the  land  is  tilled  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
fences,  careful  measurements  taken  give  the  following  figures: 


Number  of 
rods  of 
Kind  of  fence.  strip  of  fence 

occupying 
lacre. 


Barbed  wire 

Woven  wire, 

Trimmed  hedge 

Board 

ZigiM  rail  ("  worm  ") . 
Untrunmed  hedge 


473 
450 
384 
362 
214 

aoo 


>  See  reference  list  of  publications  on  draining  and  clearing  farm  land  at  end  of  bulletin. 
»  Cost  of  fencing  farms  in  the  North  Central  States,  by  H.  N.  Humphrey.    Dep.  Bui.  321. 

43029^— Bull.  74^— le 2 
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Fio.  7.— One  of  the  lesults  of  bad  tillage  methods.   A  badly  gullied  field,  best  ntllind  for  pastora.  A 
little  attention  when  this  wash  began  would  have  stopped  it.    A  place  for  a  brush  dam. 


FiQ.  8.— A  stream,  heading  at  a  spring  near  the  bam  in  the  backgroimd ,  makes  waste  m.  wMAotHn  thiwdi 
this  fertile  field.    Drain  tile  needed  here.  •  wiaeswip  uu.^ 
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Fio.  9.~A  volunteer  hedge  which  shouJd  be  eliminated.  A  fenoe^ow  overgrown  with  brush,  bordering 
a  farm  lane.  The  two  take  cut  cf  the  productive  area  c  f  this  farm  a  strip  of  land  50  feet  wide  and  three- 
fourths  mile  long. 


rio.  10.~Waste  of  land  entailed  by  a  fence  between  two  tilled  fields  under  average  farm  conditions.    Tha 

fence-row  is  7  feet  wide. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  wide  variation  in  the  width  of  the  strip 
occupied  by  various  styles  of  fence.  Untrimmed  hedges  are  much 
more  wasteful  of  land  than  the  table  shows,  as  it  is  found  that  crops 
are  injured  by  the  hedge  roots  as  far  out  as  20  feet  on  each  side  in  some 
instances.  Zigzag  rail  and  stone  fences  also  have  an  additional  dis- 
advantage, as  they  harbor  weeds,  rodents,  insects,  and  other  enemies 
of  efl&cient  farming. 

HEADLANDS  AND  TERBACES. 

The  practice  of  leaving  headlands  or  turning  spaces  at  the  edges  of 
fields  is  a  wasteful  one,  widely  followed  in  some  of  the  newer  agricul- 
tural regions.  The  land  thus  taken  up  produces  nothing  and  is  prac- 
tically wasted.  The  old-fashioned  terraces  conamon  in  the  cotton 
belt  are  uneconomic  in  that  they  occupy  tillable  land  and  harbor 
weeds.  By  many  they  are  considered  necessary  to  the  cotton-belt 
types  of  soil  and  agriculture;  but  a  large  number  of  farms  exist  in 
which  they  have  been  entirely  eliminated.  Where  they  are  actually 
necessary  it  would  seem  that  the  tilled  or  "Mangum"*  terrace  is  far 
more  to  be  desired  than  the  ordinary  weed-covered,  pest-propagating 
kind. 

UNECONOMIC  PASTUBE  LAND. 

In  many  cases  land  is  given  over  to  use  as  pasture  which  will  not 
support  suiEcient  stock  to  make  any  reasonable  return  on  the  invest- 
ment. (See  fig.  5.)  Such  land  properly  belongs  in  the  category  of 
nonproductive  land,  in  that  it  makes  no  return  commensurate  with 
the  interest  on  the  money  invested. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  quality  of  the  pasturage  in 
relation  to  the  land  value  is  an  important  consideration  in  choosing 
a  farm.  For  instance,  what  is  economic  pasture  on  land  that  is  worth 
$10  per  acre  might,  on  land  valued  at  $100  an  acre,  be  decidedly 
imeconomic.  This  relation  should  be  carefully  studied  in  buying  a 
farm  with  much  pasture  land.  To  determine  whether  pasture  land  is 
economic  or  not,  practical  data  should  be  secured  as  to  the  number 
of  acres  necessary  to  support  one  head  of  stock  and  the  interest  on 
the  value  of  the  land  in  question  compared  with  the  current  chai^ 
per  head  of  the  same  kind  of  stock  for  a  season's  pasturage.  Or  the 
estimated  value  of  the  return  in  increased  value  of  the  stock  or  its 
products  may  bo  used  for  comparison.  By  this  means  the  relative 
economy  of  pastures  may  be  determined. 

A  STUDY  OF  LAND  UTIUZATION  ON  1,703  FARMS. 

During  the  past  half-dozen  years  the  Ofl&co  of  Farm  Management 
has  cooperated  with  farmers  in  several  of  the  States  in  the  keeping  of 
cost  records.  In  each  case  an  accurate  map  was  made  of  the  farm  of 
the  cooperator  for  determining  the  exact  division  and  distribution  of 
the  land  composing  the  farm.  Tabic  III  shows  the  average  propor- 
tion of  the  land  utilized  by  crops,  farmstead,  roads,  pasture,  wood- 

»  See  "The  Mangum  Terrace,"  by  J.  8.  Cates,  B.  P.  I.  Cir.  94. 
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land^  and  waste  lands  on  99  of  these  farms  in  five  States  along  our 
northern  boundary.  Farmers  in  seven  other  States  were  cooperated 
with,  but  in  no  one  of  these  States  was  there  a  sufficient  number  to 
give  a  significant  average. 


FIQ.  11.— Location  of  99  individual  farma  and  5  agricultural  sections  from  which  data  were  secured.  Each 
dot  represents  a  tona  actually  measured  and  each  shaded  area  a  locality  where  the  survey  method 
wasused. 

Table  III. —  Utilization  of  land  on  99  farms  in  Jive  States. 

(From  actual  land  measurements.) 


AN'erage  number  of  acres  per  farm. 

Relation  to  total  area. 

Vse  of  land. 

West- 
em 

New 
York. 

Ohio. 

Cen- 
tral 
Illi- 
nois. 

South- 
em 
Wi». 

ccosin. 

Minne- 
sota. 

West- 
em 

New 
York. 

Ohio. 

Cen- 
tral 
Illi- 
nois. 

South- 
era 
Wis- 

cousin. 

Mhme- 
sote. 

Total  acreage.. 

131.55 

193.29 

191.00 

170.04 

263.10 

Peret. 
100.0 

Ptrct. 
100.0 

Perci. 

loao 

Perct. 
100.0 

Perct. 

loao 

Productive,  total.... 

124.58 
107. 77 
105.32 

2.45 
9.68 

7.13 
6.97 
2.30 
3.21 
1.46 
22 

183.01 
100.40 
101.80 

7.51 
33.73 

39.88 
10.28 
3.21 
3.03 
4.04 
33 

182.70 
156.70 
14&68 

8.02 
2.38 

23.62 
8.30 
3.91 
2.94 
1.45 
15 

154.15 

86.86 
82.88 

3.98 
29.93 

37.36 
15.89 
4.13 
4.51 
7.25 
17 

236.57 

188.60 
183.54 

5.06 
11.87 

36.10 

26.53 

7.97 

5.17 

13.39 

12 

94.7 
81.9 
80.0 

1.9 

7.4 

5.4 
5.3 
1.8 
2.4 
1.1 
22 

94.7 
66.6 
52.7 

3.9 
17.6 

20.6 
5.3 
1.6 
1.6 
2.1 
33 

95.6 
82.0 
77.8 

4.2 
1.2 

12.4 
4.4 
2.1 
1.5 

0.8 
15 

90.7 
61.1 

48.8 

2.3 
17.6 

22.0 
9.3 
2.4 
2.6 
4.3 
17 

89.9 
71.7 

In  crops 

Tillablepas- 
ture,  Tal- 
low, etc... 
Woods 

09.8 

1.9 
4.5 

Permanent  pas- 
ture.  

Nooproductive,  total 

Farmstead 

Roads 

13.7 
10.1 
3.0 
2.0 

Wasteland 

Number  of  farms 

6.1 
12 

Additional  land-utilization  data  for  farms  in  five  States,  from  one 
of  which  data  were  secured  by  the  cost-accounting  method,  are 
available  from  farm-management  surveys.  These  data  are  shown 
in  Table  IV.     Fig.  11  shows  the  location  of  the  farms  represented 
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in  Tables  III  and  IV,  each  dot  on  the  map  representmg  one  farm 
where  actual  measurements  were  made,  and  the  shaded  areas  the 
localities  from  which  date  were  secured  by  the  survey  method. 
These  latter  data  were  gathered  by  the  customary  Farm-Management 
survey  method  of  recording  the  farmers'  answers  to  carefully  pre- 
pared interrogations.  That  this  method  secured  fairly  accurate 
land-utilization  data  becomes  evident  upon  comparing  the  Illinois 
percentage  figm-es  in  Table  IV  with  those  in  Table  III.  It  is  probable 
that  the  averages  in  Table  IV  are  more  accurate  than  those  in  Table 
III,  since  the  number  of  farms  involved  is  12  times  as  large.  In 
Table  IV  the  farmsteads,  roads,  and  waste  lands  are  grouped  as  one 
item.  The  chart  shown  in  fig.  12  exhibits  the  percentages  given  in 
Tables  III  and  IV  in  graphic  form. 


8C0TI0N 

DtlOTIVC  1         PAATUnc 

„,,0«_-         I       TII.LAM.1 
'^~*"        1        PA«TU«C 

cmor  mooueiNo 

^C«CCNTAOC 

or  AJ«A» 

ID 

lO,         to 

•e 

lO 

lO            to           M           4«            M          M           10 

OCNTfUk 
ILUNOW 

CCNTRAk 

INDIANA 

CftNTRAL 

IOWA 

WftATftMN 

NCW  Tomc 

OHIO 

uCNAWce  ea 

OOUTHCAN 
WIttCONWN 

CHESTcn  oa 

PCNN. 
HINNCSOTA 

1 

l.i.l.lll 

■ 
1 

■ 

■ 
1 

1 
1 

FiQ.  12.— Chart  showing  average  x>6rcentage  of  land  on  Ioitds  devoted  to  dillavnt  uses  in  nine  regions 

ofthe  United  States. 

Table  IV. —  Utilization  of  land  on  1,604  farms  in  Jive  States. 
(From  data  collected  in  Farm  Management  surveys.) 


Average  number  of  acres  per  form. 

Relation  to  total  area. 

Use  of  land. 

Chester 

County, 

Pa. 

Lena^ 

wee 

County, 

Mich. 

Central 
Indi- 
ana. 

Central 
Illinois. 

Central 
Iowa. 

Chester 

County, 

Pa. 

Lena- 

wee 

Coimty, 

Mich. 

Central 
Indi- 
ana. 

Central 
Illinois. 

Central 
Iowa. 

Total  acreage.. 

93.62 

111.98 

113. 70 

240.67 

183.02 

Perct. 
100.0 

PcTCt. 

100.0 

Pcret. 

loao 

Perct. 

loao 

Prrrt. 

loao 

Productive  (total)... 
Tillable 

84.78 
65.48 
56.36 

9.12 
9.29 

laoi 

8.84 
502 

104.18 
83.03 
63.07 

19.96 
14.97 

6.18 

7.80 
453 

108.58 
94.57 
81.31 

13.26 
ia63 

3.38 

5.12 
262 

235.25 
198.80 
187.00 

11.80 
7.02 

29.43 

5.32 
180 

174,80 
133.82 
126.72 

7.10 
4.14 

36.84 

8.22 
207 

9a5 
69.9 
6a2 

9.7 
9.9 

ia7 

9.6 

502 

93.0 
74.1 
56.3 

17.8 
13.4 

5.5 

7.0 
453 

96.5 
83.2 
71.5 

11.7 
9.3 

3.0 

4.6 
262 

97.8 
82.6 
77.7 

4.9 
2.9 

3.2 
180 

95.5 
73.1 

In  crop? 

Tillable  pas- 
ture,   fal- 
low, etc... 
Woods 

68.2 

8.9 
2.3 

Permanent  pas- 
ture  

23il 

Nonpr  0  d  u  0 1 1 V  e 
(farmstead,  roads, 
and  wasteland)... 

Number  of  farms 

4.5 
237 
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There  is  considerable  variation  in  the  way  the  land  is  utilized  in 
the  different  regions  studied,  as  shown  in  Tables  III  and  IV.  This 
is  due  to  the  varying  types  of  agriculture,  the  diversity  of  natural 
conditions,  the  price  of  land,  and  the  length  of  time  that  agriculture 
has  been  practiced  in  each  region.  Where  the  land  is  practically 
level,  mostly  free  from  timber,  and  well  drained,  a  large  proportion 
of  it  is  naturally  in  crops.  Where  the  country  is  hilly,  more  woods 
and  permanent  pastures  are  found,  as  these  are  the  most  profitable 
uses  to  which  much  of  the  land  can  be  put.  In  the  newer  agricultiutil 
regions  there  are  comparatively  large  areas  of  nonproductive  land, 
as  the  land  is  cheap  and  therefore  there  has  not  been  the  same  neces- 
sity to  bring  every  available  acre  under  the  plow  as  in  the  older  areas 
where  land  is  high  priced. 

These  data  on  utilization  of  land,  when  examined  in  relation  to 
the  types  of  agricidture  prevailing  in  the  regions  studied,  show  that 
in  general  the  business  of  farming  is  almost  invariably  adapted  to 
existing  conditions.  Economic  pressure  is  a  force  that  must  be 
reckoned  with,  and  as  a  rule,  any  attempt  to  go  against  its  laws  will 
necessarily  result  in  failure.  Therefore  the  majority  of  farmers  in 
any  region  fall  naturally  into  a  type  of  farming  economically  suited  to 
that  region. 

INFLUENCE  OP  LAND  TENURE. 

There  are  three  well-defined  general  systems  of  tenure  of  farm  land : 

1.  Where  all  the  land  is  owned  hy  the  operator. 

2.  Where  all  the  land  Is  rented  hy  the  operator. 

3.  Where  part  is  owned  and  part  rented. 

Table  V  shows  how  the  land  is  utilized  on  the  farms  studied  in  the 
corn-belt  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa  under  these  three  dif- 
ferent systems  of  tenure.  This  table  shows  that,  on  the  farms  studied, 
the  man  owning  one  place  and  renting  additional  acres  makes  a  better 
utilization  of  his  land  than  either  a  tenant  or  owner,  while  both  the 
tenants  and  the  part  owners  are  more  efficient  in  this  respect  than 
the  owners. 

The  economic  reasons  for  this  showing  are  not  difficult  to  find. 
While  owners  operating  average-sized  farms  get  along  without  efficient 
utilization  of  their  farm  land  by  reason  of  having  no  rent  to  pay  (in 
other  words,  by  living  partly  on  the  interest  on  their  investment), 
the  tenant  or  small-farm  owner  renting  additional  land  must  so 
utilize  the  leased  land  he  farms  as  to  pay  the  rent  and  leave  a  remainder 
sufficient  for  his  own  expenses. 
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Table  V. — Variation  in  land  utUization  under  different  systems  of  (enure  <m  $49fanM 

in  three  corn-belt  States. 

(In  terms  of  percentage  of  average  farm  area.) 


State  and  system  of  tenure. 


Indiana: 

Owners 

Tonants 

Owners  renting 

nUnois: 

Owners 

Tenants 

Owners  renting 

Iowa: 

Owners 

Tenants 

Owners  renting 

Average  for  three  States: 

Owners 

Tenants 

Owners  renting 


Number 
<tf  farms. 


123 
83 
56 

73 
71 


77 
93 
37 

273 
247 
129 


Proportion  of  land  devoted  to  each  use. 


Cropped. 


Percent. 
69.0 
7^3 
75.3 

7a  2 
83.8 
82.6 

63.3 
71.0 
76.3 

67.8 
76.7 
78.8 


Tillable. 


PercenL 
81.1 
83.3 
87.2 

76.0 
87.7 
87.3 

69.5 
7^5 
8L6 

75.6 
8a4 
85.7 


Product- 
ive, 


Percent. 
94.7 
96.0 
96.4 

97.6 
97.8 
9&2 

95.2 
95.5 
96.1 

96.0 
96.4 
97.1 


Ncn, 


lonpro- 
uQttve. 


Prrtxnt. 
-5.3 
.  4-0 
-   3.6 

2.4 

2L3 
L8 

4.8 
4.5 
3.9 

4.0 
2.6 
X9 


The  tenant  can  not  make  as  efficient  utilization  of  land  as  the  small 
owner  renting  additional  land,  since  the  tenant  rents  an  entire  farm 
and  must  usually  take  it  as  it  is,  productive  and  improductive,  tillable 
and  imtillable,  and  pay  a  rental  sufficient  to  compensate  the  owner 
for  his  total  investment,  while  the  owner  of  a  small  place  will  naturally 
choose  only  tillable  land  in  renting  additional  acres.  Furthermore, 
the  tenant  can  not  aflford  to  clear  rough  land,  drain  wet  spots,  etc.,  on 
a  leased  farm,  while  the  small  owner  profitably  can  and  usually  does 
get  every  possible  foot  of  his  small  holding  on  a  productive  basis. 
Using  the  average  percentage  of  unproductive  land  on  part-owner 
farms  as  a  base,  tenants  had  24  per  cent  and  owners  37i  per  cent 
higher  percentage  of  such  land  than  part  owners. 

LOCAL  VARIATION  IN  LAND  UTILIZATION. 

Prom  the  data  shown  and  the  foregoing  discussion  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  utilization  of  land  is  largely  governed  by  existing  conditions, 
natural  and  economic,  and  that  the  average  farmer  in  a  given  region 
will  eventually  of  necessity  follow  a  system  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  there.  It  must  not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  the 
personal  element  enters  into  the  equation,  and  that  both  efficient 
utilization  of  land  and  the  reverse  may  and  do  exist  on  farms  of  the 
same  general  type  in  the  same  region. 

Table  VI  shows  the  variation  in  efficiency  in  land  utilization  on 
the  most  and  the  least  efficient  farm  in  this  respect  in  each  of  the  five 
regions  covered  in  Table  III.  These  data  indicate  the  possibilities 
of  good  judgment  in  land  utilization.  In  each  section  the  most  effi- 
cient farm  has  less  than  half  the  average  percentage  of  land  nonpro- 
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ductive,  while  the  least  efficient  farm  has  more  than  double  the 
average  percentage  nonproductive.  While  these  variations  are 
doubtless  due  in  part  to  natural  conditions,  such  as  waste  lands  which 
it  is  inipracticable  to  reclaim,  they  nevertheless  indicate  that  there 
is  need  of  good  judgment  in  studying  farms  from  the  standpoint  of 
efficient  land  utilization. 

Ta  ble  VI. — Variation  in  efficiency  of  land  utiliiation  on  individual  farms  in  five  States. 
(In  terms  of  percentage  of  total  farm  area.) 


Proportion  of  nonproductive  land  on— 

RegioD. 

Farm  having 

least  efficient 

landutnixa- 

tion. 

Average  of 
the  region. 

Farm  having 

most  efficient 

land  utiUza- 

tion. 

Western  New  York     

Percent. 
12.7 
13.6 
9.0 
18.1 
22.4 

Per  cent, 
6.3 
5.3 
4.4 
9.0 

lai 

Per  cent. 

2.6 

Ohio 

1.6 

rflfitrfii  Tiihinfa 

1.8 

Southern  Wisconsin        

2.5 

Minnesota 

4.3 

CONCLUSION. 

The  results  of  this  study,  based  on  area  records  from  1,703  farms 
distributed  throughout  nine  States,  serve  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  certain  portions  of  any  farm  which  contribute  nothing 
to  the  farm  income,  and  to  suggest  various  ways  through  which 
more  or  less  of  such  nonproductive  land  may  be  reclaimed  on  the 
average  farm.  The  percentage  of  the  total  farm  acreage  occupied 
by  these  nonproductive  areas  varies  widely  in  different  regions,  and 
even  on  different  individual  farms  in  the  same  locality;  yet  even  at 
best,  where  farming  has  been  developed  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency, 
it  is  not  ^mco^^non  to  see  land  wasted  by  inefficient  farm  organization. 

Every  nonproducing  acre  of  tillable  land  that  profitably  can  be 
made  productive  is  a  loafer  acre  and  should  either  be  put  to  work  or 
sold.  Otherwise  the  money  tied  up  in  it  is  dead  capital.  The  size 
of  the  productive  part  of  a  farm  is  perhaps  the  most  important  factor 
bearing  upon  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  successful  farming  under 
average  conditions,  and  every  loafer  acre  reclaimed  is  that  much 
added  to  the  farmer's  chance  of  making  a  good  income. 
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PUBUCATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTUSE 
AND  OP  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
THIS  BULLETIN. 


ON  CLEARING  LAND. 

DEPABTMENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Bur.  Plant  Indus.  Cir.  25,  The  cost  of  clearing  logged-off  land  for  farming  in  the 

Pacific  Northwest. 
Bur.  Plant  Indus.  Bui.  239,  Cost  and  methods  of  clearing  land  in  western  Washington. 
Dept.  Bui.  91,  Cost  and  methods  of  clearing  land  in  the  Lake  States. 
Farmers'  Bui.  600,  An  outfit  for  boring  taprooted  stumps  for  blasting. 

STATION   PUBUCATIONS. 

Kentucky  Sta.  Bui.  154,  Blowing  stumps  with  dynamite. 
Minnesota  Sta.  Bui.  134,  Land  clearing. 
Mississippi  Sta.  Bui.  159,  Clearing  pine  land. 

Washington  Sta.  Bui.  93,  I.  A  preliminary  report  on  some  experiments  in  clearing 

logged-off  land  with  a  stump  burner. 
II.  A  promising  method  for  destroying  stumps  and  logs. 
Washington  Sta.  Bui.  101,  Methods  of  clearing  logged-off  lands. 
Washington  Sta.  Pop.  Bui.  40,  Char-pit  method  of  destroying  stumps. 
Washington  Sta.  Bui.  1,  Spec.  Ser.,  An  experiment  in  clearing  logged-off  land  by  the 
aid  of  a  donkey  engine  in  1908. 

ON  DRAINAGE. 

DEPABTMENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Farmers'  Bui.  187,  Drainage  on  farm  lands. 
Farmers'  Bui.  524,  Tile  drainage  on  the  farm. 

STATION  PUBLICATIONS. 

Arkansas  Sta.  Bui.  32,  Farm  drainage. 

Arkansas  Sta.  Bui.  104,  Farm  drainage. 

Delaware  Sta.  Rpt.,  1892  (p.  30,  31),  Soil  improvement  caused  by  vertical  drainage. 

Indiana  Sta.  Bui.  57  (p.  81-100),  The  improvement  of  unproductive  black  soils. 

Iowa  Sta.  Bui.  78  (p.  235-263),  Drainage  conditions  in  Iowa.    Notes  and  tables  on 

drainage  engineering. 
Michigan  Sta.  Spec.  Bui.  56  (p.  467-510),  Drainage. 

Minnesota  Sta.  Bui.  110,  Report  on  the  installation  of  an  experimental  drainage  system. 
New  Hampshire  Sta.  Bui.  118,  Tile  drainage. 

New  York  Cornell  Sta.  Bui.  254  (p.  229-282,  figs.  188-216),  Drainage  in  New  York. 
Ohio  Sta.  Cir.  147,  The  cost  of  tile  drainage. 
Utah  Sta.  Bui.  123,  Farm  drainage,  a  manual  of  instruction. 
Vermont  Sta.  Bui.,  Jime  1913  (p.  275-312),  The  principles  of  land  drainage. 
Wisconsin  Sta.  Bui.  138,  Land  drainage. 
Wisconsin  Sta.  Bui.  146,  Drainage  conditions  of  Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin  Sta.  Bui.  199,  The  principles  and  practice  of  land  drainage. 
Wisconsin  Sta.  Bui.  229,  The  right  drain  for  the  right  place. 
Wisconsin  Sta.  Rpt.  12th,  1895  (p.  232-236),  An  experiment  in  draining  low-lying 

marsh  lands  by  means  of  a  dike,  a  sump  or  reservoir,  tile  drains,  and  a  windmill. 
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THE  FARMER'S  INCOME.} 

By  E.  A.  GoLDENWEisER,  SlatUtician. 
SUMMARY. 

A  comparison  of  the  fanner's  income  witli  that  of  di^er 
workers  is  difficult  because  the  farming  business  has  not  h^&ar< 
reduced  to  a  money  basis. 

The  average  farm  family  has  earnings,  including  house  rent  and  the 
value  of  food  and  fuel  supplied  by  the  farm,  about  equal  to  those  of 
the  average  industrial  family,  but  the  farmer  has  the  advantage  of  a 
much  lower  cost  of  living  and  has,  in  addition  to  his  earnings,  the 
interest  on  the  money  he  has  invested  in  his  farm  business. 

The  wages  of  the  average  farmer  are  about  $600,^  composed  of 
about  $200  in  cash  and  about  $400  supplied  by  the  farm.  The  aver- 
age wage  earner  in  a  factory  earns  about  $460,  and  the  average  salaried 
employee  about  $1,200.  Thus  the  farmer's  wages  are  higher  than 
those  of  industrial  wage  workers  but  lower  than  those  of  salaried 
employees  hi  industry.     (See  fig.  1.) 

In  view  of  the  lower  cost  of  living  on  the  farm  and  the  fact  that 
two-thirds  of  the  fanners  have  interest  in  addition  to  wages,  it 
appears  that  farmers,  as  a  class,  are  better  off  than  the  majority  of 
persons  engaged  in  other  pursuits. 

NATURE  OF  FARM  BUSINESS. 

The  business  of  the  farm  is  so  complex  and  so  different  in  many 
particulars  from  that  of  other  enterprises  that  it  is  a  difficult  task 
to  measure  the  income  earned  by  farmers  in  terms  comparable  to 

1  This  buHetin  is  based  on  a  circular  on  this  subject  by  W.  J.  Spillman,  issued  July  19, 1913,  on  BuIletiH 
No.  635,  entitled  •<  What  the  Farm  Contributes  Directly  to  the  Farmer's  Living,"  by  W.  C.  Funk,  and  on 
statistics  collected  by  the  OfTice  of  Farm  Management  and  the  Demonstration  Service,  of  this  department^ 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  tho  Bureau  of  Labor,  and  the  Immigration  Commission. 

*  Bee  pp.  5  and  6. 
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incomes  of  persons  in  other  pursuits.  The  fanner  lives  at  his  place 
of  business  and  pays  no  cash  rent  for  the  use  of  his  house,  while  his 
fields  and  groves  are  nearly  as  much  a  part  of  his  residence  as  the 
rooms  in  the  farm  dwelling.  The  farmer  derives  two-thirds  of  his 
food  and  fuel  from  the  farm  and  pays  no  cash  for  them.  When  a 
value  is  placed  on  these  items  it  is  a  wholesale  farm  value,  which  is 
much  less  than  the  price  paid  for  the  same  articles  by  the  city 
dweller,  who  has  to  pay  in  addition  a  series  of  transportation  charges, 
commissions,  and  profits  of  middlemen.  Furthermore,  the  products 
suppUed  by  the  farm  are  generally  superior  in  quality  to  those 
obtained  at  groceries  by  the  average  city  dweller.  It  is  impossible, 
however,  to  place  a  correct  money  valuation  on  this  diflference. 

The  farm  owner's  capital  is  his  farm.  This  includes  not  only  his 
real-estate  investment  but  abo  his  entire  working  capital.  The  farm 
generally  represents  all  of  his  savings  and  the  inherited  savings  of 
his  ancestors.  The  income  derived  from  the  farm  is  composed,  from 
this  point  of  view,  of  four  different  elements — the  cash  earnings  of 
the  farm  family  during  the  year  imder  consideration,  the  living 
supplied  by  the  farm,  the  annual  return  on  the  accumulated  savings 
of  the  farmer's  own  life,  and  the  annual  returns  on  the  inherited 
savings  of  his  forbears. 

In  comparing  the  farmer  with  the  city  man  who  draws  a  weekly 
wage  for  his  labor  and  spends  it  in  providing  the  necessities  of  life  for 
his  family,  the  outstanding  difficulty  involved  is  the  fact  that  the 
farm  business  has  as  yet  not  been  reduced  altogether  to  a  money 
basis.  The  city  man  sells  his  labor  for  money  and  buys  all  he  con- 
sumes at  the  cost  of  money.  He  invests  whatever  savings  he  may 
have  or  whatever  capital  he  may  have  inherited  in  enterprises  that 
often  have  no  connection  whatever  with  his  own  activities.  In  other 
words,  the  city  man's  life  has  been  entirely  reduced  to  a  commercial 
basis,  his  income  and  outgo  may  be  measured  in  terms  of  the  medium 
of  exchange,  while  the  farm  is  still  to  a  large  extent  a  self-sufficient 
unit  producing  values  not  all  of  which  have  been  reduced  to  exchange 
prices  and  an  income  that  contains  elements  measurable  only  by  the 
amount  of  satisfaction  derived  by  the  owner. 

The  comparison  of  the  earnings  of  farmers  with  those  of  other 
classes  of  population,  which  is  attempted  in  this  buUetm,  can  be,  in 
view  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  only  of  a  very  general  nature, 
and  the  results  are  only  approximately  representative  of  actual 
conditions. 

EARNINGS  OP  FARM  PAMttY. 

It  is  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  census  figures  that  the  total 
value  of  crops  produced  in  1909  by  the  6,362,000  farmers  in  the 
United  States  and  not  fed  to  live  stock  amounted  to  about 
$3,260,000,000.    The  value  of  the  live-stock  products  of  the  farms 
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was  $lyl25;000y000,  and  the  value  of  animals  sold  and  animals 
slaughtered  on  farms,  $1,833;000,000.  The  total  gross  income  de- 
rived by  farmers  from  all  these  sources  was  about  $6,208,000,000,  or 
$976  per  farm.  In  this  item  are  included  such  portions  of  the  farm 
products  consimied  at  the  home  farms  as  the  census  enumerator  was 
able  to  estimate,  but  the  total  falls  short  of  the  full  amount  of  the 
fanner's  income  by  the  omission  of  the  milk  and  cream  consimied 
on  the  home  farm  and  of  a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  vegetables,  fruit, 
and  poultry.  Furthermore,  the  figure  includes  no  allowance  for  the 
fuel  and  use  of  the  house.  The  aggregate  of  these  additional  items 
has  been  estimated  at  $1,654,000,000,  or  $260  per  farm,  making  a 
total  gross  income  of  $1,236  per  farm.  Out  of  tiiis  gross  income  the 
average  farmer  pays  $512  in  farm  expenses,  including  labor,  ferti- 
lizers, feed,  animals  purchased,  etc.,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  and 
depreciation  charges;  leaving  a  net  earning  of  $724  available  for  fam- 
ily expenses,  payments  on  mortgage,  and  savings.  After  deducting 
interest  on  the  investment  at  5  per  cent  ($322),  there  is  left  $402, 
the  income  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  farm  family. 

In  arriving  at  this  average  all  the  farms  of  the  United  States  were 
included,  and  the  figure  is  affected  by  the  financial  losses  sustained 
by  the  estates  of  wealthy  persons  who  farm  for.  amusement,  by  the 
small  farm  incomes  from  suburban  farms  whose  owners  earn  their 
living  by  occupations  other  than  farming,  and  by  the  low  wages  of 
small  tenant  ffusners  in  the  South,  where  tenantry  in  mai^y  cases  is 
simply  a  method  of  hiring  labor.  Furthermore,  the  $402  include 
no  earnings  derived  from  pursuits  other  than  farming,  an  item  that 
is  important  in  certain  regions  in  which  even  genuine  farmers  often 
engage  in  lumbering  or  other  outside  work  in  addition  to  their  work 
on  the  farms.  There  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  that  this  figure  is 
lower  than  the  true  average  income  of  typical  farmers  throughout 
the  country. 

The  Office  of  Farm  Management  has  made  intensive  studies  of 
4,018  farms  in  widely  scattered  sections  of  the  United  States.  In 
each  region  selected  all  the  farms  were  investigated,  but  the  regions 
themselves  generally  represent  better  than  average  conditions. 
The  average  earnings  of  these  farm  families  were  $952,  of  which 
about  $400  represented  the  value  of  the  house  rent  and  of  food  and 
fuel  supplied  by  the  farm,  and  about  $550  the  cash  income  of  the 
farm  family.  The  two  figures,  $402  and  $952,  the  one  derived  from 
a  census  of  all  farms,  including  many  that  are  not  bona  fide  farm 
enterprises,  the  other  from  a  survey  of  sections  in  which  the  average 
farm  ranks  higher  than  the  general  average,  may  be  considered  as 
the  extremes  between  which  the  true  average  lies.  It  is  significant 
that  the  averages  obtained  by  actual  investigations  of  industrial  fami- 
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lies  fall  approximately  halfway  between  these  two  extremes.  Thus, 
a  study  of  25,000  families  of  wage  earners  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  in  1902  shows  an  average  income  of  $750  per  family,  and  a 
study  of  16,000  industrial  families  made  by  the  Immigration  Com- 
mission in  1909  shows  an  average  of  $721  per  family.  These  figures 
are  about  what  students  of  social  conditions  have  determined  upon 
as  being  the  minimum  necessary  for  the  support  of  an  average 
family.  While  the  farm,  families  of  the  United  States  thus  seem  to 
be  making  about  the  same  amount  as  the  industrial  families,  there 
are  three  factors  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  farm  business 
that  make  the  conditions  of  farm  families  more  advantageous. 

1.  Owing  to  the  fact  mentioned  above  that  the  values  allowed 
for  the  items  supplied  by  the  farm  are  wholesale  farm  values,  the 
cost  of  living  on  the  farm  is  much  less  than  in  the  cities,  and  if  the 
figures  were  based  on  retail  city  prices,  the  average  would  have  been 
not  less  than  $200  above  that  given.  In  other  words,  the  average 
farm  family  saves  at  least  $200  on  its  annual  bill  for  rent,  food,  and 
fuel,  as  compai'ed  with  a  city  family  of  the  same  size. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  income  earned  by  the  labor  of  the  farm 
family,  farm  owners  have  the  interest  on  their  farm  investment, 
which  amoimts  to  about  $322  per  family.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
farmers  are  owners  and  have  the  use  of  that  money.  It  is  true  that 
out  of  their  income  they  are  obliged  to  make  payments  on  their 
indebtedness,  but  this  does  not  average  more  than  $100  a  year  for 
the  farms  that  have  mortgages,  and. only  about  one-third  of  the 
farms  are  reported  as  being  mortgaged.  In  practice  the  farmer 
does  not  distinguish  between  the  interest  on  his  investment  and  the 
earnings  of  his  family,  and  the  income  available  for  his  expenses  is 
derived  from  both  sources. 

3.  In  addition  to  earnings  and  interest,  the  farmer  benefits  by 
increases  that  may  occur  in  the  value  of  his  property.  During  the 
decade  preceding  1910  the  increase  was  enormous,  amounting  to  over 
$20,000,000,000,  or  $2,000,000,000  annually,  so  that,  assuming  that 
the  increase  was  evenly  distributed  through  the  decade,  the  average 
farm  family  had  property  valued  at  about  $300  more  in  1910  than  in 
1909.  While  this  item  does  not  directly  increase  the  farmer's  financial 
resources,  for  imless  he  sells  his  farm  the  money  is  not  available, 
but  his  taxes  increase;  and  while  it  is  a  question  whether  this  increase 
in  value  is  likely  to  continue  long  (and  it  seems  probable  that  it 
will  at  least  not  continue  at  the  same  rate),  nevertheless,  in  so  far 
as  the  increase  represents  genuine  value  and  not  inflation,  it  is  an 
increase  in  the  farm  capital,  or  in  the  earning  power  of  the  farm. 
It  also  has  the  a<ivantage  of  strengthening  the  borrowing  ability 
of  the  farmer,  and  thus  increasing  the  amount  of  cash  upon  which 
he  may  draw.     That  the  rise  in  farm  values  exerts  a  decided  influence 
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on  the  economic  conditions  affecting  farming  is  seen  from  the  fact 
that  in  many  regions  landlords  are  content  with  very  small  cash 
returns  on  their  investment  in  the  expectation  of  making  up  the 
difference  in  the  increase  in  the  value  of  their  property. 

To  simi  up,  it  appears  from  the  discussion  that  the  average,  farm 
family  makes  approximately  as  much  for  its  labor  as  the  average 
industrial  family,  but  owing  to  the  lower  cost  of  hving  on  the  farm 
and  to  the  interest  earned  by  the  farm  investment,  the  average 
farm  family  occupies  a  much  more  secure  economic  position  than 
does  the  average  city  family.  This  statement  refers  to  averages, 
and  it  should  be  remembered  that  a  great  many  farmers  fall  far  below 
those  averages  while  others  rise  far  above  them.  In  a  study  of  4,400 
farmers  conducted  by  the  Farm  Demonstration  Service  of  this 
department,  it  was  shown  that  the  most  successful  fifth  of  the 
farmers  made  about  four  times  as  much  as  the  next  to  the  least 
successful  fifth,  while  the  poorest  fifth  made  considerably  less  than  the 
interest  on  their  farm  investments.  While  it  is  doubtless  true  that 
the  distance  separating  the  richest  from  the  poorest  farmer  is  not  as 
great  as  that  separating  the  men  at  the  lowest  and  at  the  topmost 
rung  of  the  ladder  in  the  industrial  world,  nevertheless  there  is  a  wide 
range  of  variation  in  prosperity  even  among  farmers. 

THE  FARMER'S  WAGES. 

In  order  to  compare  the  wages  earned  by  the  farmer  himself  with 
those  earned  by  the  worker  in  other  industries,  the  value  of  the 
unpaid  labor  of  the  farmer's  family  should  be  subtracted  from  the 
figiu'es  discussed  in  the  preceding  section.  This  item  amoimts  to 
approximately  one-tenth  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  whole  farm 
family.  The  farmer's  wages,  based  on  an  average  for  the  entire 
country,  are  approximately  $360  a  year,  including  food,  fuel,  and 
lodging  fmmished  by  the  farm,  while  based  on  the  farms  included 
in  farm  management  surveys  they  are  $852  a  year.  If  the  real  wages 
earned  by  the  representative  farmer  of  the  United  States  were  mid- 
way between  these  two  extremes,  his  earnings  would  be  about  $600. 
This  figure  is  below  the  average  obtained  by  a  study  of  4,400  farms 
in  the  United  States  made  by  the  demonstration -service  of  this 
department.  This  average  was  $387  in  cash,  to  which  shoiJd  be 
added  about  $400  in  home  supplies  and  rent,  bringing  the  total  up 
to  about  $800.  Thus,  $600  is  a  conservative  figure  for  the  farmer's 
wages  and  may  be  compared  with  the  $518  earned  by  the  average 
wage  workers  on  full  time  in  factories.  When  allowance  is  made  for 
unemployment  the  factory  workers  average  only  $460  a  year,  and 
while  tnis  includes  women  and  children  employed  in  manufactiu^es^ 
as  well  as  men,  wage  earners  even  in  such  occupations  as  iron  and 
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THE  farmer's  income. 


steel  works  and  rolling  mills  report  average  earnings,  allowing  for 
time  off,  of  only  about  $610. 

While  the  farmer's  earnings  are  higher  than  -those  of  most  industrial 
wage  earners,  the  salaried  employees  of  factories,  clerks,  etc.,  who 
average  $1,188  a  year,  have  cash  incomes  above  those  earned  by 
farmers.  The  farmer's  earnings  may  be  further  compared  with  the 
$1,052  earned  by  the  average  patrolman  on  the  police  force  in  cities 
of  at  least  30,000  inhabitants,  with  the  $948  earned  by  the  average 
employee  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  i^dth  the  $663 
earned  by  the  average  clergyman.* 

The  limitations  of  averages  and  the  difficulties  of  comparison  apply 
with  the  same  force  to  the  farmer's  wages  as  to  the  earnings  of  the 
farm  family,  but  in  view  of  all  the  available  evidence  the  conclusion 
seems  justified  that  the  farmer*s  earnings,  all  things  considered,  are 
greater  than  tihose  of  the  average  wage  earner  engaged  in  other 
occupations. 

t  The  figures  Introduoed  for  oomparlsaii  are  all  bated  oaceonis  reports.  Tlie  number  of  perseos  iavol  red 
jttd  the  yean  to  which  the  Agazm  relate  ate  as  foOovs:  Street  railway  wage  workers,  25»fiO0  (1912);  iron 
«ad  steel  workers,  240^000  (1909);  factory  wage  earners 96^I5;000  (1909);  telephone  wage  workers,  146,000 
(1912);  factory  salaried  employees, 790/ioO  (1909);  street  railway  salaried  employees,  23,000  (1912);  patrol- 
men, 32,000  (1907);  Federal  employees,  186,000  <1907);  telepboie  salaried  employees,  39^009  <t912);  and 
clergymen,  U»fiOO  (1906). 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


PUBUCATIONS  OP  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE  RELATING  TO 
THE  BUSINESS  SIDE  OF  PARMING. 

AVAILABLE  FOB  FBEB  DISTBIBUTION. 

Replanning  a  Farm  for  Profit.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  370.) 
A  System  of  Tenant  Farming  and  Its  Results.    (Farmers*  Bulletin  437.) 
Systems  of  Farming  in  Central  New  Jersey.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  472.) 
Farm  Bookkeeping.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  511.) 
A  System  of  Farm  Cost  Accounting.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  572.) 
How  to  Use  Farm  Credit.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  593.) 

What  the  Farm  Contributes  Directly  to  the  Farmer's  Living.  (Farmers'  Bulletin  635.) 
How  Farmers  May  Improve  Their  Personal  Credit.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  654.) 
Method  of  Analyzing  the  Farm  Business.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  661.) 
Cooperative  Organization  Business  Methods.    (Department  Bulletin  178.) 
Outlets  and  Methods  of  Sale  for  Shippers  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables.    (Department 
Bulletin  266.) 

FOB  SALE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Example  of  Model  Farming.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  242.)    Price,  5  cents. 
A  Profitable  Tenant  Dairy  Farm.    (Farmers'  Bulletin  280.)    Price,  5  cents. 
How  a  City  Family  Managed  a  Farm.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  432.)    Price,  5  cents. 
Farm  Management:  Organization  of  Research  and  Teaching.    (Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry  Bulletin  236.)    Price,  20  cents. 
What  is  Farm  Management?    (Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  259.)    Price,  10 

cents. 
Miscellaneous  Papers:  Farmers*  Income.     (Biu-eau  of  Plant  Industry  Circular  132.) 

Price,  5  cents. 
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A  LTHOUGH  grasshoppers  are  riot  usually  noticed 
jLjL  by  the  farmer  until  they  have  reached  a  con- 
siderable size,  they  begin  to  injure  his  crops  imme- 
diately upon  hatching  from  the  egg.  They  should 
be  detected  and  combated,  therefore,  while  young 
and  small,  so  thai;  time,  labor,  and  material,  as  weU 
as  crops,  may  be  saved. 

The  destruction  of  grasshopper  eggs  by  ,fall 
plowing,  disking,  or  harrowing  is  recommended 
where  practicable. 

Hopperdozers  or  other  grasshopper  traps  are 
sometimes  partiallv  effective  where  the  lay  of  the 
fields  and  other  infested  areas  will  permit  their  use, 
but  these  appliances  are  seldom  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  best  results  can  be  obtained  when  all  the 
farmers  in  a  community  cooperate. 

The  most  practicable  means  of  controlling  grass- 
hoppers is  by  the  application  of  the  poisoned  baits 
described  on  pages  15  and  16  of  this  bulletin. 

In  the  semiarid  parts  of  the  country,  as  in  Cali- 
fornia and  the  Southwest,  the  poisoned  baits  should 
have  water  added  to  them  to  counteract  the  rapid 
drying  and  should  be  applied  during  the  late  after- 
noon. 

Where  the  climate  is  moist,  as  in  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  States,  the  baits  may  be  prepared 
without  the  water  and  applied  during  the  early 
morning  hours. 
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GRASSHOPPER  CONTROL  IN  RELATION  TO  CEREAL 
AND  FORAGE  CROPS. 
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PRINCIPAL  KINDS  OF  GRASSHOPPERS  INVOLVED. 

MANY  kinds  of  grasshoppers  are  injurious  to  grains,  grasses,  and 
forage  crops  throughout  the  United  States.     The  more  im- 
portant are  the  differential,*  the  two-striped,"  the  Carolina,'  the 
lessor  migratory,*  the  pellucid  or  clear- winged,"  the  red-legged,®  the 
California  devastating,^  the  southwestern  lubber,®  the  Florida  lub- 
ber,*   and    the 
New      Mexico 
long -winged 
grasshopper.*^ 

In  the  follow- 
ing pages  is  given 
a  short  descrip- 
tion of  these 
grasshoppers  and 
the    regions    in 

which  they  occur,    no.  l. — southwestern  lubber  grasshopper  {Braohyatola  WMgno)  : 
together         with  Adult  female.     Natural  slse.     (Original.) 

their  life  history,  the  crops  attacked,  and  measures  for  controlling 
them. 

The  southwestern  lubber  grasshopper  (fig.  1),  a  very  large  species, 
lives  in  the  semiarid  regions  of  the  Southwest.  It  is  usually  pale 
green  in  color,  speckled  and  marked  with  pink  and  brown,  and  is 
wingless  throughout  its  entire  life.  It  sometimes  becomes  injuriously 
abundant  on  the  cattle  ranges  and  dry  farms  of  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona,  but  is  found  throughout  the  Great  Plains  region  from 


1  Melanoplfu  differenUalis  Thom. 
>  MelanopluM  bivittatus  Say. 
"  DUsosieira  Carolina  L. 
*Melanoplu9  atlanU  Riley. 
*  Camnula  pellucida  Scudd. 

54785*— Bull.  747—16 


•  Melanoplua  femur-rubrum  De  G. 
T  MelanopluM  devastator  Scudd. 

'  Brachystola  mayna  Gir. 

•  Dictyophorus  reticulatus  Ttaunb. 
*•  Dissosteira  longipennis  Thom. 
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Wyoming  and  South  Dakota  to  New  Mexico  and  Texas.  It  is  known 
to  injure  seriously  corn,  kafir,  alfalfa,  and  grasses  of  various  kinds. 

The  Florida  lubber  grasshopper  (fig.  2)  is  a  clumsy  insect,  often 
reaching  the  length  of  more  than  2  J  inches,  and  is  correspondingly 

robust.  It  is 
usually  yel- 
lowish in 
color,  pret- 
tily marked 
with  black, 
and  its  short 
and  nearly 
useless  wings 
are  more  or 
less  distinctly 

Fig.  2. — Florida  lubber  grasshopper  (Dictyophorus  reticulatua)  :  Adult  gfoijied    with 
female.     Natural  size.     (Webster.) 

a    bright 
crimson  color.    It  inhabits  the  southern  United  States  from  North 
Carolina  to  Texas  and  has  been  especially  injurious  throughout 
the  newly  reclaimed  regions  in  the  State  of  Florida.    It  has  been 
found  to  attack  com, 
grasses,  sorghum, 
cowpeas,  soy  beans, 
and  other  crops. 

The  differential 
grasshopper  (fig.  3) 
is  usually  a  yellow- 
ish-colored insect 
with  clear  glassy 
hind  wings,  hvex- 
aging  nearly  1^ 
inches  in  length.  Its 
hind  legs  are  usually 
distinctly  marked 
with  yellow  and 
black,  the  colors  ar- 
ranged in  chevron- 
shaped  bars  on  the 

sides  of  the  thighs,  p^^  3._Dlfrerentlal  grasshopper  (MelanopluB  difterenUaiU)  : 
It  is  found  through-         Above,  adult  male ;  below,  adult  female.     Twice  natural 

out  nearly  the  entire      '''''    <o^*«^^^) 

United  States,  although  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
This  grasshopper  is  chiefly  injurious  in  the  middle  western  and 
southwestern  States,  and  is  known  to  attack  the  following  cereal  and 
forage  crops:  Com,  sorghum,  oats,  wheat,  bluegrass,  soy  beans, 
clover,  and  alfalfa. 
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The  two-striped  grasshopper  (fig.  4)  is  a  compact,  yellowish  species, 
bearing,  as  its 
name  implies, 
two  yellow 
stripes  run- 
ning from 
the  forehead 
down  each 
side  of  the 
otherwise 
brown  back. 
It  varies 
from  1  to  IJ 
inches  in 
length  and  its 
hind  wings 
are  nearly 
colorless. 
This  species 
is  found  from 
southern 
Canada  to 
Mexico,  ex- 
cepting the  Fio.  4.  —  Two-Btriped  grasshopper  (Mclanoplus  bUittatus)  :  Above, 
South  Atlan-         adult  male;  below,  adult  female.    Twice  natural  size.     (Original.) 

lie  States,  and  is  very  injurious  to  such  important  crops  as  wheat, 

corn,  grasses,  alfalfa,  and 
clover. 

The  lesser  migratory 
grasshopper  (fig.  5)  is  a 
rather  small,  yellowish- 
gray  species,  averaging 
about  1  inch  in  length 
and  bearing  a  distinct 
patch  of  black  on  the  neck 
or  collar.  Although  this 
grasshopper  is  compara- 
tively small  in  size,  it  is  a 
strong  flier  and  sometimes 
does  immense  damage  to 

^    ^    ,  .         ''        ^  .,^ ,       ,        alfalfa,  grasses,  timothy, 

Pio.  6. — Lesser  migratory  grasshopper  (Melanoplus  ^    '^  '  ^^ 

atlanU)  :  Above,  adult  male ;  below,  adult  female.      COm,   rye,   SOy   beanS,   and 
About  twice  natural  size.     (Original).  wheat.       It      is      fouud 

throughout  nearly  the  entire  United  States,  but  is  chiefly  injurious 
in  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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The  red-legged  grasshopper  (fig.  6)  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
distributed  of  all  the  injurious  species.  It  is  a  small,  yellowidi 
insect,  having  its  legs  partly  tinged  with  a  bright  reddish  hue.  Its 
back  is  brownish  and  the  hind  wings  are  colorless.  It  is  found  in 
considerable  numbers  throughout  the  entire  United  States,  southern 

Canada,  and  north- 
em  Mexico,  and  is 
known  to  injure 
seriously  wheat, 
corn,  bluegrass, 
oats,  rye,  timothy, 
and  soy  beans. 

The  California 
devastating  gra^- 
hopper  (fig.  7)  is  a 
rather  small  species 
resembling  some- 
what the  common 
red  -  legged  grass- 
_  hopper,  but  its  in- 

FiG.  6.— Red-legged  grasshopper  (Mclanoplus  femurruhrum)  :  JUriOUS  Work  IS  COn- 
•Above,  adult  male;  below,  adult  female.  About  twice  fined  to  the  Westem 
natural  size.     (OriglDal.)  tt    'x    j    ox    ^  i 

United  States,  and 
especially  California,  where  it  frequently  injures  severely  the  alfalfa 
crop. 

The  Carolina  grasshopper  (fig.  8)  is  of  moderate  to  rather  large 
size,  and  is  usually  of  a  plain  pepper-and-salt  color,  sometimes  vary- 
ing, in  accordance  with  the  soil  upon  which  it  is  found,  from  gray 
through  yellowish  to  a  distinctly 
reddish  color.    Its  hind  wings  are 
nearly  black  but  are  margined  with 
yellow.    Thus  it   is  rendered   in- 
conspicuous while  sitting  upon  the 
ground   but   catches  the   eye   im- 
mediately upon  taking  flight.    It 

is  very  widely  distributed  through-      Fio.  7. -California    deyRsfatlng    gnu«. 

out      the      entire      United       States         hopper  (Melanoplus  devastator)  :  Adult 

•1.1  1.      •    •  •        1  male.    About  twice  natural  sise.     (Orlg- 

and  IS  known  to  injure  seriously       jnai.) 
corn,  wheat,  alfalfa,  and  soy  beans. 

The  pellucid  or  clear-winged  grasshopper  (fig.  9)*  is  a  small  species 
having  its  hind,  or  true,  wings  clear  or  pellucid,  while  the  front  wings 
are  distinctly  blotched  with  brown.  It  is  at  times  one  of  the  most 
injurious  species  found  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  especially  injurious  in  the  States  of  Idaho,  Utah,  and  Cali- 
fornia, but  is  also  found  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.    It  is  dis- 
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tributed  throughout  the  northern  United  States  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific.    This  grasshopper  is  known  to  injure  oats,  wheat,  grasses, 
and   occasion- 
ally flax. 

The    New 
Mexico    long-        * 
winged  grass- 
hopper  (fig. 
10)  is.  a  large, 
strong  -  flying 
species,   often 
mea  su  ring  . 
more    than    2  ' 
inches    in 
length  and  is 
yellowish- 
gray,   marked 
with    choco- 
late -  colored 

spots.  It  is  Fio.  8. — Carolina  grasshopper  (Dissosteira  Carolina):  Above,  adult 
Irnnxim    ir^   ot  male  ;  below,  adult  female.    About  twice  natural  Bize.     (Original.) 

ist  in  the  central  United  States,  from  Idaho  and  Montana  to 
New  Mexico  and  Texas,  and  at  times  has  been  exceedingly  in- 
jurious to  the  native  grasses  on  the  cattle  ranges  of  New  Mexico. 

MANNER  OF  INJURY. 

Grasshoppers,  both 
young  and  old,  injure 
crops  in  but  one  way,  that 
is,  by  gnawing  and  de- 
vouring them  wholesale, 
and  where  very  numerous 

Pio.  9.  — Pellucid  or  clear-winged  grasshopper  they  have  been  known  to 
iCamnula  pellucida)  :  A6u\t  tem&le.  About  twice  conSUme  almost  everv 
natural  size.     (Original.)  ,.  ,  .  .    ,  . 

green  thing  m  sight. 
Even  the  bark  on  the  tender  twigs  of  trees  is  eaten  by  these  ravenous 
insects,  which  are  known  to  gnaw  the  handles  of  agricultural  tools, 
such  as  hoes  and  rakes,  in  order  to  secure  the  salt  left  upon  them 
by  the  perspiring  hands  of  the  farmer. 

CONDITIONS  FAVORABLE  TO  OUTBREAKS  OF  GRASSHOPPERS. 

It  is  generally  believed  in  the  middle  and  far  western  regions  of 
the  United  States  that  when  two  dry  summers  occur  in  succession. 
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the  second  one  usually  produces  serious  outbreaks  of  grasshoppers. 

Whether  or  not  this  be  true,  there  is  ample  evidence  to  show  that 

dry  weather 
favors  the 
successful 
hatching  of 
)  the  eggs  and 
the  subse- 
quent devel- 
opment of 
these  pests. 
On  the  other 

Fig.   10. — New  Mexico  long-winged   grasshopper    {Dissosteira  longipen-  Y^gLuA     COOl 
nU)  :  Adult  femalcT    About  one-third  enlarged.     (H.  E.  Smith.)  ^     '        . 

wet  weather 
is  unfavorable,  and  grasshoppers  often  die  in  great  numbers  from 
disease  when  such  weather  conditions  prevail. 

LIFE  HISTORIES  AND  DE- 
VELOPMENT OF  GRASS- 
HOPPERS IN  GENERAL. 

The  life  histories  of  the  va- 
rious species  of  injurious 
grasshoppers  are  quite  simi- 
lar in  character.  The  eggs 
are  usually  deposited  in  the  „  .     ,,.   .        ^  . 

.  •'     J       .  Fio.  11. — Sac,  or  **  pod,"  of  grasshopper  eggs  in 

soil,      inclosed      m      sacs,      or  the  ground.    SllghUy  enlarged.     (OriginaL) 

"pods''  (fig.  11),  formed  of 

u  glutinous  substance  furnished  by  the  female.    The  grasshopper 
thrusts  her  tail  or  abdomen,  which  is  capable  of  considerable  exten- 
sion, into  the   soil 
(fig.  12)  and  starts 
laying  her  eggs  at 
the  farther  end  of 
the     tunnel      thus 
formed,    which    is 
then  filled  with  eggs 
and    afterwards 
'^};: ,..     sealed.    One  grass- 
;  •.•;.'••'     hopper     sometimes 
.:  '         deposits   a    great 
many  eggs.    In  the 

Pio.  12. — Two-striped  grasshopper  laying  her  eggs.    (Webster.)  " 

the  country,  where 
the  soil  frequently  becomes  baked  and  hardened  by  the  sun,  the 
eggs  are  often  laid  in  great  numbers  in  the  crowns  of  plants  such  as 
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alfalfa,  and  in  California  as  many  as  2,000  eggs  have  been  found  in 
the  crown  of  a  single  alfalfa  plant. 

The  banks  of  irrigation  canals  are  favorite  egg-laying  grounds 
for  grasshoppers  (fig.  13).  In  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  the  eggs 
frequently  are  laid  in  the  bottoms  of  shallow  arroyos  where  they 
are  inaccessible  to  cultivating  implements.  The  waste  lands  of 
Idaho,  Washington,  and  some  other  Northwestern  States  afford  other 
instances  where  the  destruction  of  grasshopper  eggs  is  not  practicable 
on  a  commercial  scale. 

The  egg  laying  usually  takes  place  in  late  summer  or  early  fall 
and  the  young  grasshoppers  emerge  the  following  spring.  In  some 
of  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States  the  young  grasshoppers 
may  emerge  as  early  as  February.  In  the  North  the  eggs  usually  do 
not  hatch  until  some  time  during  the  months  of  May  or  June. 

In  contrast  with  many  other  injurious  insects,  grasshoppers  when 
hatched  closely  resemble  their  parents,  excepting  Aeir  lack  of  wings 


Pio.  13. — An  irrigation  canal  right  of  way  where  crowns  of  alfalfa  plants  contain 
thousands  of  grasshopper  eggs  to  the  square  foot.     (Webster.) 

(fig.  14).  There  is  no  griiblike  larval  stage  nor  is  there  any  resting 
or  true  pupal  stage  such  as  is  the  case  with  butterflies  and  moths. 
The  young  grasshoppers  are  active  and  able  to  hop  almost  immedi- 
ately upon  emergence  from  the  eggs.  It  takes  from  70  to  90  days 
for  the  young  grasshoppers  to  grow  to  maturity  and  develop  wings. 
The  farmer  should  therefore  endeavor  to  attack  the  pest  during  its 
young  stages,  as  this  method  not  only  requires  less  labor  and  material, 
but  the  insects  can  not  then  escape  destruction  by  flying  to  untreated 
fields  as  they  may,  and  often  do,  upon  becoming  mature.  When  the 
grasshopper  reaches  a  certain  stage  of  development  its  skin  splits 
and  is  shed,  the  insect  usually  acquiring  wings  during  the  operation. 
It  has  then  reached  its  final  stage  of  growth  and  is  ready  to  mate  and 
reproduce  its  kind.  So  far  as  known  the  injurious  species  of  grass- 
hoppers have  only  one  generation  a  year. 
54785*'— Bull.  747—16 2 
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NATURAL  ENEMIES  OF  GRASSHOPPERS. 

INSECT  ENEMIES. 

Several  kinds  of  parasitic  two-winged  flies  deposit  their  eggs  or 
maggots  upon  grasshoppers  in  their  mature  or  nearly  mature  stage. 


Fro.  14. — Younfi;  grasshoppers  feeding  on  clover.     Slightly  enlarged.     (OriginaL) 

Among  the  most  important  of  these  is  a  blowfly  or  meat  fly  ^fig.  15), 
which  has  been  observed  to  deposit  live  maggots  upon  the  wings  of 
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the  grasshoppers  while  they  are  in  flight.  The  maggot  of  this  para- 
site devours  the  internal  portions  of  the  grasshopper's  body  and  soon 
causes  its  death.  Robber  flies  (fig.  16)  feed  very  largely  upon  young 
grasshoppers,  grasping  them  in  their  long,  stout  legs,  thrusting  the 
strong  beak  through  the  body  wall  of  the  grasshopper  and  sucking 
out  the  liquid  contents  of  the  body.  Several  kinds  of  digger  wasps 
(fig.  17)  kill  or  stupefy  grasshoppers  by  stinging,  and  then  drag 
them  into  their  underground  nests,  after  which  the  wasp  lays  an  egg 
upon  the  body  of  the  grasshopper,  which  subsequently  becomes  food 
for  the  newly  hatched  grub.  A  number  of  blister  beetles  are  known 
to  prey  in  their  younger  stages  upon  the  eggs  of  grasshoppers,  but 


Fig.  15. — A  two-winged  fly,  St^rcophaga  kellyi,  parasitic  on  grasBhoppera :  Adult.     Abont 
six  times  natural  sise.     (Kelly.) 

as  the  adult  beetles  are  sometimes  quite  injurious  to  potatoes,  beans, 
and  other  cultivated  plants,  they  can  not  be  considered  as  entirely  de- 
sirable allies  of  the  farmer. 

WILD  AND  DOlfESTIC  BIRD  ENEMIES. 

The  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  has  found  that  wild  birds  play 
a  great  part  in  the  natural  control  of  grasshoppers.  These  feathered 
friends  of  man  are  always  present  where  grasshoppers  aboimd  and 
work  almost  constantly  in  aiding  the  farmer.  The  statement  that 
all  birds  feed  upon  grasshoppers  is  so  near  the  absolute  truth  that 
it  needs  only  insignificant  modifications.  From  the  largest  hawks 
to  the  tiny  hummingbirds  there  are  no  exceptions  other  than  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


12  farmers'  bulletin  741. 

strictly  vegetarian  doves  and  pigeons.  Although  birds  of  all  families 
prey  upon  grasshoppers,  the  following  may  be  selected  as  the  most 
important  destroyers  of  grasshoppers  for  their  respective  groups: 
Franklin's  gull,  bobwhite,  prairie  chicken,  red-tailed,  red-shouldered, 
broad-winged,  and  sparrow  hawks,  the  screech  and  burrowing  owls, 
yellow-billed  cuckoo,  road-runner,  nighthawk,  red-headed  wood- 
pecker, kingbird,  horned  lark,  crow,  magpie,  red-winged  and  crow 
blackbirds,  meadowlark,  lark  bunting,  grasshopper  and  lark  spar- 
rows, butcher  bird,  wren,  and  robin. 


^   .  .  # 


Fio.  16. — A  robber  fly,  Promachus  vertebratua,  which  preys  upon  young  grasshoppers: 
Adult.    About  three  times  natural  size.     (Original.) 

Domestic  fowls  are  also  very  fond  of  grasshoppers  and  feed  greed- 
ily upon  them  whenever  possible.  Turkeys  are  sometimes  killed  by 
eating  too  frefely  of  grasshoppers,  the  strong,  rough  hind  legs  of 
which  cause  severe  lacerations  or  even  puncturing  of  the  crops  of 
the  birds. 

HISTORICAL. 

There  exists  ample  evidence  showing  that  grasshoppers,  or  locusts, 
as  they  are  most  often  called  in  the  Old  World,  have  been  reckoned 
among  the  principal  insect  enemies  of  agriculture  since  man  began 
to  till  the  soil.  The  writings  of  the  Egyptians,  Greeks,  and  ancient 
Hebrews  all  contain  references  to  these  insects  as  hateful  pests  of 
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the  farmer.     In  North  America  umnistakable  representations  of 
grasshoppers  are  found  on  pottery  and  in  the  picture  writings  of  the 
prehistoric  Indians  and  Aztecs.    It  is  therefore  quite  probable  that 
grasshoppers  attacked  the  maize  and  other  crops  of  the  Indians  long 
before  the  coming  of  the  white  man.    The  early  history  of  the  New 
England  States  affords  numerous  records  of  the  inroads  by  grass- 
hoppers upon  the  crops  of  the  settlers.    During  the  period  1743  to 
1756  a  great  scourge  of  these  hungry  insects  occurred  in  Maine,  and 
other  outbreaks  occurred  in  Vermont  during  the  year  1797  to  1798. 
When  agriculture  began  to  be  established  generally  in  the  Great 
Plains  region  of  the 
United  States,  lying 
west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  east 
of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, during  the  dec 
ade  1870-1880  a  mi- 
gratory   species    of 
grasshopper,    c  o  m  - 
monly  known  as  the 
Rocky   Mountain 
locust,*  frequently 
swooped  down  from 
its  breeding  grounds 
on  the  benches  of  the 
mountain    range    in 
such    great    swarms 
as  to  destroy  practi- 
cally   all    cultivated 
crops  over  vast  areas 

of   country.      As   the  F;g.  it.— a  digger  wasp.  Prionanym  atratus,  which  klUg  op 

settlement     of     the  stupefles  grasshoppers  by  stinging  them,  and  carries  them 

—.      ,        -  -              .  Into  Its  nests  as  food  for  its  young.     Nearly  three  times 

Kocky  Mountain   re-  natural  size.     (Original.) 

gion  progressed  and 

the  breeding  grounds  of  this  destructive  insect  came  imder  the  in- 
fluences of  cultivation  these  outbreaks  ceased.  Thus,  there  has  not 
been  a  serious  general  outbreak  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  locust  since 
1880,  and  this  particular  grasshopper  has  ceased  to  be  a  pest  of  any 
great  importance. 

However,  there  are  many  other  kinds  of  grasshoppers  having  dif- 
ferent habits  which  have  since  hampered  the  farmer  and  undoubt- 
edly will  continue  to  rob  him  of  his  crops  for  years  to  come  unless 
persistent  concerted  action  of  agricultural  communities  in  combating 
these  pests  succeeds  in  securing  permanent  relief. 

^  Melanoplua  spretua  Uhl. 
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CONTROL  MEASURES. 

There  are  three  principal  methods  of  control  which  have  been 
found  to  be  of  greater  or  less  practical  value  in  combating  grass- 
hoppers in  this  country :  First,  the  destruction  of  the  eggs ;  second, 
catching  the  insects  in  the  field  by  means  of  traps;  and,  third,  the 
use  of  the  poisoned  baits. 

DESTROTmC  THE  EGGS  OF  GRASSHOPPERS. 

It  is  seldom  practicable  to  destroy  the  eggs  because  of  the  many 
different  hiding  places  chosen  by  the  grasshoppers  in  laying  them 
and  the  impossibility  of  reaching  the  same  with  cultivating  imple- 
ments. However,  where  they  are  accessible  the  ground  containing 
them  should  be  thoroughly  plowed,  or  disked,  and  harrowed  in  the 
fall,  as  these  operations  prevent  the  eggs  from  hatching  successfully 
the  following  spring.     Attempts  to  reach  the  eggs  by  handwork, 


Fio.  18. — Hopperdozer  with  cloth  back,  showing  construction.     (Original.) 

such  as  digging  up  the  soil,  is  practicable  only  in  gardens,  truck 
farms,  and  places  where  intensive  cultivation  is  practiced. 

MECHANICAL  MEANS  OF  DESTROTmG  GRASSHOPPERS. 

The  most  common  method  of  destroying  grasshoppers  mechanically 
is  by  the  use  of  a  simple  horse-propelled  implement  or  trap  com- 
monly called  a  hopperdozer.  These  implements  are  constructed 
along  similar  lines,  but  are  of  many  slightly  different  patterns.  As 
originally  built  the  hopperdozer  consisted  of  a  galvanized  sheet-iron 
pan  or  trough  having  a  back  rising  at  right  angles  to  the  pan.  It 
was  about  16  feet  in  length  and  mounted  on  runners  made  of  wood 
or  old  wagon  tires.  Most  of  the  hopperdozers  recently  constructed 
have  a  pan  made  of  galvanized  sheet  iron,  but  the  back  and  side  wings 
are  usually  built  with  a  wooden  frame  covered  with  stout  muslin  or 
light  cotton  duck,  thus  securing  lightness  and  elasticity  of  structure. 
(Fig.  18.)     The  pan  of  the  hopperdozer  is  kept  partially  filled  with 
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water,  upon  which  a  fihn  of  low-grade  kerosene,  or  coal  oil,  is  main- 
tained. When  the  implement  has  a  cloth  back  and  wings,  these  are 
kept  moistened  with  kerosene  oil.  As  the  hopperdozer  is  drawn  over 
the  gromid  the  grasshoppers  jump  or  fly  against  its  back  and  most 
of  them  are  precipitated  into  the  oil-covered  water  in  the  pan.  A 
slight  touch  of  oil  is  fatal  to  the  insects.  Thus,  those  that  merely 
touch  the  oil-soaked  back  of  the  hopperdozer  are  usually  killed, 
although  they  may  not  die  immediately.  The  cheapest  procurable 
grade  of  kerosene  oil  is  perfectly  satisfactory  for  use  in  a  hopper- 
dozer. An  implement  of  this  kind  has  been  constructed  recently 
with  a  back  curving  slightly  forward.  (Fig.  19.)  The  back  and 
sides  of  this  implement  are  covered  with  tin,  nailed  to  furring  strips 
carried  by  the  uprights  of  the  frame.  It  has  been  used  successfully 
In  western  States,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  slight  curve  of  the  back 
and  the  slippery  surface  of  the  tin  aid  in  precipitating  the  grass- 


Fio.  19. — Showing  constructioD  of  hopperdozer  with  tin  back.     (Original.) 

hoppers  into  the  pan.  As  many  as  300  bushels  of  grasshoppers  have 
been  collected  by  the  use  of  hopperdozers  on  100  acres  of  alfalfa. 
But  even  where  these  implements  may  be  used  successfully,  a  great 
many  grasshoppers  escape  being  killed  by  them,  and  the  fact  that 
hopperdozers  can  not  be  used  on  uneven,  stony,  or  recently  cleared, 
stumpy  ground,  nor  in  meadows  or  fields  of  grain  where  the  crops 
have  reached  a  considerable  height,  makes  it  imperative  that  some 
more  effective  method  of  control  be  applied,  and  the  poisoned  baits 
have  been  found  to  supply  this  need  satisfactorily. 

POISONED  BAFTS  AS  A  MEANS  OF  GRASSHOPPER  CONTROU 

The  mixture  known  as  the  poisoned-bran  bait  has  been  proven 
to  be  a  simple,  reliable,  and  cheap  method  of  destroying  grasshoppers, 
and  has  been  applied  with  signal  success  throughout  many  portions 
of  the  United  States.  As  prepared  for  ordinary  use  this  bait  is 
composed   as   follows:   Wheat  bran,   25    pounds;    Paris   green,    1 
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pound^  or  white  arsenic,  1  pound;  lemons  or  oranges,  6  finely 
chopped  fruits;  low-grade  molasses,  such  as  refuse  from  sugar  fac- 
tories, or  cattle  molasses,  known  as  ^^  black  strap,^^  2  quarts.  The 
bran  and  Paris  green  or  other  arsenical  are  thoroughly  mixed  while 
dry,  the  fruits  are  then  finely  chopped  and  added,  and  lastly  the 
molasses  is  poured  over  the  bait  and  the  whole  thoroughly  kneaded. 
A  coarse-flaked  bran  is  most  desirable,  although  where  this  can  not 
be  obtained  easily  ordinary  middlings  or  alfalfa  meal  may  be  substi- 
tuted; a  low-grade,  strong-smelling  sirup  or  molasses,  however,  is 
e.ssential  to  the  entire  success  of  the  undertaking.  Crushed  ripe 
tomatoes,  watermelons,  or  limes  may  be  substituted  for  the  lemons 
or  oranges,  if  necessary.  Ordinary  powdered  white  arsenic  (arseni- 
ous  acid)  contains  nearly  twice  as  much  arsenic  as  Paris  green  and 
is  comparatively  low  in  price.  The  powdered  form  of  arsenate  of 
lead  may  be  used,  but  in  this  case  twice  as  much  of  it  must  be  used 


Fio.  20. — Sowing  poisoned-bran  bait  from  a  buggy.  In  treating  meadows  to 
destroy  grasshoppers.     (Webster.) 

as  of  the  Paris  green.  In  California  and  other  semiarid  regions 
water  should  be  added  to  the  bait  at  the  rate  of  4  gallons  to  25 
pounds  of  bran,  as  in  these  climates  the  bait  dries  out  very  rapidly 
and  the  extra  moisture  is  necessary  in  order  to  attract  the  grass- 
hoppers. 

Another  effective  bait  of  similar  character  is  the  modified  Criddle 
mixture.  This  is  prepared  as  follows:  Fresh  horse  droppings,  one- 
half  barrel;  Paris  green,  1  pound,  or  powdered  white  arsenic,  1 
pound;  finely  chopped  oranges  or  lemons,  6  to  8  fruits.  This  bait 
must  be  thoroughly  mixed  before  being  distributed  and  as  most 
people  object  to  handling  this  mixture  with  the  bare  hands,  a  pair  of 
cheap  rubber  gloves  may  be  used  for  the  purpose.  Both  the  poisoned- 
bran  bait  and  the  modified  Criddle  mixture  are  distributed  over  the 
infested  fields  by  sowing  broadcast,  either  on  foot  or  from  a  light 
wagon  or  buggy,  as  shown  in  figure  20.    A  broadcast  grain  seeder 
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mounted  on  a  wagon  (fig.  21)  has  been  used  successfully  for  this 
purpose  in  the  western  portions  of  the  country. 

In  applying  the  poisoned-bran  bait  in  orchards,  care  must  be  taken 
to  avoid  distributing  it  close  to  the  trees,  because  severe  injury  to 
fruit  trees  occasionally  results  from  such  applications  of  arsenical 
poisons. 

Proper  time  for  applying  the  poisoned  baits. — The  time  of  day 
chosen  for  distributing  the  poisoned  baits  has  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  results  secured.  In 
CaUfomia  and  other  semiarid 
regions  the  bait  should  be  dis- 
tributed in  late  afternoon  or 
early  evening,  just  before  the 
grasshoppers  ascend  the  plants 
on  which  they  usually  pass  the 
night.  They  are  apparently 
hungry  and  thirsty  at  this 
time  and  greedily  take  the 
bait  if  it  be  available.  In  the 
moister  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, such  as  New  England  and 
Florida,  the  bait  is  best  ap- 
plied early  in  the  morning  in 

order  that  the  best  results  be      p,^  21.-Sowing  polsoned-bran  bait  for  gra«h 
secured.      Farmers   should   not  hoppers    by    means    of    a    broadcast    grain 

be  discouraged  if  the  grass-        '^'^'''    <w«»>»t«r) 
hoppers  do  not  drop  dead  immediately  upon  eating  the  poison,  as  it 
usually  takes  from  one  to  five  days  for  the  full  effect  of  the  baits  to 
become  apparent. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES. 

1.  The  most  important  and  by  far  the  most  practicable  means  of 
controlling  grasshoppers  is  by  the  application  of  the  poisoned  baits 
described  on  pages  15  and  16  of  this  bulletin.  A  strong  effort  should 
be  made  to  apply  these  remedies  when  the  grasshoppers  are  young, 
thus  saving  labor  and  material  and  therefore  money.  In  the  semi- 
arid  climates  the  baits  should  be  applied  during  the  late  afternoon 
hours  and  should  have  water  added  to  them  as  mentioned  above. 
In  moist  climates,  such  as  obtain  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States, 
the  baits  may  be  prepared  without  the  additional  water  and  applied 
during  the  early  morning  hours. 

2.  Where  the  topography  of  the  infested  fields  will  permit,  the  use 
of  hopperdozers  or  other  grasshopper  traps  is  sometimes  partially 
effective,  but  these  methods  are  not  often  wholly  satisfactory. 
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3.  The  destruction  of  eggs  by  fall  plowing,  or  disking,  and  har- 
rowing is  recommended  where  practicable. 

4.  If  the  best  results  are  to  be  obtained,  the  cooperation  of  com- 
munities is  essential. 
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cents. 

The  Pea  Aphis  with  Relation  to  Forage  Crops.  (Department  Bulletin  276.) 
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Some  Insects  Affecting  Production  of  Red  Clover  Seed.  (Entomology  Circular 
69.)     Price,  5  cents. 

Slender  Seed-corn  Ground-beetle.     (Entomology  Circular  78.)     Price,  5  cents. 
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Contributions  to  Knowledge  of  CJorn  Root-aphis.     (Entomology  Bulletin  85,  pt 

VI.)    Price,  5  cents. 
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Results  of  Artificial  Use  of  White-fungus  Disease  in  Kansas,  with  Notes  on 

Approved  Methods  of  Fighting  Chinch  Bugs.     (Entomology  Bulletin  107.) 

Price,  10  cents. 
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NECESSITY  OF  STERILIZING  DAIRY  UTENSILS. 

Cleanliness  of  dairy  utensils  is  highly  essential  for  the  production 
of  a  high  quality  of  dairy  products,  particularly  milk  and  cream. 
The  ordinary  process  of  washing  dairy  utensils  is  not  sufficient  to 
assure  freedom  from  infection  and  contamination,  therefore  steriliza- 
tion is  necessary. 

Dairy  utensils  on  small  farms  are  not  often  efficiently  sterilized, 
because  steam  is  not  available.  The  sterilizers  now  in  use  require  a 
small  boiler,  and  the  whole  sterilizing  outfit  is  often  regarded  as  too 
expensive  for  use,  especially  on  farms  where  only  a  few  cows  are 
milked. 

The  object  of  this  bulletin  is  to  describe  a  simple  and  inexpensive 
yet  efficient  steam  sterilizer  which  can  be  provided  at  a  cost  of  from 
$5  to  $10.  It  is  believed  that  the  sterilizer  described  here  is  cheap 
enough  to  justify  its  use  on  any  farm  from  which  milk  or  cream  is 
sold.  The  additional  keeping  quality  which  the  sterilization  of  uten- 
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sils  will  give  milk  and  cream  will  probably  pay  for  the  cost  of  the 
sterilizer  in  one  season. 

Dirty  dairy  utensils,  and  even  those  which  apparently  are  clean  but 
which  have  not  been  sterilized,  contain  vast  numbers  of  bacteria 
which  are  added  to  milk  or  cream  when  it  comes  into  contact  with 
them.  These  bacteria  when  introduced  into  milk  begin  to  grow  and 
produce  changes  which  spoil  it.  It  is  true  that  even  when  milk  is 
produced  under  clean  conditions  it  will  contain  a  few  bacteria,  and 
when  such  milk  is  placed  in  unsterilized  utensils  or  is  run  through 
an  unsterilize4  strainer  cloth  or  separator,  large  numbers  of  bacteria 
are  added,  which  are  liable  to  spoil  it  quickly. 

When  dairy  utensils  are  sterilized  by  steam,  all  bacteria  and  disease 
germs  which  may  be  upon  them  are  destroyed  and  therefore  milk 
and  cream  when  placed  in  these  utensils  will  keep  sweet  much  longer. 


Fig.  1. — Parts  of  the  steam  sterilizer.     A,  roastiiig  pan  ;  B,  cover  of  pan ;  C,  galyanixed- 
Iron  box ;  D,  cover  or  box. 

CONSTRUCTION  OP  THE  STERILIZER. 

The  sterilizer  herein  described  and  recommended  to  the  farmer  is 
designed  to  be  of  greatest  use  to  those  who  have  one,  two,  or  three 
10-gallon  or  smaller  cans  with  a  similar  number  of  pails  and  a 
strainer  cloth.  It  can  be  used,  however,  with  a  larger  number  of 
cans. 

The  sterilizer  consists  of  the  parts  shown  in  figure  1.  First  is  a 
roasting  pan  (A)  of  standard  size,  20  inches  long,  14  inches  wide, 
top  measurement,  and  3  inches  deep.  The  cover  is  in  three  parts; 
the  lower  part,  fitting  closely  over  the  pan,  is  covered  with  asbestos, 
upon  which  is  placed  the  upper  part,  the  latter  being  the  same 
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width  as  the  pan  but  3  inches  shorter  at  each  end.  It  is  made  as 
follows:  Take  a  sheet  of  heavy  galvanized  iron  and  cut  it  large 
enough  to  cover  the  top  of  the  roasting  pan,  allowing  a  little  to 
overlap  the  edge.  Solder  flanges  beneath  this  cover  so  that  they  will 
meet  the  edge  of  the  pan,  thus  making  a  tight  cover.  Then  cut  a 
hole  in  the  center  of  the  cover  1^  inches  in  diameter  and  solder  on 
a  round,  galvanized-iron  pipe  4rJ  inches  in  height  and  IJ  inches  in 
diameter.  The  cover  should  then  be  insulated  by  covering  with  a 
piece   of  asbestos  board   five-sixteenths  of  an   inch   thick;   a  hole 
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Fig.  2. — Section  through  cover  of  roasting  pan. 

should  be  cut  in  the  center  of  this  piece  to  allow  the  steam  outlet 
pipe  to  pass  through.  Then  for  the  upper  part  make  a  shallow  pan 
of  galvanized  iron  14  inches  square  with  sides  five-eighths  of  an  inch 
high ;  cut  a  hole  IJ  inches  in  diameter  and  fit  the  pan  on  top  of  the 
asbestos,  allowing  the  steam  outlet  pipe  to  extend  through  the  center 
hole.  When  the  pan  is  pressed  down  closely  to  the  asbestos,  solder 
it  to  the  steam  outlet  pipe  which  passes  through  it.  On  the  pan  four 
strips  of  stiff  galvanized  iron  three-eighths  of  an  inch  wide  are 
soldered.  These  should  extend  three-ei^ths  of  an  inch  above  the 
bottom  of  the  pan,  as  shown  in  figure  1,  and  should  run  from  a 


Fio.  3. — Section  through  galvanized-iron  cover,  showing  paper  insulation. 

distance  of  1  inch  from  the  corners  to  1  inch  from  the  steam  outlet 
in  the  center.  A  section  through  the  cover  (B)  is  shown  in  figure  2. 
In  case  asbestos  can  not  be  obtained,  paper  may  be  used  instead. 
Pack  papers  tightly  to  a  height  of  three-eighths  of  an  inch  over  gal- 
vanized iron  and  cover  with  another  iron  sheet,  soldering  all  edges 
together  to  make  absolutely  tight  seams.  This  will  form  an  insu- 
lated cover  three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick  which  will  replace  the 
asbestos.  A  cross  section  through  this  type  of  cover  is  shown  in 
figure  3.  The  construction  is  very  similar  to  that  shown  in  figure  2. 
The  rest  of  the  sterilizer,  seen  in  figure  1,  consists  of  a  galvanized- 
iron  box  (C)  with  a  removable  cover  (D)  which  has  a  handle  on  the 
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top.  This  box  has  no  bottom,  the  14-inch  shallow  pan  on  the  asbestos 
over  the  cover  of  the  roasting  pan  forming  the  base  of  the  box.  The 
sides  should  be  made  separate  and  should  be  11  inches  high.  These 
sides  should  fit  tightly  into  the  shallow  pan  just  mentioned.  On 
one  side  of  the  box  at  the  top  a  wire  should  be  attached  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  from  the  top  and  one-half  inch  from  the  side.  This  is 
shown  in  figure  1,  where  a  strainer  cloth  may  be  seen  hanging.  The 
cover  of  the  box  (D)  should  be  made  large  enough  to  extend  over  the 
sides  and  fit  closely. 

SOURCE  OF  HEAT. 

In  the  department's  tests  of  the  outfit  described  a  two-burner 
wickless  kerosene  stove  was  used  with  excellent  results.    To  get  the 


Fig.  4. — Sterilizer  in  position  on  oil  store  to  sterilize  cans  and  palls. 

full  heating  effect,  however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  raise  the 
burners  until  their  extreme  top  was  within  seven-eighths  of  an  inch 
from  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  which  should  rest  on  the  stove  grating. 
This  change  should  be  made  in  case  it  is  found  impossible  to  raise 
the  steam  to  a  temperature  of  210°  to  211®  F.,  as  the  best  results  are 
obtained  with  steam  at  that  temperature.  The  burners  can  be  raised 
easily  at  little  expense. 

The  sterilizer,  however,  may  be  placed  on  the  kitchen  stove  or 
over  any  other  source  of  heat,  such  as  a  gas,  gasoline,  or  laundry 
stove  which  burns  either  wood  or  coal.    It  is  necessary,  however, 
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to  have  sufficient  heat  to  furnish  steam  at  the  end  of  the  outlet  pipe 
at  least  205^  F.,  and  210°  to  211°  F.  should  be  obtained  if  possible. 

COST  OF  STERILIZER. 

The  cost  of  the  sterilizer  itself  should  not  be  more  than  $5.    The 
roasting  pan  varies  in  price  from  25  cents  to  $1,  depending  on  the 


Fio.  5. — Can  In  position  for  sterilization. 

grade  of  iron.  The  galvanized  iron,  with  asbestos  and  construction 
work,  should  not  cost  more  than  $4,  and  the  work  can  be  done  by 
any  tinner.  A  two-burner  wickless  kerosene  stove  costs  from  $3.50 
to  $4.50,  but  in  many  cases  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  purchase  a 
stove. 

METHOD  OF  OPERATING  THE  STERILIZER. 

TO  STERILIZE  CANS. 

Fill  the  roasting  pan  with  water  to  a  depth  of  1  inch.    Fit  the 
cover  on  the  pan  and  place  on  a  two-burner  kerosene  stove,  as  shown 
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in  figure  4.  As  soon  as  the  water  heats  sufficiently,  steam  will  come 
from  the  outlet  pipe.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  at  its  first  ap- 
pearance is  about  140°  F.  Continue  the  heating  until  the  tanpera- 
ture  of  the  steam  at  the  end  of  the  outlet  pipe  is  at  least  205°  F.; 
this  should  be  determined  by  a  thermometer.  When  the  steam  has 
reached  this  temperature,  place  the  can  inverted  over  the  steam  out- 
let, as  shown  in  figure  5,  for  five  minutes,  then  remove,  shake  out  any 


Fig.  6. — A  form  of  insulating  cover  for  cans. 

Water,  and  place  upright  on  the  floor.  The  can  should  be  absolutely 
dry  in  one  or  two  minutes.  If  not  dry  in  that  time  it  shows  that  the 
steam  was  not  at  205°  F.  or  above,  or  that  the  can  had  not  been 
washed  clean.  On  account  of  being  so  highly  heated  by  the  steam 
the  can  should  dry  almost  immediately. 

In  figure  6  an  insulating  cover  is  shown  over  the  can.    A  similar 
cover  can  be  made  cheaply  from  a  blanket,  and  its  use  is  urged,  espe- 
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cially  in  cold  rooms,  since  otherwise  the  can  may  be  cooled  so  quickly 
that  it  will  not  dry  thoroughly. 

TO  STERILIZE  PAILS. 

See  that  the  steam  is  at  a  temperature  of  205®  F.  or  above,  then 
place  the  pail  inverted  over  the  steam  outlet,  as  shown  in  figure  7. 
Allow  it  to  remain  five  minutes,  then  remove,  shake  out  the  water 


Fio.  7. — Milk  pall  In  position  for  sterilizatioii. 

resulting  from  the  condensed  steam,  and  set  upright  on  the  floor. 
The  pails  do  not  dry  so  quickly  as  the  cans,  but  they  will  be  absolutely 
dry  within  a  few  minutes.  An  insulating  woolen  cover  is  also  recom- 
mended for  use  in  a  cold  room.  After  the  pails  have  been  steamed 
and  are  dry,  place  them  upright  in  a  clean,  dry,  covered  wooden  or 
metal  box  until  milking  time. 

TO  STERILIZE  CAN  COVERS  AND  STRAINER  CLOTHS. 

Use  the  box  shown  in  figure  1.  Before  placing  it  in  position,  hang 
the  strainer  cloth  on  the  wire  at  top  of  box,  as  shown  in  the  figure, 
having  the  cloth  so  folded  that  one  edge  may  be  easily  reached 
without  handlinsj  the  entire  cloth.     Have  the  steam  at  205°  F.  or 
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above,  and  place  the  box  in  position  as  shown  in  figure  8,  leaving 
the  cover  off.  Set  the  can  covers  upright  along  the  sides  of  the 
box  inside,  with  the  tops  of  the  covers  against  the  sides  of  the  box. 
As  one  side  is  covered  by  the  strainer  cloth  there  is  space  against 
the  ether  three  sides,  giving  room  for  at  least  three  can  covers. 
Place  the  cover  on  the  box  and  steam  for  five  minutes.  Then  remove 
the  cover  and  take  out  the  can  <5overs,  handling  only  the  tcp  edge. 
Shake  out  any  water  collected  in  the  covers  and  place  them,  top 


Fig.  8. — Box  in  position  for  stcrilixing  can  covers  and  strainer  cloth. 

down,  on  a  table.  It  is  important  to  observe  this,  so  that  the  inside 
of  the  cover  is  uppermost  These  covers  will  dry  within  two  cr 
three  minutes,  after  which  they  should  be  placed  tightly  on  the 
dry  cans.  Handle  only  the  edge  of  the  cover  which  remains  outside 
of  the  can.  The  strainer  cloth  should  remain  hanging  in  place  with 
the  cover  on  the  box  until  it  is  to  be  used  at  milking  time. 

TO  STERILIZE  SEPARATOR  PARTS. 

The  milk-receiving  tank  of  the  separator,  the  same  as  a  milk  pail, 
should  be  steamed  five  minutes  while  inverted  over  the  steam  outlet 
pipe.    For  other  separator  parts,  use  the  box  the  same  as  foB  can 
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covers.  Wash  the  parts  thoroughly  and  when  the  temperature  of 
the  steam  is  205°  F.  or  above,  place  the  box  in  position  as  shown  in 
figure  7.  Place  the  separator  parts  in  the  box  and  put  the  cover  on. 
Allow  to  remain  for  five  minutes.  If  the  parts  are  too  large  for 
the  box,  a  special  case  should  be  constructed.  After  steaming,  keep 
the  tank  and  separator  parts  in  a  clean  place  free  from  dust. 

COST  OF  OPERATION. 

The  cost  of  operation  for  the  sterilization  of  two  10-gallon  cans, 
with  tops,  two  pails,  and  strainer  cloth,  using  kerftsene  at  10  cents  a 
gallon,  will  be  about  eighteenths  of  a  cent.  This  cost  is  based  on 
the  following  figures :  Each  burner  consumes  one-half  pint  of  oil  an 
hour,  making  a  total  of  1  pint  of  kerosene,  which  at  10  cents  a  gallon 
amounts  to  IJ  cents  for  fuel  per  hour.  Starting  with  water  at  a 
temperature  of  60°  F.  and  with  the  water  1  inch  deep  in  the  roasting 
pan,  about  12  minutes  is  required  to  heat  the  water  and  generate 
steam  at  a  temperature  of  205°  F.  Five  minutes  is  then  required 
for  each  can,  the  same  for  each  pail,  and  the  same  for  covers  and 
strainer  cloths.  Thus  the  2  cans  require  10  minutes,  the  2  pails 
the  same,  and  the  covers  and  strainer  5  minutes,  making  a  total 
of  25  minutes,  which  added  to  the  12  minutes  required  to  generate 
8team,  makes  a  total  of  37  minutes  for  the  operation.  In  this  opera- 
tion no  time  has  been  allowed  for  changing  utensils.  Two  minutes 
should  be  sufficient  for  these  changes.  To  sterilize  three  cans  with 
covers  and  strainers  would  therefore  cost  about  1  cent.  When  the 
sterilizer  is  used  on  the  kitchen  stove  the  cost  should,  of  course,  be 
very  much  less,  if  the  stov6  were  already  in  daily  use. 

RESULTS  OBTAINED  BY  STERILIZATION 

When  properly  operated  this  sterilizer  destroys  practically  all  the 
bacteria  in  the  utensils,  including  all  disease  germs  which  may  be 
present.  It  will  accomplish  the  same  results  as  any  sterilizer  in  which 
steam  not  under  pressure  is  used.  Experiments  with  this  sterilizer 
show  that  the  5-minute  steaming  is,  for  practical  purposes,  as  good 
as  the  15  to  30  minute  steaming  usually  recommended. 

POINTS  TO  REMEMBER. 

1.  Rinse  utensils  in  cold  water,  then  wash  thoroughly  with  hot 
water  and  washing  powder.  Utensils  must  be  washed  clean  before 
sterilization.    Sterilization  is  not  a  substitute  for  washing. 

2.  One  inch  of  water  in  the  roasting  pan  will  furnish  steam  at  a 
temperature  of  211°  F.  for  about  50  minutes.    If  the  sterilizer  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


10  FAKMERS'  BULLETIN  748. 

operated  for  a  longer  period,  water  should  be  added  to  make  up  for 
loss  by  evaporation. 

3.  The  temperature  of  the  steam  as  it  comes  from  the  outlet  pipe 
must  be  at  least  205°  F.  and  preferably  210°  to  211°  F. 

4.  Cans,  pails,  covers,  and  strainer  cloths  must  be  steamed  for  a 
full  5-minute  period.  Longer  steaming  will  do  no  harm,  but  is  not 
necessary.  The  5-minute  period  must  be  reckoned  from  the  lime 
the  can  is  placed  inverted  over  the  steam  outlet,  and  the  steam  must 
be  at  least  205°  F.  when  the  can  is  placed  in  position. 

5.  An  accurate  thermometer,  with  a  scale  reading  to  212°  F.,  is 
necessary  to  determine  the  temperature.  • 

6.  When  a  can  or  pail  is  placed  over  the  steam  outlet  its  top  should 
rest  on  the  four  raised  metal  supports  in  order  to  keep  it  three-eighths 
of  an  inch  above  the  surface  of  the  pan.  This  is  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  water  from  the  condensed  steam  from  sealing  the  opening 
below  the  can  or  pail.  If  this  space  is  filled  with  water,  steam  will 
not  enter  the  can. 

7.  No  arrangement  is  provided  for  the  water  from  condensed  steam 
to  run  back  into  the  roasting  pan.  This  can  be  arranged  if  found 
desirable.  When  only  a  few  utensils  are  to  be  sterilized  the  water 
can  be  soaked  up  with  a  towel  if  the  quantity  has  become  too  great, 
or  the  whole  cover  may  be  lifted  and  the  water  allowed  to  run  off. 

8.  Some  form  of  insulation  is  reconmiended  for  use  over  utensils 
which  are  being  sterilized  in  a  cold  room.  A  blanket  easily  can  be 
made  for  this  purpose.  This  is  desirable  in  order  to  keep  the  cans 
or  pails  hot  long  enough  after  sterilization  to  dry  out  quickly. 

9.  Cans  should  be  dry  in  one  or  two  minutes  after  removal  when 
placed  upright.  If  they  do  not  dry  within  that  time,  they  have  not 
been  sufficiently  heated  or  were  not  washed  clean. 

10.  The  drying  of  dairy  utensils  after  washing  and  sterilization  is 
extremely  important,  for  bacteria  may  develop  in  a  moist  can. 

11.  After  the  utensils  are  sterilized  and  dried,  they  should  be 
placed  in  a  room  free  from  dust  and  should  not  be  touched  until  milk 
is  placed  in  them.  Pails  after  steaming  and  drying  should  be  placed 
upright  in  a  clean,  dry,  covered  wooden  or  metal  box,  where  they 
should  remain  until  milking  time. 

12.  The  sterilizer  has  been  designed  with  the  intent  of  making  it 
both  cheap  and  simple,  to  give  the  desired  results.  Satisfactory 
results  should  follow  its  use. 

13.  When  using  a  kerosene  or  gasoline  stove  the  sterilizing  should 
be  done  in  a  room  where  milk  is  not  handled,  as  the  milk  may  absorb 
the  odor  of  the  oil. 

14.  The  sterilizer  may  be  used  advantageously  for  separator  parts, 
which  should  be  steamed  in  the  box  used  for  can  tops.  In  case  they 
do  not  fit,  a  special  metal  box  should  be  made. 
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15.  After  use,  tJie  parts  of  the  sterilizer,  especially  the  roasting 
pan  and  cover,  should  be  cleaned  and  wiped  dry,  to  prevent  rusting. 

16.  The  sterilization  of  dairy  utensils  is  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  producers  are  urged,  for  their  own  advantage,  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  vast  numbers  of  bacteria  into  their 
milk  from  unsterilized  utensils  which  may  look  clean  to  the  eye. 
I'nder  ordinary  circumstances  bacteria  grow  rapidly  in  milk  and 
spoil  it,  thereby  causing  losses  to  the  producer  and  others. 

The  Dairy  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  will  be  glad  at  any  time  to  answer 
questions  regarding  the  construction  and  operation  of  this  sterilizer. 
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INTRODUCnON. 


Grain  crops  and  varRtlfifi^L — _C —      ^0 -r*  , 
summary \^^\^^^..^^.  21, 


During  the  past  10  years  the  vacant  lands  of  Montana  have  been 
rapidly  settled.  Much  of  the  land  has  been  homesteaded  by  people 
from  other  States.  These  settlers  as  a  rule  are  not  acquainted  with 
farming  conditions  in  Montana  or  with  the  crops  to  grow.  As  a 
result  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  information  regarding  varie- 
ties of  grain  for  the  dry  farms  and  how  to  grow  them. 

The  purpose  of  this  bulletin  is  to  present  the  best  available  informa- 
tion regarding  the  varieties  of  grain  to  grow  on  the  dry  lands  of 
Montana  and  the  best  methods  of  growing  them.  This  information 
,is  based  in  part  on  tests  conducted  for  the  past  eight  years  at  the 
Judith  Basin  substation,*  Moccasin,  Mont.  The  substation  is  located 
in  the  center  of  the  Judith  Basin,  in  Fergus  County,  and  in  about 
the  geographical  center  of  the  State.  The  crops  that  will  be  discussed 
are  winter  wheat,  spring  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  flax. 

THE  DRY-LAND  SECTIONS  OP  MONTANA. 

In  general  the  dry-land  farming  sections  of  Montana  lie  in  the 
eastern  two-thirds  of  the  State.    The  western  portion  is  mountainous, 

^  The  cereal  experiments  at  this  snbstatlon  are  conducted  cooperatlpely  by  the  State  Agrl- 
cnltoral  Experiment  Station  of  Montana  and  the  Office  of  Cereal  Investigations  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry.    Persons  Interested  should  write  to  the  Director  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  Bozeman,  Mont.,  for  other  publications  on  crops  for  Montana. 
44128'--16 1 
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and  comparatively  little  of  the  land  is  suitable  for  farming.  The 
accompanying  map  (fig.  1)  shows  the  location  of  the  Judith  Basin 
substation  (Moccasin)  and  also  gives  the  rainfall  at  a  number  of 
points  in  Montana. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

In  general  the  dry  lands  of  Montana  are  of  two  main  types,  the 
bench  lands  and  the  rolling  hills.  The  bench  lands  are  usually  fairly 
level  plains  that  lie  above  the  river  and  creek  bottoms  and  can  not 
be  irrigated.  These  lands  may  be  broken  to  some  extent  by  small 
creeks  and  coulees. 


Fia.  1. — Map  of  Montana,  showing?  the  location  of  the  Judith  Basin  substation  (Moccasin) 
and  of  other  points  In  the  State.  The  figures  indicate  the  average  annual  rainfall  in 
inchea    These  ayerages  for  the  most  part  are  for  16  years  (1808  to  1918). 

The  other  type  is  characterized  by  gently  rolling  hills  witii  small 
valleys  between.  Here  the  farming  is  usually  done  on  the  gentle 
slopes  and  in  the  valleys.  This  type  of  land  is  quite  common  in 
the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  State,  but  is  also  found  throughout 
all  the  dry-land  districts. 

SOIL. 

The  dry  lands  of  Montana  are  mostly  clay  loam.  They  vary, 
however,  from  a  heavy  gumbo  to  a  light  sandy  soil.  The  extremes 
of  gumbo  and  light  sand  are  not  common.  In  the  Judith  Basin 
the  general  type  is  a  rather  heavy  clay  loam.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
the  soils  of  the  dry-land  sections  are  well  supplied  with  plant  food. 
The  depth  of  the  soil  varies  in  the  different  localities^  although 
in  most  sections  it  is  fairly  deep. 
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CLIMATE. 

There  is  considerable  variation  in  the  climatic  conditions  affecting 
crop  growth  in  the  different  sections  of  Montana.  In  general,  the 
extreme  eastern  part  of  the  State  has  less  rainfall,  hotter  summers, 
and  a  longer  growing  season  than  the  central  and  western  portions. 
Toward  the  western  part  of  the  State  the  rainfall  gradually  in- 
creases and  the  growing  season  is  shorter. 

RAINFALL. 

Of  all  the  physical  factors  that  influence  and  control  the  growing 
of  crops  on  the  arid  lands  of  Montana  the  rainfall  and  its  distribu- 
tion are  the  most  important.  About  one-half  the  annual  rainfall 
in  Montana  comes  in  April,  May,  June,  and  July,  the  months  when 
it  is  of  most  benefit  to  the  growing  crops.  This  seasonal  distribu- 
tion is  fully  as  important  as  the  amount  of  the  total  rainfall. 

The  total  annual  rainfall  varies  from  13  inches  at  Glasgow  in 
Dawson  County  to  21  inches  at  Adel  in  Cascade  County.  The  average 
annual  rainfall  at  Moccasin  for  the  last  18  years  was  16.6  inches. 
This  is  about  the  average  for  the  Judith  Basin  but  is  a  little  higher 
than  the  rainfall  in  those  sections  of  the  dry-land  area  that  lie  east 
and  north  of  the  Judith  Basin. 

EVAPORATION. 

Evaporation  is  another  important  physical  factor  that  influences 
crop  growth.  It  is  in  a  way  the  measure  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
rainfall.  A  section  with  a  high  rainfall  and  high  evaporation  may 
not  grow  any  better  crops  than  a  section  with  less  rainfall  but  low 
evaporation.  The  evaporation  in  Montana  is  lower  than  in  the 
central  and  southern  portions  of  the  Great  Plains.  As  a  result  it 
is  possible  to  grow  crops  in  Montana  with  less  rainfall  than  in 
other  sections  where  the  evaporation  is  higher. 

TEMPERATURE. 

The  temperatures  in  the  various  dry-land  sections  of  Montana 
are  variable.  As  a  rule  the  summer  temperatures  are  higher  and 
there  is  more  wind  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  than  in  the 
central  and  western  portions.  This  is  probably  because  the  altitude 
is  lower  in  the  east  and  that  section  is  farther  removed  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  mountains.  Toward  the  mountains  there  is  less  varia- 
tion in  temperature  but  a  shorter  growing  season.  At  Moccasin  the 
average  frost-free  period  is  116  days.  This  is  about  the  average 
length  of  the  growing  season  in  the  Judith  Basin  and  other  dry- 
land sections  west  of  it  at  about  the  same  altitude.    To  the  north 
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and  east  of  the  Judith  Basin,  where  the  altitude  is  lower,  the  frost- 
free  period  is  longer. 

DRY  FARMING  IN  MONTANA. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  10  or  12  years  that  dry  farming  has 
been  practiced  in  Montana.  Previous  to  that  time  nearly  all  the 
crops  grown  were  produced  under  irrigation,  and  the  dry  lands  of 
the  State  were  used  for  the  pasturing  of  cattle  and  sheep.  As  more 
settlers  began  coming  in,  it  was  found  that  lands  which  were  con- 
sidered worthless  for  anything  but  pasture  would  produce  good 
crops.  With  the  opening  of  large  areas  to  homestead  entry  the  in- 
crease of  dry  farming  was  very  rapid.  At  the  present  time  much  of 
the  available  land  in  Montana  has  been  taken  up  and  is  rapidly  be- 
ing brought  under  cultivation. 

CROPS  GROWN. 

Many  new  settlers  in  the  State  had  very  little  capital  with  which 
to  start.  In  many  cases  they  were  a  long  distance  from  market.  It 
was  natural,  therefore,  that  they  should  grow  a  crop  for  which 
there  was  a  ready  cash  market.  The  grain  crops  filled  the  bilL 
There  is  always  a  ready  market  for  grains,  especially  wheat  and  flax. 
Their  value  is  high  in  proportion  to  their  bulk. 

The  average  dry  farmer  when  first  starting  has  very  few  live  stock. 
Crops  are  grown  for  market  and  not  for  feeding.  As  a  result  wheat 
tflid  flax  were  the  most  important  and  in  many  cases  the  only  crops 
grown.  As  the  number  of  stock  on  farms  increases,  the  production 
of  feeding  crops,  such  as  oats  and  barley,  also  increases.  No  matter 
what  system  of  farming  is  practiced,  the  cereal  crops  will  always  be 
important  on  the  dry-land  farms  of  Montana. 

GROWING  THE  GRAIN  CROPS, 

The  directions  for  growing  cereals  here  given  are  general.  Because 
of  the  variations  in  the  soil  and  climatic  conditions  of  the  sections 
discussed,  these  directions  may  not  apply  in  detail  to  all  localities. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SEED  BED  ON  SOD. 

The  best  time  to  break  the  native  sod  is  in  April,  May,  and  June. 
The  work  can  be  done  most  easily  then  because  of  the  moist  condi- 
tion of  the  ground.  A  good  job  of  breaking  is  shown  in  figure  2.  If 
the  grass  is  thick  and  the  sod  is  tough,  break  3^  to  4  inches  deep; 
if  the  grass  is  thin  and  the  sod  is  light,  6-inch  to  7-inch  plowing 
may  be  done.  Follow  the  plow  with  either  a  roller  or  a  disk  to  pack 
the  sod  and  bring  it  in  contact  with  the  lower  soil.    This  should  be 
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done  the  same  day  that  the  sod  is  turned.  If  the  packing  is  done 
with  a  roller,  which  is  the  best  method,  follow  with  a  disk  harrow 
or  a  spike-tooth  harrow  to  form  a  loose  mulch  on  top. 

If  a  spring  crop  is  to  be  grown,  sod  land  should  be  plowed  early 
to  allow  early  seeding.  If  winter  wheat  is  to  be  grown,  the  plowing 
need  not  be  so  early,  but  the  preparation  should  be  the  same  in  either 
case.  In  some  sections  it  is  the  practice  to  plow  the  sod  shallow  and 
then  backset,  plowing  7  or  8  inches  deep.  This  makes  a  good  seed 
bed,  but  on  account  of  the  extra  expense  it  is  hardly  to  be  recom- 
mended unless  the  farmer  has  plenty  of  horsei  and  time. 


Flu.  2. — Sod  land  in  the  Judith  Basin  broken  with  the  moldbourd  plow.  The  plow  Hhould 
have  been  followed  with  a  heavy  roller  to  flatten  the  furrow  slice  and  bring  it  in  contact 
with  the  moist  subsoil. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SEED  BED  ON  STUBBLE  OR  OLD  LAND. 

Xo  definite  rule  can  be  laid  down  for  the  best  time  of  plowing 
old  land.  This  will  depend  upon  the  locality,  the  condition  of  the 
soil,  and  the  other  farm  work.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State, 
where  the  seasons  are  longer,  it  will  often  be  possible  to  plow  in 
the  fall.  Farther  west  there  is  seldom  time  after  harvest  to  do  much 
fall  plowing.  Plow  when  the  land  is  in  good  condition  and  other 
farm  work  will  permit.  Plow  4  to  8  inches  deep.  Do  a  good,  clean 
job,  turning  under  all  weeds,  trash,  and  stubble.  If  the  land  is 
plowed  in  the  spring,  follow  the  plow  with  the  disk  and  spike-tooth 
harrows.    If  in  the  fall,  the  ground  may  be  left  rough,  to  prevent 
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blowing  and  to  catch  snow.     The  disk  and  spike-tooth  harrows 
should  then  be  used  in  preparing  a  seed  bed  the  following  spring. 

A  good  seed  bed  should  be  firm  underneath,  with  2  or  3  inches  of 
loose  soil  on  top.  This  condition  may  be  obtained  by  using  the  disk 
and  spike-tooth  harrows.  Where  spring  grains  are  to  be  seeded  on 
spring  plowing,  this  work  should  be  done  immediately  after  the 
land  is  plowed.  If  the  spring  plowing  is  intended  for  winter  grains, 
leave  the  surface  of  the  soil  rough  until  weeds  and  volunteer  grains 
start.  Then  cultivate  with  disk  and  spike-tooth  harrows.  This  will 
destroy  the  weeds  and  put  the  land  in  good  tilth  for  fall  seeding. 

SUBIMER  FALLOW. 

The  practice  of  letting  the  ground  lie  idle  through  the  summer 
every  other  year  and  keeping  it  free  from  weeds  by  clean  cultivaticm 
is  followed  in  most  dry-land  regions.  The  purpose  of  this  summer 
fallow  is  to  collect  and  conserve  moisture  for  the  crop  that  is  to 
follow.  This  is  an  expensive  practice.  The  land  is  plowed  and 
cultivated,  but  no  return  is  received  from  it  that  year.  Summer 
fallowing  can  not  be  recommended  as  a  general  practice  for  the 
dry  lands  of  Montana.  Where  winter  wheat  is  to  be  grown  on  a 
large  acreage  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  this  method  to  some  ex- 
tent. Where  fallowing  seems  necessary  it  is  more  profitable  to  fal- 
low every  third  year  than  every  second  year. 

Land  that  is  to  be  summer  fallowed  should  not  be  plowed  imtil 
weeds  and  volunteer  grain  have  started  growth.  This  will  usually 
be  in  May  and  June.  Turn  under  all  the  weeds,  stubble,  and  trash. 
After  plowing,  do  not  cultivate  enough  to  pulverize  the  soiL  A 
rough  mulch  is  better  than  a  dust  mulch.  It  will  not  blow  or  puddle. 
Keep  the  weeds  down.  The  purpose  of  the  fallow  is  to  conserve 
moisture.  Weeds  use  more  moisture  than  is  lost  through  evapora- 
tion. Cultivate  when  the  weeds  are  small.  Use  a  weeder  that  will 
not  fine  the  soil  too  much. 

The  use  of  an  intertilled  crop,  such  as  corn,  is  a  profitable  substi- 
tute for  fallow.  Corn  is  a  profitable  crop  in  a  rotation  for  the  aver- 
age dry-land  farmer  of  Montana.  In  most  of  the  dry-land  sections 
it  will  produce  a  good  yield  of  grain,  and  it  will  always  yield  from 
2  to  4  tons  of  fodder  per  acre.  If  the  com  crop  is  cultivated  and  the 
weeds  kept  down,  a  good  seed  bed  for  small  grain  can  be  prepared 
by  disking  the  corn  stubble.  Spring  grains  adapt  themselves  more 
readily  to  this  method  than  winter  grains.  Where  spring  grains 
are  to  be  sown,  do  not  disk  the  com  land  until  spring,  as  the  stubble 
will  help  to  hold  the  snow.  There  is  very  little  difference  in  the 
yields  obtained  from  grains  grown  on  fallow  ground  and  grains 
sown  on  disked  corn  stubble.    The  latter  method  has  the  advantage 
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of  producing  a  profitable  crop  each  year  with  but  little  more  work 
than  is  necessary  in  the  fallow  system. 

SELECTION  OF  SEED. 

It  pays  to  use  good  seed.  Grow  varieties  that  are  adapted  to  your 
locality  and  conditions.  Make  sure  that  the  seed  is  free  from  all 
weed  seeds  and  from  disease.  This  is  important.  Clean  the  seed 
well,  blowing  out  all  small  and  immature  kernels  and  all  trash. 
Every  farmer  should  grow  his  own  seed.  He  then  knows  what  he  is 
sowing  and  what  results  he  can  expect.  By  selecting  seed  from  fields 
that  are  free  from  weeds  and  disease  and  that  produce  grain  of  the 
best  quality,  he  can  maintain  and  improve  the  quality  of  the  grain 
he  is  sowing. 

TREATING  SEED  FOB  DISEASE. 

Smut  is  probably  the  most  common  of  the  grain  diseases  in  Mon- 
tana. It  is  more  often  found  in  wheat  than  in  any  of  the  other 
grains.  Smut  can  be  fairly  well  controlled  by  treating  the  seed.  The 
formaldehyde  treatment  is  most  commonly  used  for  the  stinking 
smut  of  wheat,  oat  smut,  and  the  covered  smut  of  barley.  Mix  1 
pound  of  40  per  cent  formaldehyde  (the  ordinary  commercial  article, 
which  can  be  purchased  at  almost  any  drug  store)  with  45  gallons  of 
water.  Place  the  grain  in  a  pile  several  inches  thick  on  a  clean  floor 
or  canvas.  Sprinkle  the  grain  with  the  solution  until  every  kernel  is 
thoroughly  wet.  Cover  this  grain  with  sacks  or  a  blanket  for  several 
hours.    Then  spread  it  out  until  it  is  dry. 

The  grain  may  also  be  treated  in  sacks.  Place  the  solution  in  a 
barrel.  Put  a  bushel  to  a  bushel  and  a  half  of  grain  in  each  sack. 
Tie  the  sacks  at  the  top,  leaving  plenty  of  room  for  the  grain  to 
swell.  Soak  the  grain  for  10  minutes  in  the  solution.  If  the  sacks 
are  not  too  full,  the  grain  will  dry  out  in  the  sacks  if  they  are  set 
where  the  wind  strikes  them.  Do  not  allow  the  grain  to  freeze  while 
it  is  wet. 

In  treating  grain,  care  should  be  taken  to  have  the  solution  the 
right  strength.  If  too  weak  it  will  not  kill  the  spores.  If  too  strong 
it  will  injure  the  grain.  Be  sure  the  formaldehyde  you  buy  is  full 
strength. 

Wash  out  the  drill  with  the  formaldehyde  solution.  This  will 
destroy  any  smut  spores  that  may  be  in  the  drill. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  the  smuts  of  grain  and  of  smut 
treatments,  see  Farmers'  Bulletin  507. 

HABVESTING  THE  GBAIN  CBOP. 

There  are  three  general  methods  of  harvesting  the  grain  crops 
in  Montana:  (1)  With  combines,  (2)  with  headers,  and  (8)  with 
binders. 
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The  use  of  combines  (combined  harvesters  and  thrashers)  can  not 
be  recommended  in  Montana.  When  they  are  used  the  grain  must 
be  left  standing  until  it  is  overripe.  The  weather  in  the  autumn  is 
likely  to  be  unsettled.  Rain  and  snow  often  fall  before  the  grain 
can  be  cut.  The  quality  of  the  grain  that  is  left  standing  waiting  for 
a  combine  is  lowered  by  these  storms.  The  grain  is  also  likely  to 
lodge,  and  part  of  it  is  then  lost. 

On  the  larger  farms  where  most  of  the  land  is  cropped  to  grain, 
cutting  with  a  header  (fig.  8)  is  the  most  practicable  method. 
Fields  cut  with  the  header  must  be  left  until  just  about  ripe.  Grain 
can  not  be  safely  cut  as  green  with  the  header  as  with  the  binder,  but 
it  can  be  cut  greener  than  with  the  combine.  Cutting  grain  with  a 
header  has  the  following  advantages:  The  crop  is  removed  from 


Fig.  3. — Harvesting  wheat  with  a  header.    The  headed  wheat  is  being  staclsed  in  the 
of  the  field  to  avoid  long  hauls  with  the  header  racks. 

the  land  sooner  than  when  it  is  bound  and  shocked,  thus  allowing 
more  time  to  prepare  the  land  for  the  next  crop.  In  a^dry  year,  when 
the  straw  is  short,  the  grain  can  be  cut  easier  and  with  less  loss  than 
with  a  binder.  It  makes  possible  earlier  seeding  on  stubble  land. 
More  organic  matter  in  the  fonji  of  straw  is  returned  to  the  soil. 
The  expense  of  stacking  headed  grain  is  not  so  great  as  that  of 
stacking  bound  grain.  The  quality  of  the  grain  is  not  injured  by  rain 
and  snow,  as  may  happen  with  standing  grain  awaiting  the  combine 
or  grain  in  the  ^ock.  Thrashing  can  be  done  after  the  rush  of  the 
other  farm  work  is  over.    The  cost  of  thrashing  is  reduced. 

Grain  cut  with  a  header  should  be  well  stacked.  Build  a  good, 
solid  stack  that  will  not  blow  over.  Build  it  carefully  with  a  smooth, 
rounded  top  and  sides,  so  that  it  will  turn  rain  and  snow.  On  large 
fields  it  may  pay  to  use  a  fork  and  derrick  to  do  the  stacking.    The 
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stacks  should  be  so  located  as  to  avoid  long  hauls.    Well-built  stacks 
of  headed  grain  are  shown  in  figure  4. 

If  the  grain  is  somewhat  green  or  there  are  green  spots  in  the 
field,  arrange  for  circulation  of  air  in  the  stack  as  follows:  Make  a 
platform  6  inches  or  a  foot  above  the  ground  by  placing  small  poles 
or  boards  across  a  couple  of  logs  or  timbers.  Build  the  stack  on  this 
platform.  A  grain  sack  filled  with  hay  or  straw  can  be  used  to  make 
an  air  hole  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  stack.  Place  the  sack 
in  the  center  of  the  stack  at  the  bottom.  Build  around  the  sack,  pull- 
ing it  up  as  the  stack  is  built  and  keeping  most  of  the  sack  above  the 
level  of  the  headed  grain.  When  the  stack  is  finished,  pull  out  the 
sack  and  there  will  be  an  air  space  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  This 
can  be  done  at  several  places  along  the  length  of  the  stack.     Grain 


Fio.  4. — Well-built  stacks  of  headed  wheat. 

stacked  in  this  manner  is  less  likely  to  heat  or  spoil  even  though  it  is 
somewhat  green,  for  circulation  of  air  through  the  stack  is  provided. 

For  the  smaller  farms,  where  only  part  of  the  land  is  in  grain, 
the  binder  is  recommended.  The  binder  does  not  cost  as  much  as  the 
header,  nor  does  it  require  as  many  horses  or  men  to  operate  it.  For 
these  reasons  it  is  better  adapted  to  the  smaller  farms,  where  the 
aci*eage  of  grain  is  comparatively  small. 

On  the  average-sized  dry  farm  in  Montana  where  diversified  farm- 
ing is  practiced  it  will  pay  to  stack  the  gi-ain  after  it  is  cut  with  the 
binder.  Where  the  farmer  stacks  his  grain  he  is  able  to  get  on  the 
land  earlier  and  prepare  it  for  the  next  crop.  It  is  then  possible  to 
sow  the  following  crop  early,  either  in  the  fall  or  the  spring.  Early 
seeding  is  important  for  the  successful  growing  of  grain. 
44128'— BuU.  74^—16 2 
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If  the  grain  is  stacked,  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for  a  thrashing 
machine  to  come  before  working  stubble  land.  Thrashing  from  the 
shock,  as  shown  in  figure  5,  delays  other  work  on  the  land.  Grain 
that  is  stacked  properly  is  not  injured  by  rain  and  snow,  like  shocked 
grain.  Stacked  grain  costs  less  to  thrash  than  shocked  grain.  A 
smaller  crew  of  men  and  teams  is  required.  The  total  cost  of  stack- 
ing and  thrashing  may  be  more  than  the  cost  of  thrashing  from  the 
shock,  but  all  things  considered  it  pays  to  stack.  Grain  thrashed 
from  the  stack  sometimes  commands  a  better  price. 


Fig.  5. — Thrashing  wheat  from  the  shock.  Where  wheat  is  thrashed  in  this  way  it  Is  neces- 
sary to  wait  until  a  thrashing  machine  is  ayailable  before  the  land  can  be  prepared  for 
the  next  crop. 

GRAIN  CROPS  AND  VARIETIES. 

WHEAT. 

Wheat  is  the  most  important  dry-land  grain  crop  in  Montana. 
The  climate  and  soil  are  favorable  for  the  production  of  this  crop, 
and  there  is  always  a  ready  market  for  it.  It  is  primarily  a  cadi 
crop,  and  for  this  reason  will  always  be  important  on  the  dry  farms 
of  the  State.  The  estimated  total  production  of  winter  and  spring 
wheat  in  Montana  in  1915  was  nearly  34,000,000  bushels.  An  excel- 
lent field  of  winter  wheat  in  the  Judith  Basin  is  shown  in  figure  6. 

WINTER  WHEAT. 

In  1915  the  estimated  production  of  winter  wheat  exceeded  that 
of  spring  wheat  by  about  2,500,000  bushels.  Winter  wheat  is  not 
adapted  to  all  of  the  dry  lands  of  the  State.  In  eastern  Montana  it 
is  likely  to  winterkill.    Good  crops  of  winter  wheat  can  be  raised  as 
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far  east  as  Forsyth,  in  Rosebud  County.  East  of  Forsyth  it  can 
hardly  be  recommended  as  a  safe  crop  to  grow,  although  it  has  been 
raised  as  far  east  as  Glendive,  in  Dawson  County.  If  winter  wheat 
is  to  be  grown  this  far  east  it  should  be  sown  in  com  stubble.  The 
cornstalks  will  help  hold  the  snow  and  protect  the  wheat. 

In  1915  the  estimated  production  of  winter  wheat  in  Montana  was 
18,225,000  bushels.  This  was  7,162,000  bushels  more  than  in  1914. 
This  increased  production  is  due  largely  to  the  increased  acreage 
under  cultivation,  resulting  from  the  high  prices  obtained  for  wheat 
in  1914. 


Fig.  6. — Winter  wheat  on  breaking  In  the  Judith  Basin.  This  land  was  plowed  in  May  and 
June  and  the  wheat  sown  the  following  August  The  average  yield  of  the  112-acre  field 
here  shown  was  35  bushels  per  acre. 

VABIETIE8    TO    GROW. 

The  winter-wheat  variety  most  commonly  grown  is  the  Turkey. 
This  wheat  belongs  to  what  is  known  as  the  Crimean  group  of  hard 
red  winter  wheats.  It  was  brought  to  this  country  by  the  Mennonites 
in  1873  from  the  Crimea,  in  southern  Eussia.  Introductions  of  the 
Turkey  and  other  related  varieties  have  also  been  made  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  various  times. 

Experiments  with  varieties  of  winter  wheat  have  been  conducted 
since  1908  at  the  Judith  Basin  substation  at  Moccasin.  A  view  of 
the  field  plats  used  in  this  test  in  1915  is  shown  in  figure  7.  Of  the 
w^inter  wheats  tested  at  Moccasin  for  seven  years  the  Kharkof  has 
given  the  highest  yields.  This  variety  belongs  to  the  same  group  of 
wheats  as  the  Turkey,  from  which  it  can  not  be  distinguished.  The 
Kharkof  is  a  bearded  wheat,  with  hard  red  kernels,  which  was  im- 
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ported  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  1900  from 
Kharkof ,  Russia.  It  sells  on  the  market  for  the  same  price  as  Tur- 
key wheat  and  is  equally  valuable  for  milling  purposes.  It  will  stand 
more  extreme  heat  and  cold  than  the  Turkey  and  is  more  drought  re- 
sistant. Where  it  has  been  tried  in  Montana  it  has  given  higher 
yields  than  the  Turkey.  The  Kharkof  is  recommended  as  the  best 
winter  w^heat  to  grow  on  the  dry  lands  of  the  State. 

DATE  AND  BATE  OF  SEEDING. 

It  is  important  to  seed  winter  wheat  at  the  right  time.  The  best 
time  to  sow  varies  somewhat  in  the  different  sections  of  the  State. 
In  the  eastern  part  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  seed  as  early  as  farther 


Fig.  7. — Field  plats  of  winter  wheat  at  the  Judith  Basin  substation.  Moccasin,  Mont,  In 

1915. 

west,  where  the  seasons  are  shorter.  Wheat  should  be  sown  early 
enough  in  the  fall  to  get  a  good  start  before  winter.  Wheat  that  is 
seeded  late  is  likely  to  winterkill.  It  is  also  later  in  maturing  than 
early-sown  w^heat.  Wheat  that  is  seeded  early  often  matures  early 
enough  to  escape  dry  spells  that  injure  late-sown  wheat. 

The  condition  of  the  seed  bed  influences  the  time  of  seeding. 
There  is  no  reason  for  late  seeding  on  fallow  ground,  for  it  should 
always  contain  enough  moisture  to  cause  germination.  On  land  from 
which  a  crop  has  recently  been  harvested  there  often  is  not  enough 
moisture  in  the  early  fall  to  start  the  wheat.  In  this  case  it  is  bet- 
ter to  wait  until  rain  comes  before  seeding.  After  the  crop  is  re- 
moved it  is  sometimes  too  dry  to  plow  until  after  rains  come.  This 
will,  of  course,  delay  seeding. 
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In  a  six-year  test  at  Moccasin  the  best  results  have  been  obtained 
by  seeding  winter  wheat  between  August  10  and  September  10.  The 
exact  date  will  vary  for  different  years  and  for  different  localities. 
Seeding  after  the  middle  of  September  is  risky.  While  in  many 
cases  the  wheat  will  come  through,  the  chances  are  just  as  good  that 
'  it  will  winterkill.  On  the  average,  higher  yields  are  obtained  from 
ttie  early  seeding. 

On  a  good  seed  bed,  one  that  is  firm  underneath  with  1  or  2 
inches  of  loose  soil  on  top,  it  is  not  necessary  to  seed  more  than 
2  or  3  inches  deep.  The  principal  thing  is  to  get  the  seed  down  to 
moist  earth. 

The  best  rate  of  seeding  for  winter  wheat  on  dry  land  is  3  pecks 
per  acre.  This  has  been  proved  by  experiments  conducted  at  Moc- 
casin and  other  points  in  the  State.  This  is  the  rate  used  by  most 
of  the  farmers  in  Montana.  Since  winter  wheat  tillers  freely  a 
good  stand  can  be  obtained  with  a  light  rate  of  seeding.  Some 
farmers  claim  that  2  pecks  is  enough  to  seed.  This  may  give  good 
results  in  some  years  when  the  wheat  is  seeded  early,  but  usually  it 
will  not  give  a  thick  enough  stand.  Thin  stands  allow  the  weeds 
to  get  a  start  and  the  yield  is  reduced.  When  wheat  is  seeded  late 
it  is  best  to  sow  4  pecks  per  acre.  Then  if  there  is  some  winter- 
killing the  stand  will  still  be  thick  enough. 

Every  farmer  should  test  his  drill  and  know  just  how  much  it 
sows  when  set  at  a  certain  rate.  A  drill  often  becomes  worn  and 
seeds  more  or  less  than  the  indicator  shows.  If  wheat  that  has 
been  treated  for  smut  is  sown  before  it  is  thoroughly  dry  the  drill 
should  be  tested  with  the  swollen  kernels  and  set  to  sow  at  the 
correct  rate. 

SPRING  WHEAT. 

Spring  wheat  is  not  as  important  a  crop  as  winter  wheat  for  the 
dry  lands  of  Montana.  It  is  most  largely  grown  in  the  eastern  sec- 
tions of  the  State  where  winter  wheat  is  not  a  sure  crop.  Spring 
wheat  is  more  likely  than  winter  wheat  to  be  injured  by  dry  weather 
and  by  frost.  Experiments  at  Moccasin  show  that,  on  the  average, 
the  best  winter  wheat  variety  yields  about  8  bushels  more  than  the 
best  spring  wheat. 

Because  of  its  shorter  growing  season,  spring  wheat  adapts  itself 
more  readily  to  a  rotation  system  than  winter  wheat.  It  works  in 
well  where  a  cultivated  crop  like  com  is  grown  as  a  substitute  for 
fallow.  Spring  wheat  on  disked  com  ground  is  one  of  the  most 
profitable  grain  crops  that  can  be  grown  on  the  dry  lands  of  the 
State. 
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VABIETIE8  TO  GROW.* 

There  are  two  main  divisions  of  the  hard  spring  wheats,  the  com- 
mon and  the  durmn  (macaroni).  These  are  quite  distinct  from  each 
other.  The  durum  varieties  have  broad  heads  with  long,  stiff  beards. 
The  common  wheats  have  longer,  rather  slender  heads,  which  may  be 
either  bearded  or  beardless.  When  bearded,  the  beards  are  not  so 
long  as  those  of  the  durum  varieties.  Heads  of  representative  varie- 
ties of  several  groups  of  spring  wheat  are  shown  in  figure  8. 

At  Moccasin  in  a  seven-year  test  the  durum  wheats  have  yielded 
slightly  more  than  the  common  wheats.  Of  12  durum  varieties  which 
were  tested  the  Pelissier  has  given  the  highest  average  yield.  This 
variety  has  not  yet  been  distributed  to  any  great  extent.    It  has  hair- 


FiG.  8. — Representative  heads  of  different  types  of  wheat :  1,  Turkey  winter ;  2,  fife ;  3, 
Preston  ;  4,  Bluestem ;  5,  durum. 

less  white  chaff  with  black  beards.  The  kernels  are  a  little  larger 
than  those  of  most  durum  wheats  and  are  a  clear  amber  color.  Other 
better  known  durum  varieties  that  have  yielded  well  are  the  Kubanka 
and  Amautka.  These  varieties  have  hairless  yellow  chaff  and  yel- 
lowish beards.  The  kernels  are  not  quite  as  large  as  those  of  the 
Pelissier. 

Durum  wheats  are  thought  to  be  especially  well  adapted  to  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Here  the  drought  conditions  are  usually 
a  little  more  severe  than  farther  west.  Good  yields  can  be  expected 
from  durum  wheats  on  all  the  dry  lands  of  the  State.  While  durum 
wheat  often  does  not  bring  quite  as  much  on  the  market  as  spring 
common  wheat,  the  difference  in  price  in  the  last  few  years  has  not 

1  For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  sprln;?  wheat  varieties,  see  Ball,  Carleton  R.,  and 
Clark,  J.  Allen,  "  Varieties  of  hard  spring  wheat,"  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bulletin  680. 
1916. 
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been  very  great.  Durum  has  sometimes  sold  for  more  than  common 
wheat.  The  fear  of  a  lower  price  for  durum  wheat  should  not  stop 
the  farmer  from  growing  it,  as  the  increase  in  yield  usually  will  make 
up  for  any  difference  in  price. 

At  Moccasin  the  yields  of  the  spring  common  wheats  as  a  whole 
have  not  been  as  high  as  those  of  the  durums.  Some  good  varieties, 
however,  have  yielded  as  high  or  higher  than  the  durum  varieties. 
Among  these  the  Marquis  is  probably  the  most  promising  for  the 
dry  lands  of  Montana.  This  variety  has  been  tested  at  Moccasin 
for  only  three  years,  but  during  that  time  it  has  yielded  about  the 
same  as  the  Pelissier. 

The  Marquis  is  a  hybrid  wheat  developed  by  the  Canadian  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  It  is  beardless,  with  hairless  white  chaff.  The 
kernels  are  short,  plimip,  hard,  and  usually  dark  red  in  color.  These 
characters  place  it  in  the  Fife  group  of  wheat.  It  is  a  good  milling 
wheat  and  brings  a  good  price.  The  yields  obtained  from  the  Mar- 
quis at  MoccasLn  indicate  that  it  is  a  good  wheat  for  the  dry  lands 
of  Montana.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  found  better  adapted  to 
the  western  sections  of  the  dry-land  area.  In  the  extreme  eastern 
part  of  the  State  the  durum  varieties  are  recommended  as  being  the 
best  varieties  to  grow. 

DATE  AND  BATE  OF  SEEDINO. 

No  exact  date  can  be  given  as  the  best  time  to  sow  spring  wheat. 
Phis  will  vary  in  different  years  and  in  different  localities.  The  im- 
portant point  to  have  in  mind  is  that  early  seeding  is  best.  Spring 
wheat  should  be  sown  as  soon  as  soil  and  climatic  conditions  permit. 
Since  fully  half  the  annual  rainfall  comes  in  April,  May,  June,  and 
July,  it  is  important  to  have  the  wheat  seeded  early,  so  as  to  make 
the  best  use  of  this  rainfall.  Where  spring  wheat  is  seeded  on  corn 
stubble  or  fall  plowing,  early  seeding  is  possible.  If  the  land  is 
weedy  it  is  a  good  plan  to  let  the  weeds  start  and  then  cultivate  to 
kill  them  before  seeding  the  wheat. 

At  Moccasin  the  best  results  have  been  obtained  by  sowing  the 
spring  wheats  at  the  rate  of  4  pecks  per  acre.  This  is  the  rate  used 
by  most  farmers  and  is  1  peck  more  than  the  usual  rate  for  winter 
wheat.  Where  good  seed  is  used,  this  rate  will  give  a  good  stand.  If 
the  germination  of  the  seed  is  poor  it  should  be  sown  at  a  higher  rate. 
Some  of  the  larger  seeded  durum  varieties  should  be  sown  at  the  rate 
of  5  pecks  per  acre. 

In  the  spring  there  is  usually  plenty  of  moisture  in  the  seed  bed,  so 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  sow  the  seed  more  than  1  or  2  inches  deep. 
Unless  the  surface  of  the  seed  bed  is  very  dry  do  not  seed  deeper 
than  this. 
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The  yields  obtained  from  oats  at  Moccasin  have  been  quite  satis- 
factory. These  results  and  the  experience  of  farmers  show  that  good 
yields  of  oats  ordinarily  can  be  obtained  on  the  dry  lands  of  Mon- 
tana. At  the  present  time  the  dry-land  farmer  does  not  grow  oats 
as  a  cash  crop  but  for  feeding.  As  the  stock  on  the  farm  is  increased, 
oats  will  become  a  more  important  crop. 


J 


> 


Ficj.  0.— Representative  heads  of  different  types  of  oats :  1,  White  Russian  ;  2,  Siberian  ;  3, 
Swedish  Select ;  4,  Sixty-Day. 

VARIETIES   TO   GROW. 

The  early  varieties,  such  as  the  Sixty-Day  and  Kherson,  are  the 
best  ones  to  grow.  In  a  seven-year  test  at  Moccasin  the  early  varieties 
have  exceeded  the  later  ones,  such  as  the  Swedish  Select,  by  about  16 
bushels  to  the  acre  in  average  yield.  Heads  of  the  Swedish  Select, 
Sixty-Day,  and  two  other  varieties  are  shown  in  figure  9.  At  Moc- 
casin the  Sixty-Day  variety  will  mature  in  about  100  days  from  the 
time  of  sowing.  This  period  will,  of  course,  vary  in  different  seas(»is 
and  different  localities.  The  Swedish  Select  and  similar  varieties 
are  from  10  to  12  days  later  in  maturing. 
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The  Sixty-Day  oat^  was  introduced  from  southwestern  Russia 
into  the  United  States  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture in  1901.  The  Kierson  is  a  very  similar  variety,  also  frwn 
Russia.  At  Moccasin  it  has  not  yielded  quite  as  heavily  as  the  Sixty- 
Day.  The  straw  of  these  varieties  is  rather  short  and  fine  and  the 
Iieads  loose  and  spreading.  The  kernel  is  yellow  in  color,  small,  long, 
and  rather  slender.  The  hull  is  thin  and  under  favorable  conditicms 
the  weight  per  bushel  is  high.  Objection  to  the  Sixty-Day  pats  is 
sometimes  made  because  of  the  small  size  and  yellow  color  of  the 
kernels.  Since  oats  are  grown  for  feed  rather  than  for  market,  the 
yellow  color  is  not  objectionable.  Tests  have  shown  that  the  Sixty- 
Day  has  a  smaller  proportion  of  hull  than  most  of  the  varieties  with 
larger  kernels.  Thus  a  bushel  of  Sixty-Day  oats  has  a  higher  feeding 
value  than  a  bushel  of  large,  thick-hulled  oats. 

The  Sixty-Day  variety,  because  of  its  fine  straw,  is  better  adapted 
to  use  for  hay  than  some  of  the  later  varieties  with  coarse  straw. 

Wherever  the  Sixty-Day  oat  has  been  tried  on  the  dry  lands  of  the 
State  it  has  given  good  results.  It  is  recommended  as  being  the 
best  variety  to  groAv  on  Montana  dry  farms. 

DATE    AND    RATE    OF    SEEDING. 

As  with  spring  wheat,  the  best  results  are  obtained  from  seeding 
oats  early.  While  they  do  not  require  as  long  a  growing  period  as 
spring  wheat  they  should  be  seeded  fully  as  early.  Sow  as  sooa  as 
soil  and  climatic  conditions  permit.  Have  the  seed  bed  well  pre- 
pared. Do  not  sow  the  seed  too  deep;  1  to  2  inches  should  be  deep 
enough  to  put  the  seed  in  moist  soil. 

Because  of  the  small  size  of  the  grain,  a  lower  rate  of  seeding  is 
desirable  for  the  Sixty-Day  than  for  most  varieties  of  oats.  The  best 
results  have  been  obtained  by  seeding  4  to  5  pecks  per  acre. 

BARLET. 

At  the  present  time  barley  is  not  an  important  crop  on  the  dry 
lands  of  Montana.  Its  chief  value  to  the  dry-land  farmer  is  for  feed. 
The  best  varieties  of  barley  have  produced  very  heavy  yields  at 
Moccasin,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  crop  should  be  much  more  ex- 
tensively grown.  In  pounds  of  gi-ain  per  acre  barley  has  yielded 
more  than  any  other  grain  under  experiment. 

There  are  two  main  groups  of  barley,  the  hulled  and  the  naked, 
or  hull-less.  In  both  of  these  groups  there  are  2-rowed  and  6-rowed 
and  also  bearded  and  beardless  varieties.  Tlie  hulled  barleys  are  used 
for  brewing  and  feeding  purposes,  while  the  hull-less  varieties  are 

*Por  a  more  complete  dlscnsslon  of  this  variety.  Roe  Warburton,  C.  W.,  "  Sixty-Day  and 
Kherson  oats,"  U.  S.  D«pt.  Agr.,  Farmers'  Bulletin  396.    1910. 
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used  only  for  feeding.    Heads  of  several  of  the  important  varieties  of 
bariey  are  shown  in  figure  10. 

VARIETIES  TO  GROW. 

At  Moccasin  the  highest  yielding  variety  of  barley  has  been  the 
White  Smyrna.  This  is  a  2-rowed,  bearded,  hulled  variety.  It  was 
obtained  from  Asia  Minor  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  head  is  of  medium  length  and  the  kernels  are 
large.    The  straw  is  rather  short,  especially  in  a  dry  season.    The 


Fio.  10. — Representative  heads  of  different  types  of  barley ;  Wtiite  Smyrna  (1)  and  Mann- 
Chen  (2),  2-rowed  hulled  varieties;  Coast  (3)  and  Mariout  (4),  6-rowed  hulled  varieties; 
Nepal  (5)  and  Himalaya  (6),  6-rowed  naked  varieties. 

shortness  of  the  straw  is  the  main  objection  to  the  variety,  but  if 
sown  early  it  will  always  grow  tall  enough  to  be  cut  with  a  binder. 

The  White  Smyrna  is  the  earliest  of  the  barleys  that  have  been 
grown  at  Moccasin.  It  matures  about  the  same  time  as  Sixty-Day 
oats.  The  length  of  its  growing  season  varies  from  95  to  105  days, 
depending  upon  the  season  and  locality.  In  trials  in  other  parts  of 
the  State  excellent  results  have  been  obtained.  The  White  Smyrna 
is  recommended  as  being  the  best  barley  to  grow  under  dry  condi- 
tions in  Montana.  It  seems  especially  adapted  to  regions  where 
severe  droughts  are  likely  to  occur. 
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At  the  present  time  the  naked  variety  Nepal  is  probably  the  most 
commonly  grown  barley  in  Montana.  This  variety  perhaps  is  bet- 
ter known  as  "  White  Hull-less  "  and  is  often  called  "  goose  wheat." 
It  is  a  6-rowed,  hull-less,  beardless  variety.  It  has  rather  coarse  straw 
and  broad  leaves.  The  heads  have  a  tendency  to  break  off  when  ripe 
and  it  is  likely  to  lodge  in  a  wet  year.  It  is  a  little  later  in  maturing 
than  the  White  Smyrna  and  does  not  yield  as  well.  Because  of  its 
coarse  straw  and  broad  leaves  and  the  freedom  from  beards  it  is  a 
very  good  variety  to  grow  for  hay.  It  is  also  a  good  grain  to  grow 
for  hogging  off.  To  farmers  who  want  a  grain  for  these  purposes 
the  Nepal  (White  Hull-less)  barley  is  recommended. 

DATE  AND   RATE  OF  SEEDING. 

As  with  the  other  spring  grains,  early  seeding  is  necessary  to 
obtain  good  results  with  barley.  The  exact  time  to  sow  will,  of 
course,  depend  upon  local  conditions.  WTiere  the  seed  bed  is  well 
prepared  and  free  from  weeds,  sow  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring. 
If  the  seed  bed  is  in  poor  tilth  or  weeds  are  plentiful  it  will  pay  to 
work  the  soil  to  make  a  smooth  seed  bed  and  destroy  the  weeds,  even 
if  seeding  is  somewhat  delayed. 

The  best  results  are  obtained  from  seeding  the  hulled  varieties  of 
barley  at  the  rate  of  5  pecks  per  acre  and  the  naked  or  hull-less  varie- 
ties at  the  rate  of  4  pecks.  The  hulled  varieties  should  be  sown  from 
the  barley  side  of  the  drill  and  the  naked  varieties  from  the 
wheat  side. 

FLAX.1 

Flax  has  been  grown  in  Montana  chiefly  as  a  sod  crop.  Because 
of  its  high  bushel  value  it  is  an  important  crop  for  the  new  settler 
who  is  a  long  distance  from  the  railroad.  Flax  diseases  increase  in 
the  soil  when  this  crop  is  grown  for  several  years  on  the  same  land; 
hence,  it  should  be  gi'own  in  rotation  with  other  crops. 

Flax  yields  at  Moccasin  have  been  satisfactory  and  show  that  a 
profitable  yield  can  be  produced  on  the  dry  lands  of  Montana.  A 
view  of  the  field  plats  used  for  the  flax  experiments  at  Moccasin  in 
1915  is  shown  in  figure  11. 

VARIETIES  TO  GROW. 

The  best  yields  in  a  5-year  test  were  produced  by  a  variety  known 
as  the  Russian.  This  variety  belongs  to  the  European  seed-flax 
group.  It  is  grown  in  North  Dakota  and  has  been  distributed  by  the 
agricultural  experiment  station  in  that  State  as  North  Dakota  No. 
155.  This  Russian  flax  has  yielded  better  at  Moccasin  than  the  wilt- 
resistant  varieties  distributed  by  the  North  Dakota  station.    In  the 

*  For  a  more  complete  diRcusslon  of  flax  growing,  see  Circulars  22  and  40  of  the  Montana 
Agricultural  College  Experiment  Station. 
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eastern  part  of  the  State,  where  flax  diseases  are  more  common,  the 
disease-resistant  varieties  may  do  better  than  the  Bussian.  The 
Russian  is  recommended  for  the  western  portion  of  the  dry-land 
sections. 

One  of  the  great  objections  to  flax  is  that  it  is  likely  to  bring 
weeds  with  it.  Because  of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  seed  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  take  out  the  weed  seeds.  As  a  result  many  weed  seeds  are 
often  sown  with  the  flax.  The  crop  grows  slowly  early  in  the  sea- 
son and  makes  little  shade,  so  that  it  is  a  poor  weed  fighter.  For 
these  reasons  care  should  be  used  in  selecting  flax  seed  to  make  sure 
that  it  is  free  from  all  weed  seeds.    Bright,  plump,  clean  seed  is 


Fio.  11. — Field  plats  of  varieties  of  flax  at  the  Judith  Basin  substation.  Moccasin,  Mont., 

In  1015. 

also  more  likely  to  be  free  from  disease  than  poor,  shrunken  seed. 
If  clean  seed  is  sown  on  clean  ground,  flax  that  is  free  from  weeds 
and  disease  may  be  grown. 

DATE  AND  RATE  OF  SEEDING. 

The  impression  is  rather  general  that  flax  should  not  be  sown 
as  early  as  the  other  spring  grains.  Experiments  at  Moccasin  do 
not  support  this  idea.  In  1915  flax  seeded  at  the  same  time  as 
oats,  wheat,  and  barley  gave  a  higher  yield  than  flax  sown  at  a 
later  date.  While  it  is  probably  true  that  flax  can  not  stand  as  much 
frost  as  the  other  spring  grains,  yet  the  best  results  at  Moccasin 
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have  been  obtained  from  flax  sown  between  April  15  and  May  1. 
Flax  seeded  after  the  latter  date  does  not  do  as  welL  It  is  better 
to  risk  injury  from  frost  in  the  spring  than  in  the  fall. 

On  a  well-prepared  seed  bed  20  pounds  of  seed  to  the  acre  is 
enough.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  even  less  seed  may  be  de- 
sirable. Flax  should  not  be  sown  too  thinly,  however,  as  too  much 
space  is  left  for  weeds. 

Flax  requires  a  firm,  even  seed  bed.  It  is  important  to  have  the 
surface  of  the  seed  bed  smooth,  so  as  to  insure  even  germination  and 
growth.  Flax  straw  is  short,  and  unless  the  seed  bed  is  smooth 
and  the  growth  even  some  of  the  crop  is  likely  to  be  lost  when  it  is 
harvested.  < 

Do  not  sow  flax  too  deep.  The  seeds  are  small  and  the  young 
plant  has  difficulty  in  reaching  the  surface.  Covering  the  seed  to 
a  depth  of  1  or  IJ  inches  is  sufficient. 

SUMMARY. 

The  chief  dry- farming  districts  of  Montana  are  in  the  eastern  two- 
thirds  of  the  State. 

There  are  two  main  types  of  dry-farmed  land,  the  level  benches 
and  the  rolling  hills. 

The  soils  vary  from  a  heavy  gumbo  to  a  light,  sandy  loam.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  soil  is  made  up  of  various  kinds  of  clay  loams.  All 
types  are  usually  well  supplied  with  plant  food. 

The  rainfall  varies  from  13  inches  in  Dawson  County  to  21  inches 
in  Cascade  County. 

Evaporation  in  Montana  is  lower  than  in  the  southern  and  central 
Great  Plains  area. 

The  frost-free  period  at  Moccasin,  in  the  central  part  of  the  State, 
is  116  days.  It  varies  from  80  days  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
dry-farming  district  to  125  in  the  eastern. 

The  small  grains  are  important  for  the  dry-land  settler,  as  there 
is  always  a  ready  market  for  them. 

Native  sod  should  be  broken  in  April,  May,  or  June,  and  the  plow 
followed  with  some  tool  to  pack  the  soil. 

The  time  of  plowing  old  land  depends  on  the  soil  and  climatic  con- 
ditions and  the  need  for  doing  other  farm  work. 

Fall-plowed  land  should  be  left  rough,  to  catch  the  snow  and  pre- 
vent the  soil  from  blowing.  Spring-plowed  land  for  spring  grains 
should  be  worked  down  immediately  after  plowing. 

Summer  fallowing  is  not  recommended  as  a  general  practice  for 
Montana.  Where  summer  fallowing  appears  to  be  necessary,  it  may 
be  done  every  third  year  instead  of  every  second  year.  Do  not  plow 
summer  fallow  until  weeds  and  volunteer  grain  have  started. 
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Have  a  rough  mulch  instead  of  a  dust  mulch.  Keep  the  weeds 
down,  by  cultivating  when  they  are  small.  Use  a  weeder  that  will 
not  fine  the  soil  too  much. 

Use  a  cultivated  crop,  such  as  com,  as  a  substitute  for  fallow. 
Grain  seeded  on  disked  com  ground  yields  nearly  as  well  as  grain 
on  fallow. 

Grow  varieties  adapted  to  your  locality  and  conditions.  Sow  grain 
that  is  free  from  disease  and  weed  seeds.  To  prevent  smut,  treat  all 
grain  with  a  formaldehyde  solution  before  seeding. 

The  use  of  a  combined  harvester  and  thrasher  is  not  recommended 
for  Montana.  On  large  areas  use  a  header  and  stack  the  grain  care- 
fully.   On  small  farms  use  a  binder  and  stack  the  grain. 

Winter  wheat  is  the  most  important  dry-land  grain  crop  in  Mon- 
tana except  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  The  Kharkof  is  the 
best  variety  of  winter  wheat  to  grow. 

Sow  winter  wheat  at  any  time  between  August  10  and  September 
10  at  the  rate  of  3  pecks  per  acre. 

Durum  wheat  is  better  than  spring  common  wheat  for  growing  on 
the  dry  lands  of  Montana.  The  Pelissier  is  the  highest  yielding 
dunun  wheat  at  Moccasin. 

Of  the  spring  common  wheats,  the  Marquis  is  a  promising  variety 
which  is  adapted  to  the  western  portion  of  the  dry-land  section. 

The  Sixty-Day  variety  of  oats  is  the  best  one  to  grow  on  dry 
land. 

The  White  Smyrna  is  the  best  barley  to  grow  on  the  dry  lands 
of  the  State.  TVTien  a  barley  for  hay  or  for  hogging  off  is  desired 
grow  Nepal  (White  Hull-less). 

The  Russian  (North  Dakota  No.  155)  is  the  best  variety  of  flax 
to  grow.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  some  of  the  disease- 
resistant  varieties  may  do  better. 

Early  seeding  is  desirable  for  all  spring-grain  crops.  Sow  spring 
wheat,  oats,  and  barley  as  early  as  the  land  can  be  prepared.  The 
best  date  for  sowing  flax  is  between  April  15  and  May  1. 

The  best  rates  of  seeding  for  the  spring  grain  crops  are  as  fol- 
lows: Wheat,  4  pecks  to  the  acre;  oats,  4  to  5  pecks;  hulled  barley, 
5  pecks;  naked  (hull-less)  barley,  4  pecks;  and  flax,  15  to  20  pounds. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  rose  has  probably  been  cultivated  as  long  as  ony  ornamental 
plant,  and  it  holds  a  warmer  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  than 
any  other  flower.  From  earliest  times  it  has  been  a  favorite.  It 
has  figured  in  the  literature  of  all  ages  and  all  nations.  People  in 
all  stations  of  life  yield  homage  to  its  beauty  of  form  and  color  and 
to  its  delicious  fragrance.  It  is  loved  by  poor  and  rich  alike.  It  is 
grown  in  the  dooryards  of  the  least  pretentious  cottages,  where  often 
the  occupants  are  stinted  in  food  and  raiment,  as  well  as  on  the 
grounds  of  large  estates,  where  abound  the  choicest  things  that 
money  can  buy.  It  is  also  grown  in  immense  quantities  under  glass 
and  is  the  most  popular  winter  cut  flower  for  all  occasions.  So  deep 
a  hold  has  it  on  the  affections  of  the  people  that  it  is  often  spoken 
of  as  the  "  queen  of  flowers." 

Wild  roses  abound  in  great  variety  over  practically  all  the  tem- 
perate regions  of  the  earth.    Man  has  taken  advantage  of  this  and 

NoTK. — This  bulletin  Is  of  general  Interest  to  those  who  wish  to  grow  roses  for  pleasure 
and  for  the  beautlflcation  of  their  home  grounds. 
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has  appropriated  the  most  pleasing  wild  forms  for  his  use.  In  addi- 
tion, he  has  so  modified  and  improved  the  wild  sorts  by  breeding  and 
selection  that  now  there  is  a  rose  for  every  need.  Tlie  present  bul- 
letin, however,  will  be  restricted  to 
a  consideration  of  roses  for  the 
lawn  and  border,  for  the  arbor  and 
trellis,  for  cutting,  and  for  other 
ornamental  purposes. 

ROSES  FOR  THE  LAWN  AND 
BORDER. 


Eoses  for  the  lawn  and  border 
are  those  which,  because  of  their 
habits  of  growth  and  their  foliage, 
are  as  well  suited  for  use  in  relief 
planting  about  the  ground  line  of 
buildings  or  in  masses  upon  the 
lawn  or  along  borders  as  other  or- 
namental shrubs.  When  suitable 
sorts  are  chosen,  roses  are  quite  as 
appropriate  and  effective  in  mixed 
groups  as  are  other  shrubs.  To  be 
suitable  for  this  use,  however,  they 
must  be  hardy,  moderately  free  in 
growth,  and  possess  foliage  reason- 
ably disease  resistant  and  free 
from  insect  attack.  In  fact,  for 
this  purpose,  foliage  is  more  to  be 
desired  than  fine  flowers.  The 
foliage  is  a  feature  during  the 
whole  growing  season,  while  the 
flowers  may  cover  a  period  less 
than  a  fortnight  in  length. 

In  figure  1  the  groups  on  the 
borders  of  the  grounds  or  about 
the  base  of  the  house  might  appro- 
priately be  partially  composed  of  these  hardy  roses,  while  the  cut- 
flower  roses  should  be  grown  in  the  garden. 

SPEaES  AND  VARIETIES. 

Rugosa  rose. — The  Rugosa  or  Wrinkled  Japanese  rose  ^  is  one  of 
the  deservedly  popular  sorts  for  landscape  planting.  The  original 
form,  native  to  China,  Chosen  (Korea),  and  Japan,  grows  5  to  6  feet 

^  RQ9a  rugo8<k 


^ 


Fig.  1. — Plan  for  a  city  lot.  Border  roses 
may  be  used  in  combination  with  other 
shrubs  in  any  of  the  clumps  about  the 
house  or  on  the  borders.  Cut-flower 
roses  would  be  appropriate  In  the  gar- 
den or  in  the  bed  between  the  garden 
and  the  garage. 
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tall,  is  rose  colored,  single,  with  rough,  dark  foliage.  It  blooms 
nearly  all  summer,  and  bears  large  bright  red  hips  that  persist  during 
the  winter.  This  rose  is  hardy  in  the  North,  succeeds  well  in  the 
South,  and  thrives  within  reach  of  ocean  spray.  There  is  a  good 
white  form  (fig.  2).  Hybrids  are  being  introduced  that  are  more  or 
less  double  and  of  several  colors,  from  pure  white  to  deep  rose.  Some 
of  the  hybrids  are  less  prolific  than  the  type  in  the  number  of  hips 
formed. 

Carolina  rose. — The  Carolina  rose^  is  an  upright  shrub,  native 
from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  west  to  the  Mississippi 
River ;  most  common  in  moist  places.    It  reaches  a  height  of  8  feet. 


PI4TltHP 

Fig.  2. — White  Rugosa  roses  blooming  in  a  clump  of  shrubbery.     These  roses  bloom  all 
summer  and  the  blooms  are  followed  by  very  attractive  hips. 

has  dull  green  foliage,  small  pink  flowers  in  flat-topped  clusters, 
followed  by  small,  bright-colored  hips. 

Rosa  lucida, — ^The  wild  rose,  native  in  New  Elngland,  New  York, 
and  Pennsylvania,  is  a  shrub  growing  6  feet  tall,  with  dark,  shiny 
leaves.  Its  single  pink  flowers  are  borne  singly  or  in  small  clusters  in 
June  and  July.  The  hips  are  small,  bright  red.  The  stems  are 
brownish  red,  showy,  and  attractive.  When  planted  closely,  it  is 
especially  desirable  for  a  low  ground  cover  2  to  3  feet  high.  It 
effectually  deters  crosscutting  and  is  good  for  rough  banks  and  sea- 
side planting  or  other  adverse  conditions. 

Prairie  rose. — The  Prairie  rose  ^  is  a  shrub  6  feet  high,  with  long, 
drooping  branches  that  adapt  it  also  for  use  as  a  pillar  rose.    Native 

1  Rota  Carolina,  *  Rosa  setigera. 
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from  Canada  to  Florida  and  west  to  Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  and 
Texas,  it  is  a  hardy  species,  thriving  under  adverse  conditions.  Its 
flowers  are  scentless,  single,  deep  rose,  in  several-flowered  clusters, 
fading  to  almost  white.  The  hips  are  bright  red,  showy,  attractive, 
and  persistent. 

Arkansas  rose, — ^The  Arkansas  rose,^  formerly  included  with 
Rosa  blanday  is  a  valuable  species,  native  from  Minnesota  and 
British  Columbia  to  Mexico.  Its  flowers  are  single,  pink,  some- 
times white,  in  clusters.  It  is  useful  for  covering  dry  slopes  and 
barren  places.  This  rose  is  not  widely  listed  by  nurserymen,  but 
it  is  a  valuable  sort  for  the  dry  regions  m  the  western  half  of  the 
country  and  for  other  dry  soils. 

Sweetbrier. — The  sweetbrier,  or  eglantine,^  is  an  upright,  compact 
shrub  from  Europe  that  has  run  wild  in  many  places.  A  character- 
istic spicy,  aromatic  odor  is  emitted  by  the  young  shoots  ia  damp 
weather  and  from  the  leaves  when  bruised.  The  flowers  are  single, 
pink,  one  to  three  in  a  cluster;  the  hip  is  either  orange  or  scarlet 
and  the  foliage  is  bright  and  glossy.  There  are  many  good  crosses, 
among  which  are  the  Penzance  hybrids. 

Rosa  eglanteria  or  Rosa  lutea, — ^The  Austrian  Copper,  Austrian 
Yellow,  Persian  Yellow,  and  Harrison's  Yellow  are  important  and 
useful  varieties  in  the  Rosa  eglanteria  or  Rosa  lutea  groups.  They 
are  deep  yellow,  showy,  with  green  or  greenish  winter  stems.  The 
Pemet  rose  is  closely  allied  to  these. 

Dwarf  Polyantha  rose. — The  Baby  Rambler'  roses  comprise  a 
group  which  includes  a  large  number  of  varieties  of  dwarf  habit 
(1  to  2  feet  mostly),  of  many  shades  of  white,  pink,  and  red,  with 
flowers  borne  freely  in  clusters  throughout  the  season.  They  are 
very  useful  for  low  bedding. 

Cabbage  rose. — The  Cabbage  rose  *  is  a  shrub  attaining  a  height  of 

5  feet  which  has  only  one  blooming  season,  but  that  a  long  one.  The 
flowers  are  double,  either  red  or  white.  The  variegated  Provence 
rose  is  closely  related.  There  are  also  cultivated  forms  with  mossy 
calyxes,  some  with  red  flowers  and  some  with  white.  There  are 
other  moss  roses  derived  from  hybrid  perpetuals  which  are  not 
adapted  to  the  same  uses  as  Cabbage  roses. 

Damask  rose. — The  Damask  rose  *^  is  a  round,  compact,  5-foot  shrub 
that  holds  its  foliage  late  and  bears  two  crops  of  red  flowers. 

Additional  species. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  and  perhaps 
equally  desirable,  long  lists  of  valuable  species  are  offered  by  nursery- 
men, and  many  more  are  not  yet  in  the  trade.  Among  the  latter, 
Rosa  kugonis  and  Rosa  sericea  are  very  promising. 

^  Rosa  arkansanO'.  *  JRosa  polj/ontha,  >  Rosa  damaacetta. 

'  Ro^a  rubiginosa,  *  Rosa  gallica  ccntifolia. 
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SOIL  AND  FERTILIZER. 

The  roses  included  in  the  foregoing  descriptions  are  adapted  to  a 
wide  range  of  soil  conditions  and  may  be  counted  on  to  succeed  in 
any  but  extremely  heavy  or  very  sandy  soils,  and  many  of  them  will 
do  well  even  on  these  types  of  soil.  Thorough  drainage  and  a  plenti- 
ful supply  of  organic  matter,  with  a  reasonably  constant  water 
supply  during  the  growing  season,  are  essential.  A  soil  capable  of 
growing  good  garden  or  field  crops  is  suitable  for  roses.  The  deeper 
the  soil  and  the  better  the  preparation  at  the  beginning  the  more 
satisfactory  will  be  the  results. 

Botted  cow  manure  is  the  best  fertilizer.  Any  other  well-rotted 
manure  or  good  compost  will  serve  the  purpose.  Fresh  manure, 
especially  horse  mahure,  is  to  be  avoided.  If  no  other  manure  is 
available  it  may  be  used,  but  it  must  neither  come  in  direct  contact 
with  the  roots  when  planting,  nor  should  it  be  used  immediately  be- 
neath the  plant  in  quantity  sufficient  to  cut  off  direct  connection  with 
the  subsoil  and  the  water  supply.  Of  the  commercial  fertilizers, 
ground  bone  is  excellent  to  add  as  additional  food,  but  will  not  answer 
as  a  substitute  for  plenty  of  compost.  Where  it  is  cheap  enough,  cot- 
tonseed meal  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  bone.  Wood  ashes  are 
sometimes  a  helpful  addition,  or,  when  they  are  not  available,  lime 
and  muriate  of  potash,  applied  separately,  may  be  used.  Sandy  soils 
need  more  frequent  applications  of  manure  than  heavier  soils,  as 
the  organic  matter  burns  out  more  rapidly  in  them  and  must  there- 
fore be  replenished  more  liberally. 

PLANTING. 

The  distance  apart  to  plant  will  depend  on  the  variety  and  also  on 
the  other  plants  used.  The  rose  plants  should  be  so  spaced  that  when 
they  reach  maturity  they  will  come  together  without  overcrowding. 
Those  of  the  Rugosa  and  the  Austrian  Copper  groups  should  be 
planted  3  feet  apart,  the  Baby  Ramblers  2  feet,  and  the  hybrid 
Rugosas  and  other  kinds  4,  5,  or  6  feet,  depending  on  the  vigor  of 
growth  of  the  variety. 

Those  varieties  most  used  in  landscape  planting  are  usually  priced 
by  nurserymen  according  to  size  rather  than  age,  that  is,  according  to 
height  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  according  to  stockiness  or  weight 
A  short,  stocky,  or  heavy  plant  is  better  than  a  taller  light  one. 

The  roses  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  shrubbery  are  so  hardy  that 
they  should  be  treated  as  other  shrubs  in  their  respective  localities. 
In  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  western 
Plains  where  there  are  strong  drying  winds  in  winter,  early  spring 
planting  is  best.  In  the  other  regions  fall  planting  has  advantages 
over  spring  planting,  but  not  sufficient  to  warrant  postponing  spring 
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planting  until  autumn,  although  enough  to  push  planting  in  the 
fall  rather  than  to  wait  until  spring.  These  different  areas  are  indi- 
cated on  the  map  shown  in  figure  3.  There  are  localities  north  of 
the  line  suggested  as  the  division  between  successful  fall  and  spring 
transplanting  where  fall  planting  can  safely  and  satisfactorily  be 
done,  and  others  south  of  it  where  spring  planting  is  more  desirable. 
Spring  planting  should  be  done  as  soon  as  the  ground  is  dry  enough 
to  work,  or  when  it  springs  apart  after  being  squeezed  in  the  hand. 
Fall  planting  is  best  done  as  soon  as  the  leaves  have  fallen  from 
trees  and  bushes. 


PItMIMP 

Fi<;.  3. — Outllno  map  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  areas  in  which  fall  transplantlngs 
and  spring  transplantings  of  roses  are  usually  most  satisfactory. 

Stock  should  be  planted  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  arrives.  Some- 
times it  is  impossible  to  do  this  inunediately.  In  that  case  the  plants 
should  be  unpacked  and  heeled  in,  that  is,  a  trench  should  be  dug, 
the  roots  laid  in,  and  all  brought  in  contact  with  the  soil.  With 
dormant  plants  it  is  usual  to  lay  the  tops  close  to  the  ground  in  tliis 
operation,  though  it  is  not  essential.  If  the  plant  roots  are  dry  when 
received,  soaking  them  in  water  an  hour  or  more  before  heeling  in 
is  desirable.  If  the  stems  are  shriveled,  burying  the  whole  plant  for 
a  few  days  may  restore  plumpness  and  insure  their  growing.  If 
the  plants  are  frozen  when  received,  they  should  be  placed  where 
they  will  thaw  gradually,  but  they  should  not  be  unpacked  until 
the  frost  is  out  beyond  all  question. 

AVhen  ready  to  set,  the  plants  should  be  taken  to  the  permanent 
location,  with  the  roots  thoroughly  covered,  no  matter  how  short  the 
distance.    More  plants  are  killed  by  the  undue  exposure  of  roots  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


BOSES  FOB  THE   HOME.  7 

planting  time  than  from  any  other  cause.  The  roots  may  be  placed 
in  a  bucket  of  water  while  removing  to  the  planting  ground  and 
until  planted,  or  they  may  be  puddled  in  a  mixture  of  thin  clay  and 
then  be  kept  covered  with  wet  burlap  or  other  protection  until 
planted,  making  sure  the  clay  does  not  become  dry  before  planting. 
They  should  be  planted  a  little  deeper  than  they  were  before.  If 
planted  too  shallow  the  roots  will  probably  be  exposed,  which  means 
they  would  dry  at  the  exposed  part  and  thus  prevent  the  passage  of 
sap  from  the  covered  tips  of  the  roots  to  the  branches,  or  from  lack 
of  a  firm  anchorage  winds  would  easily  sway  the  plant,  thereby 
loosening  it  in  the  soil,  allowing  the  roots  to  dry  and  die.  If  planted 
too  deep  the  bark  of  the  buried  stems  would  be  injured,  and  growth 


Too  deep 


Ptoperdepth 


Too  ^hdlhw 


Fig.  4.- 


-Sketches  of  rose  bushes,  showing  proper  and  improper  depths  of  planting, 
line  a — a  indicates  the  surface  of  the  soil. 


The 


would  be  checked  until  new  roots  formed  nearer  the  surface.    The 
proper  depth  for  planting  is  shown  in  figure  4. 

In  planting  dormant  bushes  it  is  desirable  to  trim  the  ends  of 
broken  roots  and  any  that  are  too  long  just  before  they  are  put  into 
the  hole,  so  that  there  will  be  good,  smooth,  fresh  surfaces  which 
can  callus  and  heal  over.  It  is  usual  to  have  this  fresh-cut  surface 
on  the  under  side  of  the  root.  The  hole  in  which  the  bush  is  to  be 
planted  should  be  several  inches  larger  across  than  the  roots  will 
extend  and  ample  in  depth,  with  a  little  loose  earth  on  the  bottom. 
The  roots  should  be  separated  well  in  all  directions,  with  the  soil 
well  worked  in  among  them,  separating  them  into  layers,  each  of 
which  should  be  spread  out  like  the  fingers  of  the  hand.  When  the 
hole  is  partially  full,  the  plant  should  be  shaken  up  and  down  so  as 
to  make  sure  it  is  in  close  contact  with  the  soil  imder  the  crown  where 
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the  roots  branch.  When  the  roots  are  well  covered  the  soil  i^ould 
be  firmed.  This  is  best  done  by  tramping.  If  the  soil  is  in  proper 
condition  tramping  can  not  injure  the  plants.  This  will  leave  a  de- 
pression about  them,  but  all  the  roots  will  be  covered. 

When  all  are  planted,  each  one  may  be  watered,  although  this  is 
not  usually  necessary,  especially  if  the  roots  have  been  puddled 
before  planting.  If  water  is  applied,  permit  it  to  soak  in  about 
the  roots  and  then  fill  the  hole  with  dry  earth  without  more  tramp- 
ing. With  the  soil  wet  from  the  watering  it  would  be  injurious 
to  compact  it  more.  If  not  watered  the  depression  should  be  filled 
with  loose  earth  the  same  as  though  it  had  been  watered.  After 
planting  no  watering  should  be  done  unless  very  dry  weather  follows, 
and  even  then  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  overdo  it  till  after 
growth  starts.  In  watering,  it  is  desirable  to  draw  away  some  earth 
from  about  the  bush,  apply  the  water,  and  after  it  has  soaked  in 
draw  dry  earth  about  the  plant  again. 

PRUNING. 

Roses  used  as  shrubs  should  be  planted  far  enough  apart  to  reach 
maturity  without  crowding.  At  the  time  of  planting,  one-half  to 
two-thirds  of  the  wood  should  be  removed.  Weak  branches  should 
be  taken  off,  and  long  canes  that  would  be  liable  to  whip  around  and 
loosen  the  plant  should  be  cut  back.  As  far  as  practicable,  priming 
other  than  this  should  be  accomplfshed  by  cutting  out  whole  branches 
rather  than  by  cutting  off  the  ends.  After  the  first  year,  pruning 
should  consist  of  removing  dead,  dying,  or  weak  wood,  and  crossing 
branches,  including  any  that  may  be  found  with  discolored  pith. 
Cutting  off  the  ends  of  branches  should  be  avoided.  Most  of  the 
roses  suggested  for  border  planting  are  improved  by  having  the 
whole  top  cut  off  every  5  or  6  years.  All  pruning  of  these  roses 
should  be  done  in  the  spring,  as  summer  or  fall  pruning  would 
remove  the  hips  prematurely  and  thus  rob  the  plants  of  much  of 
their  attractiveness  during  the  winter. 

Only  under  extremely  trying  conditions  do  these  roses  need  winter 
protection.  If  the  autumn  has  been  a  dry  one  in  the  dry  Plains 
region  a  good  mulching  after  a  thorough  soaking  of  the  soil  should 
be  given  the  first  winter. 

ROSES  FOR  THE  ARBOR  AND  TRELLIS. 

The  climbing  roses,  used  for  covering  pillars  (fig.  5),  j>orches, 
arbors,  pergolas,  summerhouses,  terraces,  walls,  and  fences  will  next 
be  considered.  Those  which  do  not  grow  over  6  or  8  feet  high  are 
spoken  of  as  pillar  roses,  while  the  more  vigorous  ones  are  called 
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climbers,   or  ramblers,   depending  somewhat   on   their  'parentage. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  these  roses  have  but  one  period  of  bloom, 
which  lasts  a  week,  or  at  most  twoT  weeks.    The  foliage  must  be  de- 
pended upon  for  any  ornamental  effect  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season ;  therefore,  in  those  locations  where  an  attractive  appearance 
is  desirable  every  day  the  first  consideration  is  a  rose  with  healthy, 
vigorous  foliage  not  subject  to  disease 
and  insect  attacks.     A  healthy  rose  is 
especially   attractive  on  or  close  to   a 
house.    Where  shade  is  desired  through- 
out the  summer  other  climbers  are  often 
preferable  to  roses,  as  explained  imder 
the  head  of  "Pruning"  (p.  11.) 

VARUSTIES. 

The  varieties  of  climbing  roses  belong 
to  several  gi'oups,  with  many  interme- 
diate kinds. 

The  Multiflora  roses,  usually  spoken 
of  as  hardy  climbers,  are  reasonably 
hardy  in  the  North  and  are  vigorous 
growers.  They  flower  in  clusters.  Many 
of  them  are  subject  to  mildew  and  insect 
attack.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
so-called  ramblers. 

The  Wichuraiana,  or  Memorial  rose, 
has  small,  dark^  glossy,  almost  evergreen 
foliage,  which  is  resistant  to  disease  and 
insects.  Its  blossoms  are  single,  white, 
followed  by  bright  hips.  Many  hybrids 
of  this  rose  have  been  introduced,  most 
of  which  retain  the  good  fbliage  charac- 
teristic of  the  parent,  while  varying 
greatly  in  their  blossoms.  Bright  hips, 
which  persist  through  the  winter,  follow 
the  blossoms  on  the  single  varieties. 

The  climbing  teas  are  pillar  roses  and 
retain  some  of  the  tea  habits,  blooming  pi«7i»hp 

more   or   less   continuously   throughout      ^'°-  ^-^^  y^"^K  climbing  rose 

,-  ^  o  (ClotWlde  Soupert). 

the  season. 

Roses  of  the  climbing  Noisette  group,  represented  by  Marechal 
Niel,  Lamarque,  and  other  varieties,  are  suitable  for  culture  only  in 
the  warmer  sections  where  the  winter  temperature  seldom  falls  to 
10°  F.  above  zero. 

44127*— BuU.  750—16 2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


10  FARMERS'   BULLETIN  750. 

Koses  of  the  Laevigata  group,  represented  by  the  Cherokee,  re- 
quire as  warm  a  climate  as  the  Noisette  roses. 

SOIL  AND  PLANTING. 

In  planting  climbing  roses  a  good-sized  hole  should  be  dug  and 
filled  with  good  garden  soil  mixed  with  rotted  manure.  The  body 
of  good  soil  available  for  a  climbing  rose  should  be  equal  to  a  hole 
3  feet  square  and  30  inches  deep.  The  drainage  must  be  good,  as 
roses  will  not  thrive  where  water  stands  about  their  roots. 


Fia.  6. — Climbing  (Dorothy  Perkins)  roses  after  the  spring  pruning. 

The  planting  must  be  done  carefully,  as  already  stated.  One-half 
of  the  wood  should  be  pruned  off  at  planting  time. 

PRUNING. 

The  Wichuraiana  and  hardy  climbing  roses  should  be  pruned  just 
after  blooming.  At  this  time  young  shoots  will  have  started  from 
the  roots.  The  growth  of  these  shoots  should  be  encouraged,  as  it 
is  from  them  that  most  of  the  branches  are  produced  that  bear  the 
following  year's  bloom.     The  best  way  is  to  remove  all  the  old  wood 
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at  this  time,  so  that  all  the  strength  will  go  into  the  young  shoots. 
Where  the  roses  are  trained  over  a  trellis  so  high  that  one  season's 
growth  will  not  cover  it,  the  method  just  described  is  not  practicable. 
In  such  cases  some  of  the  old  shoots  should  be  cut  off  at  the  ground, 
and  the  others  should  be  shortened  from  3  to  6  feet,  depending  on 
the  amount  of  growth  the  vine  has  been  making  each  year.  New 
shoots  should  be  trained  to  take  the  place  of  those  removed.  It 
should  be  kept  constantly  in  mind  that  the  present  year's  growth 
bears  next  year's  flowering  branches  and  that  a  few  vigorous  branches 
are  more  desirable  than  many  weak  ones. 


PISWIHP 

Fia.  7. — Dorothy  Perkins  roses  In  bloom.     The  left-hand  panel  shows  the  same  bushes 
illustrated  In  figure  6  as  they  appeared  later. 

In  the  spring  any  weak  branches  may  be  removed,  and  the  ends 
of  some  of  the  others  may  be  shortened,  but  comparatively  little 
should  bfe  taken  off.  Figure  6  shows  climbing  roses  after  the  spring 
pruning.  The  left-hand  panel  of  figure  7  shows  the  same  roses  in 
bloom,  while  figure  8  shows  the  same  plants  6  weeks  after  blooming, 
all  the  wood  shown  in  figure  6  having  been  cut  away  as  soon  as  the 
blooms  faded.  The  wood  seen  in  figure  8  is  of  the  current  season's 
growth.  Most  of  the  blooms  on  the  Multiflora  and  Wichuraiana 
roses  and  their  hybrids  will  be  on  the  shoots  from  the  last  year's 
wood,  and  every  bud  removed  reduces  the  number  of  blooms.  This 
method  of  pruning  removes  most  of  the  foliage  just  after  blooming 
and  leaves  the  trellises  without  covering  during  the  hottest  part  of 
the  summer. 
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Roses  of  the  hybrid  Noisette  group,  of  which  the  Marechal  Niel 
is  a  representative,  should  be  trained  to  a  good  strong  cane,  with 
the  side  shoots  cut  back  to  about  three  eyes.  The  main  cane  can  be 
renewed  occasionally. 

The  Cherokee  rose  should  be  treated  like  the  border  roses,  pruning 
only  dying  or  crossing  branches.  Every  few  years  it  may  be  cut 
back  severely  and  allowed  to  start  again. 

Boses  are  not  climbing  plants  in  the  same  sense  as  grapevines  or 
morning-glories.  They  have  no  tendrils  and  do  not  support  them- 
selves by  twining.  For  this  reason  it  is  necessary  to  train  and  tie 
the  canes  as  they  grow. 


Fig.  8. — The  same  roses  shown  In  figures  6  and  7  after  the  blooming  season.  All  the  bent 
stems  seen  in  figure  6  and  all  the  flowering  wood  seen  in  figure  7  have  been  removed, 
and  what  Is  shown  here  is  the  young  growth  made  the  current  season. 

PROTECTION. 

In  the  northern  sections,  where  roses  are  apt  to  winterkill,  it  is 
necessary  to  protect  climbing  roses  in  some  way.  Wrapping  the 
bushes  in  straw  is  effective  where  the  cold  is  not  too  great,  but  is 
somewhat  unsightly.  It  permits  keeping  the  vines  more  nearly  in 
their  summer  position.  A  surer  method  is  to  lay  the  vines  down, 
covering  them  with  earth,  and  after  that  is  frozen  adding  a  layer  of 
straw  or  manure.  This  covering  must  be  removed  promptly  in  the 
spring  as  soon  as  freezing  is  over. 

ROSES  FOR  CUTTING. 

Koses  for  cut  flowers  require  special  attention  and  care  to  be  suc- 
cessful. Their  appropriate  place  is  in  the  flower  garden  or  in  a 
secluded  bed  of  their  own,  as  shown  in  figure  9.    They  need  more 
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•  room  and  more  cultivation  than  plants  adapted  to  border  planting. 
For  ease  of  cultivation,  for  accessibility  in  gathering  blooms,  and  for 
effectiveness  in  treating  insect  and  fungous  attacks,  it  is  desirable 
that  these  roses  be  grouped  in  beds  specially  arranged  for  them. 
Like  other  flowers  designed  primarily  for  cutting,  they  have  an  im- 
portant place  on  the  home  lot,  but  that  place  is  in  a  special  garden 


Pig.  9. — Farm  home  grounds,  typical  of  suburban  homes.  Border  roses  would  be  appro- 
priate with  other  shrubs  In  any  of  the  clumps  indloated,  either  near  the  house  or  alo^ 
the  borders  of  the  lawnsl  Cut-flower  roses  would  be  appropriate  either  in  the  flower 
garden  or  in  the  cut-flower  garden  by  the  side  of  the  vegetable  garden. 

or  in  a  subordinate  place  in  the  general  planting  scheme,  and  they 
should  not  be  used  for  lawn  planting. 

VARIETIES. 

Hybrid  perpetuals,  hybrid  teas,  teas.  Bengals,  Bourbons,  and 
Chinas  are  the  roses  available  for  cut  flowers.  There  is  a  multitude 
of  varieties,  so  that  everyone  should  be  able  to  find  some  to  his 
liking. 

The  hybrid  perpetual  roses  (fig.  10)  usually  bloom  only  in.  the 
early  summer,  but  sometimes  bloom  a  second  time  if  thoroughly 
pruned,  especially  if  given  a  midsummer  check  by  dry  Weather. 
They  are  the  hardiest  of  the  cut-flower  roses  and  are  the  only  ones  to 
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be  relied  upon  in  the  colder  parts  of  the  country  and  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  dry-land  region.  The  map  (fig.  11)  indicates  the 
region  where  these  roses  are  the  most  useful.  In  the  warmer  sec- 
tions with  plenty  of  moisture  the  hybrid  teas  are  more  desirable. 

The  hybrid  tea  roses  (fig.  12),  when  properly  treated,  bloom  from 
spring  until  cold  weather.  Many  of  the  varieties  succeed  north 
of  the  area  marked  for  them.  They  will  succeed  on  the  southern 
portions  of  the  Great  Plains  if  they  can  be  irrigated,  but  are  not 
adapted  to  the  sections  of  that  region  where  irrigation  is  not  available. 

Tea  roses  are  tenderer  than  hybrid  teas.  Although  some  of  them 
are  weak  growers,  they  are  most  attractive.  One  writer  describes 
them  as  "  the  spoiled  child  of  the  rose  family."  The  tea  roses  suc- 
ceed well  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  and  on  the  Pacific 


Fig.  10. — A  bed  of  hybrid  perpetual  roses  (Frau  Karl  Druschki). 

coast.  These  and  the  hybrid  teas  provide  the  most  satisfactory 
roses  in  the  regions  where  they  succeed. 

The  China  or  Bengal  rose  is  one  of  the  forms  from  which  a  great 
many  of  the  garden  roses  have  been  developed.  But  few  of  these 
varieties  are  now  offered  by  nurserymen. 

The  Bourbon  rose  is  best  known  through  the  variety  Souvenir  de 
la  Malmaison,  which  in  hardiness  compares  favorably  with  the 
hybrid  teas.     There  are  other  varieties. 

The  selection  of  varieties  is  best  made  after  consultation  with 
near-by  growers  or  nurserymen  who  are  most  familiar  with  local 
conditions.  The  larger  rose-growing  firms  are  also  in  a  position  to 
make  reasonably  safe  suggestions  for  any  region  if  given  full  infor- 
mation as  to  location,  exposure,  kind  of  soil,  and  other  local  factors. 
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THE  KIND  OF  STOCK  TO  PLANT. 

Nurserymen  speak  of  roses  as  "  own  root,"  "  budded,"  or  "  grafted." 
By  own-root  roses  they  usually  mean  a  rose  that  has  been  grown 
from  a  cutting,  though  roses  grown  from  seed  are  as  truly  own-root 
roses  as  those  grown  from  cuttings.  As  opposed  to  own-root  roses 
there  are  budded  or  grafted  roses,  which  means  that  a  single-leaf 
bud  or  a  stick  with  one  or  more  buds  of  one  kind  has  been  made  to 
gi'ow  on  the  roots  of  another  kind.  The  plant  that  provides  the  roots 
is  called  the  stock,  and  the  one  that  provides  the  top,  whether  bud 


nttHMP 
Fig.  11. — Outline  map  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  classes  of  roses  best  adapted  for 
cut-flower  purposes  in  the  different  sections :  1,  Teas  and  hybrid  teas ;  2,  hybrid  perpet- 
uals ;  3,  hybrid  teas  and  hybrid  perpetuals,  possibly  even  some  hardy  teas  where  there 
la  plenty  of  water  for  irrigation  (where  they  can  not  be  irrigated  hybrid  perpetuals  are 
best)  ;  4,  hybrid  teas  and  hybrid  perpetuals,  possibly  even  some  hardy  teas;  5,  hybrid 
perpetuals  (where  there  is  ample  water  for  irrigation  teas  and  hybrid  teas  may  be  used, 
as  in  section  6)  ;  G,  teas  and  hybrid  teas. 

or  graft,  is  called  the  scion.  In  nature,  roses  are  propagated  mostly 
from  seed,  and  many  of  the  cultivated  rose  species  may  be  freely 
grown  in  that  way.  In  the  less  improved  species  all  the  plants  will 
be  very  much  alike.  In  the  more  improved  species  the  variations 
may  be  very  marked.  An  improved  species  in  this  sense  is  one  which 
has  been  cultivated  for  generations,  and  even  centuries,  from  the 
seedlings  of  which  man  has  selected  those  that  have  most  appealed 
to  him.  In  many  cases  those  selected  have  been  the  result  of  crosses 
with  other  species.  These  extreme  and  unusual  types  will  not  propa- 
gate true  from  seed,  and  must,  therefore,  be  propagated  from  cut- 
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tings  or  by  buds  or  grafts.  In  each  case  some  wood  from  the  old 
plant  is  taken  to  make  the  new  one.  When  wood  is  plenty  and  the 
rose  grows  vigorously,  cuttage  is  the  natural  method  to  use.  When 
wood  is  scarce,  or  the  variety  is  a  weak  grower,  or  has  a  poor  root 
system,  or  its  own  roots  are  not  adapted  to  the  soil  on  which  it  is  to 
•be  grown,  budding  or  grafting  is  used.  Budding  takes  the  least 
wood  and  is  so  satisfactory  that  it  is  most  used. 


FiQ.  12. — ^A  hybrid  tea  rose  (White  Maman  Cochet). 

For  the  roots  or  stocks  on  which  to  graft  or  bud  other  roses  an 
easily  propagated  strong-growing  variety  is  needed.  It  must  be 
easily  propagated  to  provide  a  large  number  of  plants  cheaply.  It 
must  be  a  vigorous  grower  in  order  to  provide  ample  nourishment 
for  the  new  top.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must  not  be  so  vigorous  as 
to  have  an  excessive  tendency  to  push  out  suckers  below  the  graft  or 
bud  and  thus  rob  the  adopted  top  of  its  proper  nourishment 

The  advantage  of  grafted  and  budded  roses  is  that  they  are  more 
vigorous  the  first  few  years,  but  they  have  to  be  watched  closely  to 
prevent  shoots  starting  from  the  stock,  as  such  shoots  take  the  sap 
and  thus  starve  the  scion.  The  expert  who  can  constantly  watch  his 
plants  may  be  successful  with  grafted  and  budded  roses, -but  the  aver- 
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ag©  grower  would  do  best  to  use  own-rooted  plants,  even  though  they 
do  not  grow  so  fast.  The  few  varieties  that  succeed  only  when 
grafted  should  not  be  tried  until  the  grower  has  become  expert  in 
handling  roses.  Climbing  roses  are  grafted  less  often  than  hybrid 
perpetuals,  hybrid  teas,  and  teas. 

Plants  are  propagated  under  glass  and  in  the  field.  The  field- 
grown  plants  are  usually  rather  more  robust  and  more  likely  to  with- 
stand adverse  conditions.  The  older  pot-grown  plants  offered  by 
nurserymen  are  frequently  field-grown  plants  potted  and  forced  for 
spring  sales.  Such  plants,  if  well  handled,  are  as  good  as  the  un- 
forced stock  where  potted  material  is  needed.  This  is  very  different 
material  from  that  grown  almost  exclusively  under  glass.  The  pot- 
grown  plants  are  desirable  whenever  spring  planting  must  be  de- 
layed beyond  the  usual  planting  season.  For  fall  planting  and  for 
early  spring  before  corn-planting  time  dormant  field-grown  plants 
should  be  used. 

The  size  or  age  of  the  plant  to  use  is  largely  a  matter  of  choice. 
They  are  offered  in  various  sizes,  from  1  to  3  years.  These  ages  are 
reckoned  from  the  time  when  the  cutting  was  made  or  the  time 
when  the  budding  or  grafting  was  done.  The  plants  from  cuttings 
are  smaller  than  the  other  plants  of  the  same  age  and  variety. 
Three-year-old  plants  give  the  quickest  results.  Two-year-old  plants 
can  be  transplanted  more  successfully  than  older  ones  and  are  rather 
more  satisfactory.  One-year-old  plants  have  to  be  grown  for  a  year 
before  any  real  results  are  obtained  in  the  way  of  bloom.  The 
first  year  the  flower  buds  should  be  picked  from  this  small  size  as 
soon  as  formed,  to  let  all  the  strength  go  into  growth. 

SOIL  AND  DRAINAGE. 

• 

Cut-flower  roses  thrive  in  a  well-drained  soil  that  is  not  too  dry 
and  is  well  supplied  with  organic  matter.  The  hybrid  perpetuals 
succeed  best  in  clay  loam  or  in  a  soil  with  a  clay  subsoil.  They  do 
not  succeed  so  well  in  gravel  soils.  Many  of  the  tea  roses  and  their 
hybrids  succeed  in  very  light  lands  if  well  supplied  with  organic 
matter  and  water,  although  the  ideal  soil  is  a  loamy  one.  A  well- 
enriched  soil  and  one  reasonably  constant  in  its  ability  to  supply  the 
plant  with  moisture  is  the  chief  requirement.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
lAUst  be  well  drained,  as  roses  will  not  grow  when  water  stands  about 
their  roots.  In  heavy  clay  soils  or  wherever  water  is  liable  to  stand, 
it  is  desirable  to  provide  artificial  drainage.  This  is  best  done  by 
excavating  to  a  depth  of  3  feet,  placing  a  12-inch  layer  of  stones  in  the 
bottom,  covering  these  with  inverted  sods,  and  then  refilling  the 
bed  with  well-prepared  soil  (fig.  13).  This  layer  of  drainage  should 
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be  connected  with  some  proper  outlet  for  carrying  off  the  water.  A 
drain  of  a  similar  layer  of  stones  1  foot  or  more  wide,  or  a  tile, 
should  lead  to  some  main  drain,  a  sewer,  or  to  an  opening  on  lower 
land,  so  that  surplus  water  will  be  carried  away  immediately.  In 
well-drained  soils  such  special  precaution  is  not  necessary.  Some- 
times the  layer  of  stones  without  the  outlet  drain  will  be  sufficient. 

The  recommendations  already  made  about  manures  and  fertilizers 
are  equally  applicable  to  cut-flower  roses.  The  use  of  rotted  cow 
manure  or  well-prepared  compost  is  even  more  important  for  cut- 
flower  roses  than  for  border  roses. 

PLANTING. 

The  time  of  planting  cut-flower  roses  varies  with  the  kind  of 
plants,  the  location,  and  somewhat  with  the  season.  These  roses  are 
supplied  by  dealers  either  as  dormant  or  as  potted  plants.    Through 

those  sections  where 

the  temperature  does 

"^        not  faU  below    10° 

F.,  where  the  winter 

jogc     winds  are  not  excep- 

^        tionally  drying,  and 

where  the   soil   has 

been   so    prepared 

Fig.  13.— Cross  section  of  a  well-prepared  rose  bed.  *^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  heave 

badly,  dormant  roses 
are  best  planted  in  the  fall.  In  other  places  spring  planting  is  best 
Directions  for  planting  dormant  roses  are  given  under  "Roses  for 
the  lawn  and  border."  If  budded  or  grafted  roses  are  used  they 
must  be  planted  deeper  than  own-root  roses  would  be,  as  shown 
in  figure  14.  Because  of  the  liability  of  shoots  starting  from  the 
stock  below  the  scion,  the  point  of  union  between  the  stock  and  scion 
should  be  planted  3  inches  under  ground.  By  planting  in  this  way 
the  scion  will  have  an  opportunity  to  form  roots  from  the  part  of 
the  stem  in  the  ground  and  thus  become  at  least  partially  own 
rooted.  Planting  the  stock  so  deeply  discourages  the  formation  of 
new  shoots  from  it.    If  any  appear  they  must  be  removed  at  once. 

Potted  plants  should  be  set  out  only  in  the  spring  after  the  maples 
come  into  leaf,  or  not  over  two  weeks  before  the  oaks  come  into  leaf. 
With  potted  plants,  no  root  pruning  is  necessary,  as  any  pruning  re- 
quired should  be  done  at  the  time  of  potting.  Where  the  roses 
are  small  and  suited  to  the  size  of  the  pot,  the  balls  of  earth  are 
planted  with  the  top  half  an  inch  or  so  below  the  surface.  The  soil 
is  compacted  about  the  ball  without  breaking  it.  These  roses  are 
watered  in  the  same  way  as  dormant  plants. 
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Field-grown  plants,  especially  the  larger  sizes,  usually  have  long 
roots.  When  placed  in  a  pot  of  a  practicable  size  these  roots  are 
doubled  up.  In  planting  them  in  the  garden  the  roots  should  be 
straightened  out.  One  advantage  of  pot-grown  plants  is  to  have 
plants  whose  roots  are  in  close  contact  with  the  soil,  so  they  will 
continue  their  growth  without  interruption.  To  disturb  the  ball  of 
soil  in  straightening  the  roots  is  liable  to  break  this  contact.  By 
having  the  ball  of  earth  quite  wet,  its  breakage  does  not  cause  the 
complete  dropping  away  of  the 
soil  when  it  is  disturbed  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  the  roots. 
Good  earth  must  be  well  com- 
pacted about  these  soil-covered 
roots,  and  the  whole  should  be 
watered  and  dry  soil  put  about 
the  plants  after  the  water  has 
soaked  away. 

Hybrid  perpetual  roses  should 
be  set  from  2  to  3  feet  apart,  de- 
pending on  the  vigor  of  growth 
and  the  locality.  In  the  regions 
indicated  on  the  map  (fig.  11) 
as  having  to  depend  mostly  on 
these  roses  for  cut  flowers,  30 
inches  is  probably  far  enough 
apart  when  they  are  pruned  for 
individual  blossoms.  When  the 
greatest  mass  of  bloom  is 
wanted  the  vigorous  ones  had 
better  be  3  feet  apart.  When 
used  in  the  South  they  should 
be  slightly  farther  apart,  but 
because  most  of  them  bloom 
only  once  during  the  season,  or 
at  most  only  in  the  spring  and  fall,  they  are  neglected  there  in  favor 
of  kinds  more  desirable  for  the  region. 

Tea  roses  should  be  planted  from  18  to  30  inches  apart,  depending 
on  the  vigor  of  growth  and  proposed  treatment,  18  to  24  inches 
probably  being  about  right  for  cut  flowers. 

The  hybrid  tea  roses  have  a  greater  range  of  character  of  growth 
even  than  the  other  kinds  discussed,  and  the  proper  distance  for 
planting  corresponds.  The  planting  distance  is  from  20  inches  to 
3  feet,  being  greatest  in  the  warmer  regions  where  they  get  an 
abundance  of  water  and  least  where  they  are  retarded  in  growth  by 
cold  winters  or  dry  summers. 
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The  China  and  Bourbon  roses  should  be  planted  about  as  far 
apart  as  the  hybrid  perpetuals. 

CULTIVATION. 

Cut-flower  roses  should  have  the  ground  entirely  to  themselves- 
They  should  not  be  planted  among  other  plants  nor  have  other  plants 
between  them,  not  even  pansies  or  other  low-growing  herbs.  They 
need  clean  cultivation  throughout  the  season  every  year.    If  room 

permits  and  a 
large  number  of 
roses  are  being 
grown,  they  can 
be  more  economi- 
\  cally  handled  by 

\  being   planted   in 

'  rows   sufficiently 

[  far   apart   for 

horse  cultivation- 
Cultivation  should 
begin  early  and 
continue  till  with- 
in six  weeks  of 
the  dormant  sea- 
son. 

At  the  first  cul- 
tivation in  spring 
I  the  manure  of  the 

>         winter   mulch 
should  be  worked 
into  the  soil,  or  a 
good    coating    of 
ll^y^^  manure  should  be 
^2l  specially    applied 
'^'"  "  "^  '    ^        if  there   is   no 

PI»M»HP  -      _ 

Fig.  15. — Unpruned  hybrid  perpetual  roses :  Gloire  de  la  Ex-  I^^lch.  ±  he  first 
position  Bruxelles  (at  right)  and  Frau  Karl  Druschkl  (at  WOrkinff  should  be 
left).  ,  °     . 

deep,  to  incorpo- 
rate the  manure  with  the  soil.  The  later  cultivations  should  be  just 
deep  enough  to  maintain  a  surface  mulch. 

PRUNING. 

For  the  production  of  individual  blossoms  of  greatest  perfection, 
as  well  as  to  secure  a  succession  of  bloom,  severe  pruning  must  be 
practiced.    When  a  large  number  of  blooms  of  small  size  is  the  aim, 
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the  pruning  is  less  severe.  Where  the  greatest  amount  of  bloom  is 
desired,  without  regard  to  the  size  or  quality  of  the  individual 
flowers,  the  least  pruning  is  done.  When  dormant  cut-flower  roses 
are  set  in  the  fall  one-half  or  more  of  the  wood  should  be  removed, 
as  directed  for  planting  the  species  used  for  ornamental  groups. 
In  the  spring  these  roses  should  be  cut  back  more,  leaving  only  two 
or  three  stems  with  four  or  five  eyes  on  each.  This  will  leave  them 
6  inches  or  less  in  length.  When  dormant  roses  are  planted  in  the 
spring  they  should  be  pruned  at  the  time  of  planting,  leaving  four 
or  five  eyes  on  a  stem,  as  above  recommended.  In  regions  where 
there  is  no  danger  of  injury  from  frost  or  dry  winds,  the  final 
pruning,  as  described  for  spring,  may  be  made  in  the  fall. 

After  the  first  year,  pruning  should  be  done  as  soon  as  freezing 
weather  is  over.  In  regions  where  roses  never  suffer  from  cold  it 
may.  be  done  in  the  fall.  All  weak  wood  and  crossing  branches 
should  be  removed  every  year.  For  fine  specimen  blooms  on  hybrid 
perpetuals  the  remaining  shoots  should  be  shortened  to  four  or  five 
eyes.  Figure  15  shows  un- 
primed  hybrid  perpetuals  and 
figure  16  the  same  bushes 
pruned  for  individual  blooms. 
For  the  greatest  mass  of  bloom 
only  one-third  to  one-half  the 
length  of  the  shoots  should  be 
cut  away. 

In  regions  where  cold  some- 
times injures  roses,  teas  and 
their  hybrids  should  be 
trimmed  later  than  the  other 
classes,  or  about  the  time 
growth  starts.  They  should  be  trimmed  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  hybrid  perpetuals,  biit  because  of  their  usually  more  delicate 
growth  they  will  look  much  smaller  when  the  work  is  done.  The 
strongest  growing  roses  should  not  be  cut  as  short  as  the  weaker 
ones.  When  overpruned  the  tendency  of  the  plants  is  to  growth 
rather  than  to  bloom,  and  a  few  varieties  will  not  stand  the  ex- 
tremely close  pruning  described.  When  pruned  for  specimen  blooms 
the  teas  and  hybrid  teas  will  be  only  6  inches  to  1  foot  high.  Figure 
17  shows  an  unpruned  hybrid  tea,  while  figure  18  shows  the  same 
bush  pruned  for  individual  blooms.  China,  Bengal,  and  moss  roses 
should  be  treated  the  same  as  the  teas  and  hybrid  teas,  except  that 
it  is  not  desirable  to  cut  them  quite  so  closely.  Bourbon  roses 
should  have  only  half  the  length  of  the  shoots  removed.  Sununer 
pruning  is  desirable. 


Fig.  10. — Hybrid  perpetual  roses  pruned  for 
Individual  blooms.  These  are  the  same 
bushes  that  are  shown  in  fisrure  15. 
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When  a  flower  is  cut  from  a  tea  rose  or  other  perpetual  bloomer, 
only  two  or  three  strong  eyes  of  the  current  season's  growth  of  that 

branch  should  be  left  on  tho 
plant  This  should  give  the  roses 
very  long  stems.  Figure  19  is  the 
same  plant  shown  in  figure  18  as  it 
appeared  the  next  June.  Two  flow- 
ers were  cut  from  this  bush  three 
days  before  the  picture  was  taken. 
The  remaining  flowers  should  be 
cut  close  to  the  ground,  where  the 
foliage  hides  the  stems.  It  will 
seem  like  destroying  the  bush  to 
take  so  much  off,  but  if  the  object 
is  the  production  of  roses,  the  cut- 
ting away  of  the  surplus  wood  will 
attain  the  desired  end.  If  the 
spring  pruning  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently severe,  the  plant  is  liable  to 


^ 


M^-.. 


><^*^^yA^y 


Xao- 


Pio.  17. — A  hybrid  tea  rose  (Radiance)  before  pruning.  Fiq.   18. — A  bybrid  tea   rose   (Badi- 

ance)   after  pruning  for  individuai 

have  the  characteristics  shown  in  Bgure     TZ^.T^T^r^^'ltT^. 

20,   long,   naked   stalks   and   short   stems       better   to   cut  the   left-hand   shoot 

to  the  flowers.    With  this  character  of      '^""  "^^'^"'• 
growth  only  one  or  two  strong  leaf  buds  should  be  left  on  the  branch 
when  the  flower  is  cut,  so  as  to  stimulate  as  much  growth  as  possible 
from  the  base  of  the  plant. 
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The  greatest  temptation  to  leave  wood  is  where  there  are  two  or 
more  buds  on  one  branch,  some  being  small  when  the  terminal 
one  is  open.    This  temptation  to  follow  a  bad  practice  can  be  avoided 
by  pinching  off  all  side  shoots  after  a  bud  has  formed  on  the  end 
of    a    branch.      This 
prevents   the    forma- 
tion of  two  or  more 
buds    on    one    stalk. 
This  summer  pruning 
will  encourage  addi- 
tional blooms  on  va- 
rieties   which    bloom 
more    than     once     a 
year. 

Where  winter  pro- 
tection is  necessary,  it 
is  desirable  to  cut 
back  the  tops  in  the 
fall  to  within  30 
inches  of  the  ground 
to  allow  of  more 
easily  covering  the 
bushes.  This  should 
be  followed  in  the 
spring  by  the  regular 
pruning.  The  long 
stems  left  in  this  fall 
pruning  help  hold 
the  winter  mulch 
from  blowing  away 
and  from  packing  too  closely.  They  are  also  long  enough  to  allow 
considerable  winterkilling  and  yet  have  sufficient  eyes  left  to  insure 
ample  growth  for  the  next  season's  bloom. 

PROTECTION. 

The  cut-flower  roses  need  winter  protection  in  the  northern  half  of 
the  country.  This  may  be  provided  by  coarse  manure,  straw,  or 
leaves  applied  after  the  preparatory  pruning  already  described. 
Evergreen  boughs,  or  even  branches  from  deciduous  plants,  are 
often  helpful  in  holding  the  other  materials  in  place,  besides  being 
a  protection  in  themselves.  Individual  specimens  are  often  wrapped 
in  straw  or  straw  and  burlap.  There  is  some  danger  of  trouble  from 
mice  in  the  use  of  straw  and  strawy  manure,  especially  during  hard 
winters.  This  is  minimized  by  banking  earth  about  the  plants  be- 
fore mulching. 


nasMHr 
Fio.  10. — The  same  rose  tbat  is  shown  in  figures  17  and 
18,  at  blooming  time.  Two  blooms  were  cut  from  this 
bush  three  days  before  this  picture  was  takon.  The  re- 
maining blooms  should  be  cut  under  the  foliage  where 
the  stems  are  hidden. 
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This  banking  of  earth  is  also  a  most  effective  prevention  of  injury 
from  cold.  Earth  banked  up  about  the  plants  to  a  height  of  a  foot 
or  more  makes  an  excellent  protection,  especially  if  covered  well 
with  manure  after  the  ground  first  freezes.    The  earth  cover  must 

be  prcwnptly  removed 
in  early  spring,  as 
soon  as  danger  from 
freezing  is  past 

These  roses  thrive 
best  when  not  ex- 
posed  to  strong 
winds.  For  that  rea- 
son it  is  desirable 
that  they  be  pro- 
tected.  Shrubbery 
borders,  evergreen 
plantations,  and 
sometimes  even  fences 
covered  by  roses  or 
other  vines  will  make 
a  satisfactory  wind- 
break. 


Pio. 


pisusHr 
20. — A  hybrid  tea  rose    (Klllarney)    on  which  the 
stems  were  left  too  long  in  pruning. 


SPECIAL  CARE. 

Where  roses  have 
but  a  short  winter 
check,  due  to  mild 
weather,  and  are 
grown  under  irriga- 
tion a  part  of  the  year,  it  is  conducive  to  better  results  to  check  their 
growth  in  the  dry  season  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  by  drying  them 
and  forcing  them  to  rest. 

Where  growth  is  not  satisfactory  and  some  plants  do  not  seem  to 
take  hold  as  well  as  others,  the  application  of  a  diluted  liquid  manure 
often  stimulates  and  starts  a  plant  to  growing  well. 

ROSES  FOR  OTHER  ORNAMENTAL  PURPOSES. 

HEDGES. 

Roses  are  sometimes  desired  as  a  hedge,  but  are  not  so  well  adapted 
to  this  purpose  as  many  other  plants.  Climbing  roses  make  an  excel- 
lent cover  for  a  fence,  as  shown  in  figure  21.  The  brier  roses  make 
a  good  hedge  if  severely  and  frequently  pruned,  but  most  roses  are 
neither  sufficiently  compact  nor  sufficiently  branched  to  make  a  really 
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good  hedge.  The  Eugosa  rose  (fig.  22)  makes  a  handsome  summer 
barrier,  but  is  so  poorly  branched  that  even  in  summer  it  does  not 
give  protection 
against  small  ani- 
mals, and  in  winter  it 
does  not  have  a  hedge- 
like appearance.  It 
may  be  found  that 
some  of  the  untried 
rose  species  will  be 
valuable  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Hedges  need  to  be 
closely  pruned.  This 
is  probably  best  done 
twice  a  year,  in  the 
winter  or  spring  and 
again  after  flowering 
time,  pruning  severely 
for  outline  and  com- 
pactness. 

Most  so-called  rose 
hedges    are    rows   of 

cut-flower  roses,  usually  pruned  for  mass  of  bloom,  with  little  of  the 
appearance  of  a  hedge  except  at  the  height  of  bloom.  Where  a  few 
weeks'  appearance  of  barriers  is  all  that  is  needed,  hybrid  perpetual 


PIM««HP 

Fig.  21. — A  fence  covered  with  climbing  roses  (Tausend- 
Bcboen  and  Philadelphia  Rambler  in  alternation).  The 
most  pleasing  effect  is  usually  obtained  by  using  a 
single  variety  of  rose  for  decoration  of  this  sort 


Fig.  22. — A  hedge  of  Rugosa  roses. 


and  hybrid  tea  roses  may  be  used  as  well  as  other  species  for  this 
purpose. 

The  hedge  should  be  planted  in  a  trench  3  feet  wide  and  2  feet 
deep,  filled  with  soil  prepared  as  for  a  bed  of  cut-flower  roses. 
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ground  covers. 

As  already  stated,  Rosa  lucida  can  be  used  for  covering  poor  banks 
with  foliage  to  a  depth  of  2  or  3  feet,  and  Rosa  rutida  grows  to  a 
height  of  only  18  inches.  The  Wichuraiana,  already  mentioned  as 
a  climbing  rose,  is  a  trailing  rose  when  given  an  opportunity  and 
makes  a  beautiful  almost  evergreen  ground  cover  (fig.  23),  with 
small,  glossy,  dark-green  leaves.  It  is  useful  for  banks,  as  shown 
in  figure  24,  the  sides  of  steps,  or  for  hanging  over  rock  cliffs  or 
retaining  walls.    When  permitted  to  trail  it  mats  closely  and  roots 


Fig.  23. — Wichuraiana  roses  used  as  a  ground  cover  in  a  parldng  space. 

at  every  joint.     Some  training  but  little  pruning  is  needed  when 
it  is  used  in  this  way. 

TREE  ROSES. 

A  tree  rose  (fig.  25)  is  a  bush  rose  grafted  3  or  more  feet  above 
the  ground  on  a  long,  straight  stalk  of  a  brier,  Kugosa,  or  other 
strong-stemmed  rose.  These  bushes  are  not  very  satisfactory  in  the 
United  States,  because  the  stocks  now  available  do  not  seem  able 
to  stand  the  hot  sun  and  hot  drying  winds  of  the  climate  of  most 
of  this  country.     In  western  Oregon  and  western  Washington  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


BOSES  FOR  THE   HOME.  27 

succeed.    Their  appropriate  use  is  only  in  connection  with  a  formal 
design,  either  in  special  gardens  or  near  buildings. 

CULTURAL  PRACTICES. 

PROPAGATION. 

Roses  are  propagated  from  seed,  by  hardwood  cuttings,  softwood 
cuttings,  layers,  budding,  and  grafting. 

The  rose  species  used  as  shrubs,  such  as  the  Eugosa,  Carolina, 
Prairie,  and  Wichuraiana,  are  propagated  by  root  sprouts  and  the 
others  named  by  hardwood  cuttings.  The  Wichuraiana  is  naturally 
a  trailing  plant  which  takes  root  near  any  eye.     By  cutting  rooted 


ruiicHP 
Pio.  24. — ^A  bank  covered  by  Wlcboraiana  (Memorial)   roses,  wltb  Rugosa  roses  against 
tbe  Bummerbouse  in  tbe  background. 

stems  into  pieces  so  that  each  one  has  some  roots  and  an  eye  each 
one  will  make  a  plant. 

Some  rose  species,  like  Rosa  hugoma^  are  difficult  to  grow  from 
cuttings  and  are  therefore  grown  by  layering;  that  is,  by  covering 
shoots  with  earth  until  they  are  well  rooted  before  cutting  them  from 
the  plant.  The  rooted  stems  of  the  Wichuraiana  might  be  considered 
to  be  natural  layers. 

Climbing  roses  are  mostly  propagated  by  hardwood  cuttings.  Cut- 
flower  roses  are  grown  from  hardwood  cuttings,  greenwood  or  soft- 
wood cuttings,  and  by  budding  or  grafting. 

Hardwood  cuttings  are  taken  from  the  dormant  wood  of  winter, 
while  softwood,  or  greenwood,  cuttings  are  taken  when  the  plants 
are  in  active  growth.    To  make  a  hardwood  cutting,  good,  strong, 
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well-ripened  shoots  of  the  past  summer's  growth  should  be  selected. 
These  are  better  if  ciit  between  the  time  the  leaves  fall  and  freezing 
weather.  If  left  until  after  cold  weather  there  is  danger  of  injury 
from  freezing.  They  should  be  cut  into  pieces  of  5  or  6  inches,  with 
the  upper  cut  just  above  a  bud,  and  should  be  tied  in  bundles  with 
raffia  or  with  string  that  does  not  rot  easily  if  exposed  to  dampness. 
After  labeling  plainly  they  should  be  buried  in  moist  sand,  tops 
down,  and  placed  in  a  cool  cellar  or  buried  in  the  open  ground 
below  danger  of  frost.  They  should  be  planted  in  the  open  ground 
in  the  spring  about  or  a  little  before  corn-planting  time,  so  that  one 
or  two  eyes,  or  not  over  1  inch  of  the  cutting,  is  above  the  ground, 
which  will  leave  4  or  5  inches  in  the  ground.  Care  must  be  taken 
not  to  injure  the  calluses  that  have  formed  while  the  cuttings  were 
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Fio.  25. — Tree  roses.     Not  very  satisfactory  In  the  climate  of  the  United  States. 

buried.  Sometimes  better  results  are  obtained  by  planting  in  partial 
shade. 

Frequently  cuttings  made  in  winter  or  early  spring  do  nearly  as 
well  as  those  made  in  the  fall,  but  in  the  North  there  is  always  dan- 
ger of  the  wood  being  injured  during  the  winter. 

Softwood,  or  greenwood,  cuttings  (fig.  26)  are  made  soon  after 
blooming,  from  wood  of  the  current  year's  growth.  This  may  be 
taken  from  the  stems  that  have  grown  roses  or  those  that  have  not. 
There  are  claims  that  it  makes  a  difference  which  sort  of  slioot  is 
used,  but  good,  strong  shoots  are  the  most  important  consideration. 
These  should  be  cut  to  three  eyes.  All  the  leaves  should  be  removed 
except  the  top  one,  and  all  the  leaflets  should  be  removed  from  this 
except  parts  of  two.  These  cuttings  may  or  may  not  be  made  with 
a  "  heel,"  which  in  this  sense  is  a  piece  of  older  wood  at  the  bottom 
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of  the  cutting.  The  cuttings  should  be  planted  at  once  in  light  loamy 
soil  or  in  sand  in  a  bed  where  the  atmosphere  may  be  inclosed.  A 
coldf  rame  or  spent  hotbed  is  a  suitable  place  if  the  glass  is  shaded 
or  a  cheesecloth  frame  is  used  instead  of  the  sash.  For  a  few  cut- 
tings many  people  have  success  by  inverting  over  them  a  fruit  jar 
(fig.  27)  or  a  glass  dish.  The  cuttings,  however,  need  to  be  shielded 
from  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  when  under  glass,  to  prevent  burn- 
ing. The  object  of  the  inclosed  atmosphere  is  to  prevent  undue 
evaporation  from  the  leaves  before  roots  have  formed  sufficiently 
to  support  the  plant.  When  roots  have  freely  formed,  the  plants 
should  be  transplanted  to  good  soil,  watered  well,  and  shaded  for 
a  few  days  from  the  midday  sim.  Subsequent  watering  should  be 
moderate  until  they  are  well  established. 
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Pig.  26. — Rose  cuttings  :  A,  First  made ;  /i,  partially  callused ;  C,  callused ;  D,  roots 

starting. 

Budding  and  grafting  are  not  necessary  in  order  to  get  satisfac- 
tory results  in  growing  roses  either  about  the  farm  home  or  on 
the  city  lot;  therefore,  space  will  not  be  taken  here  to  describe  the 
methods  employed.^ 

INSECT  REMEDIES.^ 

Insects  which  most  commonly  affect  roses  are  of  two  general  types, 
those  which  eat  the  foliage,  as  rose  slugs  and  the  rose  chafer,  and 
those  w^hich  suck  the  sap,  as  aphids,  scale  insects,  and  thrips. 

*  For  methods  of  budding  and  grafting,  see  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Farmers*  Bulletin  157, 
entitled  "  The  propagation  of  plants." 

•  The  matter  relating  to  insect  remedies  was  reviewed  in  the  Branch  of  Forest  In- 
sects, Bureau  of  Entomology,  which  investigates  insects  affecting  hardy  shrubs.  Including 
roses,  to  whom  inquiries  about  them  should  be  addressed. 
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The  presence  of  leaf -eating  insects  is  usually  first  detected  through 
the  discovery  of  partially  eaten  leaves  or  of  skeletonized  leaves;  that 
is,  leaves  from  which  a  portion  of  the  lower  or  upper  surface  has 
been  eaten,  leaving  the  other  surface  as  a  transparent  membrane,  or 
leaves  the  fleshy  part  of  which  has  been  eaten  clear  through,  often 
leaving  merely  the  midrib  and  veins.  The  discovery  of  the  enemy 
frequently  follows.  Protection  from  this  sort  of  attack  is  afforded 
by  hand  picking  or  by  covering  both  surfaces  of  the  foliage  thor- 
oughly with  some  poisonous  substance,  as  arsenate  of  lead.    Wherever 

a   garden   hose   is   available,   a 


/ 


I 


strong  stream  of  water  directed 
against  rose  slugs  on  the  foliage 
will  knock  them  off  and,  in  many 
cases,  save  the  bush  from  fur- 
ther injury  by  them.  The  rose 
chafer  is  a  rather  difficult  insect 
to  control,  and  arsenical  poisons 
applied  at  double  the  usual 
strength  often  fail  to  kill  them 
before  the  damage  is  done.  Fre- 
quent hand  picking  of  the  beetles 
and  dropping  them  into 
a  vessel  containing  water  cov- 
ered with  a  film  of  kerosene,  or 
screening  the  plants  with  mos- 
quito netting,  especially  the  lat- 
ter, often  affords  the  only  means 
of  preventing  their  destructive 
work.^ 

Arsenate  of  lead,  the  sub- 
stance usually  most  available  as 
a  spray  against  leaf-eating  in- 
sects, is  a  deadly  poison.  It  is 
procurable  in  most  seed  stores 
as  a  white  paste,  or  powder,  and  should  be  used  at  the  rate  of  about 
one-eighth  of  a  pound  of  the  paste  or  one-sixteenth  of  a  poimd  of 
the  powder  to  10  quarts  of  water. 

Sucking  insects  obtain  their  food  by  sucking  the  sap.  Aphids 
are  usually  on  the  youngest  growth  at  the  tips  of  the  branches,  both 
on  the  stems  and  on  the  under  side  of  the  leaves.  When  badly  in- 
fested, the  leaves  curl  and  protect  the  insects  on  their  under  surface. 
Thrips  injure  the  flowers,  while  scale  insects  usually  inhabit  the 

1  For  fuller  infonnatloii  on  the  habits  and  control  of  the  rose  chafer,  see  Farmers* 
BulleUn  721. 
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Fio.  27; — Rooting  a  hardwood  rose  cutting 
under  a  fruit  Jar.  This  protection  Is  even 
more  necessary  for  greenwood  than  for 
hardwood  cuttings. 
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woody  portion  of  the  bush  and  are  capable  of  killing  it.  Insects  of 
this  class  have  to  be  killed  by  the  insecticide  coming  in  contact  with 
them.  Materials  used  for  this  purpose  are  40  per  cent  nicotine  sul- 
phate, pyrethrum,  fish-oil  soap,  kerosene  emulsion,  and  lime-sulphur. 
The  material  should  be  applied  in  a  fine  spray,  with  considerable 
force,  so  as  to  find  its  way  under  the  foliage  and  strike  the  culprit. 
Death  comes  from  the  insecticide  closing  the  breathing  pores  and 
suffocating  the  insect  or  penetrating  to  its  vital  parts,  or  both.  Great 
thoroughness  is  needed  in  applying  these  insecticides.  The  aphids 
may  often  be  knocked  off  by  a  strong  stream  of  water  from  a  hose 
where  available,  and  this  treatment,  frequently  given,  is  often  all 
that  is  necessary  to  keep  them  in  check.  An  abundance  of  ants  on 
the  plants  is  always  suggestive  of  the  presence  of  aphids. 

Forty  per  cent  nicotine  sulphate,  a  liquid  procurable  in  most  seed 
stores  under  various  proprietary  names,  diluted  with  about  1,000 
parts  of  water  in  which  a  little  fish-oil  soap  or  good  laundry  soap 
has  been  previously  dissolved,  is  now  recognized  as  the  most  efficient 
aphid  remedy.  For  small  quantities,  add  1  teaspoonful  of  the  nico- 
tine to  each  1  or  2  gallons  of  water  in  which  about  one-half  an  ounce 
of  soap  has  been  dissolved.  One  thorough  application  is  usually 
100  per  cent  effective,  though  a  second  spraying  may  sometimes  be 
necessary.  The  necessity  of  covering  every  individual  insect  should 
be  constantly  borne  in  mii^d. 

Pyrethrum,  known  also  as  buhach  or  Persian  insect  powder,  may 
be  used  at  the  rate  of  1  ounce  to  2  quarts  of  water.  This  is  much 
mora  effective  when  fresh. 

Fish-oil  soap  may  be  dissolved  at  the  rate  of  one-fourth  of  a  poimd 
to  8  quarts  of  water.  It  dissolves  most  quickly  in  hot  water.  A 
small  quantity  of  hot  water  may  be  used  first  and  then  the  solution 
diluted  to  the  quantity  mentioned.  It  should  be  cooled  before  it  is 
applied. 

Kerosene  emulsion  may  be  prepared  as  follows:  Dissolve  1  ounce 
of  good  laundry  soap  in  1  pint  of  hot  water;  remove  from  the  fire,  add 
1  quart  of  kerosene,  and  beat  until  a  creamy  mixture  is  formed, 
from  which  the  oil  does  not  separate,  but  which  becomes  semisolid 
on  cooling.  To  pump  it  back  into  itself  by  means  of  the  spray  pump 
is  an  efficient  method  of  emulsifying  the  mixture.  This  emulsion 
should  be  reasonably  permanent  and  may  be  kept  as  a  stock  solu- 
tion. For  applying,  use  1  pint  of  the  stock  solution  to  10  quarts 
of  water. 

Commercially  prepared  insecticides,  like  lime-sulphur,  should  be 
used  according  to  the  directions  accompanying  them.  There  are 
many  good  brands  on  the  market. 
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diseases  of  roses. 

Mrs.  Flora  W.  Patterson,  Mycologist  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry, contributes  the  following  on  the  subject  of  the  fungous  disr 
eases  of  roses : 

Fungous  parasites, — Roses  are  rarely  killed  outright  by  fungous  parasites, 
but  by  their  presence  the  vigor  of  plants  is  greatly  reduced,  the  foliage  may 
be  rendered  unsightly,  branches  become  more  or  less  distorted  or  disfigured,  and 
the  quality  of  the  blossoms  lowered.  In  considering  the  fungous  diseases  of 
these  plants  the  fact  must  be  recognized  that  In  common  with  simUar  diseases 
of  other  plants  treatments  are  preventive  rather  than  curative.  While  thorou^ 
and  repeated  sprayings  with  a  suitable  fungicide  will  in  most  cases  so  check 
the  development  of  the  parasite  that  the  disease  for  the  growing  season  will 
be  In  a  great  measure  controlled,  the  full  benefit  of  fungicidal  applications  can 
only  be  secured  by  their  early  use  In  the  spring,  guarding  In  this  way  against 
the  recurrence  of  a  disease  of  the  previous  season. 

Fungicides  to  be  recommended  for  rose  diseases  are  Bordeaux  mixture, 
lime-sulphur,  potassium  sulphid,  and  ammonlacal  solution  of  copper  carbonata 
The  lime-sulphur  has  proved  very  valuable,  especially  In  controlling  mUdew, 
as  It  does  not  injure  the  foliage  of  even  delicate  tea  roses. 

Powdery  mildew. — ^Powdery  mildew  Is  extremely  common,  few  gardens  being 
entirely  free  from  this  most  destructive  of  all  rose  diseases.  Wild  as  weU 
as  cultivated  roses  suffer  from  it,  crimson  ramblers  being  especially  susceptible. 
There  is,  however,  a  wide  difference  In  the  susceptibility  of  different  varieties, 
as  well  as  In  the  susceptibility  of  the  same  variety  In  different  localities.  £)ach 
rose  grower  should  give  special  attention  to  the  degrees  of  resistance  shown 
by  the  various  sorts  in  his  collection,  keeping  only  those  which  show  the  g^ea^ 
est  resistance  to  the  disease. 

The  fungus  frequently  appears  very  early  In  the  season  on  young  buds,  leaves, 
and  young  shoots.  It  causes  the  appearance  of  a  delicate  white  mildew  that 
becomes  mealy  after  the  development  of  the  conldia,  or  summer  spores.*  If  the 
attack  is  severe,  the  normal  development  of  the  succulent  young  shoots  Is  ar- 
rested, the  leaves  become  curled  and  deformed,  falling  prematurely,  and  com- 
plete defoliation  sometimes  results.  Later  In  the  season  on  twigs,  calyx,  fruit, 
and  even  on  canes  the  fungous  myceliuhi  *  forms  a  whitish,  feltlike  covering  on 
which  minute  spherical  black  bodies  are  borne  and  In  which  the  winter  spores 
develop.  These  spores  are  capable  of  persisting  through  the  winter  and  setting 
up  a  new  Infection  In  the  spring. 

The  stage  of  the  disease  in  which  the  summer  spores  are  produced  in  Im- 
mense numbers  may  be  held  under  control  by  several  treatments  with  a  fungi- 
cide applied  very  thoroughly  at  Intervals  of  10  days  to  a  fortnight  For  this 
purpose  dusting  with  flowers  of  sulphur  is  frequently  recommended,  but  spray- 
ing with  a  solution  of  either  lime-sulphur  or  potassium  sulphid  Is  better.  If 
the  development  of  the  parasite  has  not  been  completely  arrested  In  Its  summer 
stage  and  If  the  winter  spores  liave  been  permitted  to  devel*>p,  more  energetic 
measures  must  be  taken.  Late  in  the  fall  diseased  portions  of  the  bushes  should 
be  trimmed  off  and  burned,  together  with  all  fallen  leaves  and  debris  that  have 
collected  under  the  bushes.  The  plants  should  then  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with 
lime-sulphur  or  strong  Bordeaux  mixture,  allowing  the  surrounding  soU  to 
become  drenched. 

1  Microscopic  bodies  which  serve  to  reproduce  the  fungus, 
s  Microscopic  threadlike  growth  of  the  fungus. 
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Rose  rusts. — ^The  diseases  known  as  rusts  are  caused  by  any  one  of  several 
parasitic  fungi,  and  tliey  occur  on  both  wild  and  cultivated  bushes.  Any  part 
of  the  plant  may  suffer  from  the  presence  of  the  fungus,  but  the  effect  produced 
varies  with  the  time  of  year  and  the  part  attacked.  In  the  spring  or  early 
summer  on  the  green  parts  of  the  bush  conspicuous  orange-colored  swellings 
appear  that  later  in  the  season  take  on  a  deeper  shade  and  become  powdery. 
On  the  leaves  the  effect  may  be  shown  by  small  circular  spots,  but  when  the 
swellings  occur  on  young,  green  stems  and  petioles  those  parts  become  b«it  and 
gcoatly  distorted.  During  these  stages  of  growth  the  parasite  has  borne  two 
kinds  of  spores,  but  later  a  third  kind,  the  winter  spores,  develop  either  in 
small  black  groups  on  the  under  surface  of  the  leaf  or  in  more  or  less  elon- 
gated black  powdery  patches  on  the  woody  stems. 

The  spread  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stages  can  be  checked  by  spraying 
several  times  with  ammoniacal  copper  carbonate,  but  it  is  advisable  first  to  cut 
off  the  infected  parts.  Late  in  the  autumn  all  Infected  material  must  be  cut 
away  and  burned  and  the  bush  thoroughly  sprayed  with  strong  Bordeaux 
mixture.  If  the  bushes  continue  to  suffer  for  two  or  three  seasons  from  rust, 
they  might  well  be  dug  up  and  burned,  for  the  fungus  is  capable  of  living  over 
the  winter  in  apparently  healthy  stems  and  may  be  a  source  of  continuous 
trouble. 

AnthrcLcnose. — ^Anthracnose  is  caused  by  a  fungus  which  attacks  all  parts  of  the 
bushes,  but  the  young  growth  is  most  susceptible.  On  the  leaves  appear 
blotches  that  contain  the  fruiting  bodies  and  later  become  pinkish  from  the 
escaping  spores.  Upon  the  surface  of  the  branches  similar  fruiting  bodies  form 
and,  bursting,  discharge  a  pinkish  mass  of  spores.  These  fruiting  bodies  may 
entirely  surround  the  branch  and  spread  toward  its  tip.  The  leaves  upon  such 
a  branch  are  dwarfed  and  pale  and  soon  fall.  The  complete  defoliation  of  the 
bush  may  follow  a  severe  attack.  During  the  growing  season  the  disease  may 
be  fairly  well  controlled  by  spraying  several  times  with  Bordeaux  mixture  or 
ammoniacal  copper  carbonate.  Later,  all  diseased  branches  must  be  rigorously 
cut  back  and  together  with  the  fallen  leaves  carefully  raked  up  and  burned  and 
the  bushes  thoroughly  treated  with  strong  Bordeaux  mixture. 

Leaf-spot. — ^There  are  several  distinct  diseases  that  are  called  leaf-spots,  and 
each  is  caused  by  a  different  fungus,  but  the  effects  of  these  parasites  upon  the 
leaves  are  very  similar,  and  such  attacks  are  seldom  serious.  The  siwts  have 
a  more  or  less  brownish  center  with  a  purplish  border. 

The  spread  of  these  troubles  may  be  checked  by  spraying  with  Bordeaux 
mixture  or  the  solution  of  ammoniacal  copper  carbonate,  but  It  is  well  also 
to  pick  off  as  many  as  possible  of  the  spotted  leaves  and  burn  them. 

Leaf-blotch. — ^Leaf -blotch,  also  known  as  black-spot,  is  probably  the  most 
common  and  injurious  of  all  fungous  diseases  to  which  the  rose  is  subject  except 
powdery  mildew.  Many  species  suffer  from  it,  but  certain  varieties  are  im- 
mune to  the  disease,  and  if  it  is  troublesome  In  a  garden  it  will  be  well  to 
cultivate  the  resistant  varieties.  Bush  roses  are  more  susceptible  to  this 
trouble  than  climbing  roses,  and  attacks  are  most  severe  in  wet  seasons.  The 
first  symptoms  of  the  presence  of  the  parasite  are  irregularly  shaped  blackish 
spots  without  definite  borders  on  the  upper  surface  of  mature  or  nearly  full- 
grown  leaves.  These  spots  may  grow  together  so  as  to  cover  almost  the  entire 
leaf.  In  this  stage  the  trouble  may  be  controlled  by  several  applications  of 
Bordeaux  mixture  or  ammoniacal  copper  carbonate,  but  If  permitted  to  remain 
untreated  another  spore-producing  form  develops  in  the  same  spots.  This 
second  form  matures  upon  decaying  fallen  leaves,  and  Its  spores  living  over  the 
winter  are  able  to  set  up  a  new  infection  in  the  spring.    This  fact  shows  the 
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necessity  of  raking  up  and  burning  the  fallen  leaves,  as  well  as  the  adyisabllity 
of  drenching  the  ground  under  the  bushes  both  then  and  in  the  early  ^ring 
with  strong  Bordeaux  mixture.  It  is  well  to  begin  the  spring  treatments  with 
ammoniacal  copper  carbonate  on  plants  that  have  suffered  during  the  preceding 
season,  without  waiting  for  the  spots  to  appear. 

Canker, — Canker  has  recently  become  in  some  localities  the  cause  of  serious 
trouble,  and  unfortunately  no  absolutely  certain  method  of  treatment  has  been 
worked  out  The  early  symptoms  of  canker  are  the  appearance  of  small 
reddish  patches  on  the  green  parts,  generally  of  1-year-old  growth.  The  disease 
is  caused  by  a  fungus  classed  as  a  wound  parasite,  that  is,  the  spores  gain 
entrance  to  the  bush  through  certain  mechanical  injuries.  These  niay  be 
slight  ones  made  upon  the  young  branches  by  the  thorns  of  the  bush  itself  when 
one  branch  has  been  blown  against  another,  or  by  insect  punctures.  Such  in- 
fected areas  may  increase  until  the  entire  stem  is  surrounded  and  may  extend 
for  several  inches  along  the  branch. 

The  only  advice  to  be  given  is  to  rigorously  cut  away  all  diseased  branches, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  cut  back  entire  bushes  if  badly  infected.  Cover 
the  exposed  surfaces  made  by  this  cutting  with  paint  or  tar.  This  diseased 
material  must  be  burned  and  the  dormant  bushes  sprayed  with  strong  Bor- 
deaux mixture  in  both  the  autumn  and  early  spring.  At  the  first  appearance 
of  the  disease,  cut  away  and  destroy  all  the  branches  showing  infection.  Then 
spray  about  every  10  days,  first  \%ith  Bordeaux  mixture  and  later  with  ammo- 
niacal copper  carbonate,  as  spraying  has  no  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  foliage, 
an  appearance  to  be  avoided  when  blossoming  time  is  near.  It  is  possible  that 
by  such  careful  attention  the  bushes  may  outgrow  the  disease. 


Bordeaux  mixture, — ^Bordeaux  mixture  is  the  best  all-round  fungicide,  but 
it  will  stain  the  foliage  and  other  objects  with  which  it  comes  in  contact  a 
blue-green  color.  Wooden  or  earthen  containers  should  be  used  in  mixing  this 
spray.  If  metal  containers  are  used  both  the  containers  and  the  spray  may  be 
ruined. 

The  following  formula  for  Bordeaux  mixture  is  recommended  for  summer 
spraying:  Copper  sulphate  (bluestone),  2 J  ounces;  lime  (unslaked),  21  oimces; 
water  to  make  2  gallons. 

For  spraying  dormant  plants  reduce  the  quantity  of  water  used  In  making 
up  the  spray  from  2  gallons  to  li  gallons. 

Mix  the  copper  sulphate  with  nearly  half  of  the  water,  being  sure  that  it 
is  thoroughly  dissolved.  Slake  the  lime  with  a  little  water,  to  make  a  smooth 
paste,  then  add  most  of  the  rest  of  the  water  to  the  paste,  making  a  uniform 
solution  of  milk  of  lime.  Pour  these  two  solutions  at  the  same  time  into  a 
vessel  containing  the  remainder  of  the  water,  and,  after  thoroughly  stirring, 
strain  the  mixture.  If  properly  made,  the  mixture  will  have  a  sky-blue  color, 
and  it  should  be  used  promptly.  The  two  solutions,  however,  may  be  kept 
indefinitely  before  being  poured  together. 

To  make  the  liquid  adhere  to  the  plants  an  ounce  of  any  good  mild  soap 
for  each  gallon  of  mixture  should  be  dissolved  in  a  little  hot  water  and  added 
to  the  mixture. 

Potassium  sulphid.* — Potassium  sulphld  for  home  use  may  be  made  according 
to  the  following  formula:  Potassium  sulphld  (liver  of  sulphur),  1  ounce;  water, 

iFor  more  detailed  information,  see  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agr.,  Farmers*  BuUetill  243,  en- 
titled '•  Funglcldeg  and  their  use  in  preventing  diseases  of  fruits,** 
<  Metal  containers  should  not  be  used  in  mixing  this  spray. 
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3  gallons.  The  addition  of  1  ounce  of  any  good  mild  soap  to  each  gallon  of  the 
solution  of  these  ingredients  is  recommended  to  make  the  liquid  adhere  to  the 
plants. 

Lime-sulphur, — Commercial  lime-sulphur  has  directions  for  its  use  upon  the 
container  and  can  be  purchased  from  seedsmen  and  hardware  firms  handling 
farm  implements,  or  it  may  be  made  at  home  as  for  spraying  fruit  trees.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  of  fungicides.  Care  must  be  used  in  applying  it  near 
buildings,  as  it  spots  paint  badly.  It  is  injurious  to  the  clothing  and  is  caustic 
in  its  action  on  the  skin.  Cold  cream  or  vaseline  used  in  liberal  quantities 
-will  serve  as  a  protection. 

Ammoniacal  copper  carbonate, — ^The  ammoniacal  spray  is  difficult  to  prepare 
and  requires  caution  in  handling  and  application.  It  should  not  be  employed 
unless  the  discoloration  caused  by  the  other  sprays  is  seriously  objectionable. 
AVooden  or  earthen  containers,  not  metal,  should  be  used  in  handling  it 

The  following  formula  is  suggested  for  making  anmaoniacal  carbonate  of 
copper:  Copper  carbonate,  one-fourth  ounce;  strong  ammonia  (26*  Baum6)» 
about  one-half  gill ;  water,  2  gallons. 

Dilute  the  ammonia  with  a  little  of  the  water  and  dissolve  the  copper  carbonate 
in  it,  using  only  barely  enough  ammonia  to  dissolve  the  carbonate ;  if  necessary, 
reserve  a  little  of  the  carbonate, until  the  rest  has  been  dissolved,  and  then 
add  the  remainder.  No  more  of  the  ammonia  than  enough  to  dissolve  the 
carbonate  should  be  used  under  any  circumstances.  The  clear  blue  liquid  may 
then  be  diluted  with  the  remainder  of  the  water,  and,  if  properly  made,  it  does 
not  become  cloudy  as  it  is  diluted. 

SPRATINa 

To  make  effective  application  of  the  remedies  for  the  control  of 
insects  and  diseases,  the  materials  must  be  applied  to  all  parts  of  the 
plant.  This  is  best  done  by  the  use  of  a  fine  spray  applied  till  the 
foliage  is  wet,  but  not  so  wet  that  the  liquid  collects  into  drops. 

To  do  good  work,  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  use  a  pump  that  has 
power  sufficient  to  produce  a  very  fine  spray,  but  the  nozzle  needs  to 
be  connected  with  the  tank  by  a  hose,  so  that  it  may  be  turned  in  any 
direction,  and  the  outlet  should  be  at  an  angle  of  45^  to  the  support- 
ing tube,  so  as  to  facilitate  throwing  the  spray  on  the  under  side  of 
the  leaves  as  well  as  on  top.  This  is  necessary  because  many  insects 
and  diseases  attack  from  below  as  well  as  from  above.  In  order  to 
meet  these  conditions  a  very  large  or  expensive  outfit  is  not  essential, 
but  the  capacity  of  the  nozzle  should  be  adjusted  to  the  power  of  the 
pump.  For  a  few  roses,  a  gloved  thumb  and  finger  to  crush  the  at- 
tacking insects,  a  coarse  cotton  bag  to  apply  dry  powders,  and  a  pair 
of  scissors  to  clip  off  diseased  leaves  on  their  first  appearance,  will 
produce  satisfactory  results  with  a  real  rosarian,  that  is,  with  one 
who  so  loves  roses  that  he  almost  unconsciously  inspects  them  several 
times  a  day.  Any  one  living  on  a  place  large  enough  to  require  the 
use  of  a  shovel  and  hoe  should  have  a  3-gallon  or  5-gallon  spray  out- 
fit, whether  he  has  any  roses  or  not,  as  there  are  but  few  plants  grown 
that  do  not  need  the  insurance  afforded  by  the  judicious  use  of  such 
an  implement. 
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SUMMARY. 

Hoses  may  be  divided  into  classes  according  to  the  purposes  for" 
which  they  are  used,  as  for  lawns  and  borders,  for  arbors  or  trellises, 
for  cut  flowers,  and  for  other  ornamental  purposes. 

Natiy^pecies  and  those  least  modified  by  man's  crossing  and  selec- 
tion af e  most  suitable  for  lawn  and  border  planting. 

Climbing  roses  used  for  arbors  and  trellises  may  be  handled  either 
to  give  an  abundance  of  bloom  or  to  produce  shade,  but  they  can 
not  do  both  satisfactorily,  and  they  are  not  as  well  adapted  to  the 
production  of  shade  as  many  ottier  plants. 

Cut-flower  roses  need  clean  culture,  severe  pruning,  and  special 
care;  therefore,  they  should  be  planted  by  themselves  in  secluded 
beds  and  should  not  be  used  to  beautify  the  grounds  in  place  of  the 
roses  appropriate  for  lawns  and  borders. 

Roses  are  not  very  satisfactory  for  hedges. 

The  Wichuraiana  rose  is  useful  as  a  ground  cover. 

Tree  roses  are  not  satisfactory,  except  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

The  essentials  for  successful  growth  are  a  well-drained  retentive 
soil  thoroughly  enriched,  preferably  with  rotted  manure.  Cut-flower 
roses  especially  need  heavy  annual  manuring. 

Special  care  must  be  exercised  to  prevent  the  roots  from  drying 
when  out  of  the  groimd  for  transplanting. 

Own-rooted  plants  are  best  for  the  average  grower. 

Cut-flower  roses  need  protection  near  the  northern  limits  of  the 
successful  cultivation  of  the  variety. 

Dormant  roses  should  have  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  wood 
removed  at  the  time  of  transplanting. 

Border  roses  should  have  little  pruning,  the  removal  of  the  dead 
wood  and  the  cutting  of  the  whole  bush  to  the  ground  every  5  to  8 
years  being  best  for  most  varieties. 

Climbing  roses  should  be  pruned  just  after  blooming  by  having  the 
wood  of  the  previous  year's  growth  removed. 

Cut-flower  roses  should  be  cut  each  spring  to  within  6  inches  or  1 
foot  of  the  ground  for  finest  blooms,  or  one-third  to  one-half  the 
wood  should  be  left  for  the  greatest  quantity  of  bloom. 

Watchfulness  is  the  price  of  success  with  roses,  especially  with  the 
climbing  and  the  cut-flower  varieties. 

Advice  as  to  varieties  for  a  particular  region  is  "best  obtained 
from  the  nearest  grower  or  nurseryman. 
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INTEREST  IN  ROSES  is  so  widespread  that,  in 
temperate  regions,  there  is  seldom  a  garden  or 
dooryard  without  its  rosebush. 

Roses  are  adapted  to  various  purposes,  such  as 
plantings  on  lawns  and  borders,  arbors  and  trellises, 
cut  flowers,  bedding,  hedges,  ground  covers,  and 
tree  roses. 

Cultivated  roses  range  from  recently  introduced 
species,  that  are  hardy  and  largely  disease  resistant, 
to  hybrids  that  are  the  results  of  generations  of 
crossings  and  require  much  attention  to  details  of 
cultivation,  feeding,  pruning,  and  spraying. 

Roses  may  be  grown  in  any  good,  moisture- 
retaining  soil  that  is  well  drained.  Sandy  soils  are 
not  so  good  as  clay  soils  and  require  more  frequent 
applications  of  fertilizer.  Roses  respond  readily  to 
rich  feeding.  Cow  manure  is  the  best  fertilizer  for 
them,  but  other  organic  fertilizers  may  be  success- 
fully used. 

As  a  rule,  roses  require  severe  pruning,  but  it 
must  be  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  roses 
are  being  grown.  They  require  protection  in  most 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  grow  best  when  given 
clean  cultivation,  without  other  plants  among  them. 

Careful  and  frequent  spraying  is  necessary  for 
most  kinds  of  roses.  Poison  sprays  should  be  used 
for  biting  insects,  contact  sprays  for  sucking  insects, 
and  fungicides  to  prevent  disease  infections. 


\tr».ki,«^^„  T\  r  Issued  September,  1916 
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THE  ROSE  probably  has  been  cultivated  as  long  as  any  orna- 
mental plant  and  holds  a  warmer  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  than  does  any  other  flower.  It  has  figured  in  the  litera- 
ture of  all  ages  and  all  nations.  Its  name  is  practically  the  same 
in  all  languages.  It  is  loved  by  poor  and  rich  alike  for  its  beauty 
of  form  and  color  and  for  its  delicious  fragrance.  It  is  grown  in 
the  dooryards  of  the  least  pretentious  cottages,  whose  occupants 
may  be  stinted  in  food  and  raiment,  as  well  as  on  the  grounds  of 
lar^  estates  where  abound  the  choicest  things  that  money  can  buy. 
It  is  ^own  in  immense  quantities  under  glass  and  is  the  most  popu- 
lar winter  cut  flower. 

Wild  roses  abound  in  great  variety  over  practically  all  the  tem- 
perate regions.  Man  has  appropriated  the  most  pleasing  wild  forms, 
and  in  addition  has  so  modified  and  improved  them  by  breeding 
and  selection  that  now  there  are  roses  for  many  special  purposes. 
The  growing  of  these  roses  for  ornamental  purposes  is  discussed  in 
this  bulletin. 

GENERAL  CULTURE 
SOILS 

Roses  thrive  in  fertile,  well-drained  garden  soils  of  types  that 
range  from  heavy  clay  loams  to  light  sandy  loams  and  that  are 
either  slightly  acid  or  neutral.  They  can  not  be  successfully  grown 
in  poorly  drained  soil  or  in  that  which  is  very  acid  or  very  alkaline. 
Clay  loam  soils  that  are  retentive  of  moisture,  but  from  which  an 
excess  of  moisture  drains  promptly,  are  probably  suited  to  more 
kinds  of  roses  than  any  other  soil  type,  although  some  of  the  cut- 
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flower  roses  thrive  on  both  clay  loam  and  sandy  loam  soils,  and  a 
few  rose  species  are  found  growing  wild  on  sandy  land  as  well  as 
on  loamy  soils. 

Deep,  rich  soils  are  best.  Topsoil  18  inches  deep  has  possibilities 
of  better  results  than  shallower  soils,  although  many  excellent  roses 
are  grown  on  only  10  inches  of  topsoil  over  a  well-drained  subsoiL 
Where  the  soil  is  shallow  it  is  sometimes  desirable  to  excavate  some 
of  the  subsoil  in  order  to  provide  a  deeper  bed  of  good  soil.  Such 
extra  depth  must  be  adequately  drained,  as  such  excavations  in  a 
clay  subsoil  often  form  cisterns. 

If  soil  is  not  naturally  well  drained,  artificial  drainage  must  be 
provided,  for  roses  will  not  grow  well  in  soil  on  which  water  stands. 
This  drainage  is  sometimes  provided  by  tile  or  stone  drains.  Ditches 
for  such  drains  usually  are  3  feet  deep  and  12  to  20  feet  apart, 
depending  upon  the  tenacity  of  the  soil. 

Often  it  is  simplest  to  obtain  4- inch  draintiles  and  lay  them  in  the 
ditch,  but  where  stones  are  abundant  the  ditches  may  be  filled  with 
them  to  a  depth  of  12  or  18  inches  and  the  stones  covered  with  straw 
or  inverted  sods,  and  soil.  Whether  tiles  or  stones  are  used  for  the 
drains,  the  outlets  must  provide  free  egress  for  water. 

FERTILIZERS   AND    CULTIVATION 

Roses  respond  to  deep,  thorough  preparation  of  the  soil,  with  an 
abundance  of  fertility.  A  good  application  of  manure  plowed  or 
spaded  under  in  the  original  preparation  of  the  soil  will  give  ex- 
cellent results  on  soils  that  are  in  sufficiently  good  tilth  for  a  garden 
or  for  good  field  culture.  Cow  manure  is  the  best  for  roses.  Mixed 
farmyard  manures  are  good,  but  fresh  horse  manure  is  the  least 
desirable  of  the  animal  manures.  Composted  manures  are  also 
excellent;  well -composted  leaves,  straw,  and  other  organic  material 
is  only  slightly  less  valuable.  Where  these  materials  are  not  avail- 
able, stockyard  cattle  and  sheep  manures  may  be  used,  or  such 
organic  fertilizers  as  dried  blood,  tankage,  fish  scrap,  cottonseed 
meal,  and  ground  bone. 

In  using  manure  or  compost,  an  application  2  or  8  inches  thick, 
or  more,  is  desirable.  Stockyard  manures  and  organic  fertilizers 
may  be  used  at  a  rate  of  as  much  as  1  pound  to  10  square  feet  of 
ground,  or  one-half  pound  per  rosebush.  Ground  bone  and  mixed 
commercial  fertilizers  with  an  analysis  of  5-10-5^  or  richer  can 
often  be  used  at  the  rate  of  1  pound  per  80  square  feet  of  ground 
or  less,  as  a  supplement  to  the  other  materials  mentioned.  Usually 
the  applications  of  such  fertilizers  in  the  amounts  recommended 
should  be  repeated  annually.  Sandy  soils  need  heavier  and  more 
frequent  applications  of  organic  manures  than  do  heavier  soils. 

Roses  require  clean  cultivation  or  well  mulched  soil. 

PLANTING 

The  same  care  must  be  used  in  planting  roses  as  in  planting  other 
woody  plants.^    The  roses  must  be  dug  carefully  to  prevent  mutila- 

*  Percentages  of  Dltrogen,  phosphoric  acid,  and  potash,  respectively. 
'For  farther  iDformation  on  this  subject  consult  Farmers'  Bulletin  1591,  TranspUntliic 
Trees  and  Shrubs. 
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tion  of  their  root  systems,  the  roots  must  be  kept  moist  until  the 
plants  are  reset,  the  holes  in  which  they  are  planted  must  be  large 
enough  to  permit  the  roots  to  be  spread  m  a  natural  position,  neither 
fresh  manure  nor  commercial  fertilizers  must  be  placed  in  direct 
contact  with  the  roots,  the  roots  must  be  well  spread,  with  fertile  and 
friable  soil  between  them,  the  soil  must  not  be  too  wet  and  must  be 
thoroughly  compacted  about  the  roots. 

Usually  dormant  plants  are  set,  although  sometimes  plants  grown 
in  pots  are  preferred.  The  most  suitable  plants  to  be  selected  are 
discussed  in  other  sections  of  this  bulletin. 

The  time  of  planting  roses  differs  with  the  kind  of  plants,  the  lo- 
cation, and  somewhat  with  the  season.  In  sections  where  the  tem- 
perature seldom  falls  below  10°  F.,  where  the  winter  winds  are  not 
exceptionally  drying,  and  where  the  soil  has  been  so  prepared  that 
it  does  not  heave  badly,  dormant  roses  are  best  planted  in  the  fall. 


FioUBS  1. — Outline  map  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  regions  In  which  fall  plant- 
ing and  spring  planting,  respectively,  are  usually  most  satisfactory 

In  most  other  places  spring  planting  is  best.  The  different  regions 
are  indicated  on  the  map  shown  in  Figure  1.  North  of  the  line 
suggested  as  the  division  between  successful  fall  and  spring  plant- 
ing there  are  localities  where  fall  planting  can  safely  and  satisfac- 
torily be  done.  South  of  this  line  there  are  localities  where  spring 
planting  is  more  desirable. 

Roses  planted  in  the  fall  will  usually  grow  much  better  the  first 
season  than  those  planted  the  following  spring.  Fall  planting  is  best 
done  as  soon  as  the  leaves  have  fallen  from  most  trees  and  bushes. 
Spring  planting  should  be  done  as  early  as  the  ground  is  dry  enough 
to  work,  or  when  it  springs  apart  after  being  squeezed  in  the  hand. 

If  spring  planting  must  be  delayed  until  after  roses  have  started 
into  growui,  plants  growing  in  pots  are  desirable.  They  should  be 
set  out  only  aiter  maples  come  into  leaf,  or  not  more  than  two  weeks 
before  oaks  come  into  leaf. 
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Responsible  nurserymen  handle  and  pack  their  plants  so  as  to  re- 
tain moisture  and  thus  prevent  the  roots  from  drying  and  the  tops 
from  shriveling,  so  that  they  reach  the  buyer  in  good  condition  for 
growth. 

Roses  should  be  planted  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  are  received. 
If  they  can  not  be  planted  immediately,  the  plants  should  be  un- 
packed and  heeled  in,  that  is,  the  roots  laid  in  a  trench  and  covered 
with  soil  so  that  all  are  in  close  contact  witli  it.  The  tops  of  dormant 
plants  usually  are  laid  close  to  the  ground  in  heeling  in,  although  this 
is  not  essential.  If  the  plant  roots  are  dry  when  received,  soaking 
them  in  water  an  hour  or  more  before  heeling  them  in  is  desirable. 
If  the  steins  are  shriveled,  burying  the  whole  plants  for  a  few  days 
may  restore  plumpness  and  insure  their  growing.  If  the  plants  are 
frozen  when  received,  they  should  be  placed  where  they  will  thaw 
gradually,  but  they  should  not  be  unpacked  until  the  frost  is  out 
beyond  all  question. 

when  ready  to  be  set,  the  plants  should  be  taken  to  the  permanent 
location  with  the  roots  thoroughly  covered,  no  matter  how  short  the 
distance.  More  plants  are  killed  by  excessive  exposure  of  roots  at 
planting  time  than  by  any  other  cause.  The  roots  may  be  placed  in 
a  bucket  of  water  while  being  removed  to  the  planting  ground, 
or  puddled  in  a  mixture  of  thin  clay  and  then  kept  covert  with 
wet  burlap  or  other  protection  until  planted,  making  sure  that  the 
clay  does  not  dry  out  oef ore  planting. 

The  roses  should  be  planted  a  little  deeper  than  they  were  orig- 
inally. If  planted  too  shallow,  the  roots  probably  will  be  exposed 
and  will  dry  at  the  exposed  portions.  This  will  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  sap  from  the  covered  tips  of  the  roots  to  the  branches.  Too- 
shallow  planting  may  cause  a  lack  of  firm  anchorage,  in  which  case 
wind  will  sway  the  plant,  loosening  it  in  the  soil  so  that  the  roots 
will  dry  and  die. 

If  planted  too  deep  the  bark  of  the  buried  stems  will  be  injured, 
and  growth  will  be  checked  until  new  roots  form  nearer  the  surface. 
The  proper  depth  for  planting  is  shown  in  Figure  2. 

In  planting  dormant  rose  bushes  it  is  desirable  to  trim  the  ends 
of  broken  roots  just  before  they  are  put  into  the  holes,  so  that  there 
will  be  good,  smooth,  fresh  surfaces  which  can  callus  and  heal  over. 
It  is  usual  to  leave  this  fresh-cut  surface  on  the  underside  of  the 
root.  The  hole  in  which  the  bush  is  to  be  planted  should  be  several 
inches  larger  across  than  the  roots  will  extend  and  ample  in  depth, 
with  a  little  loose  earth  on  the  bottom.  The  roots  should  be  sepa- 
rated well,  extending  in  all  directions,  with  the  soil  well  worked  in 
among  them,  and  should  be  arranged  in  layers,  the  roots  in  each 
layer  Deing  spread  out  like  the  fingers  of  the  hand.  When  the  hole 
is  partly  full  of  earth,  the  plant  should  be  shaken  up  and  down  to 
maTke  sure  that  it  is  in  close  contact  with  the  soil  under  the  crown 
where  the  roots  branch.  When  the  roots  are  well  covered,  the  soil 
should  be  firmed.  This  is  best  done  by  tramping  it.  If  the  soil  is  in 
proper  condition  tramping  can  not  injure  tne  plants.  It  will  leave 
a  depression  about  them,  but  all  the  roots  will  be  covered. 

When  potted  plants  are  used  and  are  in  pots  of  a  size  suited  to 
them,  the  ball  of  earth  containing  a  plant  may  be  removed  from  a 
pot,  the  drainage — broken  crockery  or  gravel  placed  in  the  bottom 
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of  the  pot — removed,  and  the  ball  planted  intact,  with  its  top  one- 
half  inch  below  the  level  of  the  ground.  The  earth  must  be  firmed 
securely  about  the  ball. 

If  large  plants  have  been  put  in  small  pots  and  their  roots  badly 
twisted,  it  is  usually  best  to  straighten  these  roots  somewhat  even 
if  it  breaks  their  contact  with  the  earth  in  the  ball.  There  should  be 
the  least  possible  disturbance  of  the  roots,  as  breaking  their  contact 
with  the  soil  tends  to  offset  the  advantages  of  potting  the  plants.  If 
the  roots  are  loosened  from  the  soil  the  top  of  the  bush  will  wilt. 
In  such  cases  the  plant  should  be  well  shaded  and  often  will  need 
much  pruning. 

The  plants  may  be  watered  after  being  planted,  although  this  is 
not  usually  necessary,  especially  if  the  roots  have  been  puddled 
before  being  planted.  If  water  is  applied  it  should  be  allowed  to 
soak  in  about  the  roots,  and  the  hole  snould  then  be  filled  with  dry 


/"h^ 

TOO  DEEP  PROPER  DEPTH  TtX>  SHALLOV 

Be  bui 
cates   the   surface   of   the   soil 


FiouRB  2. — Proper  and  improper  depths  for  planting  rose  busliea     The  line  A — A  indl- 

the         '  '    " 


earth  without  more  tramping.  If  the  plant  is  not  watered  the  de- 
pression should  be  filled  with  loose  earth  the  same  as  if  it  had  been 
watered.  After  being  planted,  the  roses  should  not  be  watered 
unless  very  dry  weather  follows,  and  even  then  care  must  be  taken 
not  to  water  too  heavily  until  after  growth  starts.  When  watering 
it  is  desirable  to  draw  some  earth  away  from  the  bush,  apply  the 
water,  and,  after  it  has  soaked  in,  draw  dry  earth  about  the  plant 
again.  (Fig.  3.)  Potted  roses  are  watered  in  the  same  way  as 
dormant  plants. 

PRUNING 

One-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  wood  should  be  removed  from  rose- 
bushes when  they  are  planted.  Weak  branches  should  be  taken  off, 
and  long  canes  likely  to  whip  around  and  loosen  the  plant  should  be 
cut  back.     So  far  as  practicable,  other  pruning  should  be  accom- 
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plished  by  cutting  out  whole  branches  rather  than  by  cutting  off  the 
ends.  Potted  plants  set  without  the  ball  of  earth  being  broken 
should  require  no  pruning. 

Pruning  that  is  to  be  done  after  the  planting  season  depends  so 
much  on  the  type  of  rose  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  being  grown 
that  further  discussion  of  pruning  will  be  included  under  the  various 
types  of  roses. 

PROTECTION 

Many  roses  need  protection.  Most  are  much  more  successful  if 
protected  from  wind  both  winter  and  summer,  although  in  humid  cli- 
mates it  is  well  to  insure  a  free  circulation  of  air  about  them  in 
summer.  Earth  is  the  best  protecting  material.  Evergreen  boughs, 
deciduous  brush,  and  straw  and  burlap  about  the  plants  each  serve 

a  purpose.  Occasionally,  in  at- 
tempting to  grow  certain  varieties 
far  beyond  the  normal  region  of 
their  successful  cultivation,  it  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  plants  with 
leaves  or  straw  and  then  to  protect 
the  leaves  and  straw  from  snow  and 
rain.  Methods  of  protection  will 
be  discussed  in  more  detail  in  the 
sections  on  the  different  types  of 
roses  to  which  they  particularly 
apply. 

DIFFICULTIES   AND    ENEMIES 

The  most  common  difficulties  in 
rose  growing  come  from  lack  of 
attention  to  good  cultural  practices 
and  from  selecting  kinds  of  roses 
not  suited  to  the  conditions  under 

pruned,  and  a  mound  of  earth  properly  xrrViif»V|  if  is  fltt^mntpH  tn  otaw  thpTn 
drawn  up  about  it.     Roses  planted  in   wnicn  U  IS  aitempiea  DO  grow  mein. 

the  fall  in  regions  where  there  Is  freez-  Poorly    Cultivated,    undemounshed. 

^hidr^requi^pe*^8uch^p^otect^iv°*inoimd8  ill-adapted  rosebushcs  are  far  more 

likely  to  become  a  prey  to  insects 
and  diseases  than  are  good  healthy  plants  kept  in  a  vigorouslj' 
growing  state.  Timelv  waterings  and  judicious  apolications  of 
stimulants  in  summer  help  to  avoid  many  troubles.  On  the  other 
hand,  overstimulation  is  undesirable.  Some  difficulties  are  the  direct 
result  of  poor  culture,  with  no  disease  or  insect  responsible;  others, 
though  caused  by  outside  attack,  may  be  more  or  less  mitigated  by 
vigorous  growth. 

In  addition  to  good  culture,  protection  from  insects  and  diseases 
is  required  by  many  kinds  of  roses.  This  protection  consists  of 
timely  spraying  to  control  four  principal  types  of  pests — sucking 
insecfe,  biting  insects,  diseases  affecting  the  leaves^  and  diseases 
affecting  the  stems.  Even  more  practical  than  identifying  the  spe- 
cific insect  or  disease  attacking  the  rosebush  is  persistently  applying 
three  types  of  material — poison  on  the  leaves  to  guard  against  chew- 
ing insects,  fungicides  on  leaves  and  stems  to  prevent  the  entrance 


FiouBE  8. — A  newly  set  plant  with  the 
roots  well  arranged,  with  the  top  well 
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of  diseases,  and  contact  insecticides  applied  when  sucking  insects 
are  found. 

SPBAYINQ  AND   DUSTING   EQUIPMENT 

Effective  application  of  remedies  for  control  of  insects  and  diseases 
requires  that  the  materials  be  applied  to  all  parts  of  the  plant  without 
unnecessary  time  and  labor.  This  is  best  done  either  by  the  use  of  a 
fine  sprav  applied  until  the  foliage  is  wet  but  not  so  wet  that  the 
liquid  collects  in  drops,  or  else  by  tne  use  of  a  dusting  appliance  that 
will  thoroughly  cover  DOth  sides  of  the  foliage. 

For  the  rose  garden  of  average  size,  containing  up  to  60  plants, 
a  sprayer  of  the  compressed-air  type,  holding  3  to  5  gallons,  satis- 
factorily fulfills  the  ordinary  requirements  and  is  inexpensive  and 
durable.  The  pressure  is  applied  by  a  hand  pump  requiring  only 
periodic  operation,  the  can  is  carried  on  a  shoulder  slin^  or  by  a 
good  handle,  and  the  spray  is  readily  applied  to  either  side  of  the 
leaves  through  a  rubber  hose  terminating  in  a  metal  handle  with  a 
control  valve  and  an  angle  nozzle.  For  larger  rose  gardens  a  wheel- 
barrow-type sprayer  holding  12  to  15  gallons,  provided  with  a  brass 
spray  pump  and  a  mechanical  agitator,  is  preferable.  For  only 
a  few  rosebushes  the  plunger  type  of  hand  sprayer,  holding  1  quart, 
represents  the  minimum  investment.  Whatever  type  of  sprayer  is 
used,  the  nozzle  should  emit  a  fine  mist  and  cover  the  widest  possible 
area.  A  sprayer  that  delivers  a  stream  of  coarse  drops  is  wasteful 
and  ineffective. 

Dusting  appliances  to  meet  different  requirements  are  available. 
The  best  general-purpose  dusters  for  the  small  flower  garden,  useful 
also  in  the  vegetable  garden,  are  of  the  crank  or  the  bellows  types, 
holding  about  5  pounds  of  dust.  For  a  small  number  of  plants 
the  hand-plunger  type  of  duster  is  effective,  although  rather  wasteful 
of  dust.  Like  the  quart-size  hand  sprayer,  it  represents  about  the 
minimum  of  equipment  for  effective  control  of  rose  pests  and  diseases 
if  control  efforts  are  to  be  commensurate  with  expenditure  of  time 
and  money  for  plants  and  in  ordinary  cultural  operations. 

INSECTS • 

Insects  attack  the  rose  in  three  different  ways.  Some  feed  exter- 
nally on  the  foliage  and  flowers,  eating  the  tissue  of  the  plant; 
some  bore  in  the  stems  and  bark ;  and  some  suck  juices  from  the  bark, 
leaves,  and  new  growth. 

Evidence  that  the  leaf  and  flower  eating  insects  are  present  consists 
of  chafed  or  skeletonized  leaves  or  of  holes  eaten  in  leaves,  petals, 
or  buds.  The  insects  usually  responsible  for  this  type  of  work 
are  sawfly  larvae,  often  called  "  rose  slugs,"  and  caterpillars.  The 
method  of  control  usually  employed  against  them,  and  one  which  is 
very  satisfactory,  consists  in  spraying  or  dusting  the  plants  with 
some  mixture  containing  lead  arsenate.  Sometimes  one  application 
of  this  poison  is  sufficient,  but  occasionally  more  are  necessary. 

The  following  mixtures  of  lead  arsenate  are  suggested:  For 
spraying,  3  teaspoonfuls  of  lead  arsenate,  1  or  2  ounces  of  soap, 
and   1   gallon  of  water.     For  dusting,   1   ounce  of  lead  arsenate, 

•Prepared  by  William  Middleton,  entomologist,  Division  of  Fruit  and  Shade  Tree 
Insects,  Bureau  of  Entomology. 
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4%  ounces  of  lime  (hydrated  or  air-slaked),  and  4  ounces  of  super- 
fine sulphur.  In  both  formulas  thorough  mixing  of  the  materials  is 
highly  important. 

The  time  for  applying  the  spray  or  dust  is  also  very  important, 
and  the  treatment  will  be  most  effective  if  it  is  made  promptly 
and  thoroughly  when  the  insects  or  their  fresh  feeding  work  are 
first  observed. 

Caution. — Lead  arsenate  is  a  dangerous  poison.  It  should  be 
handled  carefully  and  kept  where  it  can  not  be  obtained  by  children 
and  where  it  will  not  be  mistaken  for  anything  used  in  food  or  as 
medicine.  The  material  may  injure  delicately-colored  flowers  that 
are  sprayed  or  dusted  with  it. 

In  addition  to  the  caterpillars  and  slugs  that  eat  the  foliage  and 
flowers,  some  adult  beetles  also  feed  on  these  portions  of  rose  plants. 
The  same  methods  of  control  may  be  used  for  these  insects,  but  are 
generally  not  quite  so  effective  against  adult  beetles.  For  this  rea- 
son, and  especially  against  the  rose  chafer,  hand  picking  and  crush- 
ing the  beetles  or  knocking  them  from  the  flowers  into  a  vessel  of 
water  covered  by  a  film  of  kerosene  is  recomjnended  in  addition  to 
spraying  or  dusting. 

The  Iwrers  of  roses  are  of  two  general  types,  those  that  only  enter 
the  pruned  ends  of  shoots  through  the  large,  soft  pith  and  those 
that  attack  and  bore  in  unpruned  shoots.  The  methods  of  control 
for  the  two  differ  slightly.  In  both  types  of  injury  it  is  important 
to  cut  off  infested  shoots  below  the  work  of  the  borer  and  to  destroy 
such  shoots.  It  would  be  a  good  plan,  while  doing  this,  to  examine 
other  plants  in  the  neighborhood  for  similar  work  and  treat  these 
at  the  same  time.  Furthermore,  in  the  case  of  the  pruned-shoot 
borer,  the  ends  of  all  large-pithed  plants  should  be  protected  from 
further  work  by  shoving  the  point  of  a  tack  down  into  the  pith  so 
that  the  head  protects  the  open  or  pruned  end. 

A  number  of  different  sucking  pests  feed  on  roses,  and  their 
methods  of  attack  and  their  control  differ  so  much  that  only  the 
most  general  discussion  is  possible  here.  The  usual  types  of  sucking 
pests  are:  Spider  mites,  which  feed  chiefly  on  the  foliage;  thrips, 
which  are  generally  within  the  flowers  between  the  petak;  aphids, 
or  plant  lice,  found  on  the  leaves,  buds,  and  new  growth ;  and  scales, 
which  usually  infest  the  canes. 

Against  the  spider  mites,  thrips,  and  aphids,  a  nicotine-sulphate 
spray  will  usually  be  most  satisfactory.  The  spray  must  be  applied 
at  least  twice  with  an  interval  of  from  7  to  10  days  between  applica- 
tions. The  formula  for  the  nicotine-sulphate  spray  is :  Nicotine  sul- 
phate, 1  to  2  teaspoonf uls ;  soap  (fish-oil  preferred),  1  to  4  ounces; 
water,  1  gallon.  The  treatment  should  start  as  soon  as  the  pests  are 
observed,  and  the  material  should  be  sprayed  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  will  wet  the  bodies  of  the  pests.  In  the  case  of  both  spider  mites 
and  thrips,  a  clean  rose  garden  or  planting,  free  from  weeds,  is  of 
great  importance. 

The  following  procedure  will  usually  control  scale  insects:  (1)  Re- 
move all  infested  plant  material  that  can  be  spared.  (2)  Spray  thor- 
oughly in  the  early  spring,  just  before  new  growth  starts,  with  one 
of  the  lubricating-oil  emulsions,  miscible  oils,  or  lime-sulphur.  Use 
such  material  according  to  the  manufacturer's  directions.    Do  not 
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let  the  oil  sprays  accumulate  on  the  ground  about  the  bases  of  the 
plants  where  they  may  injure  the  roots,  and  do  not  let  the  lime- 
sulphur  spray  get  on  painted  objects. 

Most  rose  insects  are  community  problems,  and  the  entire  neigh- 
borhood should  cooperate  in  fighting  them,  each  individual  at  least 
taking  care  of  his  own  place. 

For  further  information  on  insects,  communicate  with  the  Bureau 
of  Entomology.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  sending 
specimens  careiuUy  packed  and  a  description  of  the  trouble. 

DISEIASES  * 

In  the  following  paragraphs  is  given  a  brief  description  of  the 
most  common  rose  diseases,  with  recommendations  for  control;  but 
for  a  more  comprehensive  treatment  of  this  subject  the  reader  is 
referred  to  Farmers'  Bulletin  1647,  Rose  Diseases :  Their  Causes  and 
Control. 

Two  fungous  enemies  of  roses,  those  responsible  for  mildew  and 
black  spot,  are  to  be  found  wherever  roses  are  grown,  and  some 
form  of  protection  against  them  is  essential  in  every  rose  garden. 
To  an  appreciable  extent  this  protection  may  be  obtained  by  select- 
ing in  each  locality,  varieties  that  suffer  only  a  minimum  oi  injury 
from  these  diseases.  The  adaptation  of  varieties  is  so  variable  in 
different  localities  that  no  infallible  list  showing  the  susceptibility  or 
resistance  to  these  troubles  can  be  made,  but  certain  general  rules 
can  be  stated.  Roses  not  adapted  to  the  climatic  concfitions  where 
they  are  grown  are  especially  subject  to  black  spot;  this  applies  to 
hybrid  perpetuals  and  hybrid  teas  when  grown  in  the  South.  Rugo- 
sas  and  Wichuraianas  are  characteristically  resistant  to  this  disease. 
The  hardy  climbers,  as  a  class,  especially  the  varieties  Crimson 
Kambler  and  Dorothy  Perkins,  are  subject  to  mildew,  as  are  also 
the  Killameys  and  Gruss  an  Teplitz  among  the  hybrid  teas. 

Mildew. — ^Usterlike  areas  on  the  young  leaves  and  grayish-white 
patches  on  the  older  ones  mark  the  first  appearance  of  mildew.  On 
young  shoots  it  may  cause  swellings  or  marked  distortion.  Under 
hiigh  humidity  the  infected  areas  are  covered  with  a  conspicuous 
whitish  mold  consisting  of  the  vegetative  system  and  reproductive 
bodies  or  spores  of  the  fungus.  The  spores  are  thoroughly  dis- 
seminated by  rain  and  air  currents,  and  find  lodgment  and  appro- 
priate conditions  under  which  to  germinate  and  start  new  infections 
when  the  foliage  is  frequently  covered  with  dew.  The  disease  may 
spread  to  all  parts  of  a  plant  or  to  neighboring  plants  within  a  few 
days  after  its  first  appearance.  Besides  distorting  and  sometimes 
kiUing  the  tips  of  young  shoots  and  blighting  the  flower  buds,  the 
disease  cripples  a  considerable  part  of  the  foliage  and  may  cause 
the  leaves  to  fall.  Late  in  the  season  the  patches  of  white  mold  take 
on  a  dirty-gray  color,  and  minute  spherical  black  bodies  may  be  seen 
embedded  m  them.  These  bodies  are  the  resting-spore  stage  of  the 
fungus,  which  enables  it  to  survive  the  winter  on  persistent  or  fallen 
leaves  and  in  infected  bud-scales,  flower  stems,  and  seed  vessels. 

The  disease  usually  becomes  serious  only  as  the  growing  season 
wanes,  but  the  rambler  roses  may  be  attacked  in  full  bud,  especially 

♦Contributed    by    Freeman    Weiss,    pathologist,    Division    of    Horticultural    Crops    and 
Diseases,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 
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if  they  have  not  been  properly  pruned  and  trained  to  permit  ade- 
quate air  circulation  through  the  foliage. 

Mildew  attacks  of  bush  roses  can  be  almost  entirely  prevented  by 
the  application  of  a  sulphur  dust  as  often  as  the  removal  of  the  dust 
coating  by  rain  or  the  exposure  of  unprotected  foliage  by  new 
growth  requires.  This  is  especially  true  if  the  roses  are  planted  in 
a  border  or  a  garden  with  good  air  circulation  on  all  sides.  The 
sulphur  dust  preferred  for  this  purpose  is  ground  fine  enough  for 
the  particles  to  pass  through  a  screen  of  300  meshes  to  the  inch.  A 
mixture  of  9  parts  of  sulphur  to  1  of  powdered  arsenate  of  lead  is 
generally  used  One  form  of  prepared  sulphur  dust  is  dyed  green  so 
that  it  is  scarcely  perceptible  when  applied  to  foliage,  "flie  lead 
arsenate  is  used  not  only  to  poison  leaf -eating  insects  but  to  promote 
the  ease  of  application  of  the  sulphur.  Tne  latter  may  be  used 
alone,  but  ordinary  flowers  of  sulpnur  is  not  suitable  for  dusting. 
The  dust  can  be  applied  with  a  hand  dust  gun  of  the  plunger  type. 
However,  dusting  devices  equipped  with  fans  or  bellows  are  more 
rapid  and  easier  to  manipulate  and  are  to  be  preferred,  if  the  size 
of  the  rose  garden  justifies  the  additional  cost.  The  best  distribu- 
tion of  the  dust  is  secured  if  it  is  applied  when  the  air  is  still  and 
the  foliage  is  dry,  as  in  the  early  evening  before  dew  has  fallen. 

Since  the  mildew  fungus  may  survive  on  blighted  shoots,  the 
removal  of  spent  flowers  immediately  after  the  flowering  season, 
and  a  general  pruning  for  climbing  roses,  or  a  light  trimming  to 
remove  all  dead  or  weak  branches  in  bush  roses,  as  recommended  in 
the  sections  on  rose  culture,  will  prove  helpful  in  combating  mildew. 
However,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  completely  control  mildew  in 
the  highly  susceptible  rambler  roses,  especially  when  they  are  trained 
against  a  wall  where  the  circulation  of  air  is  obstructed  and  the 
application  of  fungicides  is  more  or  less  precluded. 

Black  spot. — So  widespread  and  prevalent  is  black  spot  that  it 
hardly  requires  description,  and  the  name  itself  characterizes  the 

? principal  symptom.  The  spots,  typically  present  on  the  upper  sur- 
ace  of  leaves,  but  sometimes  developing  on  young  twigs  as  well,  are 
black  and  have  a  characteristic  irregular  margin  with  narrow  lobes 
and  indentations.  The  size  of  the  spots  may  nearly  equal  the  width  of 
the  leaves,  or  there  may  be  many  small  ones  that  coalesce.  The  char- 
acteristic effect  of  the  disease  is  to  cause  premature  yellowing  and 
dropping  of  the  leaves,  so  that  after  a  severe  attack  plants  may  be 
nearly  defoliated  in  midsummer.  The  constant  effort  of  the  plant 
to  replace  the  fallen  leaves  with  new  shoots  greatly  depletes  its 
vitality,  besides  leaving  the  growing  tips  in  a  soft  and  immature 
condition  at  the  beginning  of  winter.  As  a  result,  rosebushes  that  are 
severely  injured  by  black  spot  are  especially  liable  to  winter  injury. 
The  disease  is  very  persistent  and  insidious,  running  a  course  from 
early  spring  until  the  fall  frosts.  It  is  much  less  prevalent  in  dry 
seasons,  but  quickly  reappears  during  intervals  of  wet  weather. 
Black  spot  is  most  likely  to  attack  plants  that  are  low  in  vitality 
because  of  lack  of  climatic  adaptation,  starvation,  or  unbalanced 
fertilization.  As  in  the  case  of  mildew,  the  fungus  that  causes  this 
disease  survives  through  winter  in  fallen  leaves  and  in  infected 
shoots.  As  defoliation  is  more  or  less  continuous  all  summer,  per- 
sistent attention  to  keeping  the  ground  free  of  fallen  leaves  is 
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necessary;  or,  with  only  a  few  roses,  infected  leiaves  may  be  hand 
picked.  It  is  especially  important  to  clean  the  bushes  of  infected 
leaves  and  to  clean  the  beds  of  fallen  ones  in  the  late  fall.  In  the 
event  of  a  severe  attack  of  black  spot,  the  plants  may  be  lightly 
trimmed  in  the  fall  to  remove  infectied  branches  and,  of  course,  the 
usual  cutting  back  before  growth  is  resumed  in  the  spring  should  be 
done,  with  special  attention  to  removing  diseased  parts. 

The  application  of  a  dormant  lime-sulphur  spray  is  sometimes 
advisable.  Commercial  lime-sulphur  should  be  used  in  a  dilution 
of  1  to  12  with  water,  and  the  application  may  be  made  any  time 
before  the  buds  swell  in  the  spring. 

With  the  resumption  of  leaf  growth,  black-spot  control  will  re- 

Suire  a  milder  fimgicide  than  lime-sulphur,  although  the  customary 
ilution  for  summer  spraying — 1  part  of  commercial  lime-sulphur 
to  50  parts  of  water  to  which  1  per  cent  ferrous  sulphate  is  added — 
may  be  used  if  there  is  no  objection  to  spray-stained  foliage.  As  a 
substitute  for  this  spray,  Bordeaux  mixture  may  be  used.  Commer- 
cial forms  of  Bordeaux  mixture  are  available,  or  it  may  be  prepared 
at  home  from  copper  sulphate  (bluestone)  and  hydrated  lime.  The 
bluestone  is  dissolved  in  water  at  the  rate  of  1  pound  to  1  gallon, 
and  the  hydrated  lime  is  separately  mixed  with  water  at  the  rate  oi 
1%  pounds  to  10  gallons.  The  bluestone  solution  is  then  poured  into 
the  limewater  and  thoroughly  stirred.  To  improve  the  spreading 
and  adhesive  power  of  the  spray,  a  commercial  spreading  agent  may 
be  added,  or  1  pound  of  ordinary  white  flour,  first  made  into  a  thin, 
smooth  paste  with  warm  water,  may  be  added  to  the  11  gallons  oi 
spray  resulting  from  the  above  formula.  Bordeaux  mixture  must 
b^  used  soon  after  the  ingredients  are  mixed,  but  the  bluestone  solu- 
tion and  limewater  may  be  preserved  indefinitely  in  separate  covered 
vessels.  The  bluestone  solution  should  not  be  stored  in  a  metal  ves- 
sel, because  it  will  corrode  the  vessel  and  thus  ruin  the  solution  for 
spraying  purposes. 

Bordeaux  mixture,  like  lime-sulphur,  stains  the  foliage,  and  in 
garden  roses  this  may  be  very  objectionable.  Fortunately,  the  sul- 
phur-lead arsenate  dust  specified  for  mildew  control  is  just  as  effec- 
tive as  Bordeaux  mixture  in  the  control  of  black  spot  and  is  nearly 
as  efficient  in  preventing  canker.  Because  black  spot  is  present 
throughout  the  season,  more  persistent  applications  are  required 
than  would  be  necessary  to  keep  mildew  alone  in  check,  but  this  is 
not  ordinarily  a  serious  objection  because  in  a  home  garden  of  aver- 
age size  the  roses  can  be  dusted  in  a  fraction  of  an  nour,  and  with 
the  sulphur-dust  mixture  (which  can  be  bought  at  plant  stores)  on 
hand,  there  is  no  preliminary  bother  in  mixing  sprays.  It  is  espe- 
cially important  to  continue  the  dust  treatment  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  growing  season,  when  atmospheric  conditions  are  par- 
ticularly favorable  for  infection  and  the  vitality  of  rose  plants  is  low. 
Brown  canker. — ^Brown  canker  is  less  widely  distributed  than  mil- 
dew or  black  spot,  but  it  is  prevalent  in  the  Eastern  States.  In  many 
rose  gardens  it  is  possibly  the  most  destructive  disease^  because  of  the 
injury  it  causes  in  the  principal  branches,  often  girdling  and  killing 
entire  canes.  The  name  brown  canker  is  derived  from  the  charac- 
teristic cinnamon-brown  color  of  the  large  cankers  that  develop  in 
the  spring  from  infections  that  started  the  preceding  summer. 
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These  cankers,  especially  when  they  occur  low  on  large  canes,  may 
be  of  considerable  size,  sometimes  several  inches  long  and  encircling 
the  cane.  Smaller  cankers  occur  on  the  branches,  especially  near 
leaf  scars,  and  on  the  flowering  stems.  The  cankers  typically  bear 
numerous  small  black  fruiting  bodies  of  the  causal  fungus.  These 
are  formed  beneath  the  outer  layer  of  bark,  but  project  through  it. 
They  are  tiny  vessels  filled  with  spores.  In  the  late  winter  resting 
spores  are  produced,  but  during  the  summer  another  type  of  spore  is 
produced  in  enormous  numbers.  These  are  widely  disseminated,  es- 
pecially by  rain,  and  are  capable  of  infecting  young  tissues  in  any 
part  of  the  plant,  including  stems,  leaves,  buas,  and  flowers.  Af- 
fected buds  or  flowers  are  crippled  and  discolored.  The  infections 
on  leaves  and  young  shoots  cause  the  appearance  of  small  purplish 
spots,  usually  with  a  dark  border.  Late  in  the  season  the  centers 
of  these  spots  become  grayish  white,  but  the  spots  do  not  increase 
in  size  until  the  next  spring,  when  they  rapidly  enlarge  and  the 
color  deepens  to  that  of  the  typical  brown-canker  stage. 

What  has  already  been  said  about  a  light  pruning  in  the  fall  to 
remove  the  smaller  diseased  branches,  followed  by  heavier  cutting 
back  in  the  late  winter  before  the  buds  swell,  applies  equally  to  the 
control  of  brown  canker.  Heavy  pruning  in  the  fall  is  usually 
inadvisable,  because  if  the  weather  continues  warm  the  pruning 
may  force  buds  into  growth;  but  removal  of  diseased  branches  is 
always  timely.  In  the  spring  the  plant  can  be  formed  to  better 
advantage,  and  the  effects  of  the  winter  and  the  progress  of  the 
canker  infections  can  be  seen  more  readily.  In  pruning  out  dis- 
eased parts  the  aim  should  always  be  to  cut  well  below  the  canker 
into  wnite,  clean  wood. 

A  dormant  spraying  with  lime-sulphur  in  December  is  one  means 
of  combating  brown  canker,  but  during  the  growing  season  Bor- 
deaux mixture,  as  described  under  black-spot  control,  should  be 
substituted  for  lime-sulphur.  In  the  home  garden,  dusting  with 
sulphur-arsenate  dust  will  usually  be  preferred  for  the  sake  of  the 
appearance  of  the  foliage,  but  in  wet  seasons  when  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  preserve  the  dust  coating  on  the  leaves,  appearances  may 
well  be  sacrificed  in  favor  of  the  superior  protection  given  by  sprays. 

Other  diseases. — Other  diseases  to  which  roses  are  scHnetimes  sub- 
ject include  rust,  various  cankers,  crown  gall,  root  knot,  and  several 
types  of  leaf  spots.  Some  of  these  are  rare,  but  even  those  of  more 
frequent  occurrence  are  usually  amenable  to  the  methods  of  disease 
prevention  and  control  already  described. 

In  the  event  that  a  rose  appears  persistently  diseased  or  becomes 
badly  crippled  by  some  infection,  such  as  brown  canker,  it  will  gen- 
erally prove  a  saving  in  time  and  money  to  root  it  out  and  start  anew 
with  a  healthy  plant. 

PROPAGATION  « 

From  the  standpoint  of  propagation  roses  may  be  considered  in 
two  groups — ^those  that  will  reproduce  from  seeds,  with  only  trifling 
variations,  and  those  which  do  not  come  true  from  seed  and  there- 
fore must  be  propagated  vegetatively,  that  is,  from  a  piece  of  stem 

"  For  a  more  complete  dlBCussiou  of  propagation  consult  Farmers*  Bulletin  1567. 
Propagation  of  Trees  and  Shrubs. 
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with  one  or  more  buds  or  eyes.  Most  of  the  rose  species  are  grown 
from  seed  because  this  is  usually  the  simplest  way  and  there  is 
usually  so  little  variation  of  a  species  that  the  seedlings  are  prac- 
tically all  like  the  parent.  Seedlings  from  hybrid  roses  and  from 
flowers  that  have  been  artificially  crossed  vary  greatly  and  are 
grown  in  the  hope  of  securing  new  and  better  varieties.  Seeds 
usually  germinate  best  if  planted  as  soon  as  they  are  ripe  or  if, 
when  freed  from  the  pulp  of  the  hips,  they  are  stored  with  alternate 
layers  of  moist  sand  (stratified)  until  spring  when  they  should 
be  planted  early. 

Roses  may  be  propagated  vegetatively  in  various  ways,  and  va- 
rious kinds  of  roses  dil^r  in  the  ease  with  which  they  may  be  prop- 
agated by  different  methods.  The  methods  themselves  differ  in  the 
quantity  of  material  they  require  to  produce  a  given  number  of 
plants  and  the  method  of  propagating  any  rose  will  depend  upon 
its  adaptation  to  the  kind  of  rose,  and  upon  the  amount  of  propa- 
gating material  available. 

Some  roses  produce  stems  that  run  underground,  throwing  up  new 
growth  at  frequent  intervals.  This  is  called  "suckering."  These 
underground  stems  can  be  dug  up  and  cut  into  pieces,  each  having 
a  bud.  These  pieces  can  be  planted  and  each  rooted  piece  having  a 
live  bud  will  make  a  new  rosebush.  Other  rosebushes  grow  stems 
on  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  these  stems  take  root  irom  many 
of  their  buds.  These  rooted  stjems  may  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  each 
rooted  piece  that  contains  a  live  bud  will  make  a  new  plant.  Stems 
are  sometimes  pegged  to  the  ground  for  this  purpose,  or  covered 
at  intervals  with  soil.  Propagation  in  these  ways  is  called  "lay- 
ering." 

Budding  and  grafting  are  frequently  used  methods  of  propagating 
roses.  They  involve  growing  a  top  of  one  kind  of  rose  on  the  root 
of  another  kind.  The  tep  is  called  the  "scion"  and  the  root  is 
called  the  "  stock."  In  budding,  a  single  bud  of  the  scion,  with  some 
of  the  surrounding  bark,  is  inserted  under  the  bark  of  the  stock. 
In  grafting,  a  portion  of  the  stem  of  the  scion  with  one  or  more 
eyes  is  fitted  to  the  stock  in  such  a  way  that  the  growing  layers  of 
both  are  in  contact.  There  are  several  methods  of  graiting,  each 
of  which  has  its  name. 

Propagation  may  also  be  by  cuttings  of  immature  wood,  called 
"greenwood"  cuttings,  or  of  mature  wood,  called  "hardwood" 
cuttings.  Some  home  gradeners  grow  their  own  roses  from  plants 
they  have  seen  and  admired  in  their  neighbors'  gardens  or  else- 
where. 

Greenwood  cuttings  are  taken  whenever  wood  has  begun  to  harden 
and  has  become  firm.  The  base  of  a  flowering  shoot  after  the  flower 
has  fully  oj)ened  is  an  example  of  wood  in  good  condition  for  a 
greenwood  cutting;  wood,  equally  mature,  but  from  a  nonflowering 
shoot,  is  also  suitable.  Often  several  cuttings  can  be  made  from 
one  stem.  A  piece  from  3  to  6  inches  long,  with  three  buds,  makes 
a  cutting  of  a  good  length.  The  cuts  should  be  made  with  a  sharp, 
thin-bladed  knife,  close  below  the  lower  bud  and  any  distance  above 
the  upper  bud.  (Fig.  4.)  The  lower  leaves  are  usually  removed 
and  the  leaf  at  the  top  left  on,  but  all  the  leaflets  except  two  are  cut 
away  to  reduce  the  amount  of  leaf  surface  exposed  to  the  air. 
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When  the  cuttings  are  made  they  should  be  dropped  into  water  or 
wrapped  in  moist  paper  for  protection  until  they  are  planted.  Ther 
should  be  planted  without  delay^  in  sand  or  light  loamy  soil,  in  small 
holes  or  a  narrow  trench  in  which  they  are  set  about  an  inch  apart 
and  deep  enough  so  that  the  top  bud  and  leaves  just  protrude  xroni 
the  soil.  The  sand  must  be  thoroughly  packed  around  them,  par- 
ticularly at  their  lower  ends.  They  should  be  thoroughly  watered 
immediately  after  being  planted,  and  inclosed  to  keep  the  leaves 
from  wilting  because  of  excessive  evaporation  through  them  before 
the  development  of  roots  enough  to  supply  the  plants  with  moisture. 
A  coldf rame  or  a  spent  hotbed  is  a  suitable  place  for  rose  cuttings 
if  the  glass  is  shaded  or  if  a  cheesecloth-covered  frame  is  used  m 
place  of  the  sash.  In  handling  only  a  few  cuttings  many  persons 
successfully  invert  fruit  jars  or  glass  dishes  over  them.     (Fig.  5.) 

As  the  cuttings  begin  to  absorb  moisture,  a  little  air  should  be 
admitted  to  prevent  the  growth  of  mold  and  fungi.    In  frames, 


Figure  4.- 


-Rose  cuttings :  A,   When  first  made ;   B,   partly  callosed ;   C,  callused ;  D, 
roots  started 


frequent  spraying  is  needed,  but  under  jars  it  is  not  necessary,  since 
the  moisture  is  prevented  from  escaping.  When  roots  have  formed 
freely  the  plants  should  be  transplanted  to  good  soil,  watered  well, 
and  shadecl  from  the  midday  sim  tor  a  few  days.  Subsequent  water- 
ing should  be  moderate  until  the  plants  are  well  established.  ^  These 
young  plants  need  special  care  and  attention,  because  at  this  stage 
they  are  extremely  tender.  If  they  have  been  started  in  soil  and  ai*e 
not  overcrowded  it  is  often  well  to  leave  them  until  the  following 
spring  before  moving  them,  but  ordinarily  they  must  be  transplantea, 
and  careful  shading  and  watering  are  then  essential.  If  the  plants 
are  started  in  midsummer  it  may  be  well  to  plant  them  in  a  frame 
where  they  may  be  protected  by  sash  and  mulch  until  the  following 
spring.  If  they  are  started  in  late  summer  it  may  be  better  to  leave 
them  under  the  jars  with  some  litter,  to  prevent  alteraate  freezing 
and  thawing  and  to  shade  them  partly  until  settled  weather  in  the 
spring. 
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For  hardwood  cuttings,  good,  strong,  well-ripened  shoots  of  the 
previous  summer's  growth  should  be  selected.  They  are  better  if 
cut  after  the  wood  matures  but  before  freezing  weather.  If  they  are 
left  until  cold  weather  there  is  danger  that  tney  will  be  injured  by 
freezing.  They  should  be  cut  into  pieces  4  to  6  inches  long,  with  the 
lower  cut  just  below  a  bud,  and  should  be  planted  in  sand  beds  with 
jars  placed  over  them,  as  described  for  greenwood  cuttings,  or  in 
frames,  if  the  frames  can  be  spared  during  the  busy  spring  season 
when  these  cuttings  will  be  rooting. 

If  the  cuttings  are  not  to  be  planted  until  the  following  spring 
they  may  be  tied  in  bundles  with  raffia  or  with  string  that  will  not 
rot  easily  when  ex- 
posed to  dampness, 
plainly  labeled,  bur- 
ied in  a  box  of  moist 
sand  and  placed  in  a 
cool  cellar  or  buried 
with  the  tops  down 
in  the  open  ground 
below  danger  of 
frost.  They  should 
be  planted  in  the 
open  ground  early  in 
spring,  deep  enough 
so  that  one  eye  or 
not  over  1  inch  of 
the  cutting  is  above 
the  ground.  This 
will  leave  4  or  5 
inches  of  the  cutting 
in  the  ground.    Care 

must  be  taken  not  to  Pigdbb  5.— Rooting  rose  cuttings  under  inverted  fruit 
iniiira     ihtx     r>a11iiQAc  Jars.     These  Jars  may  be  used  to  cover  either  greenwood 

injure    ine    caiiuses         ^^  hardwood  cuttings 
that   have    formed 

while  the  cuttings  were  buried.  Sometimes  better  results  are  ob- 
tained by  planting  the  cuttings  in  partial  shade  rather  than  in  full 
sunlight. 

ROSES  FOR  THE  LAWN  AND  BORDERS 

Roses  for  the  lawn  and  border  are  those  which  have  foliage  and 
habits  of  growth  as  well  suited  for  relief  planting  about  the  ground 
line  of  buildings,  in  masses  upon  the  lawn,  or  along  borders,  as  have 
other  ornamental  shrubs.  Suitable  sorts  of  roses  are  auite  as  appro- 
priate and  effective  in  mixed  groups  as  are  other  shrubs.  To  be 
suitable,  however,  they  must  be  hardy,  moderately  free  in  growth, 
and  possess  foliage  reasonably  resistant  to  disease  and  free  from 
insect  attack.  In  fact,  for  this  purpose,  foliage  is  more  to  be  desired 
than  fine  flowers  for  it  is  important  during  the  whole  growing 
season,  while  the  flowers  may  last  less  than  a  fortnight. 

In  Figure  6  the  groups  on  the  borders  of  the  grounds  or  about  the 
base  of  the  house  might  appropriatelv  be  composed  in  part  of  these 
hardy  roses,  while  cut-flower  roses  should  be  grown  in  the  garden. 

ISTTIS**— 32 3 
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These  are  the  only  roses  that  can  be  grown  in  much  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region  and  the  country  immediately  east  and  west  of  it. 

SUITABLE   SPECIES  AND  VARIETIES 

Rugosa  rose. — The  Bugosa  or  Wrinkled  Japanese  rose  (Rosa 
rug 08a)  is  one  of  the  deservedly  popular  sorts  for  landscape  plant- 
ing.    The  original   form,  native   to   China,  Chosen    (Korea),  and 

Japan,  grows  5  to  6  feet  tall,  is  rose 
colored,  single,  with  rough,  dark 
foliage.  It  olooms  nearly  all  smn- 
mer,  and  bears  large  bright-red 
hips  that  persist  during  the  winter. 
This  rose  is  hardy  in  the  North, 
succeeds  well  in  the  South,  and 
thrives  within  reach  of  ocean  spray. 
There  is  a  good  white  form.  (Fig. 
7.)  Hybrids  are  being  introduce 
that  are  more  or  less  double  and  of 
several  colors,  from  pure  white  to 
deep  rose.  Some  of  the  hybrids 
are  less  prolific  than  the  type  in  the 
number  of  hips  formed. 

Carolina  rose. — The  Carolina  rose 
{Rosa  Carolina)  is  an  upright 
shrub,  native  from  Canada  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  west  to  the 
Mississippi  River;  most  common 
in  moist  places.  It  reaches  a 
height  of  8  feet  and  has  duU-green 
foliage  and  small  pink  flowers  in 
flat-topped  clusters,  followed  by 
small  bright-colored  hips. 

Rosa     lucida. — The     wild     rose 
{Rosa  lucida)^  native  in  New  Eng- 
land,   New    York,    and    Pennsyl- 
vania, even  on  sandy  land  near  the 
coast,  is  a  shrub  growing  6  feet  tall, 
with  dark,  shiny  leaves.     Its  single 
pink  flowers  are  borne  singly  or  in 
small   clusters   in  June   and   July. 
The  hips  are  small  and  bright  red. 
The  stems  are  brownish  red,  showy, 
and    attractive.     A^Tien    planted 
closely  it  is  especially  desirable  for 
a  low  ground  cover  2  to  3  feet  high.     It  eflFectually  deters  crosscutting 
and  is  good  for  rough  banks  and  seaside  planting  or  other  adverse 
conditions. 

Prairie  rose. — The  Prairie  rose  {Rosa  setigera)  is  a  shrub  6  feet 
high,  with  long,  drooping  branches  that  adapt  it  for  use  as  a  pillar 
rose  also.  Native  from  Canada  to  Florida  and  west  to  Wisconsin, 
Nebraska,  and  Texas,  it  is  hardy  and  thrives  under  adverse  condi- 
tions. Its  flowers  are  scentless,  single,  deep  rose,  in  several-flowered 
clusters,  fading  to  ahnost  white.     The  hips  are  bright  red,  showv. 


^ 


FioCBD  6. — Plan  for  a  city  lot.  Border 
roses  may  be  used  in  combination  with 
otjier  shrubs  in  any  of  the  clumps 
al)out  the  house  or  along  the  borders. 
Cut-flower  roses  would  be  appropriate 
in   the  garden 
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attractive,  and  persistent.  This  is  one  of  the  parents  of  some  of 
the  first  American  climbing  roses. 

Arkansas  rose. — The  Arkansas  rose  {Ro8a  arkansana)^  formerly 
included  with  R.  hlanda^  is  a  valuable  species,  native  from  Minnesota 
and  British  Columbia  to  Mexico.  Its  flowers  are  single,  pink,  some- 
times white,  in  clusters.  It  is  useful  for  covering  dry  slopes  and 
barren  places.  This  rose  is  not  widely  listed  by  nurserymen,  but 
is  a  valuable  sort  for  the  dry  regions  in  the  western  half  of  the 
coimtry  and  for  other  dry  soils. 

Svireetbrier. — The  sweetbrier  or  eglantine  {Rosa  rubiginosa)  is  an 
upright,  compact  shrub  from  Europe  that  has  run  wild  in  many 
places.  A  characteristic  spicy,  aromatic  odor  is  emitted  by  the 
young  shoots  in  damp  weather  and  from  the  leaves  when  bruised. 
The  flowers  are  single,  pink,  one  to  three  in  a  cluster;  the  hip  is 
either  orange  or  scarlet,  and  the  foliage  is  bright  and  glossy.  There 
are  many  good  crosses,  among  them  the  Penzance  hybrids. 


FiGi'RB  7. — Ro8a  rugosa  alha  In  full  bloom  In  a  clump  of  shrubbery.  Other  shrubs  in 
the  background.  These  roses  bloom  all  summer,  and  the  blooms  are  followed  by  very 
attractive  hips 

Rosa  eglanteria  or  R.  lutea. — The  Austrian  Copper,  Austrian  Yel- 
low, Persian  Yellow,  and  Harison's  Yellow  are  important  and  useful 
varieties  in  the  R.  eglanteria  or  R,  lutea  groups.  They  are  deep 
yellow,  showy,  with  green  or  greenish  winter  stems.  The  Pernetiana 
roses  are  closely  allied  to  these. 

Cabbage  rose. — The  Cabbage  rose  {Rosa  gaUica  centifolia)  is  a 
shrub  attaining  a  height  of  6  feet  which  has  only  one  blooming  sea- 
son, but  that  is  a  long  one.  The  flowers  are  double,  either  red  or 
white.  The  variegated  Provence  rose  is  closely  related.  There  are 
also  cultivated  forms  with  mossy  calyxes,  some  with  red  flowers  and 
some  with  white.  There  are  otner  moss  roses  derived  from  hybrid 
perpetuals  which  are  not  adapted  to  the  same  uses  as  Cabbage  roses. 

Damask  rose. — The  Damask  rose  (Rosa  dainascena)  is  a  round, 
compact,  5-foot  shrub  that  holds  its  foliage  late  and  bears  two  crops 
of  red  flowers. 
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Hugonis  rose. — The  Hugonis  rose  {Rosa  hugoms)  is  a  compara- 
tively recent  introduction  valuable  for  its  abundant  bright-yellow 
flowers  in  very  early  spring,  its  many  arching  stems,  bright  red  on 
the  younger  parts,  bright-red  hips  and  its  fine  airy  foliage.  It  grows 
to  a  height  of  about  6  feet  and  is  very  hardy. 

Additional  species. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  and  perhaps 
equally  desirable,  are  long  lists  of  valuable  species  offered  by  nurs- 
erymen, among  which  are  Rosa  xanttdna^  R.  sericea^  R.  spinosissitna 
altaica^  and  R.  ecae.    Each  year  sees  more  species  added  to  this  list, 

PLANTING 

The  distance  at  which  to  plant  roses  in  masses,  whether  in  clumps 
or  in  border  plantings,  will  depend  on  the  variety  and  also  on  the 
other  plants  used.  Plants  in  such  locations  should  be  so  spaced  that 
when  they  reach  maturity  they  will  come  together  without  over- 
crowding. Those  of  the  Kugosa  and  the  Austrian  Copper  groups 
should  be  given  3  feet  of  room,  and  the  hybrid  Rugosas  and  other 
kinds,  4,  6,  or  6  feet,  depending  on  the  vigor  of  growth  of  the  variety. 

The  varieties  most  used  in  landscape  planting  are  usually  priced 
by  nurserymen  according  to  size,  rather  than  age,  that  is,  according 
to  height  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  according  to  stockiness  or  weight. 
A  short,  stocky,  or  heavy  plant  is  better  than  a  taller,  light  one. 
The  roses  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  shrubbery  are  so  hardy  that 
they  should  be  treated  as  other  shrubs  in  their  respective  localities 
are  treated. 

PRUNING 

After  the  first  year,  pruning  should  consist  of  removing  dead, 
dying,  or  weak  wood,  branches  that  cross,  and  branches  with  dis- 
colored pith.  The  ends  of  branches  should  not  be  cut  off.  Many 
of  the  roses  suggested  for  border  planting  are  improved  by  having 
the  whole  top  cut  off  every  five  or  six  years,  but  usually  it  is  best  to 
cut  the  oldest  canes  clear  to  the  ground  every  two  or  three  years. 
Pruning  these  roses  in  the  summer  or  fall  would  remove  the  hips 
prematurely  and  thus  rob  the  plants  of  much  of  their  winter  at- 
tractiveness. 

PROTECTION  AND  CULTURE 

Such  roses  need  winter  protection  only  under  extremely  trjdng 
conditions.  In  the  dry  plains  area,  if  tne  autumn  has  been  dry, 
a  good  mulching  after  a  thorough  soaking  of  the  soil  should  be  given 
the  first  winter.  The  roses  should  be  kept  cultivated  for  two  or  three 
years.  After  this,  if  the  fallen  leaves  are  allowed  to  remain  under 
the  plants  they  will  constitute  a  mulch  sufficient  to  discourage  weed& 
It  may  be  desirable  to  add  a  little  mulch  until  a  good  cover  is  estab- 
lished. After  two  or  three  years  fertilizer  should  be  applied  to  these 
shrubs  only  when  there  appears  to  be  a  weakening  of  tne  growth. 

SPRAYING 

Only  occasionally  do  these  roses  need  spraying.  When  the  need  is 
discovered  they  should  be  given  the  required  treatment  immediately. 
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PROPAGATION 

All  of  these  roses  may  be  propagated  from  seed,  and  many  may 
also  be  propagated  in  other  ways,  especially  from  suckers,  as  well  as 
from   hardwood   cuttings,  by   layering, 
budding,  and  grafting. 

ROSES  FOR  THE  ARBOR  AND  TRELLIS 

Climbing  roses  are  used  for  covering 
pillars  (fig.  8),  porches,  arbors,  per- 
golas, summerhouses,  walls,  fences,  and 
banks.  Those  that  do  not  grow  more 
than  6  to  8  feet  high  are  spoken  of 
as  pillar  roses,  while  the  more  vigorous 
ones  are  called  climbers  or  ramblers, 
depending  somewhat  upon  their  parent- 
age. With  a  few  exceptions  these  roses 
have  but  one  period  of  bloom,  which 
lasts  one,  or  at  most  two  weelK.  The 
fohage  provides  the  ornamental  effect 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season;  there- 
fore a  rose  with  healthy,  vigorous  foli- 
age, not  subject  to  disease  or  insect 
attacks,  is  desirable.  A  healthy  rose  is 
especially  attractive  on  or  close  to  a 
house.  Where  shade  is  desired  through- 
out the  summer,  other  climbers  are 
preferable  to  roses  because  of  the  severe 
pruning  which  the  roses  require  in  early 
summer.  Roses  are  not  climbing  plants 
in  the  same  sense  as  grapevines  or  morn- 
ing-glories. They  have  no  tendrils  and 
do  not  support  themselves  by  twining. 
Therefore  it  is  necessary  to  train  and  tie 
the  canes  as  they  grow. 

SPECIES  AND  VARIETIES 

The  varieties  of  climbing  roses  be- 
long to  several  groups,  with  many  inter- 
mediate kinds.    Multiflora  roses,  usually 

spoken  of  as  hardy  climbers,  or  ramblers,  ^'^^^se  ^(cr^tii(te**"s°o1ipert™  *"*^ 
are   reasonabljr  hardy  as  far  north   as 

Nebraska,  Ohio,  central  Pennsylvania,  and  southern  New  England. 
They  flower  in  clusters  and  are  vigorous  growers,  although  many  are 
subject  to  mildew  and  to  insect  attack. 

The  Wichuraiana  or  Memorial  rose  has  small,  dark,  glossy,  almost 
evergreen  foliage,  resistant  to  disease  and  insects.  Its  blossoms  are 
single  and  white,  followed  by  bright  hips.  Many  hybrids  have  been 
introduced;  most  of  them  retain  the  desirable  foliage  characteristics 
of  the  parent  while  differing  greatly  in  their  blossoms.  Bright  hips, 
which  persist  through  the  winter,  follow  the  blossoms  on  the  single 
varieties  if  the  bushes  are  not  pruned. 
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The  climbing  tea  roses  are  pillar  roses  and  retain  some  of  the 
tea-rose  habits,  blooming  more  or  less  continuously  throughout  the 
season. 

Roses  of  the  climbing  Noisette  group,  represented  by  Marechal 
Niel,  Lamarque,  and  other  varieties,  are  suitable  for  culture  only 
where  the  winter  temperature  seldom  falls  to  10°  F. 

Roses  of  the  Laevigata  group,  represented  by  the  Cherokee,  re- 
quire as  warm  a  climate  as  do  the  Noisette  roses. 

SOIL  AND  PLANTING 

Climbing  roses  should  be  planted  in  good-sized  holes  filled  with 
good  garden  soil  mixed  with  rotted  manure.  The  body  of  good  soil 
available  for  a  climbing  rose  should  be  enough  to  fill  a  hole  8  feet 
square  and  30  inches  deep.  If  the  roots  can  spread  indefinitely,  a 
good  soil  10  inches  deep  may  be  satisfactory.    Tne  drainage  must  be 

food,  as  already  stated,  and  the  planting  must  be  careiully  done, 
'he  roses  should  not  be  planted  closer  than  6  feet  apart. 

PRUNING 

The  Wichuraiana  and  hardy  climbing  roses  should  be  pruned 
just  after  they  have  bloomed.  At  this  time  young  shoots  will  have 
started  from  the  roots.  The  growth  of  these  shoots  should  be  en- 
couraged because  from  them  are  produced  the  branches  that  bear 
the  following  year's  bloom.  The  best  way  is  to  remove  all  old 
wood  at  this  time,  so  that  all  the  strength  will  go  into  the  young 
shoots.  Where  the  roses  are  trained  over  a  trellis  so  high  that  one 
season's  growth  will  not  cover  it,  the  method  of  pruning  just  de- 
scribed is  not  practicable.  In  such  cases  some  of  the  old  shoots 
should  be  cut  off  at  the  ground,  and  an  equal  number  of  new  ones 
should  be  permitted  to  replace  them.  The  others  should  be  short- 
ened to  where  there  are  new  side  shoots  starting  at  a  proper  height 
to  recover  the  support.  A  few  vigorous  branches  are  more  desirable 
than  a  large  number  of  weak  ones. 

In  the  spring  any  weak  branches  may  be  removed,  and  the  ends  of 
some  of  the  others  may  be  shortened^  but  comparatively  little  should 
be  taken  off.  Figure  9  shows  climbing  roses  after  the  spring  prun- 
ing. The  left-hand  panel  of  Figure  10  shows  the  same  roses  in 
bloom,  while  Figure  11  shows  the  same  plants  six  weeks  after  bloom- 
ing, all  the  wood  shown  in  Figure  9  having  been  cut  away  as  soon  as 
the  blooms  faded.  The  wood  seen  in  Figure  11  is  of  the  current 
season's  growth.  Blooms  on  the  Multiflora  and  Wichuraiana  roses 
and  their  hybrids  will  be  on  shoots  from  last  year's  wood,  and  every 
bud  removed  reduces  the  number  of  blooms.  This  method  of  prun- 
ing removes  most  of  the  foliage  just  after  blooming  and  leaves  the 
trellises  without  covering  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer. 

A  climbing  hybrid  Noisette  such  as  the  Marechal  Niel  should  be 
trained  to  one  good  strong  cane  with  the  side  shoots  cut  back  to  about 
three  eyes.  Tlie  main  cane  can  be  renewed  occasionally.  The  Chero- 
kee rose  should  be  treated  like  the  border  roses,  only  dying  or  crossing 
branches  being  pruned.  Every  few  years  it  may  be  cut  back  severely 
and  allowed  to  start  again. 
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Climbing  hybrid  tea  roses  bloom  more  or  less  constantly  through- 
out the  season  and  bear  their  flowers  on  growth  of  the  current  year 
growing  from  wood  of  any  age.  Therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to 
guard  growths  of  the  previous  season  in  order  to  have  flowers,  but 
it  is  necessary  to  thin  out  much  of  the  weakest  wood,  leaving  only 
those  growths  located  most  suitably  for  the  decorative  effect  desired. 

PROTECTION 

In  the  northern  sections  where  roses  are  likely  to  winterkill  it  is 
necessary  to  protect  climbing  roses.  Wrapping  the  bushes  in  straw 
is  effective  it  the  cold  is  not  too  great,  but  is  somewhat  unsightly. 


FlorRB  9. — Climbing  (Dorothy  Perkins)   roses  after  spring  pruning 

It  permits  keeping  the  vines  nearly  in  their  summer  positions.  A 
surer  method  is  to  lay  the  vines  down,  cover  them  with  earth,  and 
after  the  earth  is  frozen  add  a  layer  of  straw  or  manure.  This 
covering  must  be  removed  in  the  spring  as  soon  as  freezing  is  over. 
Trellises  or  supports  hinged  near  the  ground  so  that  they  can  be 
laid  down  in  winter  facilitate  this  protection. 

SPRAYING,   CULTIVATION,  AND   PROPAGATION 

Special  care  is  required  in  spraying  climbing  roses,  since  they  are 
susceptible  to  insect  and  disease  attack  and  are  usually  planted  in 
conspicuous  positions  where  slight  imperfections  are  particularly 
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visible.  They  often  seem  more  subject  to  disease  when  planted  next 
to  buildings  than  when  planted  in  more  open  locations.  This  may  be 
because  of  restricted  air  circulation  or  to  the  injurious  eflFects  of 


Figure   10. — Dorothy  Perkins  roses  in   bloom.     The   left-hand   panel  shows  the  same 
bushes  illustrated  in  Figure  0,  as  they  appeared  later 

reflection  of  light  and  heat  from  the  buildings.  Many  of  the  spray- 
ing materials  used  on  roses  are  injurious  to  the  surfaces  of  buildings, 
so  care  should  be  exercised  in  their  use. 


Ii'iGURE  11. — The  same  roses  shown  in  Figures  9  and  10  after  the  blooming  season.  All 
the  bent  stems  seen  in  Figure  9  and  all  the  flowering  wood  seen  in  Figure  10  have 
been  removed,  and  what  is  shown  here  is  the  young  growth  made  during  the  current 
season 

The  area  occupied  by  the  roots  of  climbing  roses  should  be  kept 
free  from  weeds,  and  they  should  be  fed  liberally  each  year. 
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These  roses  are  usually  propagated  from  hardwood  or  greenwood 
cutting  or  by  budding  on  stocks  of  some  form  of  Rosa  mvltiflora^ 
includmg  plants  of  the  named  varieties  grown  from  cuttings.  Home 
gardeners  often  grow  these  roses  under  jars  as  has  been  described. 


ROSES  FOR  CUT  FLOWERS 


Roses  that  are  especially  grown  for  cut  flowers  require  special 
attention  and  care  to  be  successful.  Their  appropriate  place  is  in 
the  flower  garden  or  in  a  secluded  bed  of  their  own,  as  shown  in 
Figure  12.  They  need  more  room  and  more  cultivation  than  plants 
adapted  to  border  planting.     For  ease  of  cultivation,  for  accessi- 


FiGURB  12. — ^Farm  home  grounds,  showing  possible  location  for  roses.  Border  roses 
would  be  appropriate  with  other  shrubs  in  any  of  the  clumps  Indicated,  oither  near 
the  house  or  along  the  borders  of  the  lawns.  Cut-flower  roses  would  be  appropriate 
either  in  their  own  beds  in  the  flower  garden  or  in  the  cut-flower  garden 

bility  in  gathering  blooms,  for  effectiveness  in  treating  insect  and 
fungus  attacks,  and  to  reduce  root  competition,  it  is  desirable  that 
these  roses  be  grouped  in  beds  specially  arranged  for  them.  Like 
other  flowers  designed  primarily  to  be  cut,  they  have  an  important 
place  on  the  home  lot,  but  that  place  is  in  a  special  garden  or  in  a 
subordinate  location  in  the  general  planting  scheme,  and  they  should 
not  be  used  for  lawn  planting. 

DESIRABLE  VARIETIES 

Hybrid  perpetuals,  hybrid  teas,  teas.  Bourbons,  and  Chinas  or 
Bengals,  are  especially  suitable  for  producing  cut  flowere.  There  is 
a  multitude  of  varieties,  so  that  everyone  should  be  able  to  find  some 
to  his  liking. 
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The  hybrid  perpetual  roses  (fig.  13)  usually  bloom  only  in  the 
early  summerj  but  sometimes  bloom  a  second  time  if  thoroughly 
pruned,  especially  if  given  a  midsummer  check  by  dry  weather. 
They  are  the  hardiest  of  the  cut-flower  roses  and  the  only  ones  to 
be  relied  upon  in  the  colder  parts  of  the  country  and  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  dry-land  region.  The  map  (fig.  14)  indicates  the 
region  where  these  roses  are  most  useful.  In  warmer  sections  with 
plenty  of  moisture  the  hybrid  teas  are  more  desirable. 

The  hybrid  tea  roses  (fig  15),  when  properly  treated,  bloom  from 
spring  until  cold  weather.  Many  of  the  varieties  succeed  north 
of  the  area  marked  for  them.  They  will  succeed  on  the  southern 
portions  of  the  Great  Plains  if  irrigated,  but  are  not  adapted  to 
unirrigated  sections  of  that  region. 

Tea  roses  are  more  tender  than  hybrid  teas.  Although  some  of 
them  are  weak  growers^  they  are  most  attractive.  One  writer  de- 
scribes them  as  "  the  spoiled  child  of  the  rose  family."    They  succeed 


Figure  13. — A  bed  of  hybrid  perpetual  roses   (Frau  Karl  Druschld) 

well  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  and  on  the  fttsifie 
coast.  These  and  the  hybrid  teas  are  the  most  satisfactory  roees  in 
the  regions  where  they  succeed. 

The  China  or  Bengal  rose  is  one  of  the  forms  from  which  a  pMt 
many  of  the  garden  roses  have  been  developed.  But  few  of -^gie 
varieties  are  now  offered  by  nurserymen.  ■.,^^. 

The  Bourbon  rose  is  best  known  through  the  variety  SouTead^de 
la  Malmaison,  which  in  hardiness  compares  favorably  wiftj^pe 
hybrid  teas.  .  ;/." 

The  Pernetiana  roses  are  a  comparatively  new  group  pro4i3^l^!Bi3|^: 
an  admixture  of  China  roses  with  some  of  the  hybrid  teas.  Tli<9^' 
probably  more  subject  to  black  spot,  or  at  least  to  the  loss  of  ^ 
leaves  in  hot  weather  in  the  warmer  sections  of  the  country,  than  lire 
the  better  hybrid  teas.  There  are  literally  hundreds  of  varieties  .of 
these  roses  (teas,  hybrid  teas,  and  Pernetiana)  and  large  numb^ 
are  being  introduced  each  year,  but  only  about  1  in  10  is  really  satis- 
factory in  any  one  locality.  Near-by  growers  or  nurserymen,  fa- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


ROSES  FOB  THE   HOME  25 


F*iocRB   14. — Outline  map   of  the   United   States,   showing  the  classes   of   roses  best 
adapted  for  cut-flower  purposes  in  the  different  sections 


FiouBE  15. — A  hybrid  tea  rose  (White  Maman  Cochet) 
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miliar  with  local  conditions,  should  be  consulted  before  varieties  are 
selected.  The  larger  rose-growing  firms  can  make  reasonably  safe 
suggestions  for  any  locality  if  given  full  information  on  location, 
exposure,  kind  of  soil,  and  other  local  factors. 

SOILS 

Most  of  these  roses  are  successful  on  a  wide  range  of  soils,  although 
they  do  best  on  soils  with  much  clay.  Hybrid  tea  roses  thrive  on 
lighter  land  than  do  the  hybrid  perpetuals,  and  the  tea  roses  will 
thrive  on  light  sandy  loam  if  it  is  well  fertilized  with  suitable 
manures. 

FERTILIZERS 

Cut-flower  roses  especially  need  cow  manure.  It  is  so  important 
that  some  greenhouse  growers  of  these  roses  maintain  their  own 
dairies  for  the  sake  of  the  manure.  Well-prepared  compost  and 
stockyard  cattle  manure  are  the  best  substitutes.  Applications  of 
liquia  manure  at  intervals  during  the  summer  produce  the  best  re- 
sults. Cow  manure  stirred  in  water  and  allowed  to  soak  for  a  few 
days  and  then  diluted  before  being  applied,  is  probably  best.  Sub- 
stitutes are  nitrate  of  soda  or  sulphate  ammonia,  dissolved  at  the 
rate  of  1  ounce  to  1  gallon  of  water.  A  pint  of  this  solution  is 
applied  about  each  bush  and  the  application  is  followed  immediately 
by  a  good  watering.  A  pint  of  this  solution  can  be  added  to  3  gal- 
lons of  water  and  applied  in  this  way.  Such  stimulation  should  be 
repeated  monthly  from  the  time  the  first  roses  open  until  10  weeks 
beiore  freezing  weather  is  expected. 

PLANTING 

In  recent  years  growers  of  cut-flower  roses  have  been  divided  into 
two  strongly  partisan  groups,  one  contending  that  own-root  roses 
grow  nearly  as  freely  as  do  grafted  roses  and  are  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  being  starved  by  sprouts  from  the  stock,  the  other  group  as- 
serting that  grafted  or  budded  roses  are  more  vigorous  and  that  a 
little  attention  would  keep  the  sprouting  of  the  stock  in  check. 
Recent  investigations  seem  to  indicate  that,  as  a  rule,  the  grafted  and 
budded  roses  grow  a  little  more  vigorously,  at  least  during  the  first 
few  years,  and  that  there  is  little  trouble  with  the  sprouting  of 
stocks  now  used. 

Budded  roses,  as  usually  sold,  have  a  1-year-old  head  on  either 
1-year-old  or  2-year-old  stocks.  Such  plants  are  large  enough  to 
produce  good  results  the  first  season  after  they  are  planted.  Flants 
a  year  older,  or  extra  heavy,  can  usually  be  obtained.  Own-root 
hybrid  perpetuals,  hybrid  teas,  and  teas  are  offered  by  nurserymen  as 
1-year-old,  2-year-old,  or  sometimes  as  3-year-old  plants.  Plants  1 
year  old  are  sold  from  small  pots,  to  be  planted  with  the  ball  of  soil. 
These  plants  are  small,  and  require  careful  nursing  the  first  year  after 
they  are  planted.  Own-root  plants  2  years  old,  although  usually 
smaller  than  budded  plants  with  1-year-old  heads,  may  be  expected  to 
produce  a  good  display  of  flowers  the  first  season  after  they  are 
planted. 

Hybrid  perpetual  roses  should  be  set  from  2  to  3  feet  apart,  de- 
pending on  the  vigor  of  growth  and  the  locality.    In  the  regicMis 
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indicated  on  the  map  (fig.  14)  as  having  to  depend  mostly  on  these 
roses  for  cut  flowers.  80  inches  is  probably  far  enough  apart  when 
the  roses  are  primed  for  individual  blossoms. .  When  the  greatest 
mass  of  bloom  is  wanted,  the  vigorous  ones  had  better  be  8  feet 
apart.  In  the  South  they  should  be  slightly  farther  apart ;  but  be- 
cause most  of  them  bloom  only  once  during  the  season,  or  at  most 
only  in  the  spring  and  fall,  such  roses  are  neglected  there  in  favor 
of  kinds  more  desirable  for  the  region. 

Tea  roses  should  be  planted  from  18  to  80  inches  apart,  depending 
on  the  vigor  of  growth  and  the  proposed  treatment,  18  to  24  inches 
probably  t)eing  aoout  right  for  cut  flowers. 

The  hybrid  tea  roses  have  even  a  greater  range  of  character  of 
growth  than  the  other  kinds  discussed,  and  the  proper  distance 
for  planting  is  correspondingly  variable,  ranging  from  20  inches  to 
3  feet,  and  being  greatest  in  the  warmer  regions  where  the  roses 
get  an  abundance  of  water  and  smallest  where  they  are  retarded  in 
growth  bv  cold  winters  or  dry  summers. 

The  China  and  Bourbon  roses  should  be  planted  about  as  far 
apart  as  the  hybrid  perpetuals,  and  the  Pernetianas  as  the  hybrid 
teas. 

Dormant  cut-flower  roses,  when  set,  should  be  cut  back  severelv, 
leaving  only  two  or  three  stems  with  four  or  five  eyes  on  eacn. 
This  will  leave  them  6  inches  or  less  in  length. 

If  the  planting  is  done  in  the  fall,  m  regions  where  there  is 
freezing  weather  or  severely  drying  winds,  earth  should  be  mounded 
about  uie  plant  (fig.  3),  to  protect  it  during  the  winter;  in  the 
spring  the  earth  should  he  leveled  down  so  that  the  plant  is  covered 
to  a  normal  depth. 

Potted  roses  should  require  no  pruning. 

PRUNING 

To  obtain  individual  blossoms  of  greatest  perfection,  as  well  as 
to  secure  a  succession  of  bloom,  severe  pruning  is  necessary.  When 
a  large  number  of  blooms,  even  though  of  smaller  size,  is  the  aim, 
the  pruning  is  less  severe.  Where  the  greatest  amount  of  bloom  is 
desired,  without  regard  to  the  size  or  quality  of  the  individual 
flowers,  the  least  pruning  is  done. 

Pruning  should  be  done  as  soon  as  freezing  weather  is  over.  In 
regions  where  roses  never  suffer  from  cold  it  may  be  done  in  the 
fail.  All  weak  wood  and  crossing  branches  should  be  removed 
every  year.  For  fine  specimen  blooms  on  hybrid  perpetuals  the 
remaining  shoots  should  be  shortened  to  four  or  five  eyes.  Figure 
16  shows  unpruned  hybrid  perpetuals  and  Figure  17  the  same 
bushes  pruned  for  individual  blooms.  For  the  greatest  mass  of 
bloom  only  one-third  to  one-half  the  length  of  the  shoots  should  be 
cut  away. 

In  regions  where  cold  sometimes  iniures  roses,  teas  and  their  hy- 
brids should  be  trimmed  later  than  the  other  classes,  or  as  growth 
starts.  Thev  should  be  trimmed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  nybrid 
perpetuals,  but  because  their  growth  is  usually  more  delicate  they 
will  look  much  smaller  when  the  work  is  done.  The  strongest- 
growing  roses  should  not  be  cut  so  short  as  the  weaker  ones.  When 
overpruned  the  tendency  of  the  plants  is  to  grow  rather  than  to 
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bloom,  and  a  few  varieties  will  not  stand  the  extremely  close  prun- 
ing described.    When   pruned   for  specimen   blooms  the  teas    and 

hybrid  teas  will 
be  only  6  inches 
to  1  foot  high. 
Figure  18  shows 
an  unpnmed  hy- 
brid tea,  while 
Figure  19  shows 
the  same  bush 
pruned  for  indi- 
vidual blooms. 
China  and  moss 
roses  should  be 
treated  the  same 
as  the  teas  and 
hybrid  teas,  ex- 
cept that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  cut 
them  quite  so 
closely.  Bourbon 
roses  should  have 
only  half  the 
length  of  the 
shoots  removed. 
Summer  pruning 
is  desirable. 

Wlien   a   flower 

is  cut  from  a  tea 

rose  or  other  per- 

petual  bloomer, 

^_  ^^    -v.__  ^  ^^-^-S'**-*^  only  two  or  three 

strong:  eves  of  the 

PiouBE  16. — Unpruned  hybrid  perpetual  roses:  Ololre  de  TExpo-        x  ^        _?« 

sitlon  de  Bruxellos  (at  right)  and  Frau  Karl  Druschki  (at  left)     CUrreUt         SCaSOU  S 

growth  of  that 
branch  should  be  left  on  the  plant.  This  should  give  the  roses 
very  long  stems.  Figure  20  is  the  same  plant  shown  in  Figure 
19  as  it  appeared  the  next  June.  It  will  seem  like  destroying 
the  bush  to  take  off  so  much, 
but  if  the  object  is  the  pro- 
duction of  roses,  cutting  away 
the  surplus  wood  will  attain 
the  desired  end.  If  the  spring 
pruning  has  not  been  suffici- 
ently severe,  the  plant  is  likely 
to  have  the  characteristics 
shown  in  Figure  21,  long, 
naked  stalks  and  short  stems 
to  the  flowers.  With  this  char- 
acter of  growth  only  one 
strong  leaf  bud  should  be  left 
on  the  branch  when  the  flower 
is  cut,  in  order  to  stimulate  as  much  growth  as  possible  from  the 
base  of  the  plant. 


WW-' 


Figure  17. — Hybrid   perpetual   roses   prnned 
for  individual  blooms.     These  are  the 
bushes  shown  in  Figure  16 
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The  greatest  temptation  to  leave  wood  is  where  there  are  two  or 
more  buds  on  one  branch,  some  being  small  when  the  terminal 
bud  is  open.  This  temptation  to  follow  a  bad  practice  can  be  avoided 
by  pinching  off  all  siae  shoots  after  a  bud  has  formed  on  the  end 
of  a  branch.     This  prevents  the  formation  of  two  or  more  buds 

on  one  stalk.  Such  summer  prun- 
ing will  encourage  additional 
blooms  on  varieties  which  bloom 
more  than  once  a  year. 

Where  winter  protection  is  nec- 
essary it  is  desirable  to  cut  back 
the  tops  in  the  fall  to  within  30 
inches  or  less  of  the  ground,  so  the 
bushes  may  be  covered  more  easily. 
This  should  be  followed  in  the 
spring  by  the  regular  pruning.  The 
long  stems  left  in  this  fall  pruning 
help  to  hold  the  winter  mulch  from 
blowing  away  and  from  packing  too 
closely.  They  are  also  long  enough 
to  allow  considerable  winterkilling 
and  yet  have  sufficient  eyes  left  to 
insure  ample  growth  for  the  next 
season's  bloom. 


^lA-r^ 


FiGUBB    18. — Hybrid    tea    rose    (Radiance) 
pruning 


riouRE     10. — A     hybrid     tea    rose 
(Radiance)  after  pruning  for  lu- 
be fore       dividual     blooms.     This    is    the 
same  bush  shown  in  Figure  18 


PROTECTION 


Cut-flower  roses  need  winter  protection  in  the  northern  half  of 
the  country.  This  is  best  provided  by  banking  earth  up  about  the 
plants  to  a  height  of  a  foot  or  more,  especially  if  the  mound  is  cov- 
ered well  with  manure  after  the  ground  freezes.  Coarse  manure, 
straw,  or  leaves  may  be  applied  after  the  banking  already  described. 
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Evergreen  boughs,  or  even  branches  from  deciduous  plants,  are 
often  helpful  in  holding  the  other  materials  in  place,  besides  being 
a  protection  in  themselves.  Individual  specimens  are  often  wrapped 
in  straw  or  straw  and  burlap.  The  mulching  materials  are  some- 
times used  without  banking  the  plants,  but  there  is  danger  of  trouble 
from  mice  if  straw  or  strawy  manure  is  used,  especially  during 
hard  winters.  This  danger  is  minimized  by  banking  earth  about 
the  plants  before  mulch  mg.  The  earth  cover  must  be  promptly 
removed  in  early  spring,  as  soon  as  danger  of  freezing  is  past. 

Cut-flower  roses  thrive  best  when  not  exposed  to  strong  winds, 
even  in  sunmier.  For  that  reason  it  is  desirable  that  they  be  pro- 
tected. Shrubbery 
borders^  evergreen 
plantations,  and 
sometimes  even 
fences  covered  by 
roses  or  other  vines 
will  make  satisfac- 
tory windbreaks. 

CULTIVATION 

Cut  -  flower  roses 
should  have  the 
ground  entirely  to 
themselves.  They 
should  not  be 
planted  among  other 
plants  nor  have 
other  plants  between 
them,  not  even  pan- 
sies  or  other  low- 
growing  herbs. 
They  need  clean  cul- 
tivation throughout 
the  season  every 
year.  If  room  per- 
mits, and  if  a  large 
number  of  roses  are 
being  grown,  they 
can  be  more  econom- 
ically handled  in  rows  sufficiently  far  apart  for  horse  cultivation. 
Cultivation  should  begin  early  and  continue  till  within  six  weeks  of 
the  dormant  season. 

At  the  first  cultivation  in  spring  the  manure  of  the  winter  mulch 
should  be  worked  into  the  soil,  or  a  good  coating  of  manure  should  be 
applied  if  there  is  no  mulch.  The  first  working  should  be  deep,  to  in- 
corporate the  manure  with  the  soil.  Later  cultivations  should  be  grad- 
ually shallower  until  just  deep  enough  to  maintain  a  surface  mulch. 
Where,  because  of  mild  weather,  roses  have  only  a  short  winter 
check,  and  are  grown  under  irrigation  part  of  the  year,  it  is  condu- 
cive to  better  results  to  check  their  growth  in  the  dry  season  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  by  drying  them  and  forcing  them  to  rest. 


Figure  20. — The  same  rose  shown  in  Figures  18  and  19 
as  seen  at  bloomini?  time.  Two  blooms  were  cut  from 
this  bush  three  days  before  the  picture  was  taken.  The 
remaining  blooms  should  be  cut  under  the  foliage,  near 
the  ground,  where  the  stems  are  hidden 
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Where  growth  is  not  satisfactory  and  some  plants  do  not  seem  to 
take  hold  so  well  as  others,  the  application  of  a  diluted  liquid  manure 
often  stimulates  a  plant  and  starts  it  to  growing  well. 

SPRAYING 

Cut-flower  roses  appear  to  be  especially  susceptible  to  insect  and 
disease  attack  and  lack  of  perfection  is  especially  noticeable  as 
flowers  and  foliage  are  brought  into  the  house  where  every  defect  is 
subject  to  close  scrutiny.  For  these  reasons  careful  and  persistent 
spraying  or  dusting  is  important.  It  should  begin  with  the  dor- 
mant sprays  and 
continue  well  into 
the  fall. 

PROPAGATION 

Cut  -  flower  roses 
are  chiefly  grown 
from  gi'eenwood  cut- 
tings and  bv  bud- 
ding and  grafting  on 
forms  of  lioaa  mtUtf- 
flora,  R.  manetti,  and 
Gloire  des  Roso- 
manes  {Ragged 
Robin),  although  R, 
rugosa  and  other 
stocks  are  used  and  it 
may  be  found  that 
stocks  little  used  at 
present  may  be  bet- 
ter suited  to  special 
conditions,  as  in  the 
South  or  on  soils 
tending  toward  al- 
kali, than  stocks  now 
being  used.  Home 
gardeners  often  grow 
these    roses    under 

•^_       ^^ :_,,  i„       Figure  21. — A   hyrld   tea   rose    (Killoruey)    on   which   the 

jars,      as      preVlOUSlJ  stems  were  left  too  long  in  pruning 

described,  and  there 

is  no  reason  why  more  amateur  gardeners  should  not  leam  to  bud 

roses  for  their  own  gardens. 

ROSES  FOR  OTHER  ORNAMENTAL  PURPOSES 
BEDDING 

It  is  often  desirable  to  plant  roses  in  beds  or  masses  to  obtain 
the  decorative  effect  of  bloom  during  a  long  season.  "Wliere  it  is 
practicable  to  cultivate  the  roses  regularly  and  to  spray  thoroughly 
and  often,  success  may  be  achieved. 

SPECIES   AND  VARIETIES 

There  are  a  few  kinds  of  roses  that  are  well  adapted  to  bedding 
but  these  kinds  include  a  large  number  of  varieties. 
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Dwarf  Polyantha  rose.— The  Baby  Rambler  {Rosa  polyantha) 
roses  comprise  a  group  which  includes  a  large  number  of  varieties 
having  dwarf  habit  (1  to  2  feet  mostly),  with  many  shades  of  white, 
pink,  and  red,  the  flowers  borne  freely  in  clusters  throughout  the 
season.     They  are  very  useful  for  low  bedding. 

Several  of  the  roses  described  as  suitable  for  cut  flowers  are  also 
excellent  for  bedding.  These  include  many  of  the  hardier,  free- 
blooming  hybrid  teas  and  the  Chinas. 

Many  of  the  bush  Noisette  roses  are  also  excellent,  as  are  also  the 
Rugosa  roses  and  their  hybrids. 

They  should  be  planted  about  2  feet  apart,  fed  liberally,  and 
pruned  moderately  but  regularly.    If  the  hips  could  be  clipped  as  the 

flowers  fall  it  would 
be  beneficial,  but 
often  this  is  not 
practicable.  When 
planted  in  large 
beds  it  is  sometimes 
better  to  set  the 
larger -growing 
lands  30  inches 
apart. 

HEDGES 

Roses  are  some- 
times desired  as  a 
hedge,  but  they  are 
not  so  well  adapted 
to  this  purpose  as 
are  many  other 
plants.     Climbing 

FiGiEE   22.— A   fence   covered   with    climbing   roses    (Tan-  TOSCS    make    an    CX- 

sendschQn    and    Philadelphia    Rambler    in    alternation).  CCUent    COVer    for    a 

The   most   pleasing  effect   is   usually   obtained    by    using  £^^^^      „„     r\^^.^^     ;« 

a  single  variety  of  rose  for  decoration  of  this  sort  ICnce,    aS    snown    \U 

Figure  22.  The 
brier  roses  make  a  good  hedge  if  severely  and  frequently  pruned, 
but  most  roses  are  neither  sufficiently  compact  nor  suflSciently 
branched  to  make  a  really  good  hed^e.  The  Rugosa  rose  (fig.  23) 
makes  a  handsome  summer  barrier,  but  is  so  poorly  branched  that 
even  in  summer  it  does  not  give  protection  against  small  animals, 
and  in  winter  it  does  not  have  a  hedgelike  appearance.  It  may  be 
found  that  some  of  the  untried  rose  species  will  be  valuable  for  this 
purpose. 

Hedges  need  to  be  closely  pruned.  This  is  probably  best  done  twice 
a  year,  in  the  winter  or  spring  and  again  after  flowering  tiine, 
pruning  severely  for  outline  and  compactness. 

Most  so-called  rose  hedges  are  rows  of  cut-flower  roses,  usually 
pruned  for  masses  of  flowers,  with  little  of  the  appearance  of  ft 
hedge  except  when  they  are  at  the  height  of  bloom.  Where  a  few 
w^eeKs'  appearance  of  barriers  is  all  that  is  needed,  hybrid  perpetual 
and  hybrid  tea  roses  as  well  as  other  species  may  be  used  for  this 
purpose. 

The  hedge  should  be  planted  in  a  trench  3  feet  wide  and  2  feet 
deep,  filled  with  good,  well-enriched  soil. 
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GROUND  COVERS 


As  already  stated,  Rosa  lucida  can  be  used  for  covering  poor 
banks  with  foliage  to  a  depth  of  2  or  3  feet,  and  R,  nitida  grows  to 


FiGi'RK  23. — A  hedge  of  Rugosa  roses 


a  height  of  only  18  inches.  The  Wichuraiana,  already  mentioned  as 
a  climbing  rose,  is  a  trailing  rose  when  given  an  opportunity^,  and 
makes  a  beautiful,  almost  evergreen,  ground  cover  (fig.  24)^  with 
smallj  glossy,  dark-green  leaves.  It  is  useful  for  covering  banks, 
planting  along  the  sides  of  steps  (fig.  25),  or  for  hanging  over  rock 


FioUBE  24. — Wichuraiana  roses  used  as  a  ground  cover  in  a  parking  space 

cliffs  or  retaining  walls.  When  permitted  to  trail  it  mats  closely 
and  roots  at  every  joint.  Some  training  but  little  pruning  is  needed 
when  it  is  used  in  this  way. 
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TREE  ROSES 

A  tree  rose  (fig.  26)  is  a  bush  rose  grafted  3  feet  or  more  above 
the  ground  on  a  long,  straight  stalk  of  a  brier,  Rugosa,  or  other 


FiGi  BB   25. — A   bank    covered   by    Wlchuralana    (Memorial)    roses,   with    Rugosa    roses 
against  the  summerhouse  in  the  background 

strong-stemmed  rose.  These  bushes  are  not  very  satisfactory  in 
most  parts  of  the  United  States,  because  the  stocks  now  available 
do  not  seem  able  to  withstand  the  hot  sun  and  hot  drying  winds  of 


FiGL'RB  26. — Tree   roses   nt   Hartford,   Conn.      They   are   not   very   satisfactory   In    the 
climate  of  most  of  the  United  States 

the  climate.  In  western  Oregon  and  western  Washington  they  suc- 
ceed. Their  appropriate  use  is  only  in  connection  with  a  formal 
design,  either  in  special  gardens  or  near  buildings. 
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Agallia  aanguinolenta.    See  Leafhopper,  clover.  ^  i 

fi;razing,  management  for  control  of  alfalfa  weevil 741  14-15 

lands,  puddlirqa;  for  weevil  control 741  16 

leafhopper  control,  measures 737  5-8 

weevil — 

control  methods,  etc.,  bulletin  by  Geo.  I.  Reeves,  Philip  B. 
Miles,  Thomas  R.  Chamberlin,  Sterling  J.  Snow,  and 

Luther  J.  Bower 741  1-16 

See  alio  Weevil,  alfalfa. 

Altemaria  panax,  description  and  injury  to  ginseng 736  2-4 

Ammoniacal  copper  carbonate,  preparation  and  use  on  roses 750  33-35 

Anthracnose.  rose,  nature  and  control 750  33 

Ants,  house,  kinds  and  methods  of  control,  bullet  in  by  C.L.Marlatt.  740  1-12 

Apanteles  militaris,  enemy  oi  SLtmy  worm 731  9 

Apple  trees.  Great  Plains,  planting,  heading  back,  etc 727  1 1-27 

Applesj  varieties  for  Great  Plains 727  31-32 

Argentine  ant — 

description,  origin,  and  distribution 740  5,6-7 

displacement  of  native  ants 740  4 

Arkansas  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  4 

Army  worm — 

control  measures 731  10-12 

description,  occurrence  and  economic  importance 731  2-4 

enemies 731  9-10 

fall,  occurrence  and  migratory  habits 731  1-2 

food  plants 731  4 

history  in  United  States 731  8 

invasions,  manner,  and  seasons 731  4-5 

life  history  and  habits 731  5-8 

true — 

and  its  control,  bulletin  by  W.  R.  Walton 731  1-12 

confusion  with  other  worms 731  1-2 

Arsenate — 

lead,  use  against  rose  insects 750  30 

soda,  use  against  house  ants 740  11 

Australian  redtop.    See  Natal  grass. 

Ayers,  S.  Henry,  and  George  B.  Taylor,  bulletin  on  '*A  simple 

steam  sterilizer  for  farm  dairy  utensils" 748  1-11 

Ayrshire  cows,  grain  and  pasture  ration  for  varying  milk  production .  743  5-6 

Baits,  poison — 

for  army  worm  control,  preparation  and  use 731  10-11 

for  grasshopper  control 747  15-17 

Ball,  Carleton  R.,  and  J.  Allen  Clark,  bulletin  on  ** Marquis 

wheat" 732  1-8 

Ball,  James  S. ,  bulletin  on  "Waste  land  and  wasted  land  on  farms  " .  745  1 — 1 

Bananas,  bait  for  flies,  preparation  and  value 734  11821 

Barley — 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value 743  17 

growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  14 

growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  17-19 

Barleys,  varieties  for  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  18-19 

Basswood,  poets,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Bay,  poets,  creosoted,  durability  tebts 744  28 

Beech,  poets,  concreted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Beer,  value  as  bait  for  flies 734  10-11 

Beet,  pulp,  feed  for  cows,  value  and  preparation 743  15-16 
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B,  feed  for  dairy  COWS,  note 743  9 

Berries,  varieties  for  Great  Flams .' 727  36-38 

Birch,  poets^  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Birds,  enemies  of  army  worm 731  9-10 

BiSHOPP,  F.  C. ,  bulletin  on  "  Flytraps  and  their  operation  " 734  1-14 

Black  ant,  house  pest,  description  and  habits 740  8-9 

Blackberry,  trailing.    See  Dewberry. 

Black-rot,  sclerotinia,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  injury,  and  control. .  736  11-12 

Black-spot,  rose^  nature  and  control 750  33-34 

Blister  rust,  white-pine — 

bulletin  byPerley  Spaulding 742  1-15 

See  ai«o  White-pine  blister  rust. 

Blowflies,  breeding  places  and  trapping,  note 734  2 

Bordeaux  mixture — 

preparation  and  use  on  roses 750  32-34 

value  and  application  in  ginseng  spraying 736  19 

Bower,  Luther  J.,  and  others,  bulletin  on  ''The  alfalfa  weevil 

and  methods  of  controlling  it" 741  1-16 

Brachystola  magnaf  description,  occurrence,  and  injury  to  crops 747  3-4 

Brainerd,  W.  K.,  Helmer  Kabild,  and  H.  P.  Davis,  bulletin 

on  "The  feeding  of  dairy  cows" 743  1-23 

Bran- 
corn,  feed  for  dairy  cows 743  14 

wheat — 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value 743  13 

nature  and  nutritive  value ; 743  13 

Brann,  J.  W.,  H.  H.  Wetzel,  J.  Rosenbaum ,  and  J.  A.  McClin- 

TOCK,  bulletin  on  "Ginseng  diseases  and  tiieir  control" 736  1-23 

Breweries,  by-products,  feed  for  cows,  value 743  15 

Brewers*  grains,  nature,  nutritive  and  feeding  value  for  cows 743  15 

Bridge  timbersj  preservative  treatment 744  31 

" Broomcom  miflet^'*  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  14-15 

Buckwheat,  middling,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  nature  and  value 743  16 

Buffalo  berries,  description,  and  value  for  ureat  Plains 727  38 

Buhach,  use  against  rose  insects 750  31 

Button  clover.    See  Clover,  button. 

Cabbage  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  4 

Camnula  pelivcida,  aescription,  occurrence,  and  injury  to  crops. . .  747  6-7 

Canker,  rose,  nature  and  control 750  34 

Carbolineum,  wood  preservative,  value 744  9 

Carbon  bisulphid,  use  against  lawn  ants 740  12 

Carolina  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  5 

Carpenter  ant — 

control 740  12 

description,  ori^,  and  distribution 740  7-8 

Carrots,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  note 743  9 

Cedar,  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Cereal  crops- 
cutworms,  control,  bulletin  by  W.  R.  Walton  and  J.  J.  Davis.  739  1-4 

insects  injurious,  pubhcations  of  Department, lists <L'^  , g  2o 

publications  of  Department,  list 733  8 

relation  of  grasshopper  control,  bulletin  by  W.  R.  Walton 747  1-20 

relation  to  com  and  cotton  wireworm,  with  control  measures, 

bulletin  by  Edmund  H.  Gibson 733  1-8 

Texas  Panhandle,  bulletin  by  John  F.  Ross 738  1-16 

Cereals- 
production  in  Northern  Great  Plains,  list  of  Department  publi- 
cations   749  23 

production  in  Southern  Great  Plains,  publications  of  Depart- 
ment   738  16 

Southern  Great  Plains,  publications  of  Department 738  16 

Chambbrun,  Thomas  R.,  and  others,  bulletin  on  *'The  alfalfa 

weevil  and  methods  of  controlling  it" 741  1-16 

Cherries,  varieties  for  Great  Plains 727  33-35 

Chestnut  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 
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Chop ,  feed  for  cows,  value 743  15 

Ctrphit  unipuneta  (Ueliophila).    See  Army  wonn. 

Citrus  groves,  Natal  graas  88  smother  crop 726  12-13 

Clark,  J.  Allbn  and  Carlbton  R.  Ball,  bulletin  on  ^* Marquis 

wheat" 732  1-8 

Clover — 
button — 

bulletin  by  Roland  McKee 730  1-11 

description,  related  species,  climatic  and  soil  requirements . .  730  1-3 

pasturage,  hay,  and  green  manure,  value 7S0  4-6 

pasturing,  caution 730  4-6 

seeding,  and  growing  for  pasture  and  for  seed 730  6-7 

usee  and  value 730  4-6 

yield  of  seed,  comparison  with  toothed  bur  clover 730  8 

leafhopper,  control  in  central  States,  bulletin  by  Edmund  H. 

Gibson 737  1-8 

Coal-tar  creosotes,  wood  preservatives,  grades,  and  uses 744  7-9 

Coastal  Plain,  fertilizer  formulas 729  4-5 

Compass  chenry,  value  for  Great  Plains 727  34-35 

Componotus  hircuUanui^  descpption,  origin,  and  distribution 740  7 

Conical  hoop  flytrap,  description  and  value 734  3-6 

Com — 

cultivation,  methods  in  southeastern  States 729  13-16 

culture  in  southeastern  States,  bulletin  by  C.  H.  Kyle 729  1-20 

growing — 

cutworm  control,  and  in  other  cereal  crops,  bulletin  by 

W.  R.  Walton  and  J.  J.  Davis 739  1-^ 

in  Texas  Panhandle 738  15 

wireworm  control 733  6-7 

land,  preparation  for  crop 729  1-3 

planting,  practices  and  suggestions 729  8-13 

publications  of  Department,  list 729  20 

wireworm,  relation  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  with  control 

measures,  bulletin  by  Edmund  H.  Gibson 733  1-8 

Com-and-cob  meal,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  value 743  16 

Cotton- 
growing,  wireworm  control 733  6-7 

red  spider  injury,  nature  and  extent 735  1-3 

wireworms,  relation  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  with  control 

measures,  bulletin  by  Edmund  H.  Gibson 733  1-8 

Cottonseed  meal — 

effect  on  feeders,  caution 743  12 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value  and  use 743  14 

Cowpeas,  intercrop  for  dewberry  plantaticm 728  7 

Cows  dairv^~~ 

feeding,  bulletin  by  Helmer  Rabild,  H.  P.  Davis,  and  W.  E. 

Brainerd 743  1-23 

See  aho  Dairy  cow. 

Cracy  ant,  description,  occurrence,  and  habits 740  9 

Creosotes,  wood  preservatives,  nature  and  value 744  7-9 

Criddle  mixture,  preparation^  and  value  for  grasshopper  control 747  16-17 

Cronaniufn  rMcota.    See  White-pine  blister  rust. 

Crude  oil,  wood  preservative,  value 744  10 

Cultivators,  com,  descriptions 729  15-19 

Currant  plant,  host  of  wtdte-ntne  blister  rust 742  11 

Currants,  varieties  for  Great  rlains 727  35 

Cuttings,  rose,  selection,  treatmoit  and  care 750  27-29 

Cutworm,  western  army,  occurrence 731  2 

Cutworms- 
control  in  com  and  other  cereal  qrops,  bulletin  by  W»  R.  Wal- 
ton and  J.  J.  Davis 73i>  1-4 

destraction,  methods 739  3 

injury  to  com,  nature  and  importance 739  *    1-2 

life  history  and  habits 739  2 

poisoning,  recommendations 739  3 

Cypress  posts,  creoeoted,  durability  tests 744  28 
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Dairy- 
cow — 

feeding —  BuUetin 

biUletin  by  Helmer  Rabild,  H.  P.  Davis,  and  W.  K.  No.  Page. 

Bndnerd 743  1-3 

^rain  with  pasture ,  rations  for  varying  milk  production .  743  5-6 

individual,  suggestions 743  22-23 

quantities  of  roughage  and  grain 743  22 

siunmer 743  3-8 

winter 743  8-10 

salt  requirements 743  23 

silage  as  feed 743  9 

water  requirements,  temperature,  etc 743  23 

utensils,  farm,  steam  sterilizer,  bulletin  by  S.  Henry  Ayers  and 

George  B.  Taylor 748  1-9 

Damask  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  4 

Damping-off,  ginseng  plants,  symptoms,  cause,  and  control 736  12-14 

D  ARROW,  George  M.  ,  bulletin  on  *  *  Dewberry  cultiu«  " 728  1-19 

Davis,  H.  P.,  Hblher  Rabild,  and  W.  E.  Brainerd,  bulletin 

on  "The  feeding  of  dairycows" 743  1-23 

Davis,  J.  J.,  and  W.  R.  Walton,  bulletin  on  ** Cutworms  and  their 

control  in  com  and  other  cereal  crops  " 739  1-4 

Dewberries — 

harvesting,  and  yields 728  13-14 

hybrids  and  related  forms 728  17 

planting^  soil  requirements,  fertilizers,  etc 728  2-8 

propagation,  and  duration  of  plantation 728  15-16 

protection  and  treatment 728  13 

pruning  and  training  systems 728  8-13 

varieties,  descriptions  and  value ^ 728  16-17 

Dewberry,  culture,  bulletin  by  George  M.  Darrow 728  1-19 

Dictyophifrua  reticuiatus,  description,  occurrence,  and  injury  to  crops .  747  4 
Differential  grasshopper,  description,  occurrence,  and  damage  to 

crops 747  4 

DisaosUira^  spp.,  descriptions,  occurrence,  and  injury  to  crops 474  6, 7 

Distillers*  grains,  feed  for  cows,  value 743  15 

Donaldson,  N.  C.,  bulletin  on  *'Grains  for  the  Montana  dry  lands  " .  749  1-23 

Dra|^,  dust  mulch,  construction  and  value  in  control  of  alfalm  weevil .  741  15 
Drainage — 

ginseng  beds 736  21-^ 

rose  cvuture,  directions 750  17-18 

Dried  feeds,  nature,  and  value  for  cows 743  15-16 

Dry  farming,  Montana,  historical  notes 749  4 

Drylands — 

farming,  cereal  crops  in  Panhandle  of  Texas.... 738  2-15 

Montana,  grains  adaptable,  bulletin  by  N.  0.  Donaldson 749  1-23 

orcharding,  Great  Plains 727  1-40 

Dtirum  wheat,  description  and  comparison  with  common  wheat 749  14-15 

Dust  mulch,  use  against  alfalfa  weevil 741  15 

Eelworm,  injury  to  ginseng,  nature  and  control 736  16-17 

Eglantine,  description,  and  growth  habits 750  4 

Emmer,  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  12 

^iia»a  aimZiorw  (CAomo^otw),  occurrence 731  2 

Fallow  lands,  Montana  dry  farming,  treatment 749  6 

Farm- 
business — 

discussion 746  1-2 

nature,  comparisons  with  other  enterprises 746  1-2 

lands — 

improved,  per  cent  1910,  by  divisions  and  States 745  3-4 

unproductive^  classification 745  8 

utilization  efficiency,  discussion 745  2 

timbers,  preservative  treatment,  bulletin  by  Greorge  M.  Hunt. .  744  1-32 
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earnings,  compariBon  with  other  wage-earners 746  6 

family  earnings,  gross  and  net,  items,  studies 746  2-5 

financial  resources,  discussion 746  2-5 

income,  bulletin  by  E.  A.  Goldenweiser 746  1-8 

wages,  comparison  with  earnings  from  other  industries 746  5-6 

Fanning— 

businese,  publications  of  Department  relating  to,  list 746  8 

dry,  Montana,  historical  notes 749  4 

Texas  Panhandle,  development  and  practices 738  7-15 

Farms — 

land  utilization,  local  variations 745  16-17 

waste  land  and  wasted  land,  bulletin  by  James  S.  Ball 745  1-18 

Farmstead,  planning,  suggestions 745  4-5 

Feed- 
concentrates,  nature  and  nutritive  value 743  12-18 

gluten,  nature,  and  value  for  dairy  cows 743  14 

grain  mixtures  for  dairy  cows,  preparation,  combinations^  etc . .  743  18-22 

mixtures  for  daiyy  cows,  proportion  of  concentrates,  caution 743  12 

Feeding  dairy  cows,  buUetin  by  Helmer  Rabild,  H.  P.  Davis,  and 

W.  K.  Brainerd 743  1-23 

Feeds,  grains  and  by-products,  digestible  protein  content  of  various 

kinds 743  18-19 

Fence  rows,  farm,  economic  considerations 745  9-12 

Fences,  farm,  areas  occupied  by  various  types 745  9-12 

Fertilizers —  . 

injury  to  ginseng 736  18 

commercial,  formulas  for  com  growing 729  3-8 

com  land,  selection  and  application 729  3-8 

dewberry  culture,  selection  and  application 728  7-8 

roses,  selection  and  requirements 750  5 

Fish-oil  soap,  use  against  rose  insects 750  31 

Flax- 
growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  19-21 

seedj  selection  for  sowing,  caution 749  20 

seeding,  rate  and  date,  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  20-21 

Flies- 
baits,  preparation  and  management 734  10-13 

species  caught  in  traps 734  2 

trapping,  bait  containers 734  12 

Florida,  Na^  grass,  acreage  and  distribution 726  1-2 

Fly- 
papers, sticky,  preparation  and  value 734  12-13 

stable,  breeding  places  and  trapping,  note 734  2 

traps — 

care  and  location 734  12 

kinds,  and  operation,  bulletin  by  F.  C.  Bishopp 734  1-14 

types,  descriptions  and  operation 734  3-13 

Foraj^  crops — 

insects  injurious — 

publications,  list 739  4 

publications  of  Department,  list 747  19-20 

publications  of  Department,  list <  iq?  i 

relation  of  grasshopper  control,  bulletin  by  W.  R.  Walton 747  1-20 

relation  to  corn  and  cotton  wireworm,  with  control  measures, 

bulletin  by  Edmund  H.  Gibson 733  1-8 

Formaldehyde,  disinfection  of  ginseng  soil,  use  and  value 736  21 

Fruit- 
growing for  home  use  in  the  Great  Plains  area,  bulletin  by  H.  P. 

Gould  and  Oliver  J.  Grace 727  1-40 

plantations,  Great  Plains,  sites,  selection  and  suggestions 727  4 

trees,  heading  back,  practices  in  Great  Plains 727  12-27 

Fruits- 
growing,  publications  of  use  in  Great  Plains 727  40 

varieties  for  Great  Plains,  suggestions 727  30-39 
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growth  on  wood,  conditions  favorable,  and  injury 744  2-4 

wood-destroying,  descriptionfi  and  growth  habitfl 744  2-6 

Fungicides,  rose  disi^ises,  selection  and  application 750  32-35 

Fungous  parasites,  injury  to  roses,  remedies,  etc 750  32 

Garbage  can,  fly-trap  attachment,  description 734  7 

Chu^enia  dewberry,  description  and  value 728  16 

Gardening,  landscape,  rose  varieties  and  uses 750  2-36 

Gibson.  Edmund  H.,  bulletin  on — 

*  *  The  clover  leafhopper  and  its  control  in  the  central  States  " 737  1-8 

"The  com  and  cotton  wire  worm  in  its  relation  to  cereal  and 

forage  crops,  with  control  measures" 733  1-8 

Ginseng 

Beds,  drainage 736  21-22 

diseases  and  control,  bulletin  by  H.  H.  Whetzel,  J.  Rosenbuam, 

J.  W.  Brann,  and  J.  A.  McClmtock 736  1-23 

root  rust 736  15 

spray  injuries 736  15 

Gluten- 
feed ,  nature  and  value  for  dairy  cows 743  14 

meal,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  value  and  use 743  14 

GrOLDBNWEisBR,  E.  A.,  bulletin  on  "The  farmer's  income  " 746  1-8 

Gooseberries,  varieties  for  Great  Plains 727  S6 

Goosebenrv  plant,  host  of  white-pine  blister  rust 742  11 

Gould,  H.  P.,  and  Oliver,  J.  Grace,  bulletin  on  "Growing  fruit 

for  home  use  in  the  Great  Plains  area" 727  1-40 

Grace,  Oliver  J.,  and  H.  P.  Gould,  bulletin  on  "Growing  fruit 

for  home  use  in  the  Great  Plains  area" 727  *  40 

Grain — 

cutting  with  header,  advantages  in  Montana 749  8 

sorghums,  production  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  15 

Grains,  Montana  dry  lands,  bulletin  by  N .  0.  Donaldson 749  1-23 

Grapes,  growing  in  Great  Plains 727  38-39 

Grass — 

land ,  preparation  for  com  crop,  cutworm  control 739  2-3 

lands,  leafhopper  control 737  6-8 

Natal.    See  Natal  grass. 

"Grass  worm,*'  occurrence  and  migratory  habits 731  1-2 

Grasshopper — 

control  in  relation  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  bulletin  by  W.  R. 

Walton 747  1-20 

enemies,  and  control  measures 747  10-12 

life  history  and  habits 747  8-9 

outbreaks,  conditions  favorable 747  7-8 

Grasshoppers,  species  injurious  to  cereals  and  forage  crops,  descrip- 
tions and  occurrence 747  3-7 

Great  Plains- 
climatic  features,  relation  to  fruit  growing,  etc 727  4-7 

frost-free  periods 727  5-6 

fruit  growing  for  home  use,  bulletin  by  H.  P.  Gould  and  Oliver 

J .  Grace 727  1-40 

location,  extent,  and  area 727  2-3 

Southem,  cereal  production,  publications  of  Department 738  16 

Greenhouses,  lumber,  preservative  treatment 744  32 

Gum  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  81 

"Gut  slime,"  bait  for  flies,  value 734  21 

Hail,  injury  to  orchards  in  Great  Plains 727        6,28-30 

Harrow,  com  cultivator,  description 729  14 

Harvest  ants,  origin  ana  distribution 740  3-4 

Harvesting-^ 

dewberries,  practices 728  13-14 

grain,  Montana  dry-land  crops,  practices  and  suggestions 749  7-10 

Hawaiian  redtop.    See  Natal  grass. 
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Hay —                                                                                                            No.  Page. 

button  clover,  value  and  objections 730  6-6 

crops,  damage  from  clover  leaf  hopper  in  central  States 737  2 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  suggestions 743  10 

Natal  grass — 

hiurvesting,  yield  and  quality 726  8-12 

southern  perennial  crop,  bulletin  by  S.  M.  Tracy 726  1-16 

Headlands,  farm,  objections 745  12 

Hedges,  rose,  value  and  management 750  24-25 

"Heeling  in,'' nursery  stock,  management  and  caution 727  10-11 

Herbicide,  use  against  cotton  red  spider 735  8-9 

HeUrodera  radicicoUiy  injury  to  ginseng,  nature  and  control 736  16-17 

Hodge,  C.  F.,  invention  oi  flytraps 734  7, 8-10 

Hog- 
destruction  of  cutworms  in  pasture  lands,  value 739  3 

millet,"  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  14-15 

Holstein-FViesian  cows,  grain  and  pasture  rations  for  varying  milk 

production 743  5-6 

Home,  roses  for,  bulletin  by  F.  L.  Mulford 750  1-36 

Homestead,  rose  varieties,  selection,  grouping  and  care 750  1-36 

Hominy  meal,  feed  for  cows,  value 743  15 

Hopperdozer,  construction — 

cost  and  use  in  leafhopper  control 737  6-8 

'     operation  and  value  in  grasshopper  control 747  14-15 

HorisUmotus  uhlcri.    See  Wireworm,  com  and  cotton. 

Horn  fly,  breeding  places  and  trapping,  note 734  2 

House  ants — 

habits,  life  history  and  control 740  9-10 

kinds  and  methods  of  control,  bulletin  by  C.  L.  Marlatt 740  1-12 

Household  insects,  publications  of  Department,  list 734  14 

Hunt,  George  M.,  bulletin  on  **Tne  preservative  treatment  of 

farm  timbers" 744  1-32 

Hybrid-perpetual  roses,  nature  and  habits 750  13-14 

Income,  farmer's,  bulletin  by  E.  A.  Goldenweiser 746  1-8 

Insecticides,  use — 

against  cotton  red  spider,  selection  and  application 735  10-12 

on  rose  plants,  selection  and  application 750  30-31 

Insects — 

cereal  and  forage  crops.  Department  publications 733  8 

household,  publications  of  Department,  list 734  14 

injurious  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  publications  of  Department, 

list 747  19-20 

Intercrops,  dewberry  culture 728  8 

Iridomyrmex  humUisy  description ,  origin  and  distribution 740  6-7 

Irrigation,  orchards.  Great  Plains,  suggestions 727  27-28 


Japane 

mildew,  ginseng  disease,  cause  and  control 736  4-7 

rose,  wnnkled,  description  and  growth  habits 750  2-3 

Jersey  cows,  grain  and  pasture  rations  for  varying  milk  production. .  743  5-6 

Juniper  poets,  creoeoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Kerosene  emulsion,  use  against  rose  insects 750  31 

Kharkof  wheat,  description  and  production  in  Montana 749  11-12 

Kherson  oats,  growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana,  com(>arison  with 

Sixty-day  oats 749  16-17 

Knapsack  sprayer,  description 735  11 

Kyle,  C.  H.,  bulletin  on  ^*  Com  culture  in  the  southeastem  States  " .  729  1-20 

Land — 

"improved,"  use  of  term 745  3 

"productive,"  use  of  term 745  3 

utilization  on  farms,  studies  in  various  States 745  12-15 

Lands,  waste  and  wasted,  on  farms,  bulletin  by  James  S.  Bali 745  1-18 

Lanes,  farm,  economic  considerations 745  5 

Laphygma/mgiperda,  occurrence  and  migratory  habit 731  1-2 

X<utu«  m^€r,  description  and  habits 740  9 
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Lawn—  BoUeUn 

ant—  No. 

American,  description  and  habits 740 

destruction 740 

rose  varieties,  selection  and  grouping 750 

Lawns,  ant-infested,  treatment 740 

Lead  arsenate,  use  against  rose  insects 750 

Leaf-blotch,  rose,  nature  and  control 750 

Leafhopper,  clover- 
control  in  central  States,  bulletin  by  Edmund  11.  Gibson 727 

description,  occurrence  and  damage  to  hay  crops 737 

economic  importance 737 

enemies  and  control  measures 737 

food  plants 737 

life  history  and  habits 737 

Leaf-spot 

papery,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  cause  and  control 736 

rose,  nature  and  control 750 

Legislation,  white-pine  blister  rust,  suggestions 742 

Lime-sulphur  wash,  use  on  roses 750 

Linseed  meal — 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value  and  use 743 

nature  and  nutritive  value 743 

Linseed-oil  meal,  laxative  properties,  caution 743 

Listers,  com.  descriptions 729 

Little  red  ant,  control  in  houses 740 

Living  cost,  farmer  and  city  dweller,  comparison 746 

Locusts,  historical  notes 747 

Lubber  grasshoppers,  descriptions,  occurrence  and  damage  to  crops.  747 

Lucretia  dewberry,  description  and  value 728 

Macaroni  wheat,  description  and  comparison  with  common  wheat. .  749 
Malt- 
extract,  bait  for  flies,  preparation  and  value 734 

sprouts,  nature,  nutritive  and  feeding  value  for  cows 743 

Mangel-wurzels,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  note 743 

Manure,  green,  button  clover,  value 730 

Manure-box,  flytrap  attachment,  description 734 

Maple  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744 

Marlatt,  C.  L.,  bulletin  on  "House  ants:  kinds  and  methods  of 

control" 740 

Marquis  wheat — 

advantages,  comparison  with  Fife  wheat 732 

bulletin  by  Carleton  R.  Ball  and  J.  Allen  Clark 732 

See  also  VVTieat,  Marquis. 

Mayes,  dewberry,  description  and  value 728 

McOlintock,  J.  A.,  H.  H.  Whetzel,  J.  Rosenbaum,  and  J.  W. 

Brann,  bulletin  on  **  Ginseng  diseases  and  their  control " 736 

McGregor,  E.  A.,  bulletin  on  "The  red  spider  on  cotton  and  how 

to  control  it" 735 

McKee,  RoT.ANn,  bulletin  on  "Button  clover" 730 

Meadow  ant,  European,  description  and  habits 740 

Meal- 
coconut,  nature,  value  as  feed  for  dairy  cows 743 

cottonseed — 

nutritive  and  feedine  ^^lue 743 

See  also  Cottonseea  meal. 

linseed,  nature,  nutritive  and  feeding  value 743 

peanut,  nature,  value  as  feed  for  dairy  cows 743 

Meals,  feed,  nature  and  nutritive  value 743 

MelanophiSy  spp.  descriptions,  occurence  and  injury  to  crops 474 

Memorial  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750 

Middlings — 

buckwheat,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  nature  and  value 743 

wheat,  nutritive  and  feeding  value 743 

Mildew,  ginseng  disease,  cause  and  control 736 

Miles,  Philip  B..  and  others,  bulletin  on  "The  alfalfa  weevil  and 

methods  of  controlling  it " 741 
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Milk —  Bulletin 

production  and  sanitary  handling,  publications  of  Department,  No.  Page. 

list 748  12 

quality,  relation  of  sterilization  of  dairy  untensils 748  1-2 

vessels — 

steam  sterilizer 748  1-11 

See  also  Dairy  utensils. 

Mill  by-products,  nature  and  nutritive  value 743  13-14 

**Miller,"  cutworm,  description 739  2 

Molasses,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  value 743  16 

Momomarium — 

minimum,  description  and  habits 740  8-9 

pharaonis,  origin  and  habits 740  3 

spp.  introduction  and  occurrence 740  3 

Montana — 

dry-land  sections,  location,  soil,  climate,  etc 749  1-4 

grains  for  dry  lands,  bulletin  by  N .  C.  Donaldson 749  1-23 

wheat  production,  varieties,  etc 749  10-15 

Moth,  cutworm,  description 739  2 

MuLPORD,  F.  L.,  bulletin  on  "Roses  for  the  home" 750  1-36 

Multiflora  rosee,  nature  and  objections 750  9 

Mycelium,  cause  of  decay  in  wood,  nature,  spread,  etc 744  2-4 

Natal  ^;rass — 

climatic  and  soil  requirements 726  4-5 

description,  history  and  introduction 726  2-4 

growing,  harvesting,  yield,  etc 726  5-16 

seed  harvesting,  practices,  cost,  caution 726  13-15 

southern  perennial  hay  crop,  bulletin  by  S.  M.  Tracy 726  1-16 

variant  names 726  2 

Nematode  root-gall,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  cause  and  control 736  16-17 

Nepal  oats,  growine  on  dr^  lands  of  Montana,  advantages 749  19 

New  Orleans  ant,  description,  origin  and  distribution 740  6-7 

Nicotine  sulphate,  use  against  rose  insects 750  31 

Nursery  stock- 
orchard  trees  for  Great  Plains,  selection  and  handling 727  7-11 

transmission  of  white-pine  blister  rust 742  5,7 

Oak  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Oate— 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value 743  17 

growing-— 

in  Texas  Panhandle 738  13-14 

on  dry  lands,  Montana,  varieties,  seeding,  etc . : 749  16-17 

seeding,  date  and  rate,  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  17, 19 

Orchards — 

Great  Plains 727  1-40 

irrigation  in  Great  Plains 727  27-28 

pests.  Great  Plains 727  28-29 

**  Overflow  worm, ' '  occurrence  and  migratory  habits 731  1-2 

Paint,  wood  preservative  for  posts,  value 744  10 

Panicum  milxaceum,  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  14-15 

Papery  leaf-spot,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  cause  and  control 736  14-15 

Pasture — 

button  clover,  value,  comparison  with  spiny  clover  species 730  5 

feed  for  dairy  cow,  value,  cost,  etc 743  3-7 

lands — 

cost  of  pasture  per  cow,  table 743  4 

economic  considerations 745  12  , 

Natal  grass 726  16 

Patterson,  Flora  W. ,  article  on  fungous  diseases  of  roses 750  32-35 

Peaches,  varieties  for  Southern  Great  Plains 727  33 

Peanut  meal 2  nature,  value  as  feed  for  dairy  cows 743  16 

Pears,  varieties  for  Great  Plains 727  32-33 

Peridermium  strobi.    See  White-pine  blister  rust. 
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BoDettn 

No.  Tae^ 

Pendan  insect  powder,  use  againflt  roee  insects 750  31 

Pest,  al^dfa  weevil,  importance  and  control 741  1-16 

Pests- 
house  ants,  kinds  and  methods  of  control 740  1-16 

orchard,  Great  Plains  region 727  28-29 

Pharaoh's  ant — 

control  in  houses 740  10-11 

origin  and  habits 740  3 

Pheidote  megacephaUiy  origin  and  distribution 740  4 

Phytonomtis  posticus.    See  Weevil,  alfalfa. 
Pmftophihora — 

coctorum,  nature  and  injury  to  ginseng 736  4-7,12 

mildew,  ginseng  disease,  description  and  control 736  4-7 

soft-rot,  ginseng  disease,  cause  and  control 736  4-7 

Piedmont  region,  fertilizer  formulas 729  5-^ 

Pine  posts,  creoeoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Plagiolepis  spp.,  origin  and  distribution 740  5 

Planting —  • 

com,  Southeastern  States 729  8-13 

fruit  trees.  Great  Plains,  practices  and  suggestions 727  7-15 

roseSj  directions  and  requirements 750    5-8, 18-20 

Plants,  diseases,  publications  relating  to  same,  list 736  23 

Plowing — 

com  land,  reauirements 729  2-3 

Montana  dry  lands,  practices  and  suggestions 749  4-6 

preparation  for  cereal  crops  in  Panhandle  of  Texas 738  8-9 

Plows,  com  land,  descriptions 729  2-3 

Plums,  varieties  for  Great  Plains 727  33 

Poison  bait — 

ant  control  in  houses,  preparation  and  value.. 740  10-12 

cutworm  control,  preparation 739  3 

fly,  preparation  and  value 734  13 

for  grasshopper  control,  preparation  and  value 747  1&-17 

Poison-bran  bait,  preparation  and  value  for  grasshopper  control 747  15-16, 17 

Polyantha  rose,  descriptions  of  varieties,  habits  of  growth,  etc 750  4 

Poplar  posts,  creosotea,  durability  tests 744  28 

Posts— 

creosoted,  durability  tests  of  various  woods 744  28 

decay,  preventive  treatment 744  4-23 

Potassium  sulphid,  preparation  and  use  on  roses 750  34-35 

Poultry,  destruction  of  cutworms,  management  and  value 739  3 

Powdery  mildew,  roses,  nature  and  control 750  32 

Prairie  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  3-4 

Ih'ecipitation,  Great  Plains,  altitudes  and  seasons 727  5 

Premo  dewberry,  description  and  value 728  17 

Prenolepis — 

longicornisj  description,  origin,  and  distribution 740  5 

spp.,  origin  and  distribution 740  5, 7 

mtiouZa,  occurrence 740  5 

Preservatives — 

application  to  timbers,  directions 744  13-23 

timbers — 

requirements 744  7 

value  of  various  kinds 744  7-16 

wood,  penetration  tests  on  various  kinds  of  wood 744  17 

Propagation- 
dewberries 728  15 

rose,  methods 750  15-17, 27-29 

Proso,  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  14-15 

Pruning— 

fruit  trees,  Great  Plains,  suggestions  and  importance 727  12-27 

roses .  directions 75o|  ^»  ^^^ 
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Bulletin 

Publications—  No.  Page. 

cercAl  and  fora^  crops,  list 733  8 

cerealproductionin  Southern  Great  Plains,  list. 738  16 

com  cultivation,  breeding,  harvesting,  etc.,  list 729  20 

Department,  on  cereal  production  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains, 

hst. 749  23 

forage  crops,  list 730  11 

household  insects,  list 734  14 

insects  injurious  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  list 747  4, 19-20 

land  utilization  on  farms,  list 745  18 

milk  production  and  sanitary  handling,  list 748  12 

relating  to  the  business  side  of  farming,  list 746  8 

some  diseases  of  plants,  list. 736  22 

wheats,  list  of  Department 732  3 

Puddling,  alfalfa  land,  for  weevil  control 741  18 

Pyrethrmn  powder,  use  against  rose  insects 750  36 

Pythium  deSaryanum,  cause  of  damping-o£E  of  ginseng  plants,  note...  736  11 

Rabild,  Hblmbr,  H.  p.  Davis,  and  W.  K.  Brainbrd,  bulletin  on 

**The  feeding  of  dairy  cows" 743  1-23 

Rambler  roses,  descriptions  and  growth  habits 750  4 

Ration,  dairy  cow — 

balanced,  importance  and  considerations 743  10-18 

maintenance  and  milk  production,  comparison 743  2 

summer  and  winter  feeding 732  3-10 

quantities  of  roughage  and  grain 743  22 

Red  ant- 
house  pest,  origin  and  habits 740  3 

See,  also.  Ant,  red. 

Red  spider — 

breeding,  spread  and  food  plants 735  6-7 

See  auo  Spider,  red. 

Redtop.    See  Natal  grass. 

Rbevbs,  Gbo.  I.,  and  others,  bulletin  on  **The  alfalfa  weevil  and 

methods  of  controlling  it" 741  1-16 

Rhizoctonia,  fungus^  injurv  to  ginseng,  note 736  12 

Roads,  public,  relation  to  farm  area,  pasturage  on  right  of  way,  etc.  745  6 

Root- 
rots,  ginseng,  causes  and  control 736  3, 5-6 

rust,  ginsenfl^,  occurrence  and  control 736  15 

Roots,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  note 743  9 

Rosa.    See  Rose;  Roeee. 

Rose— 

rusts,  nature  and  control 750  33 

stocks,  descriptions  of  different  kinds 750  15-17 

RosBNBAUM,  J.,  H.  H.  Whbtzel,  J.  W.  Brann,  and  J.  A.  McCun- 

TOCK,  bulletin  on  * '  Ginseng  diseases  and  their  control " 736  1-23 

Roses — 

climbing,  descriptions,  planting,  pruning,  and  care 750  &-12 

cut-flower,  selection  ana  treatment 750  12-24 

diseases  and  treatment 750  32-36 

fungous  diseases,  and  treatment 750  32-36 

home  groimds,  bulletin  by  F.  L.  Mulford 750  1-36 

insect  remedies 750  29-31,35-36 

planting,  pruning,  and  care 750  3-36 

soil  requirements 750  5, 10, 17-18 

winter  protection  and  special  care 750  23-24 

yellow,  descriptions 750  4 

Ross.  John  F.,  bulletin  on  "Cereal  crops  in  the  Panhandle  of  Texas  "  738  1-16 

Roughage— 

feeding  dairy  cows,  suggestions 743  8-9, 10 

protein  content,  classes 743  17-18 

Rugosa  rose,  description  and  nx>wth  habits 750  2-3 

Russian  flax,  ^wing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana,  advantages 749  19-20 

Rust,  white-pme  blister,  biuletin  by  Perley  Spaulding 742  1-15 
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Bulletin 

Rye —  No.  PagBi 

feed  for  dairy  cows,  value  and  disadvantages 743  17 

growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  13 

Salaries,  farm,  comparison  with  others 746  6 

Saunders,  A.  r.,  and  C.  E.,  orifidnators  of  Marquis  wheat 732  1 

Scald,  sun,  fruit  trees  in  Great  Plains,  preventive  measures 727  28-29 

Sclerotinia — 

black-rot,  ginseng  disease^  nature,  injury,  and  control 736  11-12 

libertiana^  nature  and  injury  to  ^nseng 736  10-11 

smilacina,  nature  and  injury  to  ginseng 736  1 1-12 

white-rot,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  injury,  and  control 736  10-11 

Seasoning,  timbers,  for  preservative  treatment 744  11-12 

Seed— 

button  clover,  harvesting,  yield,  and  longe\nLty 730  8-9 

dry  farming,  selection  and  treatment 749  7 

natal  grass,  harvesting  and  treatment 726  13-15 

Seeding^ 

Natal  grass — 

methods  and  rate,  practices 726  6 

time,  rate,  method,  etc 726  5-6 

oats,  rate  and  date,  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  19 

wheat,  Montana  dry  lands,  rate  and  date 749      12-13, 15 

Seedlings,  ginseng,  damping-orf  disease,  causos  and  control 736  12-14 

Sheep,  pasturing  on  button  clover,  advantages  over  spiny-bur  clover .  730  5 

Shingles,  preservative  treatment,  practices  and  suggestions 744  30-31 

Silage — 

consumption  per  cow  in  summer 743  8 

summer,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  advantages 743  7-8 

winter  feed  for  dairy  cows,  remarks 743  9 

Silo- 
creosote  treatment,  management  and  value 744  29-30 

summer,  diameter  requirements 743  8 

Silting  alfalfa  fields,  weevil  control 741  12-13 

Sixty-day  oats — 

growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana,  advantages 749  16-17 

value  for  feed  and  hay,  comparison  with  other  varieties 749  17 

Small  fruits — 

Great  Plains,  growing^  varieties,  etc 727  33-39 

planting  in  Great  Plams 727  15 

Small-grain  crops.    Texas  Panhandle,  relative  magnitude 738  15 

Smilacina  raceniosa^  black-rot  injury,  note 736  11 

Smother  crop.  Natal  grass,  value  and  management 726  12-13 

Smut,  grain,  treatment  of  seed 749  7 

Smuts,  grain,  treatment  of  seed 738  9-10 

Snow,  Sterling  J.,  and  others,  bulletin  on  "The  alfalfa  weevil 

and  methods  of  controlling  it " 741  1-16 

Soda,  arsenate,  use  against  house  ants 740  11 

Soil- 
disinfection  methods 736  20-21 

inoculation,  button-clover  growing 730  6 

Soilinsf — 

alfalfa,  weevil  control 741  15 

crops,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  practices,  value,  and  diflficulties 743  6-7 

Solenopm — 

^ewtTiato,  origin  and  distribution 740  3-4 

molesUiy  description,  origin  and  distribution 740  7 

Solomon's  seal,  false,  injury  from  scicrotinia  black-rot,  note 736  11 

Sorghums,  grain,  production  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  15 

South,  Natal  grass,  a  perennial  hay  crop,  bulletin  by  S.  M.  Tracy. .  726  1-16 

Spaulding,  Perley,  bulletin  on  "The  white-pine  blister  rust" . . . .  742  1-15 

Spelt,  growing  in  Texas  Panhandle 738  12 

Spider,  red — 

description,  life  history  and  habits 735  3-6 

enemies  and  preventive  measures 735  7-12 

injury  to  cotton,  nature  and  extent 735  1-3 

on  cotton  and  how  to  control  it,  bulletin  by  E.  A.  McGr^or. . .  735  1-12 
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Bulletin 

No,  Page. 

Sprayers,  use  against  cotton  red  spider,  description 735  11-12 

Spraying — 

alfaJfai,  weevil  control 741  12-14, 16 

ginsene  plantations,  directions  and  recommendations 736  19-20 

roses,  directions 760  36 

Sprays— 
ginseng- 
diseases,  recommendatioDB 736  4 

recommendations 736  19 

rose  insects  and  diseases,  preparation  and  application 760  30-36 

use  against  cotton  red  spider,  selection  and  application 736  10-12 

Spring  wheat.    See  Wheat,  spring. 

Stacking,  grain,  Montana,  directions 749  8-10 

Steam- 
sterilization,  dairy  utensils,  value  and  management 748  1-11 

temperature  for  sterilization  of  milk  vessels 748  9 

Sterilization- 
dairy  utensils,  importance  and  economic  value 748  1-2 

ginseng  soil 736  20, 21 

Sterflizei^— 

dairy  utensils,  construction,  operation  and  cost 748  2-9 

steam,  for  feurm  dairy  utensils,  bulletin  by  S.  Henry  Ayers  and 

Geoi^e  B.  Taylor 748  1-11 

Strawberries,  ^wing  in  Great  Plains 727  37-38 

Sun  scald,  friut  trees  in  Great  Plains,  preventive  measures 727  28-29 

Sweetbrier,  description  and  growth  habits 760  4 

Sycamore  posts,  concreted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Taylor,  George  B.,  and  S.  Henry  Ayers,  bulletin  on  '*A  simple 

steam  sterilizer  for  farm  dairy  utensils" 748  1-11 

Tea  roses,  nature,  value  for  cut-flowers,  etc 760  14 

Telephone  poles,  preservative  treatment,  directions 744  •    31 

Tent  flytrap,  description  and  construction 734  6-7 

Tenure,  land,  systems  and  influence  on  utilization  of  farm  land 745  16-16 

"Terraces,"  cotton  farm,  objections 746  12 

Tetramorium  caeapitum^  description,  origin  and  habits 740  9 

Tetpranychu9 — 

hirnaculatus.    See  Spider,  red. 
gloveri.    See  Spider,  red. 
telarius.    See  Spider,  red. 

Texas,  Panhandle,  cereal  crops,  bulletin  by  John  F.  Ross 738  1-16 

''Thief  ant,"  description,  ori^  and  distribution 740  7 

Thielavia  basicola^  injury  to  pnseng 736  9 

Thielavia  root-rot,  ginseng  disease,  nature,  cause  and  control 736  9 

Tillage,  orchards,  Great  Plains 727  16-19 

Timbers — 
farm — 

preservative  treatment,  adaptability,  cost  and  value 744  26-28 

preservative  treatment,  bulletin  by  George  M.  Hunt. . . 744  1-32 

piling  for  seasoning 744  11-12 

preparation  for  preservative  treatment 744  10-12 

seasoning,  for  preservative  treatment 744  11-12 

treated,  care 744  24 

treatment  for  preservation,  methods 744  13-23 

Tracy,  S.  M.,  Bulletin  on  "Natal  grass:  A  southern  perennial  hay 

crop" 726  1-16 

"Trailing  blackberry.  * '    See  Dewberry. 

Trappings,  flies,  methods,  baits,  and  wue 734  2-13 

Traps,  fly— 

and  their  operation,  bulletin  by  F.  C.  Bishopp 734  1-14 

See  also  Fly  trajw. 

Trellis  roses,  descriptions,  planting,  pruning,  etc 760  &-12 

TruAolaena  rosea.    See  Natal  fi;rass. 

Turkey  wheat,  introduction,  description  and  production  in  Montana.  749  11 

Turnips,  feed  for  dairy  cows,  note 743  9 

Violet,  host  of  cotton  red  spider. 735  8 
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Warn,  farmer,  comparison  with  wagee  from  other  industries 746  5-7 

Walnut  poets,  creoeoted,  durability  tests 744  2S 

WAim>N.  W.  R.,  and  J.  J.  Davis,  bulletin  on '  'Cutworms  and  their 

control  in  com  and  other  c^eal  crops" 739  1-4 

Walton,  W.  R.,  bulletin  on — 

*  'Grasshopper  control  in  relation  to  ceieal  and  forage  crops "....•  747  1-20 

"The  true  army  worm  and  its  contror* 731  1-12 

Waste  land,  farm,  and  wasted  land,  bulletin  by  James  S.  Ball 745  1-18 

Weevil,  alfalf j^— 

control  methods,  etc^  bulletin  by  Geo.  I.  Reeves,  Philip  B. 
Miles,  Thomas  R.  Chamberlin,  Sterling  J.  Snow,  and  Luther 

J.  Bower 741  1-16 

description  and  life  habits 741  9-11 

dissemination,  preventive  measures 741  16 

occurrence  and  spread  in  United  States 741  2-7 

Wheatr- 

growing— 

in  Texas  Panhandle 738  10-12 

on  Montana  dry  lands,  varieties,  seeding,  and  production . .  749  10-15 
Marquis — 

bulletin  by  Garleton  R.  Ball  and  J.  Allen  Clark 732  1-8 

history,  description,  and  introduction  into  United  States. . .  732  2-4 

milling  value 732  7 

value  in  various  sections  of  Umted  States 732  4-7 

middlings,  nutritive  and  feeding  value 743  13 

spring- 
growing  in  Montana,  comparison  with  winter  wheat 749  13 

growing  in  Montana,  seeding,  requirements,  etc 749  13-15 

value  of  Marquis  variety 732  6 

Wheat  bran- 
nature  and  nutritive  value 743  13 

See  also  Bran. 
Wheats- 
publications  of  Department 732  8 

spring,  varieties  for  dry  lands  of  Montana 749  14-15 

Whetzel,  H.  H.,  J.  RosBNBAUM,  J.  W.  Brann,  and  J.  A.  McClin- 

TOCK,  bulletin  on ' 'Ginseng  diseases  and  their  contiol" 736  1-23 

White— 

hull-less  oats,  growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana,  advantages 749  19 

Smyrna  barley,  growing  on  dry  lands  of  Montana,  advantages. .  749  18 
White-pine,  blister  rust — 

bulletin  by  Perley  Spaulding 742  1-15 

control  measures 742    2-6, 14-15 

danger  to  forests  in  eastern  and  western  States 742  5-9 

introduction,  nature  and  distribution 742  1-2 

White-rot,  sderotinia,  ginsene  disease,  nature,  injury  and  control 736  10-11 

Wichuraiana  rose,  nature  and  description 750  9 

Wild  rose,  description  and  growth  habits 750  3 

Willow  posts,  creosoted,  durability  tests 744  28 

Wilt,  acrostalagmus,  ginseng  disease,  natureand  control 736  7-8 

Window,  fljrtrap  attachment,  deecnption  and  value 734  ^10 

Wintei^ 

feeding,  dairycows 743  8-10 

wheat.    See  Wheat 

TftruA^mia  ^ucuHpiMtiitoto,  enemy  of  army  worm 731  9 

Wireworm,  com  and  cotton — 

control  measures 733  6-7 

dama^  to  crops,  and  character  of  injury 733  1-3 

descnption,  life  nistory  and  habits 733  2-5 

occurrence,  and  host  plants 733  2-3 

relation  to  cereal  and  forage  crops,  with  control  measures,  bulle- 
tin by  Edmund  H.  Gibson 733  1-8 

Wood- 
decay,  causes  and  evidence 744  2-4 

farm,  preservative  treatment,  bulletin  by  George  M.  Hunt 744  1-32 
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Woodland,  fann,  econosiic  conaiderations 745  9 

Woods,  absorption  of  preservatives,  tests  of  various  kinds 744  17 

Yellow  roses,  varieties  and  descriptions 750  4 

Zinc  chloride,  wood  preservative,  value 744  9 
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